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OLD TESTAMENT. 


E holy Scriptures for their Antiquity, 
r Dignity, and other Excellencies, far out- 
ſhining all the Writings of the Ancients, 
I take it to be not only proper to our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, but uſeful to the Reader to | 
ſay ſomething of them. Indeed, if we 1 
conſider how many Centuries have pals'd ſince ſome of Reb 
them were firſt compiled, and how miraculouſly they 

have been preſerved and tranſmitted to theſe Times, the 

may from hence alone be ſaid to be the immediate Boo 

of God; which, out of his great Care, he hath provided 

for us, that in them we may ſee his Will, and from thence _— 
9 learn our Duty. Next to this, we are to eſteem and va- 

ue the holy Scriptures, as containing in them all manner 
of Knowledge that is uſeful and entertaining. Would 
you know — natural Philoſophy, with Aſtronomy 
and other Appendages on it are ſaid to derive their Origi- 

= nal? See in the Books of Ceneſis, Job, and Ecclefiafres. 
What Books abound more 1 Ethicks or moral Precepts, 
9 2 | than 
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than the ſacred and ſententious Proverbs, and Wiſdom of 
Solomon? What more certain, regular, or pleaſant 
Hiſtory and Chronology, diverſified with ſuch Variety 
of Narration, can we find, than in Geneſis, Exodus, Jo- 
Hua, Judges? &c. How free from Sophiſtry are the ho- 
ly Scripturcs, and how ſolid and logical are all the Argu- 
ments uſed in them? Geometry plainly appears in the 
Building of the Tabernacle; and Ne working in Metals 
and Wood was known long before the Building of Solo- 


:mnon's Temple. In ſhort, all manner of Learning, Lan- 


ages, Arts and Sciences, are comprehended within 
thoſe ſacred Pages. The Texture of them indeed is ſo 
exactly diſpos'd by the holy Ghoſt, that they are a Maga- 
zine accommodated to all places, times and perſons in the 
greateſt Emergencies. So that 8. Baſil juſtly calls them a 


 Pharmacopy well ſtock'd with Medicines, for all Uſes and 


Neceſſities. From hence, in Time of Perſecution, the 
Martyrs drew Conſtancy and Courage. From hence, in 
Time of Peace and Religion, the Learned gain'd Wiſ- 
dom and Eloquence. In Times of Hereſy they furniſh'd 
the Orthodox with Stabiliment of Faith, and aſſiſted 
them in the Subverſion of Error. From hence in Pro- 
ſperity we learn Humility and Modeſty; in Adverſity, 
Magnanimity and Patience. In Trepidity it arms us with 
an honeſt Zeal ; and, finally, if thro* Length of Time, or 
Neglect, Abuſes inſinuate into Diſcipline and corrupt 


our Morals, nothing but the Rule of God's Word can 


reſtore Religion to its priſtine State and Dignity; for 
that alone is the Standard of our Thoughts, and Guide 

of our Actions. N 
But we need no other Recommendation of theſe ſa- 
cred Writings, than that of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
hath commanded us to ſearch the Scriptures. And in pi- 
ous Obedience to his Precept, the Apoſtles and Fathers 
of the Church (too many here to be inſerted) have made 
it their great Concern and Care for the good of Mankind, 
to exhort all Men to the Study of them. The Old Teſta- 
ment is indeed in it ſelfaðyſtem of all kind of n 

. . 


_ the Old Teſtament. v 


uſeful for the Conduct of human Life; and from which 
the Philoſophers and Legitlators of all Ages drew the 
choiceſt of their Obſervations. The Church hath bor- 
rowed much from that admirable Polity inthe Acts and 
Laws of Mo/es, both Judicial and Ceremonial; and the 
Authors of both Canon and Civil Law have from thence 
derived their molt uſeful and advantageous Inſtitutions. 
But the Excellency of facred Hiſtory will more evident- 
ly appear, if by a juſt Antitheſis we compare it to theAc- 
counts of the beſt and moſt ancient Heathen Writers, 
both Philoſophers and Hiſtorians. How obſcure and tri- 
fling are their Stories of Deucalion's Flood, of Prometheus 
and Hercules, and their general Notions of the World's 
exiſting from Eternity? In ſhort, all profane Story is 
ſtuff d with Obſcurity and fabulous Antiquity before the 
* Olympiads,which was their firſt certain period of Time, 
and which did not commence till many Centuries after 
the LegiſlatorMoſes had written the Pentateuch; ſo that 
from the firſt 3000 Years of the World and more, 
we have no certain Hiſtory to depend upon, but this of 
Moſes and the Hebrews. And, indeed, it we pay that juſt 
Deference and Eſteem to it, which we ought, we ſhall 
find it the trueſt Light and Guide we can chooſe in the 
Tranſactions of Life. There only we have the true Ac- 
count of the Riſe and Fall, of the Virtues and Vices of 
the moſt early Kingdoms and States in the World; and 
by their Example, either in Felicity or Infelicity, learn 
to be wiſeand happy. If we compare the Greek and Ro- 
man Hiſtorians Sh the Pentateuch and the reſt of the 
ſacred Hiſtory, we ſhall find the latter to abound with 
the more illuſtrious Exemplars of heroic Virtue. Rome 
may boaſt of her Zorquatus, and Brutus, who, ina more 
brutal than generous Bravery, ſacrificed their Sons to the 
publick Good: But who would not rather admire the re- 
ligious Obedience of pious Abraham, who had deſtin'd 


2 Olympiads, This is the firſt and moſt the Deſtruction of Troy, Which is ſaid to 
certain ſtated Epoch of the Heathens, be in the Year of the World, 2767, but 
which was in or near the Year of the it is very uncertain in reſpe& of thatof 
World, 3174. Tho? Chronologers begin the O/ympiads. his 
angther long before, which they date from A 3 | 
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vi The PR OEM 70 
his innocent and only Son //aac a Victim to the Will of 
God? Hiſtorians and Poets may in exalted Strains ap- 
plaud the Courage of the Horaces and other Champions, 
who in Defence of their Country ſlew their Enemies in 
ſingle Fight: But how ſhort do they come of the God- 
like David, who, tho' but a Stripling, incounter'd and 
{ſlew that vaſt Tower of Fleſh, the monſtrous Goliah, 
and by his Death path'd out an eaſy Victory to the //- 
raclites over the Philiſtines ? Alexander's Virtue is wor- 
thy of Praiſe, who, when he had conquer'd Darius, 
would not give himſelf the Pleaſure of ſurveying his 
beautiful Captives, leſt he ſhould be tempted to Deſire: 
But what is this to the Continence of Fo/eph, who fled 
from the actual Solicitations of his laſcivious Miſtreſs in- 
to a loathſom Dungeon? They may praiſe Lucretia, re- 
venging her violated Chaſtity by her own Murder; 
whilſt the Holy Scriptures more deſervedly extol Su/an- 
na, who expos'd her felt to Death by ſnunning the luſtful 
Imbraces of the two wicked Elders. They may talk of 
the Fortitude and Succeſs of their warlike Heroes, their 
Ce/ars, Pompeys, Scipios, Hannibal, and Alexander; but 
how much more illuſtrious are the Examples of Moſes, 
Joſhua, Sampſon, Gideon, David and Saul ? who inſpir'd 
with more than human Courage, with a handful of Men, 
in companion of their Enemies vaſt Numbers, trampled 
them under Foot; and to facilitate whoſe Conqueſts the 
very Elements conſpir'd, and fought on their Side. 
I could carry this Antitheſis much farther : But let it 
ſuffice, that theſe are the Patterns we ought to imitate, 
and in a virtuous Emulation ſtudy to arrive at their Per- 
fections, that being thus ſtimulated on to the Perſuit of 
Innocence and Holineſs of Life, we may, in an evangeli- 
cal Senſe, become terreſtrial Angels, and heavenly Men; 
which will intitle us to the more immediate Protection 
of God, who, if we, by converſing with and reading 
theſe holy Writings, e te to imitate the Virtues of 
theſe 8 Heroes, will give us their Rewards. And we 
may be aſſured, chat whilſt we thus make the Holy Scri- 
. | ptures 
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tures our Study, they will arm us againſt all Terrors and 

emptations that ſhall oppoſe or impede us in the Proſe- 
cution of our Duty, and furniſh us with ſuch Conſola- 
tion, Hope, and Courage in all Conditions of Life, that 
knowing our ſelves to be the Care of God, we ſhall de- 
ſpiſe Torments and Death in their moſt frightful Aſpect. 
This the great Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
labours very accurately to prove thro' the whole ele- 
venth Chapter, inculcating the great Trials of the Saints 
under the Old Teſtament, who perſiſted in their Du- 
ty under the greateſt Severities and Sufferings. 

1. But beſides theſe general Advantages of the Old 
Teſtament, there are ſome more peculiar to it; the firſt 
of which is, that the New Teſtament cannot be under- 
ſtood without it. The Apoſtles in their Writings often 
cite it, and more often allude to it; and our Bleſſed 
Lord taking his laſt leave of his Diſciples, tells them; 
4 Theſe are the Words which I ſpake unto you, whilſt 
&« I was ſtill with you; that all muſt be fulfilled, which 
c ss written of me in the Law of Moſes, and in the 
6 Prophets, and in the P/alms,” Luke xxiv. 44. And 
if we conſider the whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews with- 
out regard to the Old Teſtament, it will be the moſt 
intricate and obſcure Writing that ever was penned 
for it is ſo interwoven with it, that unleſs we refer to 
one, the other is altogether unintelligible. 

} 2. Chriſtbeing the Bind of the Law, all things which 
are ſpoken of inthe Old Teſtament, relate to Chriſt and 
his Servants, as well in a literal as an —_— Senſe: 
And in this the Old Teſtament excels the New; for the 
Old wants neither, but the New forthe moſt part wants 
the allegorical Meaning. Our Fathers, faith St. Paul, 
& wereall under this Cloud, and all paſſed thro” the Sea, 
« and were all baptized unto Moſes, and in that Cloud, 


A 


& and that Sea; and did all eat the fame ſpiritual Food, 
c and did all drink the fame ſpiritual Drink; for they 
& drank of the ſpiritual Rock that followed them, and 
& that Rock was Chriſt, &c. Now all theſe things were 
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2 ypes unto them, and were written to admonith us, 3 


£ 

« upon whom the Ends of the World are come,” 1 Cor. 
X. 1, 2, 3, 4, 11. And from hence the ſame Apoſtle ſhews 7 « 
us, that the underſtanding of the Old Teſtament was 
tranſmitted from the Jes to us. Therefore their 
Minds are hardened, for until this Day remaineth the 
& ſame covering untaken away in the reading of the Old FF t 
« Teſtament, which Vail in Chriſt is put away. Bur x 
« eyen unto this Day, when Moſes is read, the Vail 1 
ce is laid over their Hearts, 2 Cor. iii. 14, 1 12 
3. Another great Advantage there is, that the Old a 
Teſtament is a Magazine ſo well provided with Varietʒ ] 
of Figures, Examples, Doctrine and ſententious Oracles, 1 
not only relating to Faith, but to the Information of a 
good Life, that from thence we may plentifully furniſh 7 © 
© 


our ſelves with Arguments and Reaſons on all honeſt 
Occaſions. Thus our bleſſed Lord, by the Example of 
Noah and Lot's Wife, ſtirs up the Slothful to Watch- 
fulneſs, Luke xvii. 27, 32. He threatens the obſtinate * 
Fews with the Remembrance of Sodom and Nineveh, and 
the Queen of the South; and terrifies the uncharitable 
Rich with the Words of 4braham to Dives in Hell; They 
have Moſes and the Prophets, let them hear them, Luke xv1. 
29. St. Paul, as hath been before obſerv'd, ſays, All theſe 
things were done to them for Examples to us, that we ſhould 
avoid thoſe Fudaments Cod bad affiifted them with for their 
Fornication; i, Murmuring, Fc. For the holy Spi- 
rit of God, which-was preſcious to, and conſcious of all 
Ages, hath ſo diſpos d the Holy Scriptures, that they are 
uteful, not only to the Jews, but to Chriſtians in all 
Times. Which Tertullian in his Book De Cultu Femin. 
c. 22. confirms; for there he ſays, © That there is no 
Enunciation of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo particularly dire&t- 7? 
ce ed to any preſent 3 as not to be of Uſe andad- 
vantage in general. St. Auguſtine ſeems ſo pleas'd with 7 
the Harmony between theOld and New Teſtament, that 
towards the End of his thirteenth Book againſt Fauſtus, 
he ſays, In Commemoration of our Faith, in _ 2 
| | « lation 
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the Old Teſtament. = 
cc lation of our Hope, and Exhortation of us to Charity, 
* weread the Books of the Prophets and Apoſtles; be- 
e twixt whom there is ſo exact an Harmony, that it is 
« like the celeſtial Trumpet, which rouzes us from our 
« fluggiſhMortality to contend for thePalm of our hea- 
« yenly Calling.” And indeed they are ſo well adapted 
to each other, that their Reſemblance and Affinity are as 
natural and near, as that of the Shadow to the Body. In 
fine, the Learned of all Ages have in all Cauſes, Councils 


and judicial Proceedings, found their great Intereſt and 


Advantage in conſulting the Holy Scriptures. It was a 
Royal Expreſſion indeed of Robert King of Sicily to 
Franc. Petrarcha! I tell thee, my Petrarcha, thoſe 
holy Letters are dearer to me than my Kingdom; and, 
« were Junder a Neceſſity of quitting one, it ſhould be 
*© my Diadem. 


4. The laſt Advantage I ſhall mention of the Old Teſ- 


tament is, That as it had the Honour to precede the 
Nie, ſo it gave Witneſs to it, as St. John Baptiſt did to 


4 Chriſt, both he, Moſes, and the Prophets going before 


him to prepare the Way for him; to give Knowledge of 
Salvation to his People, to give Light to them that tat in 
2 Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death, and to guide our 
Feet into the Way of Peace. In Cogniſance or Confir- 
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mation of which, Moſes and Elias appear'd at the Tranſ- 
figuration of Chriſt on the Mount, b 

hum, and ſpeaking of his Departure, Lyke ix. 31. Who, 
that had been ignorant of the Old Teſtament, would for- 
merly have believed Chriſt or his Goſpel? How ſhould a 
Fier be converted and brought to Chriſt, but by the Ma- 
nuduction of Moſes and the Prophets, who foretold his 
coming into the World, and the great occaſion as well 
as manner of it? Indeed, ſo great is the Force and De- 
maonſtration of the Goſpel- Truths, that comparing the 


caring Witneſs of 


Tranſactions of our Saviour's Life, with what was fore- 
told of them, none can doubt of the Completion of thoſe 
Predictions in Him only. All which add ſtill the greater 
Reverence to the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, as be- 


ing 
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ing a Type or Prefiguration of the New. But none go fo 
far in the Eulogies of Moſes and the Law, as our Bleſſed 
Lord himſelf. © The Law was given by Moſes, John i. 
« 27. There is one that accuſeth you, even Moſes; had 
“ye believed on him, ye would have believed on me; 
c for he wrote of me: But if ye believe not his Writ- 
6 ings, how ſhall ye believe my Words? John v. 45, 46, 
« 47. Beginning at Moſes, and all the Prophets, he in- 
c terpreted to them all the Things which were written 


« of him in the Holy Scriptures. Likewiſe Philip find- 2 
ing Nathaniel, tells him, we have found him of whom 


&« Moſes did write in the Law, and alſo the Prophets, Je- 
c {as the Son of Joſeph, that was of Nazareth,” John i. 
45. Certainly, as Tertullian againſt Marcion often ob- 
ſerves, the Harmony between the two Teſtaments, the 


Conſent or Agreement between Moſes and Chriſt, the a 
Prophets and the Apoſtles, the Synagogue and the 
Church, muſt needs be a great Teſtimony of the Truth 
of Chriſt and his Goſpel. Having ſaid thus much of 
thoſe incomparable Hiſtories and other excellent things 
contain'd in the Old Teſtament, it may not be im- 
proper to ſay ſomething of the Authors or Compilers 


of them. And firſt of Moſes. 


* 


And here, conſidering the Dignity of that great and 
excellent Legiſlator and Hiſtorian, to whom God did 
the Honour of ſpeaking Face to Face, it may ſeem almoſt ? 
a Preſumption to give his Character. I fhall only, in 
ſhort, ſay this, that for ſome thouſand of Years, the Sun 


did not behold his Fellow. He was from his Infancy 


brought up ina Court, where he received all the Advan- Wh 
tages of a Royal Education, becoming the Son and in- 
tended Heir of a King. He was well skill'd in Egyptian 
Learning, converſing at Court till he was forty Years 
old: At which time, being divinely inſpir'd, he with- 
drew from the Court of Pharaoh, and diſdaining to be 
thought the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, he choſe rather 
to ſuffer Affliction with the People of God, than injoy 
the Pleaſures of a courtly ſinful Life. Being forc'd to fly? 
to 


zhe Old Teſtament; Xl 


to Midian, he undertook the poor Employment of feed- 
ing Sheep. In which time God appeared to him inthe 
2 Buſh, and gave him Commiſſion to be Ruler and Leader 
of his People; wherein he ſhewed an admirable Con- 
duct and Economy, leading an almoſt innumerable 
> Multitude of obſtinate headſtrong People, throꝰ a torrid 
Deſert for forty Years. They often diſoblig'd him by 
their mutinous and ingrateful Carriage; yet like a true 
Father of his Country, he forgave them, and always in- 
terpoſed between them and their angry God, who, but 
for him, had often reveng'd himſelf upon them; and 
2 was hardly diſſuaded from utterly extirpating them and 
1. their Name, and raiſing another Nation to Moſes in 
their ſtead. | | 

he But if we inquire more particularly into the Abilities 
he and Virtues of this excellent Perſon, we ſhall find him 
he the greateſt and moſt honoured Mortal that ever was 
th born, till the Son of God condeſcended to bleſs the 
of World in human Shape. He was Prophet, Prince and 
Poet. For the firſt we have his own Acknowledgment : 
The Lord thy God ſhall raiſe up unto thee a Prophet 
„ likeunto me, from among thy Brethren, Deut. xviii. 
2< 15.” For the ſecond, God himſelf inveſted him with 
imperial Power, when he gave him Commiſſion to deli- 
ver and govern — Exod. iii. 10. That he was a 
Poet, appears from thoſe eleven P/alms intitled to him, 
from P/al. Ixxxix. to Pſal. c. Beſides the many perſonal 
Favours God beſtow'd upon this great Man, he was 
pleas'd to honour him with this particular Note of Di- 
ſtinction, that he was the moſt faithful of his Servants 

to whom he would communicate his Will by expreſs 
Words, Num. xii. 7, 8. And indeed, if we conſider the 
frequent Interviews between God and Moſes, the Con- 
ith· veyance of the Law by him, and his daily converſing and 
» be pleading for the People in the Tabernacle, where God 
ther ore immediately revealed himſelf, we may juſtly call 
njoy um the Secretary of the Divine Wiſdom; by whoſe 
fly Frayers more than by Jaſaua's Valour, Amaleł was ſub 


— 
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duced. 
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dued. I ſhall not need to advance his Character by enu- 
merating his wondrous Works in Egypt, his miraculous 
Conduct of the 7/7aelites thro' the Red-Sea, his furniſh- 7 
ing them with Food from Heaven, his producing Water 
by a Miracle from Matter to which Nature had denied it, 
and his vindicating God's Honour and his own Reputa- 
tion from the Calumnies of their Enemies by a juſt Exe- 
cution on Corah and his Aſſociates. Whoever examines 
the Adminiſtration of this great Man, he will find in it 
the moſt refined Polity and exact ¶ Economy, that ever 
adorn'd the Character of the moſt illuſtrious Legiſlator; 
for he had to do with a moſt obſtinate, rebellious, and in- 
grateful People, and whom he govern'd with that Dex- 
terity, that he always brought them to a Senſe of their 
Duty. But in the Diſcharge of this Part of his high Of- 
fice, his Love and Care of their Safety more eminently 
appear'd than all his other Perfections, not only in that 
Heat of Zeal, when he beg'd of God, rather to deprive 
him of the Injoyment of the promiſed Land, than deny it 
to his People; = in thoſe preſſing Inſtances and fervid 7 
Admonitions throughout the whole Book of Deuterono- 
my, wherein he calls God and Man, Heaven and Earth to 
Witneſs, that he may incline their Hearts to a ſtrict and 
ſacred Obſervance of the Law of God. Nor was his Hu- 
mility the leaſt Imbelliſnment of his Character; for tho 
the {ſraelites had often provok'd him by their Cla- %- 
mours, Reproaches, and Apoſtacy,and ſometimes threat- 
ned to ſtone him, unmoy'd he beheld their Ingratitude, 
and inſtead of revenging himſelf by Threats and Puniſl- 
ments, he humbly addreſs'd himſelf to God in their Be- 
half, to deprecate the Judgments they deſerved. And for 
this Virtue God himſelf expreſly diſtinguiſhes him with 
this Eulogy, „That he was the meekeſt Man upon 
« Earth.” And for the ſake of this indearing Quality; 
Moſes is thought by ſome, ſo to have recommended him- 
ſelf to God, that he admitted him to behold as muchof 
the divine Eſſence as his human Nature was capable f 
ſeeing; with which more fond and aſpiring Men — i 
| 7 e 3 
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Jus 3 Kt to be truſted. As to the Death of this illuſtrious Pro- 
2 phet and Prince, it was as wonderful as the great Tranſ- 

actions of his Life; for God himſelf paid him the funeral 
it, Honours, by burying him lo ſecretly, that no Man ever 


knew where his Sepulchre was. 

But all that we have hitherto ſaid comes far ſhort of the 
> facred Eulogies of inſpired Writers, who have celebrated 
nit the Memory of this great Legiſlator in moſt exalted 
ver Strains. Hear Siracides, ch. xlv.“ Moſes was the beloved 
or; „ of God and Men, and his Remembrance is bleſſed. 
in- God made him like the glorious Saints, (the holy Pa- 
ex- triarchs) and terrible to his Enemies. By his Words 
1cir “ hecauſed Wonders to ceaſe, and magnified him in the 
Of. „ Sight of Kings (viz. of Pharaoh) concerning whom 


tly c the Lord ſaid to him, Behold, I have made theea God 
hat toPharaoh, (Exod.vii.i.) giving him the Command of 
ive his People, and ſhewing him his Glory. He ſanctified 
y it “ him with Faith and Meekneſs, and choſe him out of all 
vid Men. He cauſed him to hear his Voice, and took him 
ne- “ into the Cloud; he gave him the Commandments be- 
hto ( fore his Face, even the Law of Life and Knowledge, 
and “ that he might teach Jacob his Covenant, and Tfrael 
Hu- “ his Judgments. 

tho 3 Hear the great Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
Cla- Ch. xi. 24. By Faith Moſes, when he was come to Age, 
cat- #* refuſed to be called the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, 
ade, #* chooſing rather to ſuffer Adverſity with the People of 
uſh- God, than to injoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon 
Be- F* eſteeming Rebuke for Chriſt's ſake, greater than the 
1 for “ Treaſures of Egypt; for he had reſpect to the Reward. 
with “ By Faith he forſook Egypt, not fearing the King's 
pon F* Diſpleaſure, ſubmitting with Patience, as he that ſaw 
lity, F himwhich wasinviſible. Thro Faith he inſtituted the 
1im- F Paſſover and Effuſion of Blood, leſt he that ſlew the 
hof F Firſtborn ſhould touch them. By Faith he paſs d thro? 
le of F the Red-Sea, asondry Land, which when the Egyp- 
not F 77ans attempted to do, they were ſwallowed up. 
fc Hear St. Stephen the Protomartyr, As vii. 22, 30, 
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35538.“ Moſes was mighty in Word and Deed; to 
e whom, in the Wilderneſs of Mount Sina an Angel a- 
& peared in a Flame of Fire ina Buſn; him God ſent for 
a Prince and a Deliverer, by the Hand of the Angel 
6 which appear'd to him in the Buſh; he brought them 
out, doing Wonders and Miracles in the Land of E—- 
& gypt. This is he, that was in the Congregation, (the 
& Church) in the Wilderneſs with the Angel, Which 
& ſpake to him in Mount Sina, and with our Fathers, e 
© who received the lively Oracles to give unto us. 
Nor is the Teſtimony of the Fathers and later Writers 7 
in Commendation of Moſes to be deſpis'd; who ſpeak 7? 
with the utmoſt Reſpect and Reverence of him. Juſtin 
Martyr in his Parenefis to the Gentiles fays, © Moſes 7 © 
« wrote his Hiſtory in Hebrew, before the Characters 
c of Greek were found out, which Cadmus from the 
cc Phenicians firſt diſcovercd to the Greeks. Whence © 
& Plato in Timæus ſays, that the wiſe Solon returning 
„ from Egypt, told Critias, he had heard an Egyptian 
ce Prieſt, who faid to him, O Solon, you Greeks are young 
&« Men in Learning and Diſcipline.” And a little after © 
the ſame Juſtin Martyr fays, out of Diodorus, that Or- 
pheus, Homer, Solon, Pythagoras, Plato, and others, 
when they were in Egypt, alter'd their Minds concern- © 
ing Polytheiſm ; being inſtructed by the Egyptians (who O 
had it from Moſes) that there was but one God, whoin 3 | 
the beginning created Heaven and Earth. And laſtly he . 
affirms, that Plato learn'd from Moſes the Being of a . 
God, the Creation of things, the divine Word, the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, the Judgment and Puniſhment F* ( 
of the Wicked, the Reward of the Juſt, and the Hol) 
Ghoſt ; which he ſuppoſes to be the Soul of the World. 
But it is very certain, that Plato did not rightly under ©, 
ſtand Moſes, when he diſtorted his Meaning to ſuch rid- . t 
culous Fancies, as led him into moſt egregious Errors. 0 
St. Gregory Nazianzenin Orat. 2 2. calls Moſes, < The "N 


. 


ce moſt illuſtrious Legiſlator, and moſt holy of Prieſtd . 0 

CC 1 - . | ec h 
who being taken into the Converſation of God, be. C h 

came a Spectator of the divine Secrets. 99. 


— Fo: 
- $2 
3 


the Old Teſtament: xv 


S t. Auguſtin againſt Fauſtus, I. 22. c. 69. ſays, © Moſes 
( was the moſt faithful Servant of God; humble in 
( declining ſo weighty a Miniſtry, but dutiful in un- 
“ dertaking it; juſt in keeping, and reſolute in exe- 
2 « cuting it; vigilant in Government; ſmart in Juſtice z 
2 «© zealousin Love, and patient in Suffering, &c. 

S t. Cyril of Alexandria, ina handſom and well deduced 
Chronology, proves Moſes to be before the moſt Anci- 
ent of the Centile Heroes. 

Conſtantine the Great, in his Oration, very elegantly 
ſets forth the Worth and Dignity of Moſes, Euſeb. c. 17. 
Who, ſays he, can ſay enough in Honour of him, who 
„ “ reduc'd a People out of the greateſt Confuſion, into 
„ the molt exact Order? Who by gentle Perſuaſions 
= 2 their mutinous Spirits, and from a moſt ſervile 
e Condition, brought them to the Injoyment of Liber- 
© „ ty. Who, in Wiſdom, fo far excell'd all that were ſu- 
1g 1 perior to him in V cars, that he beeame the Standard of 
an Knowledge, both in his own and ſucceeding Times, 
8 5 and a bright Example of moral Virtues to Heathens 
er “ as well as Hebrews, eſpecially to Pythagoras and Plato, 
„ 2 who were zealous Emulators of his Continency. 

rs, St. Ambroſe, I. I. c. 2. de Cain & Abel, ſays, © Moſes was 
-n- the Figure of that Preceptor that was to come, who 
ho “ ſhould preach the Goſpel, fulfil the Old Teſtament, 
\in build the New, and feed the People with celeſtial Ali- 
he “ment. Hence the Dignity of his human Condition 


f a is ſo highly advanc'd, that he is called by the Name of 
de. God: I have ſet Thee as a God to Pharaoh, Exod.vii.1. 
ent (That is, I have given thee Authority to ſpeak to him 
0ũk. in my Name.) And indeed he became his Character; 
d: “ for he was Maſter of his Paſſions, not inclin'd to 
Jer: © worldly Deſires, but in Mind and Body indeavour'd 
id to form himſelf after the Likeneſs of that Perfection 
5, of his God, as far as Nature would permit: And there- 


fore we read quite differently of him, to what we do of 
others, whodicthro' ſome Defect of Nature; but with 
E him it was otherwiſe; for notwithſtanding his great 

= 1 Age, 
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c Age, heretain'd the Uſe of all his Faculties and Senſes | 
cc to the laſt, his Eyes not failing, nor his natural Force 
cc abated; but died according to the Word of the Lord. 

I ſhall conclude this Character of Moſes with what 7o- 
ſephus, Euſebius and others, in ſnort, but very compre- 
henſively, ſay of him; that among all the Traditions of 
the Ancients, and Opinions of the Moderns, and in all 
the Collections of Jewiſh and Gentile Hiſtorians, Moſes 
appears to be the firſt Theologiſt, Philoſopher, Poet 
and Hiſtorian in the World. | -2 

As to the Writers of the other Parts of the Old Teſta-. 
ment, there is but little to be ſaid; beſides, confining ? 
my ſelf chiefly to the Hiſtorical Part of it, I ſhall be the 
more brief, giving anAccount only of thoſe Books of the 
Holy Scripture, from whence the Hiſtory is colle&ted. Þ 

he firit Catalogue of ſacred Books was made by the , 
Fews, but by whom is not certainly known. It is high- | 
ly probable, it was by Ezra, who collected all the fa-"F y 
cred Books of the Old Teſtament, and ſhewing the Col. 
lection to the Jews, it was received and approved by the 
whole Nation, as containing all the ſacred Writings. fe 
Joſephus ſays they had two and twenty Books, which by 
contained all that related to the Jewiſſh Nation, from the RB, 

Beginning of the World till his Time. vw 

The five Books written by Moſes contain the Hiſtory. ? 
of near three thouſand Years, from the Creation till his? an 

Death. The Prophets, who ſucceeded him, wrote in F Y, 

thirteen Books all that happened from his Death to the of 

Reign of Artauerxes, the Son of Xerxes, King of Pera. 

They had alſo four Books of Hymns and Songs. 7: elf 

ſephus adds, That there were Books written from the fro 

time of Artaxerxes down to his Days; but there be Re 
ing no Prophet amongſt them to write them, as ther 
had been in former times, they were not eſteemed ſa unc 

cred, nor the People obliged to read them. 1 

It is not certain whether Joſhua wrote the Book that eaf, 


goes by his Name; but it is very probable it was writ 
ten by his Command, and very ſoon after his A” = V 


N 
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2 for Moſes had often, during his Adminiſtration, in 
which Joſbua was Chief under him, order'd him to 
CZ write the moſt remarkable Occurrences in a Book. 
d. It contained a Hiſtory of about ſeventecn Years. 
Some are of Opinion, that every Judge wrote, or 
cauſed to be written, what was tranſacted in his Days 
of and that all theſe Tranſactions were collected and put 
Ul into one Book, either by Samuel or Ezra. The Book 
es of Judges contains the Hiſtory of three hundred Years 
rand upwards, from the Death of Zo/bua to the Death 

of Samſon. As for the Story of Ruth, it is certain ſhe 
4-3 bvcd in the time of the Judges, probably under Saimgar. 
The eus made but one Book of this and Jadges. 
he The four Books that follow, viz. two of Samuel 
he and two of Kings, contain the Hiſtory of near fix 
. hundred Vears. The firſt Book of Samuel to the five 
he and twentieth Chapter, was written by Samuel him- 
h- ſelf; the Prophets Gad and Nathan finiſh'd it, and 
a- wrote the ſecond Book of Samuel. The two Books 
of Kings were written by Jeremiah or Ezra. 
he The two Books of Chronicles were written after the 
g5. 2 four former. Tis generally believed they were written 
ch by Ezra, who collected them partly out of the other 
he Books of the Bible, and partly out of the Papers which 

27 vere yet extant in his Days, but loſt ſince. 3 
Extra wrote that Book which is called by his Name; 
his *Z and contains the Hiſtory of eighty two or eighty three 
10 F Years, from the firſt Year of Cyras to the twentieth 
the of Artaxerxes Longimanus. | 
4, The Book of Nehemiah was certainly written by him- 
ſſelf, and contains the Hiſtory of about thirty one Years, 
from the Reign of Artaxerxes to the Beginning of the 


be. Tun of Darius called the Baſtard. 5 
ert Ihe Time and Author of the Book of Eſther are very 


{a Muncertain. Some think it was written by Ezra, or Joa- 
him the Prieſt, the Grandſon of Fozedec. It is very 
hat WFeaſomable to think, that the Ahaſuerus here mention'd 
ri muſt be Darius the Son of Hyſtaſpes, becauſe he reign d 
Vor. I. a from 
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from India to Ethiopia; which excludes all the Kings 
before Cambyſes, and even Cambyſes himſelf, becauſe he 
did not conquer Egypt. It is thought by ſome, that this 
Book of Eſther was written upon the Account of the 
Jeus Feait of Purim. By Herodotus's ſaying, That 
Darius had a Wife, which he loved ſo paſſionately, that 
he ſet the Crown upon her Head, there is great Reaſon 
to believe, that Ahaſuerus mult be this Darius. 
As to the Story of 70, I have ſpoken at large in the 
Notes, which the Reader may conſult, but take this 
Hint by the Way. Some have queſtion'd the Truth 
of this Hiſtory; but Fob being mention'd in Holy 
Merit with ſo much Applauſe, it would be a Fault to 
doubt it. In £Ezek. c. xiv. v. 14. and in the general 
Epiſtle of St. James, ch. v. v. 11. The Time Fob 
lived in is very hard to be known, as well as the Au- 
thor. Some ſay, it was written by himſelf; others 


but Conjectures, and upon ſlight Grounds. It is ge- 


nerally believed, that Fob lived before Moſes, and that 1 
his Miſeries betel him, when the Children of 1/rael 


were in the Wilderneſs. Some are of Opinion, that 
he was deſcended of Nahor, Abraham's Brother; 
others from Eſau, which laſt is moſt probable. In 


the thirty ſixth of Geneſis there is Mention made of j 
one Jobab amongſt the Kings of Edom, which is al- FE 


moſt the ſame with Job. 


' ® Parim, Par is a Perfian Word, and and Month by Month, for the DeſtruQion 3 
ſignifies a Lor, whence this Feaſt of the of them. In theſe two Days they rea 
Fews is called Parim, or the Feaſt of the Hiſtory of Efther in their Synagogues; * 


Lots, It began on the fourteenth of the and as often as they hear the Name © 


Month Adar, and continued till the end Haman mention'd , they do with thei J 
of the fifteenth, Eſch. ix. 2 1. It was in Fiſts and Hammers beat upon the Bench 
Kiruced by Mor decai, in Remembrance es and Boards, as if they did knock up 2 


of the Jews Delivery from Hamam, be- on Haman's Head. 
fore whom Lots were caſt Day by Day. = 


will have Moſes to be the Author of it. Thefe are 3 


WH U 
If. 


PER ſo long a Procm, [might reaſona= 

UN WY by be excuſed the Trouble of a Preface : 

But ſince there hath been ſuch Variety of 

Atempts in Undertakings of this Nature, 

1 think my ſelf obliged to give the Reader 
— — bome Account of the Occaſion of Mine. 

Thave obſerv'd, that moſt of thoſe that have publiſh'd the 

Hiſtorical Account of the Old or New Teſtament, have ſo 

interwoven the Myſtery and their own Obſervations with the 

Hiſtory, that both are very often confus'd, and neither anſawer 


: the End. To auoid which Perplexity, 1 have carried on the 


Hiſtorical Part intirely by it ſelf; and as I met with any 
thing worthy Obſervation, Ihave caſt it into the Notes at the 
bottom of each Page. The Sieur de Royamont's Hiſtory of 
the Old and New Teſtament, publiſu'd by R. Blome, is an 
imperfect Account, the Hiſtory being continually interrupted 


1 | with Obſervations, which muſt needs diſtract the Senſe, and 
7 Zake off the Pleaſure of reading; beſides there is no exatt 


Series obſerv'd, for very often material Matter of Fact is. 


| L | left out. Elwood hath ftudiouſly corrected this Error in his 
1b 3 Sacred Hiſtory, which is indeed a worthy Series of Stary, 
3 | ly the Beauty of his Defegn ; for where he meets with a Fal- 
; a 2 


and well collected. But he has ſome Imperfections which ſul- 
lare: 
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lure ina Prieſt, he grows petulant, and viliſies the Office in 


the Man; and by fly Innuendoes ridicules the Ceremonies of 
the Church, as in page 228, line 13. Nor is he ouly blamea- 
ble in this, but guilty of great Indecencies in the Story of 


Ruth, reflecting ſome Mantonneſſes onthe Characters of her 


and Naomi, both which the Holy Scriptures deſcribe to be 
virtuous good People; and which all ought to acknowledge, 
ſence the Saviour of the World deſcended from Ruth. Hes 
very ludicrous, unbecoming the Sacredneſs of the Subject, in 
many Places; particularly in the Plague of Lice on Pha- 
raoh and his People, the Story of Samſon's Foxes, and that 
of Eſther. 


former and latter Times; which are vaſtly wide of the 
Purpoſe of Sacred Hiſtory. 


The Deſign of Religion being to make us wiſe and good, I 
to give us true Notions of God and our ſelves, and to per- 


ſuade us of the Reaſonableneſs of the Divine Commands, of 


the Advantages of living religiouſly, and of the Poſſibility, 
nay, and Eaſineſs too of ſo doing; yet, ſince the Mord 


abounds with ſuch as think the Practice of Religion altoge- 


ther impoſſible ; and with others that laugh at thoſe Sacred | 1 


Oracles, which contain the Mill of God, as if they were the 
moſt filly and ridiculous Things imaginable; and though 


this is chiefly the Effect of their Ignorance, Lazineſs, and ] 


Love to Vice; yet it cannot be denied, but that the Negli- 


gence of Tranſlators has given too much Occaſion to it. I # 


have therefore taken care, as far as lay in my Way, to correct 


many Over ſights and Negletts in our Tranſlation of the fe 
Bible; which too often furniſh wicked Men with Excuſes, 
and Libertines and Athieſts with Matter of Feſting. Its 
certain, that. one of the greateſt Favours God could. have 
conferred on Men, in a State of Miſery and Ignorance, was, | 
ro inform them of their Duty, and teach them the Means of 
becoming happy : And therefore there is nothing more worthy | 


Nor is he to be excus'd for his Puritanical I 
Manner of: making unlawful Parallels between the Acts of 


of area/onable Man, and eſpecially of a Chriſtiay, than ito "a! 


apply himſelf to the right under ſtanding of thoſe Things 
which arc revealed inthe Holy Scriptures, ſince they have ny 


been 


Frounds of Atheiſm and Infidelity, of dangerous eu” 
ger /itious Foppery, or fooliſh and ridiculous him ? Thi 
dare confidently ajjirm, the Reader will find made good 


main forborn the Chronology z in- which Interpreters 


3 Tne:PR EFAGHK 
been written for this very End. To be careleſs or negligent 
then, ina Matter of ſuch high Concern, is criminal, and 
Tannuot but be look'd upon as an undoubted Mark of [rreli- 


gion and Profaneneſs. How uneaſy is the maſt learned and 
ingenious Part of Men to ſuffer the leaſt Fault or Obſcurity 
jn any Greek or Roman Author? How ſedulous in turning 


ver Volumes to find the true Reading and Senſe of one 
Hord in Homer or Virgil? Muſt it not then argue great 
Yudiference or Diſreſpett for the Sacred Books, to let the 
Ferſions of them paſs miſrepreſented and uncorrected? And 


"How advantageous a Thing is it, when, by making a Text 


J lain and intelligible, it ſhall overturn any of the pretended 


H 


# many Places of the following Sheets. 
It is very much to be feared, that many Men have been 


Wore zealous than curious in Religious Matters; otherwiſe 
ey would not have overlooked, or conſented to ſo many and 
haterial Miſtakes in our Tranſlation of the Bible. Of theſe, 
hat fell in the May of Hiſtory, (to which Part I confine my 
Ft ) the Reader will find corrected and explained: And in 


is, to name no others, I have chiefly follow'd the ingenious 


3 uthor of the Eſſay towards a new Tranſlation of the 
"Wible. Lisa Mord of learned Obſervations ; and which 


humbly recommend to all Men, but more eſpecially to our 


4 ung Divines Tor, befides that it renders many Places of 


ripture more truly and clearly. than they have been for- 


| : erly. expreſs'd by any Verſion, it diſcovers the Sources and 
uſes of the Errors and:Miſtakes which are to be found in 


Verſions, and furniſhes us with plain and eaſy Rules, 
which Perſons of the meaneſi Capacity may obſerve the 


% material. Faults of all Tranſlations. 

lt would be more amuſing than beneficial to give the Rea= 
a Catalogue of the Helps I have made uſe of in this Un- 
"ating, let it ſuffice, that I have had Recourſe to the 


[nterpreters, Criticks. and Commentators. [have in 


very 


1, 
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very much differ, particularly the French; of whom El-. 
wood ſeems to be mighty fond. For Du Pin is extreamly © 
miſtaken in the Time of Nebuchadnezzar's deſtroying Je- 
ruſalem, and the Captivity that thereupon inſu'd; and tie 
Sieur de Royamont in the Time of Belſhazzar's Reign; 
not to name any more. Nor do they vary in this only, bus 
in Matter of Fact, if we compare them with Joſephu, 
Ruffinus, and others of good Authority. | 3 
Conſining my ſelf (as I have ſaid before) to what is Hi. 
ſtorical, Ihave touch'd only thoſe Paſſages in the Propheti 
which relate to the Hiſtory, that I might not break in upon, , 
or diſcontinue the Series of Time and Action. = 
[ have inſerted thoſe Hiſtorical Paſſages of the Apo- 
crypha, which the Jews eſteem'd true Hiſtory, tho” they 
did not place them among their Canonical Books: An ½ 
fence our Church hath allow'd them as Truths, and a- 
pointed them to be read, I have ranged them in their pr , 
Per Order, tho ſome reject them as Incertainties. 3 
From the Time of Malachi to our Saviour, there ius 
Chaſm of about four hundred Years ; which, to make tl! %; 
Hiſtory intire and compleat, Thave filled up out of the be, 
Authors that wrote of thoſe Times, as the Reader will ſee. % 
[have already in the Proem to the Hiſtory of the Fou 
Goſpels /poken at large of the Mriters of it, and thin 
Authority. I fhall only here give my Reaſons for cus 
netting them into one Story. | 3 
The God of Truth, willing to acquaint us with what is 
the higheſt Concern, hath provided his Spirit to enlighten of % 
Underſtanding, his Son and Miniſtry the Means to convey ] 
and his writtenWord to bring thoſe Things, which were dot 
many Ages before our Time, andin Places far diſtant fri %. 
as, ſo near, asif we had ſeen them acted before our E) , 
Gal. iii. 1. To this End our Bleſſed Saviour did chuſe fin %. 
among the Jews certain Men, which had known his Life as 
Doctrine from the Beginning, Luke i. a. to be Witneſſis ; 
the Jews and Gentiles z and ſelected two from among 
Apoſtles, and from his Diſciples other two, to commit iim 


to Writing, and tranſmit them to Poſterity : That 4 4 
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4 ThePREFACE XX111 
Other Caſes the Witneſs of two or three was ſufficient, Deut. 

vii. 6. and xix. 15. this of four might abundantly ſa- 
i) rig any that ſhould doubt of that Truth, which in Times 


Je. aſt did ſhine ſo bright among the Jews: Eſpecially having 
600 Fece:v'd what they deliver'd, not only by their own Knows 
1 ſellge and Experience; but writing, as they [pake, the Dic- 
out Fares of the Spirit of God, 2 Pet. i. 21. The Writings 
Wy Therefore of one of thoſe, whom we call Evangeliſts, being 

fle Teftimony of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Tim. iii. 16. is of more 
Hl Value, and ought rather to be credited, than the Teſtimony 
bet: F many, nay, of all Men : But all of them agreeing in one 
pe nd the ſame Truth, their Teſtimony is ſo much the more in- 
D Forcing, as implying ſo many ſeveral Acts of one and the ſame 


Pypirit, producing in divers Subjects one and the ſame 
1) Þ fea, even the Myſtery of our Salvation by Feſus Chriſt : 
, For tho' every one of them follow his own peculiar Method 
4 nd Order in the Context of his Hiſtory, and ſometimes de- 
PI. . ver the [ame Thing in the ſame or other Words, or add ſome 
Tircumſtance to that which another had written, or new 


1 Matter altogether omitted by the refl, and now and then 
Uh Lem not ſo much to reſpect Order and Method, as faithfully 
by Jo record Fact; yet in the undoubted Truth both of Chriſt's 
ſee Hpeeches and Actions, there is a moſt admirable Conſent and 
0 Teleſtial Harmony. For the more clear Demonſtration of 


His, the Learned of all Ages have beſtow'd much Labour 


cor nd extraordinary Induſtry in comparing their Teſtimonies z 
, Tatianus he Scholar of Juſtin Martyr, Ammonius 
1 Drigen's Maſter, Theophilus, Antiochenus, Epiphanius, 
1 uguſtine, and others; not to name any more of later 
3 y Date; by whoſe Labours in that kind the Church of God 


Rath been much inlighten'd and adorn'd. Yet this, as it was 
Jr Tr form'd by ſeveral Men, ſo was it done in a different man- 
E ger. Some of them reduced all the four Evangeliſts into 
Fr e Method and Text of one; the Manner of which appears 

oe Canons yet remaining and extant in $t.Jerom,Tom. 
/"F. ininitio. Orhers placed the ſeveral Texts collaterally in 
8 Page, leaving it to the Reader to judge what was added, 
77 otherwiſe deliver d by any one of them. And this Method 
F if * 2 ano ſt 
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moſt of latter Times have follow'd, Calvin excepted, auf 
harmonizeth only the three firſt, placing St. John by hin. 


©4118 
42EY 
3 


ſelß, as hardly reducible to the other three. Others have re. 


duced all the four Goſpels into one continued Text, bringing 
in every one in his due Place and own Words, delivering his 
Part of the Hiſtory of Chriſt. This Method is obſerv'd by 
Janſenius and Chemnitius, Both excellent in their Yay : But * 
that which I have chiefly follow'd, is the Itincrarium of the © 
zncomparable Lucas 3 „ before his moſt learned 
5 I 


Comment on the four Goſpels z which being ſo harmonio!|: 


ly and exattly perform'd, I thought it moſt proper for in 1 


Rule and Guide. 


The Advantage of this kind of Harmony of the fou 
_ Goſpels 20 the intelligent Reader will be infinitely greamm 
than I can expreſs; for he will find by this perpetual ani © 
continued Connexion of Hiſtory the Speeches, Sermons ani * 
Acts of Chrift, related without Interruption of Circum- * 
ſtances differently placed: And where the Circumſtanii 
of any Actions are omitted by one or two of the Evangeliſt, 
they are in this Method reduced to their proper Place, an, 
the Hiſtory carried on entire. There are many Places if 
the Evangeliſts, which ſeem to an inadvertent or pre, 
diced Reader to contraditt one another; but by this Coir 
nexion are more commodiouſly reconciled, than by any Gl. 
whatſoever. And thus by the joint Conſent of the fu? 
Goſpels in one Teſtimony and Relation, the Hiftory of 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and the whole Foundation, 
Evangelical Truth and Doctrine appear more beautifil * 
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and illuſtrious : Of which God give us his Grace to malt 4 


a right Uſe and true Improvement, for his Glory and a 


Benefit. Amen. 
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HE Almighty Architect having in his 
Eternal Wiſdom ſurvey'd the Chaos in 
ez its rude and ſhapeleſs Condition, ſhew'd 
the firſt Inſtance of his Power in creat- 
ing Light; for hitherto nothing but 
ESTZIWERG Darknels overſpread the unform'd 
Earth and Water, which with the other Elements and 
laterials of the Creation lay blended together with- 
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2 A Compleat Hiſtory 


moved upon the Face of the Waters. No ſooner had 


the Light difplay'd its chearful Beams, but it gave 


Birth to the firſt Day, which was immediately ſuc- 


ceeded by the firſt Night. And this was the firſt Day's 7? 
Work of the great Creator; who was ſo pleas'd with 


the Operation of his Hands, that he gave it his ſacred 


Approbation, diſtinguiſhing each with a new Name, 


calling the Light Day, and the Darkneſs Night. 


And to keep ſo much of this Part of new-tram'd | 
Nature within juſt Limits, the Almighty laid the 


Foundations of Heaven, call'd by the Name of b Fir- 
mament, which was to keep the Waters of the 
Clouds and thoſe below them aſunder. 


As yet the Creation conſiſted of nothing but Light, 


the Waters and the Firmament that parted them ; 
therefore God commanded that the Waters might be 


reduc'd within Bounds; upon the Retreat of which: 


the dry Land appeared, and this was called Earth, a 


the Gathering of the Waters was called Sea. The 


likewiſe received his gracious Probat; but being a 
yet irregular and uncultivate, he reſolves to beſtoy 


upon it a prolifick Vertue as well as Ornament ani 
Decoration: He no ſooner gave the Word, but Ni 
ture covers the Earth with a beautiful Carpet 


Flowers, Plants and Trees of all Sorts. 


Hitherto the Light, which God created the fit 1 


Day, (and without which the Order and Beauty e 
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Things would have been altogether uſeleſs) was dit 


fus'd throughout the Univerſe, by the Struggling d ; 
the ſmall Globes of etherial Matter, to break look 
2 Hirit. Thus our Tranſlation; which Moſes obſerves, Exod. xiv. 21. that tht 3 


ought to have been render'd a moft vehe- aroſe a ffrong Eaſt Wind the Night bein I 
ment Wind, inſtead of the Spirit of God, the Iſraelites paſs d thro' the Red nem 


ſince the Hebrew Word Rmnach ſignifies as which made it dry. 
well the Wind as the Spirit, and this Sig- 


b Firmament. The Hebrew Word Ra, 1 | 
nification of it agrees very well with A- ſignifies Extenſion, and by it here A 
fes's Narration, which repreſents the Earth means that Extent of airy Matter, wis 


mix*d ſo with the Waters, that it could incompaſſes the Earth, and ſeparates 


not appear, and ſo ſtood very much in Clouds from the Waters that are upon TY 


Fon 


need of a Wind to dry it, As the ſaid Earth, | 


3 


Book I. 
out Order or Diſtinction; only the © Spirit of God 


Book IJ. f zhe Holy Bible. 
from the Centre of their Vertexes; but on the fourth 
Day God made thoſe two great Luminaries of Hea- 


ven, the Sun and Moon, one to rule the Day, and 


3 


the other the Night; and to render them more uſe- 


ful, by the Regularity of their Motion, he appointed 
them for Signs to diſtinguiſh the Seaſons, and by them 
divide Time into Days and Years. 
2 alſo, which he ſet in the Firmament, where they finiſh 
their Revolutions in their proper Periods of Time. 


He made the Stars 


God having ſpent the firſt four Days in the Creati- 


on of inanimate Things, proceeded to that of Livin 
Creatures, 
„Waters, 
e ing Creature that hath Life, and 4 Fowl that may 


by giving a productive Quality, Let the 
. he, bring forth abundantly the e mov- 


fly above the Earth in the open Firmament of Hea- 
4 ven.“ After this God created great e Whales, and 


all other living Creatures which the Waters 
duc'd, and gave them this Bleſſing, “be fruitful, and 


Pro- 


fill the Waters with Fiſh, and the Earth with 


23< Fowl.” 
Earth, which before brought forth only Vegetables, 
the Production of Animals, ſaying, Let the Earth 
bring forth the living Creature after its Kind; Cat- 
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Moreover he added to the Fertility of the 


* tle and creeping Things, and Beaſts of the Earth 


E after their Kinds; and it was ſo. | 


All theſe Parts of the Creation being thus fimſh'd 


in their admirable Order, the Almighty, to crown 


= © Moving, Fiſh in Gen. i. 20. are not 
properly call'd creeping Animals, tho? 
Fauſe they have no Feet, but lying up- 
their Bellies in the Water with the 
ep of their Fins they row themſelves 
Jong. 

= © Fow!. From this Text of Geneſis 


g me have ſtarted an Opinion, that Fowl 


rwe their Origin from the Water. And 


bers from Gen. ii. v. 19. Ont of the 
re A nd God formed every Beaſt of the 
„ wif 3 field, and every Fowl of the Air, raiſe ano- 
rates h er, That Fowis take their Beginning 
pon m the Earth. Theſe two Texts are 


V Teconcileable, for neither denies what 


the other ſays, tho? they ſpeak differently; 
as when Moſes fays, Gen. i. 20. Let the 
Waters bring forth, &c. and Fowl; he does 
not ſay that the Earth did not bring forth 
Fowl. It is moſt reaſonable to think they 


had their Original partly from the Water, 


and partly from the Earth; and this might 
render the Fleſh of Fowls leſs groſs than 
that of Beaſts, and more firm than that of 
Fiſhes. Hence Philo calls Fowl the Kin- 
dred of Fiſh, 

© Whales, The Hebrew Word Tanni- 
nim ſignifies all vaſtly great Creatures, as 
well on Earth, as in the Water, and is 
commonly apply d to all great Fiſhes. | 
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4 A Compleat Hiſtory Book I. 
this great Work, changes his Stile, which before was, 
Let this, or that be ſo, and ſays, Let us make Man 


4% 
<a 
"6 
8 
KS: 
og 
E. 


in our ownf Image, after our own Likeneſs: Which 
repreſents God as acting more immediately himſelf, 
and undertaking this excellent Piece of 8 Workman- 
ſhip with ſome Sort of Reflection and Deliberation : 
And tho” the Matter out of which Man was formed 


was but the Duſt of the Ground, ir God to ſhew | © 
his Omnipotence breathed into his 


oſtrils the Breath 


of Life, and Man became a living Soul. Man being 
thus excellently made was by God inveſted with the 
Two great Bleſſings of Fruitfulneſs and Dominion: 
Be fruitful, ſays he, and multiply, and repleniſh the 1 


Earth, and ſubdue it, and have Dominion over it. He 
conſtituted him Lord over all other Creatures, and 
gave him the Product of the whole Earth for his Su. 


ſtenance and Pleaſure. 
Such was the Creation 


when God had taken a general Survey, he pronounc'd! 
it very good. And on the h Seventh Day he ended 


all his Works, which Day he appointed to be kept 


t Image. Many of the ancient Fathers 
diſtinguiſh Image from Likeneſs in this 
Place; Imagerelating to his Nature, and 
Likeneſs to the divine Virtues. 

e Workmanſhip, See Epheſ. ii. 10. and 
Act. xvi. 28, 

b Seventh, Interpreters are ſtrangely 
uzzled with what our Tranſlation, and 
ome others, make Moſes ſay in Gen. ii. 2. 

And on the ſeventh Day God ended his 
Work, which he had made. Fhis Difficulty 
ſeem'd ſo material to the LXX. and to 
the Syrian and Samaritan Interpreters, 
that rhey put in the Number Six in the 
Place of the Seventh, ty Th »aipa rh ixcy, 
and ſome, as Ladovicus, Capellus and Mo- 
vinus, have made no Scruple to prefer 
their Verſion to the Hebrew Text. Others 
give the Words the ſeveral following Ex- 
plications: viz. That God made the Se- 
venth Day; that the ſeventh Day he com- 


municated Motion and Action to the 


Things he had created the preceding Six 
Days. That the Sevench Day he knew 


of the World, of which! 


they were ended, and to add no more} 
that the Words ſhould be render'd, U, 
Seventh Day he deſired his Works, i. ./ 
heartily purpoſed to preſerve them. Norf- 
are others leſs unanimous. Some thin! 
that God gave the finiſhing Stroke to hi, 
Works on the Seventh Day, to preven”” 
the too ſuperſtitious Obſervation of ii 
Others that the Words ſhould be hh 
ed, On the Seventh Day he reſted from bi. 
Works; but the Hebrew Verb cannot be {o-7 
taken in this Place, as the Learned d 
know. Some imagine Eve was creat? 
the Seventh Day, contrary to the expres 
Words of Moſes, Gen. i. 27. Others u 
derſtand the Seventh Day excluſive, l 
ſtrange, that ſo many Learned Men ſhoves 
have been ſo much puzzled with ſuch it 
plain and eaſy Paſſage, which ſhould Ye 
tranſlated, Aud the Seventh Day God bi 
ended his Works, which he had made; thi . 
is, that the Seventh Day there remama 
nothing to be made; as the greateſt Male 
of the Hebrew Tongue do acknowledge. WE 
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GOD created mani iy own UNage, | 
lhe cn of GOD orated le Nm male. 
2 4 8 


land female created he then. _ 4. 


Man is created in che Image of GOD. 
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Holy, that Man might therein conſider the Excellen- 


1% 


II IE 


| } of Ground, call'd the Garden of i Eden, or the Ter- 
reſtrial Paradiſe; wherein God placed him, thar he 


"3 : Fs 
3 


Diſobedience, he annexes a dreadful Penalty to the 
Tranſgreſſion of this Precept: In the Day, ſays he, 
> that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt deſerve to! die with 


of zhe Holy Bible. 


3 


cy of the Creation, and God's Goodneſs towards him; 
which he {till inlarg'd by additional Bounties accommo- 
date to the Uſe and Pleaſure of Life. The firſt of which 


he expreſs'd in his Choice of the moſt beautiful Spot 


might cultivate and keep it, giving him a general Per- 


miſſion to eat the Fruit of every 
> even of the K Tree of Life, except of the Tree of the 
>} Knowledge of Good and Evil; giving him thereby an 


Occaſion to ſhew his Fidelity to his Maker, an 
Readineſs to depend on him as his ſupream Lord and 
2 only Benefactor; at the ſame Time to terrify him from 


ree in the Garden, 


d his 


out Remiſſiooenn. 
B 


b = which this Garden was, is ſufficiently 
deenoted by the Rivers Chiddehel and Pe- 
bath, which are certainly the Tygrzs and 


E * Euphrates, The Gehon and Piſon are 
not ſo well known ; but ſince it is faid, 


that theſe four Rivers united in one 


2 Channel in the Terreſtrial Paradiſe, go- 
ing out from thence form'd four ſeveral 
Branches, it muſt be allow'd that the 


Sean and the Piſen were in the ſame Part 


co the World, as the Tygris and the Eu- 
Pfrates; and it is very likely, that the 


$ 
I 


2 dhe Country of Saſſana, which is the 
Land of Chas, and the other into the 


4 
5 
2 
* 


3 * earthly Paradiſe was abour that Place, 
4 where thoſe Rivers being united in one 


n 
* 


; Body , afterwards divide into two 
Branches, which the Scripture calls Ge- 


22 
a 
8 
3 
St 


von and Piſon; one of which runs into 


Land of Havilab, which is a Part of 
Arabia the Stony. . 

Our learned Countryman, Dr. Henry 
5 Are, alledges that Paradiſe was about Me- 


by) - 
bo) pO 
2 8 


2 


N. 


76. 


ES ban. that Country being not far di- 


ant from Jadea. For it is the Tradition 


* 


q 1 df the Fathers, that Adam, when he was 
lected our of Paradiſe, havin 
Per ſome Parts of the World, came at 


travel'd 


2 1 
«283 3 "+ 
N 


3 8 God 


laſt to Judea, and there died, and was 
buried in a Mount, which his Poſterity, 
becauſe the Head of the firſt Man was 
laid there, called Mount Calvary, where 
Chriſt was crucified for the Expiation of 
the Sins of Adam, the firſt Tranſgreſſor. 


/ 


If the Story be not true, "oy gy MORE) 


it is pity but ir ſhould becauſe it 
hath ſuch venerable Aſſertors, as Qprian, 
Athanaſius, Baſil, Origen, and others of 
the Fathers, as Cornelius a Lapide af- 
firms. 2 

* Tres, Moſes in Gen. ii. 9. mentions two 
Trees, the Tree of Life, and the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. The Tree 
of Life, is ſuppos'd to be ſocalled, becauſe 
the Fruit of it had the Vertue of preſerving 
from Death; by Eating of which, Man 
was ſupply'd with continual youthful 
Vigour, till he ſhould be tranſlated from 
a corporal Life to a ſpiritual and immor- 
tal, The Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil had that Name, becauſe 
after Adam and Eve had eaten of its 
Fruit, they began ro know the Good 
they had loſt thro' their Diſobedience, 

and the Miſery they were fallen into. 
1 Die, Gen. ii. 17. TheVerſion runs 
thus 1 (halt die the Death: 
| Which 


6 A Compleat Hiſtory Book I. 
God having given Adam a Permiſſion what to eat, 
and a Prohibition what to forbear, puts him in Exc- 
cution of the Sovereignty he had before given him, 
bringing all the Beaſts of the Field and Fowls of the 
Air before him, that he might give them their Names, 
and whatſoever Adam called any Creature, that was 
its Name. And now Adam being the only Creature 
that wanted a Companion, God cauſed a deep Sleep 
to ſeize on him, and whillt he ſlept, God took out 
one of his m Ribs cloſing up the fleſh again, and made | 
it into a Woman and brought her to him. Adam be- 
ing ſenſible of what his Maker had done, as ſoon a 
he ſaw the Woman, in a fort of Rapture ſays, Thi: 
7s now Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh : And, 
as he had given Names to all other Creatures, he like- 
wiſe calls her Woman, {ubjoining a Reaſon, becauſe! 
ſhe was taken out of Man: Theſe two then being ſuch! 
Relatives, were to be inſeparable, and that in all fu- 
ture Ages, Man ſhould leave Father and Mother, and} 
incline wholly to his Wife, and they two be, as it 
Were, but one. This was the divine Inſtitution of 
Marriage, with the Law thereof, in the naked] 
Innocency, and unbluſhing Simplicity of the Man and 


Which would imply, that on the Day that he did eat of the forbidden Fruit] 
that Adam ſhould ear of this Tree of the m Ribs. The Atheiſt here is apt 16 
Knowledge of Goed and Evil, he ſhould raiſe Scruples and Difficulties, demant pe 
die; which was not ſo, for Adam lived ing whether this Rib of Adam wal 8 

many Years after. Therefore, as ſome ſuperfluous one or not? How God mid, "# 
obſerve very well, it ſhould be render d, a Woman of a Rib? And why he dif 3 
Ton ſhall deſerve to die without Remiſſion. not make Woman at the ſame Time If 
For the Scripture often expreſſes by the made Man, as he created other Mal *Þ: 
Future not only what will come to paſs, and Females? Theſe are frivolous 2uÞ 2 
but alſo what ought to come to paſs, ries, but ought to be anſwered, Was 
And to this Purpoſe there is a very ap- more difficult for him to form a V : 
polite Text, 1 Kings ii. 37. where Solo- man out of a Rib, which was cover 
mon ſays to Shimei=_——_; the Day with Fleſh, than to make the Body «FS 
that thou goeſ? out and paſſeſt the Brook a Man, or a Beaſt, out of the Earth e 
Kidron,thon ſhalt aſſured!y die the Death; We know not in what manner that vin 
1. e. thou ſhalt deſerve Death without done, nor is it neceſſary we ſhould knot 
Remiſſion: For Solomon reſerved to him- it. It's enough that Woman was form, f 
ſelf the Power of puniſhing him when of the Subſtance of the Man's Body, iſ 

he ſhould think fit; and in effect he did that ſuch a Way of forming it va, 
not put him to Death the ſame Day in more agreeable than any other to 60 
which he diſobey'd, no more than God Order and Wiſdom. =. 
did put Adam to Death the ſame Day 
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of the Holy Bible. 7 


at, his Wife, while they abode in the delightful Garden 
e- of Eden. This was the innocent State of our firſt 
m, Parents; tho' they were ® naked they were not aſhamed, 
he for they had hitherto contracted no Guilt, their Con- 
CS, 2 ſcience was an unſpotted Tablet, no depraved Affec- 
vas tions having invaded their chaſt Souls; for before Sin 
ure entred, all Things were honeſt and comely. 

ecp But the bliſsful State of this happy Pair was but 
out ſhortliv'd; for the o Serpent, the Chief of the fallen- 
ade Angels, envying the Happineſs of Man, who hi- 
be⸗ © therto retain'd and enjoy d that State of Innocence 
1 | | 
This tt nds . 

u Naked. Plato in Politic. ſeems to ing him to be a Serpent, ſome will al- 
nd, take that Nakedneſs, which he attributes low him to have had the uſe of Speech 
e to the People of the Golden Age, from and Underſtanding at hrit, of which for 

g hence. his Tranſgreſſion he was depriv'd; with 
auſe o Serpent, Moſes in his Relation many other Conjectures to as little Pur- 


poſe. Abarbinel the Learned Jem ex- 
pounds the Temptation of the Serpent 
moſt ingenuoutly of any, and after 2 


| 4 gives no account of the Creation or 
Fall of Angels, both good and bad. 
It's certain they were all created Good, 


| Fas all Things elſe were that God quite different Manner. He preterids 
| and  #had made. But that ſome of them that the Serpent did nor ſpeak, and that 
48 it kept not their firſs Eſtate, but leſt Eve {aid nothing to it, but that the ſaid 


their own Habitations, and thro? Pride a- Animal being very active, got upon the 


1 piring 

vere by him caſt down to Hell, is cer- 
tan from the Apoſtles St. Peter and 
FLude, 2 Pet. ii. 4. Jude vi. to which 
ome additional Light is given from Job 
Av. 18. John vili. 44. and 1 John iii. 8, The 


u dief of theſe fallen Angels, called here 


e Serpent, and afterwards the Old Ser- 
pPent, Rev. xx. 2. and Beelxebub or Prince 
pft the Deydls (which were the reſt of thoſe 
Angels, that fell) was he that tempted 
Eve. Commentators ind&d do vary 
Huch in their Opinions; ſome pretend 
Fat by the Serpent is to be underſtood the 
Pevib, and that all which is ſaid of the 
Piſcourſe, and of the exterior Temp- 
ion, is to be underſtood of the inward 
Assgeſtion of Satan. Others ſay, the 
5 Peril took upon him the Shape of a 

Perpent; but both theſe Opinions ſeem 
P polite to the Words of Moſes, who 
Ppoſes that Serpent was one of the A- 


Os 


mals of the Earth: The Puniſhmenc 


od inflicted on it of creeping on the 


ee and that of Women, are Particu- 
= * which do nor agree with _ but 
ede and real Serpent. But ſuppoſ- 


higher, ſinned againſt God, and 


Errth, and the Enmity between its 


Tree of the Ruowledge of Good and Evil, 
took of the Fruit, and eat of it; and 
that Eve, having ſeen it ſeveral Times 
do ſo, and not die, concluded with her 


ſelf, that the ſaid Fruit did not occaſion 


Death, and that it might be grateful to 
the Taſt: And that it was thus the Ser- 
pent gave the Woman to underſtand, as 
if it had ſpoke, that ſne would not die 
for eating that Fruit, which made her 
believe, that God had only forbid them 
eating of it, becauſe if they did ſo, they 
would have the Knowledge of Gocd and 
Evil. This Opinion indeed ſolves all 
Difficulties ; and yet it muſt be own'd, 
that the Text ſeems ro expreſs more, 
and to inſmuate, that there was a real 
Dialogue between the Woman and the 
Serpent. We muſt therefore return to 
the more general Opinion of the Expo- 
ficors, that the Devil actually made uſe 


of the Serpent to talk to Eve, and tempt 


her. It was a real Serpent, and not an 
imaginary one that ſpoke to her; but 
it only ſpoke by Means of the Devil, 
who fins uſe of that Creature as the 
fitteſt to be imploy'd in that Service. 


B 4 and 


2 ” 
1 
WE of * * 
Q Py * 1 
d * 
i MW Ag x > a= Rates — x 
—— * - þ — i 
5 — * I 2 0 
a Wc 2 — = 4 
u r * 


8 A Compleat Hiſtory Book I. 
and Bliſs, in which he was created, and which they 
by Ambition hath forfeited and loſt, contrived how 

to ſeduce Man from his Obedience, and draw him in- 

to Tranſgreſſion, that he might have him a Compa- 
nion in his Puniſhment. In order to which he attacks 

the Woman, as the weaker Veſſel, by whom he 
thought he might more eaſily prevail upon the Man 

His Jabolical Project took; for he no 3 accoſted 
her, but he gain'd his End: With a ſeeming Sort of 
Indifference 1. betrays her into an eager Purtuit of her 
Ruin. ©& Indeed, /ays he, God hath commanded you 
not to eat of every Tree of the Garden.” Nay, 
replies the MNoman, it is but one Tree that is forbid-} 
5 den us; for we may eat of the Fruit of every Tree 
& in the Garden, except of the Fruit of the Tree 
F whichis in the Midſt of the Garden; for God hath! 
& ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye touch} 
Fc it, leſt ye die.” God's Word was poſitive, which 
he made to Adam, Thou ſhalt die; but the Woman in 
repeating it, renders it only doubtful, and in doubting} 
of God's Threatning, ſhe ſeem'd to yield. "The? Ser 
pent finding her ſtaggering, purſues his Advantage, 
and incourages her with Aſſurance that ſhe ſhould no 
die; for God knows, 4 fays he, that in the Day , 
eat thereof, your Eyes ſhall be open'd, and ye thai 
be as Gods knowing Good and Evil. That inflan'F* 
the Woman's Ambition and Deſire, for the Fruit va 
not only tempting to the Eye, and grateful to tha 
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P Serpent. Moſes does not ſay expreſ®= © Says, It hath been objected , 
ly, the Devil made uſe of the Serpents ſome, that fince the Serpent could , 
to tempt Eve, but contents himſelf with ſpeak naturally, how it came to p 
relating Facts as they happened out- that Eve was not frighted when kW 
wardly, without commenting on them heard it talk? To which it may beg, 
or giving any Expoſition; as in the fily anfwerd: 1. That Eve being E 
eighteenth Chapter of eie gt he calls the newly form'd, might not know "Re 
three Angels that appeared to Abraham, Animals did not ſpeak. 2. That ben 
Men, without declaring that they were hitherto in a State of Innocence, & 
Angels. St. Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 3. in the having not as yet ſeiz d them, ſhe . 
ſame manner aſſigns to the Serpent the not ſubje& to fear. . 1 
Seducing of Eve; but in another Place 
of the Scripture that Seducing is aſſign d 
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I Thefallof Adam and Eve. 
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g rhe tvoinan aw Var the tree nas good for 
food and Hat if was peafant to rhe ered, and a 
hee to be agfhtred lo mate one wife, fhe took cur. 8. 
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Book I. f the Holy Bible. 9 
Palate, but deſirable for its inſtructive Quality of max- 
ing one Wiſe. W hereupon forgetting the Prohibition, 
and dreadful Menaces attending, her Curioſity hurries 
her on to her Deſtruction: She eats of the Fruit; and 
her Husband, ſtimulated by the ſame Deſire of being 
as knowing as his Maker, is cafily perſuaded by his 
Wife to taſte of it with her. No ſooner had they 

eaten of the forbidden Fruit, but their Eyes were o- 
pen'd; but alas! it was to ſee their own Nakedneſs 
and Miſery. They had indeed acquired Knowledge, 
but it was a Knowledge ariſing from ſad Experience, 
that the Serpent had betray'd them both, and drawn 
them from the Good which they knew before, into 
the Evil which they knew not. This dear-bought 
Enowledge brought upon them at once both Guilt 
and Shame, Moſes hid before obſerv'd, that Adam 
and Eve were naked, and were not aſhamed; before 
Sin was committed they were innocent and free from 
Paſſions, like Children which were not aſham'd of 
their Nakedneſs; but after they had ſinn'd, they be- 
gan to feel the diſorderly Motions of Concupiſcence; 
they were aſham'd to ſee themſelves naked, and being 
put to the poor Shifts of Art to conceal their new- 
dliſcover'd Nakedneſs, they made themſelves Aprons 
to cover them. And now their Wo is increas'd by a 
ſad Chain of Paſſions, which their diſobedience had 
intail'd upon them; Guilt attended with Shame, and 
faviſh Fear perſue them: For when they heard the 
Voice of God, walking in Paradiſe, when the Wind 
| Frole in the Afternoon, they hid themſelves from the 

Lace of the Lord among the Trees of the Garden. 
Vod at that Time was heard, and made himſelf known 
do Man after a ſenſible Manner: He call'd Adam, ſay- 
ing, Where art thou? Not to know where he was, 
put to make him more ſenſible of his Fault. Adam 
Ending himſelf diſcover'd, in great Confuſion was 
gorc'd to anſwer, & I heard thy Voice in the Garden, 
Fand was afraid, becauſe I was naked, a 1 
— | p 4 1 


10 A Compleat Hiſton ) Book l. 
« hid my ſelf.” In confeſſing his Nakedneſs he oẽõꝰid 
his Guilt; of which God immediately convicted him; 
for demanding how he came to know he was naked? 
(which God knew he could no way come to the Knov- 
ledge of, but by Eating of the forbidden Fruit.) 
Adam, who was not yet grown ſo hardy, as to deny 
the Fact, own'd himſelf guilty, but endeavour'd to 
excuſe himſelf, by laying the Blame upon his Wife, 
not without a tacit Reflection on God himſelf; © The 
« Woman, /aid he, whom thou gaveſt to be with! 
c“ me, gave me of the Fruit and I did cat.” GO 
thereupon calling the Woman to account ſaid, © What! 
cc is this thou haſt done?” She alſo readily confeſs'{! 2 
the Fact; but, like her Husband, being willing u“ 
excuſe her ſelf, alledged, That the was betray'd into 
it; © The Serpent, /aid ſhe, beguiled me and I did 
« cat.” God having by Examination brought th 
unhappy Pair to Confeſſion and Conviction, did not 
proceed ſo with the Serpent; but preſently paſſin} . 
Sentence upon him, he ſaid, & Becauſe thou haſt done f 
& this, thou art curſed above all Cattle, and abo 
< every Beaſt of the Field; upon thy Belly ſhalt thou, 
go, and Duſt ſhalt thou cat all the Days of thy Life? 
& And I will put Enmity between thee and the Wo- 
& man, and between thy Seed and her Seed, it ſhalf© 
« bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt lie in wait for he 
« Heel.” Then pronouncing Sentence on the W. 
man, God ſaid, I will greatly multiply thy Sorrow, 
& and Conception. In Sorrow ſhalt thou bring font 


r Enmity, The Enmity here mention- wait for her Heel: i. e. O Devil, h 
ed is that Antipathy which God ſer Seed of the Woman ſhall uſe thee 21 
between Mankind and his Iflue, and Serpent, tread thee under Foot; i je 
the Devil and his, at whoſe Inſtigation thou, O Serpent, ſhalt, like thy fe 
our firſt Parents were betray'd to Sin; lie in wait to bite its unwary Hes, 
By the Seed of the Woman, meaning Upon which the Targam or Chalde 'r 
Jeſus the Saviour of the World, and the raphraſe thus: When the Sons (or S 
Faithful; and by the Seed of the Ser- of the Woman ſhall obſerve the Law, wes 
pent (the Devil) all Infidels and wicked its Precepts, then ſhall they trample an 
People; cloſing the Curſe of the Ser- Head and kill thee; but when they b + 
pent with the ſame Allegory. It ſhall firſake the Law, thou ſhall bite their Au, b 
bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt lie in . Þ: 

| | 6G Childreh 3 
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J. Book I. of the Holy Bible. 1 1 
g Children, and thy Deſire ſhall be to thy Husband, 
1: “ and he ſhall rule over thee.” And unto Adam he 
4) aid, © Becauſe thou haſt hearken'd unto the Voice 
W. „of thy Wife (in Oppoſition to my Command) and 

c haſt caten of the forbidden Tree; curſed be the 


4 Ground for thy fake; in Sorrow ſhalt thou eat of 


2 X it, all the Days of thy Life. 'Thorns alſo and 
fe, C Thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee; and thou ſhalt 
"he. “ cat the Herb of the Field. In the Sweat of thy 


ih Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, till thou return to the 
0% Ground out of which thou waſt taken: For Duſt 
hat. e thou art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return.” Theſe 
e three Criminals having receiv'd their Doom, God ex- 
to pell'd them the Garden of Eden, and ſent the Man to 
no till the Ground from whence he was taken; and leſt 
did} he ſhould have the fame Deſire of Taſting of the Tree 
tht df Life, as he had of the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
not} and Evil, God placed © Cherubims to guard the En- 
nh France of Paradiſe with a flaming Sword, to preſerve 
one the Tree of Life from his profane Hands. And thus 
ove From the Fall of our firſt Parents proceeded all thoſe 
hon Alls which defac'd theſe beautiful Works of their Cre- 
ie tor; and hence Sin, Pain and Death were intail'd 
Vo. upon their Poſterity. With guilty Shame they are 
hal Prc'd to quit their Seat of Innocence, and exchange 
he fur Eden's Garden for an uncultivated World, which 
V fFroduc'd nothing but what was the Effect of toilſom 

Labour, and where they had no other Proſpect, but 
d fad Variety of Care and Trouble. 

And now Adam being expell'd Paradiſe knew his 
Vite Eve, who conceiving 5 him a Son, whom 


Deſre. Defire here ſignifies Obedi= ; Chefttbims. They are generally be- 
ess to a Superior; that the Woman liev'd to be Angels; though the Hebrem 
ud defire nothing but what was a- Word may be taken for all Things in 
Fable to the Will of her Husband: general that can ſtrike a Terror; and 
dis is further inforc'd from Gen. the flaming Sword may be alſo taken 
.. where the Dignity of the Firſt- metaphorically for Fire, Lightning, or 
ES © 5ven to Cain over Abel in the any other Body, which by its Bright- 
. re Words, amto thee his Deſire ſhall be neſs hindred Men from approaching to 
WIR) and then ſhalt vie over him. Paradiſe, ; h 
1 N | — 
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ſhe called u Cain, and faid, © J have 1 a Man 


& from the Lord.” x After him ſhe 


are Adam g. 


nother Son, who was named Y Abel. Theſe two Bre. 
thren, when they grew up, betook themſelves to rwol 
different Imployments; Cain, the Elder, whoſe Di. 

oſition was ſordid and avaritious, betook himſelf to 
Tillage; but Abel, who was of a more gentle and hu · 
mane Temper, took Delight in a paſtoral Imploymen, 


and fed Sheep. In Proceſs of Time each of then 
brought their Offering to the Lord. Cain's was the 
2 Fruits of the Ground; and Abel's the Firſtlings of 
his Flock, and the Fat of them. The Lord, wh: 
ſaw and regarded the Heart of each, accepted Abel 
Sacrifice, — was not pleaſed with Cain's. Hereupt ? 
on Cain was provok'd, which the Falling of his Coun? 2 
tenance plainly ſhew'd ; upon which God expoſtulate 
with him, and gives him to underſtand that it was hp? 
own Fault, that his Offering had not been accepted 
and that if he did well, heſhould be accepted; if 
ſinn'd, he ſhould be puniſh'd for his Offence; but 
he made good Uſe of the Inſtructions and Afſurancy 
which God had been pleaſed to give him, Abel li 


u Cain The Word Cain ſignifies Poſ- 


ſeſſion; for a Child is called Parentum 


 poſſeſſio & ſupellex, a Poſſeſſion or Chat- 


tel of his Parents. 

w Lord, From this Expreſſion ſome 
think, that Eve was ſo far miſtaken in 
Cain, as to take him ( who was indeed 
but the Firſt-born in the Tranſgreſſion) 
for that Seed, which God had ſaid, ſhould 
bruiſe the Head of the Serpent; but ſo far 
from being that Seed, or of that Seed, that 
the Apoſtle expreſly ſays, He was of 
zhat wicked one, 1 John iii. 12. And 
Jome of the Jews ſtick not to ſay, That 
he was born of a filthy Seed, which the 
Serpent caſt into Eve. But plain it is, 
that in reciting the Generations of 
Adam, Gen. v. Cain and his Offspring 
are wholely omitted, as if they did not 
belong to Adam. 

* After. Before the Birth of Cain, 
Eve is ſaid to have conceived ; but there 


dq no mention made of her Conception 


OO LP: 


of Abel; from whence ſome conclug 
they were Twins. FE 

y Abel, The Word Abel ſignif 3 
Mourning, becauſe his Parents long 
mented his Death: It ſignifies alſo Va, 
either becauſe ir preſaged the Sud 
neſs of his Death, or that it denoted 
2 of Mortality to which a 
ſubject. = 
2 Fruits, It is the general Opin 
of Commentators, that Cain offered am 
worſt of the Fruits of the Earth, wi, 
ſhew'd, that he did not pay his , 
knowledgment to God with that C,, 
fulneſs and Sincerity of Heart, 26 
did who brought the Firſt of his F 

3 Abel. In the ſame Senſe God 
to Eve, that her Defire ſhould be 
her Husband, i. e. ſhe ſhould go oe 
for Shelter and Protection, as to 2 8 
ruarys as the LX X. have very VR 
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Cain ſlays his Brother 
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Book I. of the Holy Bible. 13 
N Brother ſhould come to him as to a Refuge, and ſub- 
mit himſelf to his Authority. But this kind Reproof 


made no Impreſſion on Cain; inſtead of being ſenſible 
pf his Fault and repenting, he 22 incens d againſt 


his Brother, and taking Occaſion not long after to 
dliſcourſe with him when they were together in the 
Field, he fell upon innocent Abel and flew him. This 
unnatural Murder gave Death the firſt Handſel, which 
proceeded from no other Ground, but that becauſe 
the righteous Abel worſhipp'd God more ſincerely, 
and more acceptably than Cain did. But he is ſoon 
Ecall'd to an Account for it, for God examining him 
yrhere his Brother was, he very inſolently as well as 
falſly anſwered, he knew not: And as if he had been 
affronted by being -queſtion'd about his Brother, he 
ſurlily anſwered, © Am I my Brother's Keeper?“ 
But the Lord not only charg'd him with the Murder 
f his Brother, but convicted him of it too. What 
haſt thou done, ſaid he, the Voice of thy Brother's 
E* Blood cries to me from the Ground? And now art 
thou curſed from the Earth, which hath opened 


e her Mouth to receive thy Brother's Blood from thy 
E Hand. When thou tilleſt the Ground, it ſhall not 
e henceforth yield unto thee its Strength: Nor is that 
. all; but a Fogitive and a Vagabond ſhalt thou be 
upon the Earth.” This Sentence was gentle in 
Compariſon of the horrid Crime; but Cain, amaz'd 
tt it, began to be ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of his 
Offence, and the Miſery he was reduc'd to: b My 
Pffence, faid he, is too great to obtain Pardon. This 
Fas an Expreſſion of — rather than Repentance; 


BY: ; 

= My Offence, &xc. All the Verſions it: But why ſhould we not tranſlate i: 
op Cain ſpeak like one in Deſpair, with ſome Rabbins, Is my Iniquity greater 
FE. 13. The Vulgar Latin makes than that it can be pardon'd? This hath 
Wn ſay, My Iniquity is greater than nothing contrary to the Anſwer which 
I ſhonld merit or obtain Pardon. God gave him, and which he likewiſe 
e, Tremellins, the French and Ours, back'd with a miraculous Sign, to aſ- 
5 2222 is greater than I can bear, ſure him of his Protection, as you may 
Wm is the Meaning which the fee in che Note 4 following. 
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14 A Compleat Hiſhry 
and he ſeems not ſo ſenſible of his Sin as of his Puniſh. 
ment. © Behold, /aid he, thou haſt driven me out thig 
& Day from the Face of the Earth, and from thy Fach 
& ſhall I be hid, and I ſhall be a Fugitive and a Vagabondf 
ce in the Earth, and it ſhall come to pals that © even 
cc one that findeth meſhall flay me.” But God having 
taken this Cauſe into his own immediate Cognizanceſ ? 
and fix'd the Puniſhment, ſecur'd him againſt tha? 
Dread, declaring, that whoſoever ſhould ſlay Cain 
Vengeance ſhould be taken on him Sevenfold, that 5 
in a very grievous Manner. God giving us thereby 
to underſtand, that Vengeance is to be left to hin 
and that it is not lawful for private Perſons of ther 
own Authority to kill ſuch as deſerve it. And thaf 
none by Miſtake might lay Cain, God ſet a d Sign nf 


Every one, Among all the Con- 
jectures of Peirere and others, concern- 


ing the State of the Pre-Adamites » 


there is but one that ſeems to have any 
Difficulty; which is, that Cain having 
flain his Brother Abel, and going away 
towards the Eaſt, ſaid, Every one that 
ndeth me will ſlay me. This ſeems to 
imply, That there were then Men upon 
the Earth. Cain married, he had a Son 
called Enoch, and being come into the 


_ Eaſt he there built a City, to which he 


gave his Son's Name, Hence they con- 
clude that the Earth was inhabited by 
Men, and another Race of Men than 
that of Adam; for Abel was dead, Cain 
was fled, and Seth was not born till the 
1 30th Year of Adam, after the Death of 
Abel. But this Objection bath little in 
it, if we obſerve, that the Murder of 
Abel by Cain happen'd long after their 
Birth, a ſhort Time before that of Sezh, 
who was born in the 130® Year of 
Adam; for Eve look*d upon the Birth 
of Seth as a Comfort for the Death of 
Abel, ſaying, God hath appointed me ano- 
ther Son in the Room of Abel, whom 
Cain flew. Suppoſing then that Murder 
to have happened in the 128® Year of 
the World, there might be then many 
Men on the Earth deſcended from Adam; 
for tho* the Scripture names but Three 


of his Children, yet it is ſaid Gen. v. 4. 


Book] F 


 WYoning 


he had Sons and Daughters. If we a 
culate the Number of Adam's Childra 
and their Offspring in 122 Years, 
will appear there might be a great Nun 
ber of Men and Women: So that it i 
not ſurprizing, that when Cain ſſew H 
Brother Abel, ſome other Part of 
Earth ſhould be peopled. i 1 
d Sign, There is nothing more 11, 
culous than the Conjectures of the H 
bies , and of ſome Chriſtian Doc 
concerning this pretended Mark, wia 
they think God did imprint upon vi 
Body of Cain, to diſtinguiſh him tra 
other Men, and to keep him from & 
ing kill'd. Some imagine, that it ves 
ſome of the Letters of the Name r 
vah, or of the Hebrew Alphabet, or Baru 
of the Name Cain, that were print" ve 
on his Forehead, or on his Arms. 68 
thers have fancied that it was a Hob 
which grew out of his Forehead. & 
veral of the Fathers, and ſome Ar 
ans have thought it to be a contin 
Trembling of the Body. There *t 
ſome, who imagine, that this Sign ug 
a Dog that always attended him; ob 
that the Earth always ſhook about hn 
But ſuppoſing there had been 2 
Mark 2 upon ſome Part of Cain; NR 
ſince the Scripture gives no Account 
baker Mark it was, it A. ; 
I iſtake lies 14 
guels at it. But the Mi Tn 


"MC WF Treas Trp ef ion ia i 


1 | | ; 
I Book I. of the Holy Bible. 1 5 


iſh. N : Vonder before him to perſuade him, that whoſoever ſhould 
thi ud him, ſhould not kill him. Upon this Cain went out 


K 


daa from the Preſence of the Lord, and dwelt in the Land 
ond pf Nod, which is to the Eaſtward of Eden, beyond 
en 4 he Country of Babylon; and having by this Time 
vin aken a Wife, ſhe conceived and bare him a Son, cal- 
nee led Enoch, after whoſe Name Cain called the City, 
cha Irhich he afterwards built. This Enoch begat Irad; 


ſrad begat Mehujael, Mehujael begat Methuſael; and 


ethuſael begat Lamech. This laſt the Scripture takes 


reh Notice of as a Thing altogether new and ſingular, 
him that he was the Firſt that introduc'd Polygamy, for he 
che married two Wives called Adah and Zillab. By the 


chu firſt he had two Children, Jabal, who firſt invented 
; 5e Vie of Tents, and to order Cattle; and Jubal, 
a ho was the firſt Inventor of Muſical Inſtruments. 


By his Wife Zillaß he had a Son called Tubalcain, who 
brit found out the Art of Working of Metals, and 


yas the firſt that made Armour and warlike Weapons : 
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car» WA Trade well becoming one of murdering Cain Po- 
ar u terity. This is the Regiſter of Cain's Poſterity for 
ſlew U 


ber ren Generations, which Moſes might enumerate per- 


1 ſhew who were the Authors or Inventors of 
Ore nas 


dne A gertain Arts or Trades, and who were inſtrumental in 


Doi orrupting the better Seed of Adam afterwards. But 
upon t Cair's more immediate bloody Race, none was 
im fuß; 


Wore eminently barbarous than Lamech; for his Wives, 


BY 7 ruſtation; and almoſt all the Verfions be ſer on their Bodies, but only thoſe 
committed a Fault in tranſlating Signs and Wonders, which he wrought 
. 15. That God had put a Mark in Egypt to oblige Pharaoh to let his 
17 Cain, left any finding him ſhonld kill People go, and the miraculous Manner, 
bo the Original ſays no ſuch after which he delivered them from 
ug, as the LXX, have, who render the Babyloniſh Captivity, This Expli- 
well thus, That God ſee a Sign cation is natural and agreeable to the 


"here Vous Wonder before Cain , ts per ſaade him, Methods of divine Providence, which 
Sign WIR ever ſhould find him ſhould not kill is wont to convince the incredulous by 
Tow os Almoſt the fame with that which Signs and Wonders. Nor could any leſs 
zout h, ad, Exed. x. 1, 2, that God did ſet aflure Cain, in the Fear he was under, 
en 2 1 fire che Egyptians, and Ila. Ixvi. 19. that the Firſt that did meet him ſhould 
Cain; At he would ſet 4 Sign among theHea- not kill him, after what God had faid 
our oF” Where 'tis evident, he does not to him, in upbraiding him with his 
alnnen « 


y particular Mark, which ſhould Crime, 
; knowing 
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16 A Compleat Hiflory Bookll 
| knowing that all Men hated him for his Cruelty, wer 


afraid for him; upon which, to ſatisfy them, he boaft# 
ingly ſaid, that none could reſiſt him, for he had muy; 
der'd a Man, though he was wounded; and making” 
himſelf ſecure to them, he tells them, tho” in a ſcol 
fing Manner, that if Cain's Death was to be aveng! 
Seven-fold, his would be ſeventy Times ſeven Time 
valuing himſelf upon more Murders than Cain coul 
And thus much for Cain and his Offspring, whicd 
were all ſwept away by the Deluge. ; 
Adam having thus unhappily loſt his Son Abel, Go 
ſupply'd his Loſs by giving him another, whom {| 
named Seth; for, Gin Eve, God hath given 7 
c another Son inſtead of Abel, whom Cain ſlew. 
This Man had a Son called Enos, of whom it is lai 
that in his Time Men began to call upon the Nau 
of the Lord; which is to be underſtood of a public? 
Worſhip, or with Ceremonies. Through this Sn 
Adam's Line is by Moſes continued in Ten Generation 
before the Flood, with the Age of each of thoſe lon 
liv'd © Fathers. Among thelc, in the Seventh Degraf 
from Adam, lived Enoch, to whom this ſingular Te 
timony and Character was given, That God was i 
pleas'd with 3 Life and virtuous Converſation 
that he tranſlated him to Heaven immediately. EA 
left behind him his Son Methuſaleh, the longeſt- li 
of the Patriarchs, and he left behind him Lamech u 
Father of Noah, whoſe Birth was congratulated wil 
this 1 Rapture by his Father, That lt 
ſhould prove a Comfort to his Family for the Cu 
which the Lord had laid upon the Earth: W hich rh: 
2 was verified, but in another Manner; for M 
y his N eee Life deliver'd the Church, and p 
ſerv'd it from periſhing by his Obedience. 
By this Time the World began to grow populo 
and tho” Seth and his Progeny for ſome Ages were! 
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of the Holy Bible. 


of converſing with Cain and his Family, by reaſon of 


FN 


wore off that Averſion, and as the World 


17 


their barbarous and bloody Diſpoſition; yet Time 


cw more 


co Fepleniſh'd with . the Generation of the Righte- 
aus indulging themſelves in too great a Liberty, enter- 


- © Hain'd a more free and familiar Converſation with the 


2oUldk 


En Nh 


] 


Sen FED 
WS © Sons of Ged. The two great Fa- 
les derived from Adam, viz. That 


; long Cain, and that by Seth, (who ſuc- 
Jeort eded righteous Abel) as they differed 

gr KS their Natures and Courſe of Life, fo 
ir Jeg e were diftinguiſh'd by very diffe- 
| h = A eee For the Offspring 
Was Can being wholely given up to world- 
ſatio Pleaſures, and minding only earchly 


WW ings, were called Men, or Sons of 
Emil ea. Bur the Offspring of Seth, be- 
st- ſe they addicted themſelves to Vir- 
| ud piety, and profeſs'd to worſhip 


ech i F true God, were called the Sons of 
d W ru, ic very rational and plauſible, 
"hat I believe, true: And yer a modern 
e Cun . ne Verſions have not been exact e- 
ch Pl gh, in rendring whar Moſes remarks 
| ee Behaviour of thoſe who were in 
Ir Nu 1 hority an Age before the Deluge; 


FE 2. him ſay, Gen. vi. 2. That the 
/ God ſaw the Daughters of Men, 
% were fair, and they took them 
all that they choſe, This gave 
3 n to that extravagant Opinion of 
"4! Zewiſh Writers, followed by ſe- 
I a Fathers of the Church, viz. That 
Es had come down upon Earth, and 
o themſelves Wives, with whom 

Zou degat a Generation of Giants : And 


notator, not without Reaſon, ſays, 


GC 


L dvicked Offspring of curſed Cain, than was fit or ſafe 
or them. By which Means having expoſed them- 
EJclves to the Allurements of their Women, the Luft 
pt the Eye repreſenting the Daughters of Men fair, 
prevail'd upon the s Sons of God to take them. 
J not to be doubted, but that theſe, who were the 
{4 Ofspring of the Righteous, and profels'd themſelves 

po be the Sons of God, were not a little by this Time 
EF &cgenerated from the Virtue and Piety of their An- 


It 


| kettors. For we find that immediately after this God 


to that no leſs extravagant Fancy of o- 
thers who imagined that the Sons of 
Men did fignify the Devils, Bur it 
was eaſy to have obſerved, that the 
Word Elhim often ſignifies no more 
than a Judge or Sovereign, or a Per- 
ſon inveſted with Aurhority, as the 
beſt Interpreters do acknowledge; and 
that as the Hebrew does expreſs the in- 
ferior Sort of People by the Sons of 
Men, ſo the Daughters, of Men ſignify 
no more than the Daughters of the in- 
ferior Sort, It muſt have been obſerv- 
ed further, that the Verb Labach does 
not only ſignify to rake, here, and in ſe- 
veral other Places, but to take by Force, 
or Surprize, or to vaviſb, and that this 
Behaviour is called a Violence, v. 11,13. 
which provok'd God ro ſend the Deluge 
on the Earth. Moſes's Deſign then is 
to aggravate the Wickedneſs of that 
Age, by ſhewing that thoſe who 
were in Authority, and conſequently 
ſhould have been exemplary for Virtue 
and Piety, were nothing but Patterns 
of Luſt and Violence: So that the Words 
ſhould have been render'd, That the Sons 
of the Sovereignty ſeeing that the Dangh- 
ters of the inferior Sort were fair, they 
took them by Force, and raviſh'd them as 
their Pleaſure; as ſome Verſions and In- 
terprecers have expreſs d them. 


complained 


18 A Compleas Hiſory Book. 
complained of the Wickedneſs of Man in general.“ 
But how depraved ſoever they were before, this Alli-! ? 


ance with thoſe who were not the ſame with them in the 


Profeſſion, at leaſt, of Religion, and the Worſhip of 


God, did fill up the Meaſure of their Iniquity, and ag- 


avate their Sin. God ſeeing the Corruption genera, 
and daily increaſe, is ſaid to repent that he had made 


Man, and m_ no Hopes of their Repentance, he de. 
Id deſtroy the whole Race: Only Noa 


clar'd he wou 
who was a juſt and pious Man, found Favour in the Sight 


of God, and for his Sake, his Family, eight Perſons in 


all, were exempted from the general Deſtruction, which 


by the Flood was brought upon the reſt of Mankind. 


Of this approaching Judgment, the merciful God 


ve Mankind Warning long before he executed it;Þ * 


S 


or tho? the Wickedneſs of Man was {ſo great, thit 
(ſpeaking after the Manner of Men) God is faid u 


have repented that he had made Man, yea that if 
ee him at the Heart er ſaith God, my Spit 


all not akways ſtrive with Man, my Juſtice prof 


vokes, my Mercy intercedes I am at Strife with ß 
ſelf, how to deal with this ſinful Generation; , 
fince Man is alſo Fleſh, I will not ſweep him awiſ 7 


with a ſudden Deſtruction, Iwill give him yet a Ting 


to return, and repent, yet his Days ſhall be an hu, 
dred and twenty Years. The h hundred and twenſ, 
Vears are almoſt expired, the Term of Reprieval is 
Hand: And yet they ſhall have a ſecond Warning. G 
was unwilling to deſtroy them yet, unleſs they wo 
wilfully run upon their own Ruin; for ſeven Die 
hence, ſays he, I will cauſe it to rain forty Days up 


b Hundred, ce. This is 2 great In- “ That I may never execute thoſe H 
Nance of God's Forbearance, and ſhews © which I. give Notice of,” fait un 
the Difference between the Mercy of pl, e anſwering in the Lord's wn 

And to the like Purpoſe St. How 
” Warning where he intends to God, becauſe he defires to puniſ he 
rike; and more ſeldom ſtrikes, but “ Man, threatens them with his Tu,, 


God and that of Man. For Man ſeldom 


where he intends to deſtroy. « Why © ments like a Father, chat ſhak® 


« doſt thou give Notice of thy Judg- Rod, becauſe he has no mind pe 


Meats thou art about to execute? © rect bis Children. 
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Book I. of the Holy Bible. 19 
the Earth. It will be ſeven Days before it begin to 
rain, and it will continue forty Days raining: If in 
that Time they had all turned from their evil Ways, 
I doubt not but their Doom had been reverſed, as it 
was afterwards at the Preaching of Jonah. 

But before the hundred and twenty Years were ex- 
pired, God, ſeeing no Amendment, declar'd to Noah 
7 fis Reſolution to deſtroy all Fleſn from the Earth by 
a Flood of Waters; but for the Preſervation of Noah 
and his Family, and Seed to repleniſh the depopulat- 
ed Earth, he commanded him to make an i Ark, or 
Ship of vaſt Bigneſs to receive them, and ſome of all 
Creatures. This Ark God directed Noah to make of 
 * Gophir, or Cedar, and to pitch it both within and 
without, that the Waters might not penctrate it. 
The Length of it was to be an hundred and fift 
Yards, the Breadth twenty five, and the Height fif- 
teen. There were three RES or Decks in it; the 
Firſt and Second might ſerve for the Beaſts and the 
Proviſions; the Third it's likely ſerv'd to lodge Noah 
and his Family, and to keep the Birds. Every Story 
or Deck — be divided into ſeveral Apartments; 
and there was a Window above, or an Openings 
Ewhich went quite round to give Light to the whole 
| y 1 and the Door or Entring Port was in the 
elde. | iN ESD 


1 4h, Some of the Ancients not Contents of the Ark. But the Geome- 


— 


ba oy 
2 $44 „ „ — a 


Dinking the Ark by theſe Dimenſions 
acious enough to receive commodi- 
day all the Creatures that were to en- 
Er therein, with their Stowage of Pro- 
on and Neceſſaries, have extended 
is Meaſure by the Geometrical Cubit; 
W, hich would make the Ark fix Times 
er. Bur according to the Compu- 
on of Biſhop Wilkins and other learn- 
Alen, it is plain that the Ark was 
Pbable of all thoſe Creatures that came. 
Ade never ſeen a Ship, and ſhould 
ld how many Men, and what 
ions and Merchandize one will 
EV, it would ſeem to us no leſs in- 
Uble, than what Moſes tells of the 


C2 


trical Calculation makes out, that they 
are both equally poſſible, and ſnews that 
Moſes ſpoke Truth. For had he been 
an Impoſtor, it would have been a very 
difficult Matter for him to have found 
out che exact Bulk of the Ark, in Pro- 
portion to what it contain'd. Ir is not 
to be ſuppos'd that he made a Geome- 
trical Calculation, which requires much 
Application and Reflection. It is more 
likely chat he related the Fact hiſtorical- 
ly, as he had received it from his An- 
ceſtors, who were not very remote from 
the Flood, even tho* we had no Regard 
to Revelation, 
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20 A Compleat Hiſtorg Book. 
Noah having received his Orders and Direction 
how to make the Ark, and an Aſſurance from Goch 
that tho” he deſtroyed all Fleſh beſide, yet he would} 
eſtabliſh his Covenant with him, k finiſn'd the Art 
ſeven Days before the Rain began to fall. All Thing 
being thus prepar'd, God gave Notice to Noah to 
come into the Ark with his Family, and to tale] 
in with him every living Thing of all Fleſh, both of 
Cattle and Beaſts of the Field, Birds and Fowls of 
the Air, and creeping Things, two of a Sort, on: 
Male, and one Female; to keep Seed to ſtock the. 
Earth again. But of clean Beaſts, he was order'd eto 
take them in by Sevens, three Pairs of Males, and 
three of Females, and the ſeventh for Sacrifice? 
All which Creatures, God, by a ſecret Inftin&, di-] 
oſed to come and offer themſelyes unto him, an >, 
with them he was alſo to take in Food of all Son; 
_ were then eaten, ſufficient to ſuſtain himſelf andi? 
them. | | | N 
Noah having perſu'd theſe Directions, enters th 
Ark with his any in the Six hundredth Year d 
his Age: And on the Seventeenth Day of the Sccon'Þy 
Month, (which was about the Beginning of My||F* 
the whole Face of Nature began to put on a dim 4 
Aſpect, as if the Earth were to ſuffer a final Diſſowg# 
tion, and all Things return to their primitive Chau 
The Cataracts of Heaven were opened, and the 8a. 
forgetting its Bounds, overſpread the Earth with iſ 3 


* 


* Finiſhd. It is natural for any one that brought them, but God by bis ſe Wy 
fo ask where this Ark was built; which Providence diſpoſing them: T. "8 
in ail Probability was in Meſopotamia : might juſtly be anſwer'd in the Cile« 
For the Terreſtrial Paradiſe being there, Noah alone, excluſive of God's Po, 
it is likely the firſt Men did not remove That all Sorts of Creatures havin . 
far from thence, and that Noah liv'd created in that Country, ſome of e, 
there. And the Ark reſted upon the kind had remained there, which 1% 
Mountains of Armenia, which is not far without any Miracle might have 
from thence. | ſome Time before the Flood; ſo ® 

L Diſpoſed. Some have queſtion'd how when the Deluge came on, they 

| Vocab could bring all Sorts of Birds and naturally be brought to the Ark; at 
Beaſts co one Place? The Queſtion is Time when Noah ſhut it up- 


aulous, conſidering it was not Noak . 
a 


1 
4 2 


Book I. of the Holy Bible. 27 
. dreadful Inundation. Too late Wretched Man is ſen- 


on ſible of his deſerved Fate, and in vain he climbs the 
roch Hills and Eminencies to ſhun the Vengeance of his 


ullf angry God; the higheſt Mountains yield him but a 
Ark hort Reprieve, and every little Refuge ſoon diſap- 


ing pears with him. Forty Days and Nights it continu d 
) WP Praining, at the End of which the Ark began to float 
take *the Surface of the Waters being fifteen Cubits, or 
h off two and twenty Feet and a half of our Meaſure, a- 
soi bove the Tops of the higheſt ® Mountains. Here 
one vas a diſmal Face of Things; inſtead of the Earth 
adorn'd with the Productions of Natuse and the Im- 
provements of Art, nothing but a watry Deſert ap- 
and peared, which offer'd nothing to the View of Hea- 
ther ven but the floating Wrecks of Man and his Fellow- 
i Creatures, who, except Noah and thoſe in the Ark, 
anf were ſwept away with the Common Deſtruction. 


b v» Mountains, The Atheiſt eſpecially had ceas'd, being drain'd away by De- 
Vill here queſtion the Univerſality of grees into the Deep, and exhal'd in Va- 


8 the 4 de Deluge; and ſome Moderns will not urs, the Earth appear'd, and was re- 

low fo great a Quantity of Water as ſtor'd to its former State. As to the 
ar oF Jo cover the whole Globe; or that if the Impoſſibility of Creatures breathing ſo. 
E con! Ark had been lifred ſo high above the far above the higheſt Mountains, by rea- 
5 © Earth, Men and Beaſts, by reaſon of the ſon of the Sharpneſs of the Air, Expe- 
May) Sharpneſs of the Air, could not have rience ſhews, That the Creatures of any 
Ii 1. d, that Men not being then diſpers'd Country can live in another temperate 

Peer all che Earth, it was ſufficient to Country: And that in this Caſe the 
ſſolu - Fown that Part of the Earth they liv'd Maſs of Water having fill'd up the 


, and that when the Scripture ſays, Spaces of the groſfer Air, made the Airs 


{ba The Deluge cover'd all the Earth, it which was before near the Earth, to riſe 
je Sa Very well be underſtood of all the to the Tops of the higheſt Mountains; 
: Erh that was inhabited, To theſe Ob- ſo that the Men and Creatures that were 
71th ions 1 anſwer : That the Letter of in the Ark breath'd the ſame Air, that 


4 We Text in Genefs, is expreſs for the they would have breath'd at the Foot of 
niverſality of the Deluge and that it thoſe Mountains. Beſides, had not all 
dere ſaid, God reſolv'd to deſtroy all the Earth been cover'd by the Waters, 


1 Pen, Beaſts, Reptiles and Birds, except the Building of the Ark had been need- 

caſed e, end thoſe preſerv*d with him in the leſs, and God could have warn'd Noah 
oi rower k. And as in the Beginning the Maſs to go to ſome other Country, Which was 
3s e Earth was cover'd with Water, the not to be drown'd. In ſhort, it would 


e Water, with the Clouds diflolv'd into have required no leſs a Miracle to Keep 


wk Iz ner, afforded the ſame Quantity, which up the Waters in one Part of the Earth, 
UC _ 2 beck together might again cover the than to cover it all. To conclude, tho? 
_ beo the Earth. This Moſes plainly de- God caus'd the Flood only as a Puniſhy 


1 Weed when he ſaid, The Fountains of the ment for the Sins of Men, yet it's po- 
E p. and the Cataract of Heaven, were o- ſitively ſaid, that all but thoſe in the Ark 
Au thoſe Waters, when the Rain periſtid. | | 


C3 | | God 
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God having thus ſatisfied his Juſtice in the Ven- 

eance with which he had long threatned Mankind, 

| _ to think of the poor Remains of Nature he 
had for a Year confin'd within their floating Tater- | 
nacle. After a Year's Time, (for fo long the Waters | 
cContinu'd over the Earth) God, remembring his Co- 
venant which he made with Noah, cauſes a Wind to 
blow, which drove back the Waters, and left the! 
Earth in a ſhort Time dry. This Noah firſt diſco- ' 
ver'd by the reſting of the Ark upon one of the 
n Mountains of Ararat, in the Country of Armenia. 
This was on the Third of October, and on the Twelfth] 
of December the Tops of the Mountains appeared. 
It was a welcome Sight to Noah, who, wiſely con- 
ſidering, that tho' the Tops of the Mountains weref 
diſcoverable, the Vallies might ſtill be overflow'd, 
waited forty Days longer before he attempted any tur-Þ 
ther Diſcovery; and then opening a Window of the? 
Ark, he let fly a Raven, to try whether the Waten? 
were dry d up, but the Raven did not return. Seven 
Days after he let fly a Dove, which, finding no Place 
where to reſt her Foot, return'd to the Ark. Seven 
Days after he {ent her out again, and ſhe return'd witha 
Olive-Branch. By this, Noah knew that the Waten 
did not cover the Earth where the Olive-Trees ſtood 
However, he ſtay'd ſeven Days longer, and then h 
let out the Dove the third Time, which did not r: 
turn; whereupon Noah prepared to go out of te 
Ark, by uncovering the Roof of it. Yet having i 
pious Regard to God's Providence and Direction, 3 
well in going forth, as in going in, he continucd tity 
five Days longer, that the Earth might be dry, and went 
out the twenty ſeventh Day of the ſecond Month 
and firſt of the Week. Thus there was a compli 
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n Mountains, Commentators recon- As for Example, when it is faid, I Th 
Tile ſeveral ſeeming Contradictions, by the Ark reftedon the Mountains of Ait 
ſewing, that the Plural Number is im- Gen. xviii. 4. That is, on one 5 


i pioy'd for the Singular, which is very Mountains. 
common in the Stile of the Hebrews, 
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Book I. of the Holy Bible. 23 
| Solar Year, from the Beginning of the Flood, to the 
Day when Noah and his Wife, their Sons and their 
Wives, came out of the Ark, with all the living 
| © Creatures that had gone into it. Then began the 

Month of May, when the Trees and the Plants bud 
and ſhoot out: And now Nature puts on her youth- 
ful vernal Dreſs again, all Things appear in their for- 
mer Gaiety, and the Earth abundantly produces freſh 
Food for the Creatures preſerv'd in the Ark; and all 
other Parts of the Creation contributed to the Uſe 
and Pleaſure of Mankind as before the Deluge. 
The Earth being thus prepar'd to receive Noah and 
his Family, he by God's expreſs Command deſcends 
from the Ark, with the Creatures committed to his 
Charge; and being ſafely landed, the firſt Thing he 
did was to offer a Sacrifice of Thankſgiving to the 
Lord, who had preſerv'd him and his Family from 
the Deluge to reſtore Mankind. In order to which 
he built an Altar, (it is likely on the Mountain where 
the Ark reſted, and the firſt Altar we have Mention 
of) and taking of all the clean Birds and Beaſts, he 
made a Burnt-Offcring on the ſaid Altar. The Sacri- 
ce was acceptable to the Lord, and drew his Bleſ- 
ling on Men, on Beaſts, and on the Earth itſelf: For 
God not only declared his Acceptance of Noah's Piety, 
but made Ne with him, (and in him with his 
Poſterity) graciouſly promiſing, that he would not 
gain curſe the Ground for Man's Sake, though the 
F 8 of his Heart was evil, nor interrupt the 
Fealons any more. Tt 
The Order of Nature deſtroy'd by the Flood being 
Eieftor'd by God's Promiſe, he particularly bleſs'd Noa 
ind his Children, commanded them to multiply and 


* Tel. This is commonly tranſ- Affront to the Juſtice, Goodneſs and 
a for, but very injuriouſly; for it Wiſdom of God, who, by this Tranf= 
[ ea, * the ſacred Author ſpeak quite lation of though for for, might ſeem to 
* TUy to what he defign'd, and is an bleſs Man for his evil Imagmations. 
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l the Earth, appointed Man Lord over all the Beaſts | 
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24 A Compleat Hiſlory Book l. 
of the Earth, and the Fowls of the Air, and Fiſhes 
of the Sea: And whereas hitherto Men had liv'd} 
upon P Vegetables, God having at firſt e 

after] 
the Flood their Fare was inlarg'd, and they were al- 
low'd to eat Fleſh: Only he excepted Blood, and 


Herbs and the Fruits of Trees for their Foo 


Meat ſtrangled, from which the Blood had not been 


drawn, leſt Men ſhould grow ſavage, and, like Brutes | 


eat the Creatures alive; that is, Fleſh with the Blood 


thereof. They were therefore firſt to take away the 
Life, by letting out the Blood, and then to tres and 
eat the Fleſh. But at the ſame Time that he permit - 
ted them to kill all forts of Animals, he ſtricty] 
charged them not to ſhed the Blood of Man, threat - 
ming thoſe, whether Men or Beaſts, that ſhould ſhed 
it, with Vengeance. In ſhort, God ratify'd the Pro- 
miſe he had made to Noah, not to deſtroy Men and 
Beaſts any more by an univerſal Deluge; and to rer: 
der it more ſolemn, confirm'd it by a Covenant and 
Alliance between himſelf and Man, placing the 4 Rain-Þ# 
bow as a Sign of it in the Sky. A Bow he ſet, a 
Inſtrument of Terror; but a Bow unſtring'd, a Bow 
with both Horns upon the Ground, a Bow hanging 
in the Clouds, not in his Hand, an Emblem of hö 
Favour, that he would not ſuddenly ſhoot forth the 
Arrows of his Wrath, though never ſo juſtly pro- 


voked. 


And now the whole Race of Cain being cut off 1 
by the Flood, it might reaſonably have been exped i 
that the r new World would have been planted wil 
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r Pegetables. God at firſt was fatis- God for being mindful of his Coe 


fied with appointing the Fruits and Herbs and faithful in his Promiſe. Tho Be 


for the Food of Man, as being the more this Covenant was not made only 
natural Suſterance ; but did not by any po- tween him and their Nation, but vi 
ſitive Law turbid them the eating the 
Fleſh of Beaſts. Though it is poſſible 


the Flood might authorize that Practice. 
1 Rainbow, The Fews, faith Maimo- the Flood, as St. Peter calls that before l 
nides, when they ſee the Rainbow, bleſs Flood, me 6/d Werid, See 2 Pei. ii.) 
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all the Inhabitants of the World, . 
tween him and the Earth, that he wol 9 
they might make uſe of it, and God after not drown it with an univerſal Deb 
r New, I call this the nem World unt = 
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I. BOOK I. of the Holy Bible. 25 
aeg better People: But as in the Ark there were unclean 
vd Beaſts preſerv'd, as well as clean; fo in Noah's Fami- 
ted] Jy there was a wicked Cham, as well as a pious Shen 
ter and Japheth. For of the three Sons of Noah, who 
al: had been ſo wonderfully preſerv'd with him in the 
and! Ark, to repay the World, there was one of them, 
een] ho having deſerv'd the Curſe of his Father, drew 
tes, | Alſo the Curſe of God upon himſelf; and inſtead of 
ood þ being the Head of a holy Race, was the Father of ſo 
the wicked a Poſterity, as was to be the Object of God's 
and Anger and — 2 And this was Cham and his 
mit · ¶ Race; for the firſt Inſtance of Man's Impiety, after 
ty the Deluge, was that of Cham's diſcovering his Fa- 
eat Ther's Nakedneſs, in a very rude and prophane man- 
ſhed CK which happen'd thus: 

Pro- # Noah having in a moſt devout and ſolemn manner 
and offer d a Sacrifice of Praiſe to God, for his Preſerva- 
ren: Gon and Deliverance, received the Eſtabliſhment of 
and God's Covenant with him and his Poſterity for a per- 
Lain petual Security from another Deluge, and a Com- 
t, uf hand to multiply and repleniſh the Earth, apply'd 
Boy fimſelf to Husbandry; and, amongſt other Improve- 
ging dents which he made of the Ground, he planted a 
F ho incyard. Natural Curioſity invited him to taſte of 
h the he Fruit of his Labour, but not aware of the intoxi- 
pro- ting Quality of the Wine, he drinking too freely 
ir tell into Drunkenneſs; during which he lay in a 
ut of ry indecent Poſture, his Body being uncover'd, in 
ec, Tent, and ſo expos'd to the Eyes of his Children; 
with Fraceleſs Cham was the firſt that ſpied his Father in 


oven 


is Condition, who, inſtead of concealing his Weak- 
Es, betrays him to his Brethren, and made him the 


* 


Ti bjet of Ridicule and Deriſion. But Shem and 
bo vile? 22h abominating their Brother's ill Nature, and 


orids de. 


hing to ſee their Father lying in this immodeſt 


he wou 


1 
ö 


| Ma . 
feder and ſo went backward and cover'd his Naked- 


before 
et. ii.. 


ture, took a Garment, and laid it upon their Shoul- 


allow 


upon which their pious Modeſty did not 
= en them 


26 A Compleat Hiſtory Book! 
them to look. Noah being recover'd from his Wine 
and underſtanding how his younger Son Cham had 
ſerv'd him, he curs'd his Race in the Perſon of C. 
aan; © Curſed, ſaid he, be © Canaan, a Servant df 
“ Servants ſhall he be to his Brethren.” But whe 
he found how regardful his other Sons had been inf 
concealing his Shame, he rewards their pious Car 
with this Bleſſing : t Bleſſed be the Lord of Shen 
« fays he, God ſhall enlarge Japheth, and he {half 
« dwell in the Tents of " Shem, and let Canaan be 
“ his Servant. | | 
We have no Mention of any other Children Mad 
had, but theſe three Sons; from each of which de 
ſcended a numerous Offspring, which afterwards peo 
led many Countries, and, in proceſs of Time, the 
whole inhabited World. And now there was bu” 
one Language uſcd and known among Men; . 
hitherto dwelt at the Foot of the Mountains of 4 
menia, not far, it is likely, from the Place where tf 
Ark reſted ; where their Offspring multiplying by 
grees, they ſpread themſelves into the neighbour 
Countries, as Syria and Meſopotamia And their Nun 
ber {till increaſing, they took their Courſe Weſtwat 
till finding an inviting Plain in the Land of » SHi⁰j,ꝛ 
they ſet down in order to ſettle there. £ 
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r Canaan. That is, all the Poſterity of Eber was Great Grandſon, or the for" 
Ham, as well as himſelf; for Canaan from Shem: And from him both i 4 


was the Son of Ham. Geneſis ix. 18. People of Iſrael were called Ebrews f 

t Bleſſed. The Bleſſing of God had Hebrews) and the Language they {pil 
Effect; for the Worſhip of the true God was called the Hebrew Tongue: 50 i 
continued in the Race of Shem, and the from Shem came the Fews, beſides n 
Poſterity of Fapheth poſſeſſed a vaſt Ex- other People that inhabited Afie. Ti! 
tent of Land, peopling all Europe, and Part of the world, which is called E. 
Part of Aſia; tor which Reaſon it is rope, is generally held to have been ., 
ſaid, He ſhall dwell in the Tents of Shem, pled by the Poſterity of Fapheth. u 
that is, among the Progeny of the lat- beldes thoſe Canaanites, and other TBE 
ter. A great Inſtance of the Reverence ple which anciently poſſeſs'd the LI 
Children ought to bear towards their of Canaan, the Egyptians, Ethiopians w 2 
Parents to cover their Faults, inſtead of other Eaſtern and Southern Nations ® 
expoſing them, with the Bleſſing that taken to be the deſcendants of Ch 


attends the one, and the Curſe that per- 


ſues the other. 
u Shem., Shem is called the Father of 


al the Children of Aber, Geneſis x. 21, 


w Shinar, This is by ſome upp = 
to have been the Place where the 6 
of Eden was; but afterwards it wa 
led Chaldea. ; An * 
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began to poſſes the Minds of Men. They were de- 
ſirous to perpetuate their Name, and no leſs affaid 


that they ſhould be ſcatter'd abroad. To effect the 


one, and prevent the other, they agreed to build them 
{lves a City, and a Tower of ſuch extraordinary 
j Fight, that it is ſaid, they defign'd the Top there- 
of 

of this vaſt Structure hath been the Occaſion of a 
[Conjecture in ſome, that they not only intended it, 


ba Monument of their Power, but as a Place of 


Refuge, incaſe of another Flood; which ſhewed their 
Diffidence of God's Veracity in keeping his Cove- 
nant made with them, that he would not bring a ge- 
geral Deluge over the Earth again. But whether 
Pride or Fear put them upon this Project, it's certain 
* undertook this vaſt Work, and being unanimous, 
hey were not daunted at the Greatneſs of the Un- 
Ertaking ; but, in order to it, began to make * Brick, 
Which they burnt, and, inſtead of Mortar, they made 
Cement of Bitumen or ſlimy Clay, of a pitchy 
ubſtance. 3 | 

Thus they began, and for ſome Time proceeded in 
Wer intended Work; but God, who ſaw their Ar- 
gance and Preſumption, reſolv'd to diſappoint them, 
Wd ſhew them, that they were not out of the Reach 
his Providence and Juſtice. The Almighty there- 
re looking on their Vanity with Indignation, ex- 
ſtulates thus with himſelf: © Behold they are all 


3 begin to do; * Shall they not reſtrain'd in 


Eid. Stone was very ſcarce in 2 Shall &c. Gen, xi. 6. The Verſions 
pu Country as Curtius obſerves ; for being ſay of the Builders of the Tower of Ba- 
mpuęn Country, they had no Mines bel, And now nothing ſhall be reſtrained 
| ing | from them, which they have imagined to. 
WS Cement, The Mortar they us'd was do. But this is falſe; for God ſoon put 
WP"! of natural Calx, which they found a Stop to their Deſign by confounding 
bings or Rivers. And Herodotus them and ſcattering them abroad from 
s that the Walls of Babylon were thence upon the Face of the Earth. The 
ich Brick and Mortar. l f. ſame Particle, which is indeed — 
* Is mes 
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ould reach to Heaven. The projected Height 
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one, and have but one Language, and this —_ 
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28 A Compleat Fhiflory Book 
& that they have imagin'd to do? Yes; we will go 
& don and confound their Language, that they may 
EC. xiot underſtand one another.” Thus the Gre? 
Creator took Council with his own Wiſdom and) 
Power, and which at the Expence of a Miracle, he 
immediately put in Execution; for he put a Stop to: 
their Proceedings by confounding their Tongues, 6 
that they ſpake ſeveral Languages, and could not un- 
derſtand one another. Their confus'd Dialects pro- 1 
duc'd different Ideas in the Minds of the Men of each 
Family, which, for want of underſtanding each o- 
ther's Meaning, they apply'd to improper Objech 
This put them into ſo great Diſorder, that they wer 
forc'd to give over building: And being hereby not 
only render'd incapable of carrying on their intended 
Work, and of converſing one with another; and by 
that Means depriv'd of the Comforts and Pleaſures «Me 
mutual Society and Intercourſe, they willingly part 
and diſperſed themſelves ; they who were of one Lan- 
guage one way, and thoſe who were of another gong bf 
another way. Not that there were as many ſever 
Languages as Perſons; but the ſeveral Families (com: 
puted to be ſeventy) which afterwards grew into 8. 
veral Nations or People, had each a diſtin& and pe 
culiar Language given them. Thus God, by ſcatter Wi 
ing them abroad upon the Face of the Earth, at on Wag: 
both diſappointed their Deſign, and anſwer d his ow; 
which was to repeople the Earth more generally ai 
ſpcedily, than it is probable they of themſelves wou i 
otherwiſe have done. This confounding of Langu A 
gave Name to the City they had begun to bu 
wh from thence was called Babel, ſignifying Co i. 
ion. ; 


times taken negatively, is evidently here the Flemiſh Reviſers and Lewſden um 

to be taken A „and is equal Shall they not be reſtrained in allthi 17 
to che moſt expreſs Affirmation. We haveimagined todo? Which wap 
ſhould therefore trunſlate this text, with ly executed accordingly. 
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II BOOK I. of be Holy Bible. 29 
pon this Separation, the Race of Shem ſettled 
in Alia; thoſe of Cham, Part in 4/ia, and Part in 
in ſrict; and the greater Part of thoſe of Fapheth in 
Europe. Now among thoſe aſpiring Builders of Ba- 
bel was b Nimrod, a bold and puſhing Man, and is by 
3 Moſes called the mighty Hunter before the Lord. 
It's certain he was a very barbarous and tyrannical 
Man, and laid the Foundation of the firſt great Em- 
pire in the World, which at firſt was called the Ba- 
hylanian, from the City Babel, or Babylon, the Me- 


No tropolis of it; from whence he going afterwards into 
ria, did there build the great City Nineveh ; and 
da dom thence this Monarchy was afterwards called the 
ge Ivian, the firſt of the four. 


1 The Confuſion of Tongues, and Diſperſion of the 
Family of Noah, fell out an hundred and one Years 
after the Flood; for Peleg the Son of Eber, who was 
Great Grandſon to Shem, is reckon'd to have been 
porn in the hundredth and firſt Year after the Flood, 


Ind had his Name [Peleg] given him for that Diviſi- 


2 
: 
LY 

& 

* 
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bh &. Moſes, Gen. chap. x. and ply, a great Hunter; Which in thoſe 
Wi, particularly ſets down the Nations Days was efteem'd an honourable and 
4 ſcended from Noah, his Son, Grand- uſeful Imployment; and the Country of 
ns, and Great Grandchildren. The Babylon and Arabia abounding very much 
mes of moſt of thoſe Nations being with wild Beaſts, Nimrod by hunting 
Wanged, many of them cannot cercain- deſtroy'd many of them; for which he 
e known; but there are ſome till became famous. And others ſay, under 
Wmining, The Names of the Sons of pretence of gathering a Company of 
Wm, as Elam, Aſſur, Arphaxad, Lad young luſty Fellows together to ſubdue 


\ Aram, are known in Hiſtory, where wild Beaſts, he came to uſurp Govern- 
OUR find the Elamites, the Afſrians, the ment over Men. This is plauſible, and 
wage WP haxadites, the Lydians, and the Ara- not amiſs from the Text, As to the 
129 .. The Name of Chas, the Son of Words, before the Lord, ſome will have 
wid mm, is given in Scripture to the Eg yp- it chat he was a mighty Tyrant and Per- 


and the Arabs; the Names of moſt ſecutor in Religion in the Face of God, 
ber Children agreeing with moſt of before whom he erected a new fort of 
8 f Nations of Arabia. Worſhip, As to his being mighty in 
Murad. The Word ſignifies Rebel; the Earth, the Verſions vary: The Sep- 
a Name is no otherwiſe proper to tuagint ſay, Gen. x.8, He was a Giant, 
than as a Contemner or Deſpiſer npt only ſays St. Angaſtine » for his 


5 — God; and not becauſe he was cruel, Strength and Bigneſs, but for his Ambi- 
g's: u Oppreſlor, as ſome will have it. tion and Cruelcy againſt the Lord, being 
” WF Hunter, Cc. As to the Character thefirſt that compelled the People, whom 


ure, Commentators and Verſions he had ſubdued, after the Di perſion of 
ety much vary, Some will have Zabch to worltip Fire in Chaldea. 

L be literally, as the Words im- 
| On 


30 A Compleat Hiſtory Book 
on of the Earth, which in his E ne was parted 3 
mongſt Noah's Poſterity. | . 1 
And now Almighty God having diſappointed vai t 
Mankind in raiſing an everlaſting Monument of theif 
Folly, and by ſo wide a Separation put it out of theſ® 
Power of ever attempting the like again, began t 
lay the Foundation ofan Holy City, that is, his Church 
and deſign'd Abram to be Head of a Race, Elect an 
Faithful, which ſhould endure for ever. And here 
it is to be obſery'd, that Moſes in his Relation chook 
rather to write the Genealogy of Thare or Terah, tha 
of the other Deſcendants of Shem; becauſe Terah w: 
the Father of Aram, afterwards named Abrahan 
who was called by the Lord to be the Father of th 
Faithful, and of the Worſhippers of the true Got 
for his Father Terah ſerved other Gods, as we mt 
ſee in Joſhua xxiv. 2. 
This Terah had three Sons, Haran, Nahor, af 
Abram ; for that is the order of their Births. Hara 
who was much elder than his Brethren, *dying bet 
his Father, left one Son named Lot, and two Daug 
ters; whereof one was named Milcab, and the oth 
1/cah, both married to their Uncles; Milcab to Ni 
hor and 1/cah to Abram, as the Jews deliver, vi 
will have her to be called Sarai for her Beauty u 
Houſewifry. . 
After the Death of Haran, Terah took his ber 
Abram, his Grandſon Lot, and Sarai, and carried th 
from Ur to the Land of Canaan; but in their M. 
coming to Haran, (which St. Stephen calls Cham 
they took up their Abode there for a while; duri 
which time Terah died being an © hundred and N 


4 Dying. It is remarkable in the Death e Hundred, c. St. Stephen ſays 
of Haran, that he was the firſt Sonthat Abraham, after the Death of his Fi 
in a natural Way died before his Father; remov'd from Charran to the Lan 
but as they were born firſt, they died Canaan, Ads vii. 4. and Geneſis % 
firſt; the Father before the Son, Abel's it is ſaid, that Abraham was jeu") 
Death cannot be objected againſt this, five Tears old when he departed out of 

© it was violent and unnatural, Tan; and Geneſis xi. 26. it is faib 


all | 


Ill 


aking him Head of a 
he World in him, who 
oins. 


ah was ſeventy Years old when he 
a Abraham; and ver. 32. that he 
being rwo hundred and five Years 
Bur at this rate Terah muſt have 
d ty Years after Abraham's going 
m Charran: For ſeventy five, the 
mber of Abraham's Years when he 
| Charran, being added to ſeventy, the 


15 rer of Trrab's Years when he be- 
d he Abrabam, make one hundred forty 
Cl LN we Years only; whereas tis ſaid, 
r VI.. 32. chat he lived two hundred 


bye, But this muſt certainly pro- 
from a Fault crept into the Text 
oſes; and that of the two hundred 
bve Tears, which are given to Terah, 
en he died at Charran, he only lived 
ndred forty and five, according to 
Samaritan Verſion and the Samari- 
Chronicle, which without doubt do 
with the Hebrew Copy, from which 


7h a were tranſlaced, This Error has 

ve L overlook*'d by all or moſt Commen- 
+ ofa V d Writers upon the Holy Scrip- 
2 P even our moſt modern Chrono- 
4% F ochers, except the Author of 
18 fal 2 


IBoOk I. of the Holy Bible. 
fre Years old. After the Death of Terah, God com- 
branded Abram to leave this Country, and to go into 
the Country he would ſhew him. He promiſed a 

ighty People ſhould deſcend from him, to bleſs him, 
| [7 in him to bleſs all the Nations of the Earth. 
ram, without any Heſitation, believes God's Word, 
hich promiſed him two ſuch great Advantages, as 
5 People, and bleſſing all 


31 


was to proceed from his 


Abram prepares for his Journey, taking his whole 
amily, and that of his Nephew Lot, to go to the 
and which God ſhould ſhew him, who did not ap- 
oint any certain Place, to prove thereby his Faith 
d Obedience; which he manifeſtly ſhewed in his 
ady Compliance with God's Command. Accord- 
ly Abram ſet out, and perſued his Journey till he 
me into the Land of (Canaan, which was the Coun- 
God had directed him to) to that Part which is 
led the f Oak of Moreh. Having palſs'd through 


es Eſſay for a new Tranſlation of the 
ible. 

f Oak. The Chaldee Paraphraſe and 
moſt Rabbies transform into a Plain the 
Oat of Moreh, at which God appeared to 
Abram, Gen. Xii. 6. and moſt Verſions, 
except the vulgar Latin, transform this 
Oak into a Valley; and if we were to 
give it another Signification, we muſt 
rather make it ſignify a Valley than a 
Plain; becauſe Sychem was ſituated in 
the Valley of Aulom, ſo called from the 
Word Elon, which ſignifies an Oak. Twas 
under this Oak that Jacob hid the ſtrange 
Gods which his Servants kept, and the 
Ear-rings; and 'twas likewiſe under it 
that Deborah, Rebecca's Nurſe, was bu- 
Tied, Gen. xxxv. 4, 8. Twas alſo un- 
der it that Foſbza ſet up a great Stones 
Foſhna xxiv. 26. and that Abimeleck was 
made King,Fadges ix. 6. where our Tranſ- 
la tors render it Plain. But here in Gen. 
X11. 6. the 5 int render it High Oak. 
But more of this in our Note on the 
ſame Word, when we ſpeak of the Oat 


of Mamre a little farther, 
ſome 
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long before he had any I 


appeared to him, and made him ſo gracious a Promiſ 
Canaan, before he was forced to remove; for a Fi 


mine happening in that Country, he was obliged tog 


had, no doubt, obſerv'd the Difference in point d 


cd to this Apprehenſion, that if they took Sara; tou 


$2 A Compleat Hiflory Book 
ſome Parts of the Land, the Lord appeared again . 
him, and gave him a ee of it to his Poſteriti el 


ue, and whilſt it was poſſeſ 

by other People; for the Canaanite then :nhabited i OV: 
However, Abram, to ſnew his Faith and Gratitudef 41 
erected an Altar in that Place to the Lord, who hif Hu 


oing thence to a Mountain, which is on the Eaſt if 
Bethel, he there pitched his Tent between Bethel anf 
Hai: And there KG raiſed an Altar unto the Lord, anf 
called upon his Name. But he had not ſtay' d longiſ Ni 


Vas 


into Egyyt; which lying near to that Part of Cana 
where he had ſettled, and being a fruitful Country, H 
determin'd to travel thither, and ſtay there for {on 
time. | . | 

Whilſt they were upon the confines of Eg pt, 


Beauty between his own Wife and the Egyptian Wo 
men; which ſoon poſſeſſed him with a Jealouſy, th" 
his Witc's Beauty might indanger his Safety; co 
cluding, that ſo fair a Woman, and ſo far excell'> 
the Women of that Country, would ſoon be tak 

notice of, and as ſoon deſired. And becauſe the Wor 
was not then grown to that Height of Diflolutencs 
as lightly to invade the Marriage-Bed, Nuptial Tr 
being held too ſacred to be violated, his Fear ſuggeil 


his Wife, they would make him away, that they mig 
come to the Injoyment of her without the Impuratid 
of Adultery; a Grime imputed even in that Marti 
Age more heinous than Murder. To prevent ti 
Danger, he open'd his Mind to his Wife; and layil 
the Cauſe of his Fears upon her Beauty, he begg'di 
to fay the was his Siſter, that ſhe might not be tale 
for his Wife; by which Means he might not ol 
eſcape the apprehended Danger, but might alſo n 
the better for her ſake. Al 


Book I. of the Holy Bible. 33 
Abram's Fears and Apprehenſions were not ground- 
cls: For no ſooner was he come into Egypt, but his 
Wife's Charms inflam'd the Egyptians. Her Beauty 
as the common Theme of their Praiſes, which at 
haſt reach'd the Court, where thoſe neareſt the King ac- 
guainted him with this celebrated Beauty. Theſe En- 
romiums rais'd in the King a Curioſity to ſee this beau- 
iful Stranger, who is immediately brought to Court, 


It 
ty 


Ying her Siſter, is very well treated for her Sake, the 
Ning beſtowing many great Preſents on him. Here 
(vas a great Inſtance of the Watchfulneſs of Provi- 
Wence in the Preſervation of the Patriarch's Honour, 
End his Wife's Chaſtity, that would not ſuffer 
heir Marriage-Bed to be defiled : For to deter Pha- 
9:0 and his Court from any diſhonourable Attempt 
pon Sarai's Virtue, God, by inflicting ſome ſudden 
ickneſs or bodily Infirmity on them, reſtrain'd their 
nlawful Deſires, and made them ſenſible ſhe was a 
Harricd Woman. The King took the Hint, and cal- 
Wing for Abrum blam'd him for deceiving him, which 
night have led him into a fatal Error z and not know- 
ung her to be a married Woman, might have taken her 
o his own Bed. Then in a great Diſpleaſure he bids 
im take his Wife, and be gone, and commands his 
crvants neither to injure him in his Perſon, or his 
Woods, but permit him to remove quietly with all his 

pubſtance z which was much improv'd during his Stay 
Egypt by the Favour of the King, for he was very 
ech in Cattle, in Silver and Gold. 

Hitherto his Nephew Lot continued with him, 
hoſe Stock n proportionably with his Uncle 
bram's. They leaving Egypt make towards Canaan 
gan, and arrive at Bethel, the Place where Abram 
ad made an Altar to the Lord before he went into 
0% %t, and there he worſhipped God again. © 
And now their Families growing large, and their 
ocks increaſing, they began to labour again under a 

Vor. I. | D Scarcity 


und taken into the King's Apartment; and Aram cal- 
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Scarcity of Food for their Cattle; which might profit 
bably proceed partly from the late Famine there, and v 
partly from the great Number of the Canaanites and ſe 
Perizzites that poſſeſſed the moſt fruitful Part of th“ 
Country. This Scarcity of Proviſions and Paſturagg® 
cauſed ſome little Quarrels between the Herdſmen ot 
Abram, and thoſe of Lot, which gave Abram ſom“ 
Unceaſineſs; who fearing that this Contention among 
the Servants, if not timely ſuppreſs'd, might riſe highaſ& 
to the indangering of a Breach betwixt his Kintſmaſ 

and him, took an Opportunity to ſpeak with his N 
2 Lot about it; and in ſoft and mild Terms ſaidt 

im, Let there be no diſpute between us, nor our St 
wants; for we are s Brethren. Abram therefore to pn 
vent the worſt, wiſcly propoſes parting, ſeeing it ſcarcq 
ly probable, that ſince their Subſtance was grown 
great, they ſhould with the ſame Conveniency a 
Accommodation dwell any longer together. A 
though Abram was in all Reſpects a greater and be 
ther Man than Lot, yet to ſhew his Prudence, 1 
Meanneſs of Spirit, he condeſcends to give his Cot 
{in Lot his Choice of Settlement in what Part of ti 
Land he liked beſt, and himſelf would take what 
refuſed. Lot readily cloſed with this advantaged 
Propoſal; for having before ſurveyed the Country, 
choſe for himſelf all the Plain of Jordan, which 
had obſerved to be very fertile, and very well water 
Thus having parted by Agreement, Lot directs! 
Courſe Eaſtward, and ſettles in the Plain of) 
dan, pitching his Tent towards Sodom The Inhad 
tants of which Place exceeded in that Age the wo 
of Sinners. Lot being thus gone, Abram tay'd I 
in the Land of Canaan, where God renewed to 
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E Brethren. So the Ancientsreputed and Religion, and the Worſhip of the 
called thoſe that ſprang from one com- God, they were Brethren alfo in! 
mon Root, though not in a direct Line tual Relation: Both which would 
begotten by one and theſame Father, In ſuffered, if this Contention had col 
which Reſpe& thoſe were Brethren in ed and got ta any Head between 
a natural Relation; as with Reſpe& to or their Dependants, 
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rothe Gift of that Land, and to his Seed for ever. This 


nd. _ Gift, as penn'd by the Direction of God him- 
, ſtands inrolled in the ſacred Record thus: Lift 


mg el 
th up now thine Eyes, and look from the Place where 
ag“ thou art, Northward, Southward, Eaſtward, and 
r Weſtward for all the Land which thou ſeeſt will 


m I give unto thee, and to thy Seed for ever: And I 


on“ will make thy Seed as the Duſt of the Earth; ſo 
he“ that if a Man can number the Duſt of the Earth, 


then ſhall thy Sced be number'd. Ariſe, walk thro? 


maß 
Ne the Land in the Length and Breadth thereof; for 
iat“ I give it unto thee. Hereupon Abram removing 


his Tent, went and dwelt at the h Oak of Mamre, 
hich is in Hebron; and there he built an Altar unto 
the Lord. | b 

In a ſhort Time after happen'd that memorable Bat- 
le fought by four Kings againſt five, the firſt pitched 
battle we fave any Account of in facred Hiſtory. 
he Occaſion of which was this; Chedarlaomer, King 
ff Elam, had held five petty Kings in a tributary Sub- 
ection to him for ſome Years; of which Number the 
ing of Sodom was one. At length they confederat- 
d againſt him: Whereupon he, with three other 
ings, made War upon them to reduce them to their 
ormer Subjection. The tributary Kings reſolve to try 
eir Fate in a pitch'd Battle, and are defeated. The 
ater ale of Siddim, where the Battle was fought, had in 
many Pits, out of which had been digged Slime, 
i kind of clammy Earth, called Bitumen, very good 
d make Mortar with,) and here the Kings of Sodom 
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" 0ak.. Tranſlators have been guilty 
the ſame Fault in rendring the Oak of 
och the Plain of Moreb, as here in 
dring the Oak of Mamre the Plain of 
lamre. Soxomene writes, that this Oak 
4 ſtill famous in the Time of Conſtan- 
e for Pilgrimages, and for an anniver- 
y Feaſt which was ſolemnized there: 
bat it was diſtant from Hebron but fix 
les, where there were ſtill to be ſeen 


ne Cottages which Abraham had built 


near to that Oak, and a Well which he 
had digged; and whither the Jews, Pa- 
gans, and Chriſtians, travelld every Year, 
either out of Devotion, or a Deſign to 
Trade. Brochard aſſures us, That he had 
ſeen this Oak, and had carried home ſome 
of the Fruit and Wood of it; and he ob- 
ſerves, that its Leaves are ſomewhat 
larger than thoſe of the Maſtick-Tree, 
but chat its Fruit reſembles an Acorn. 
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But whether being perſued amongſt thoſe Pits the? 
were over- taken and ſlain, or whether taking Shel 
there they hid and ſecur'd themſelves till the Perſupy 
was over, is notexpreſs'd. However, after the Roſy 
the Conquerors plunder'd the Cities of Sodom and G 
morrah, carried away all the Goods and Proviſionfy 
and made the Inhabitants Priſoners: Amongſt whoſe 
was Zbram's Nephew Lot, who by this Time was bÞ 
come an Inhabitant of Sodom, though upon his part 
ing with his Uncle we left him only pitching his Te 
towards Sodom; but now he was gone to dwell 
Sodom, and with the Sodomites was taken Priſoner. 
But ſome made their Eſcape; one of which can 
and brought the News of this Defeat to Abram, wif 
remained ſtill near the Oak that belonged to Man 
with his two Brothers Eſcol and Aner, who were 
Contederacy with him. Abram in haſte muſters up wh 
Force he could to reſcue his Kinſman; and chooſi 
amongit his own Servants ſuch as were fit to bear Arm 
to the Number of Three hundred and eighteen, a 
companied with his i Contederates, he perſues the 
nemy as far as Dan. The Night favouring his Þ 
ſign, he divides his Forces into ſmall Parties, and i 
tacks them on all Sides. The Unexpectedneſs oft 
ſudden Attempt upon a victorious Army loaden wi 
Spoil, and the Midnight Alarm, ſtruck them . 
ſuch Horror and Amazement, that Abram obtain' 
ſudden and eaſy Victory. Chedarlaomer, and the Kin 
that were with him, fell in the Action, and their wh 
Army was routed, which they drove as far as Hi 
which is on the Left of Damaſcus. Thus Abram te 
cu'd his Nephew Lot, and all the Priſoners, and! 
took all the Booty, | 4 


1 Confederates, See Gen. xiv. 13. and v. 24. 
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The firſt that congratulated him upon his Victory 


of the Holy Bible. 37 


was the King of k Som, who, in thankful Acknow- 
edgment of the Benefit he had received from Aoram's 
Aſliſtance and Courage, offer'd him the Goods which 
the had retaken, deſiring him only to reſtore the Pri- 


ought to ſupport. 


Sodom. By this it ſeems, Gen. xiv. 
þ 17. the King of Sodom was not {lain 
the Battle of the Kings aforeſaid. For 
e Texr ſaying only that the King of 
dom came out to meet him, it may 
ſnably be ſuppoſed he came from 
me Place where he had hid himſelt, 


eror had withdrawn, he might return, 
Melchixedek. There have been, and 
t are, great Diſputes among the Learn- 
who this Melchizedek was, and where 
| City Salem ſtood. And that which 
| hath aggravated the Difference, is 
Deſcription of him in Heb, vil. 3. 
dere it is ſaid, That Melchizede: was 
hout Father, without Mother, without 
ent, having neither Beginning of Days, 
End of Life. Theſe Words have oc- 
ond many wild and whimſical Spe- 
tions. But among all the Opinions 
uthim, that of Epiphanius, and others, 
o his Perſon, is very probable; who 
nk that he was a Sidonian, which they 
n to take out of Joſephut, who calls him 

ince of the Canaanites, But we may 
eve, that the Apoſtle does not de- 
de him by thoſe Qualities with re- 
K to his Perſon, but to his Office or 
nity of Prieſthood, which made him 
t Jeſus Chriſt: And on that Account 
enough that his Genealogy, Birth, and 
Kh, are not recorded in Scripture, to 


from Sodom, whither, after the Con- 


D 3 


ſoners. Abram was not ſo ſordid as to take the Ad- 
yantage of the Miſery of War; for ſaving to his Con- 
ſederates that Part of the Plunder which by the Rules 
of War belong'd to them, he reſtored to the King ot 
dom both the Priſoners and the Goods, having be- 
fore reſolved not to keep any thing of them, that it 
might be ſaid he undertook that Enterprize for the 
publick Good, which all Men of Honour and Piety 


The next that congratulated Abram upon his Suc- 
{ eſs was! Melchizedeck, King of Salem, who, meet- 


juſtify rhis Deſcription, as ſeveral have 
obſerved. But ſince it is uſual inthe beſt 
Authors to deſcribe Famous Nations and 
Perſons, as if they were che firſt of their 
Order, and as if they had produced them- 
ſelves, it is more natural to have Re- 
courſe to this Cuſtom. Hiftory ſpeaks 
of ſeveral People who had no Original: 
The Italians about Rome were called Ab- 
origines, the Athenians call'd themſelves 
Autocht ones: And Seneca ſpeaking of 
rwo Kings of the Romans, Ancns and 
Servins, ſays, The firſt had no Fa- 
ther, and the ſecond no Mother, After 
all, th come the neareſt to the Light we 
can; If it be true that Melchizedek was 
deſcended of wicked and idolatrous 
Parents, as moſt of the Fathers think, 
and that he was the firſt and laſt Prieſt 
of the True God of his Race, the Apoſ- 
tle might in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
very well deſcribe him under thoſe Cha- 
racers in Ver. 3. And ſince our Lan- 
guage is not ſo metaphorical as the dead 
Languages, we ſhould follow in a popu- 
lar Verſion the Meaning which we have 
obſerved, and tranſlate with Oztram this 
Text, Heb. vii. 3. That Melchizedek was 
the moſt illuſtrioms of his Family, and had 
neither Predeceſſor nor Succeſſor in his Im- 
ploy Which Verſion is very natural, and 
expreſſes fully the Senſe of the Words 
of the Original, : 
ing 


4 am thy Shield, and thy exceeding great Reward. 
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ing him in his Return from the Battle, brought him 
Preſent of Bread and Wine, to refreſh him and his 
Men upon their March; and both bleſſed Abram, and 
God too, that had given him good Succeſs. In Re- 
quital of which Kindneſs, Abram made him a Preſent 
of the tenth Part of the Spoils that he had taken in] 
that Expedition. ; 

Notwithſtanding this Victory over theſe Kinga 
Abram conſidering himſelf but as a Stranger in that 
Country, might be apprehenſive that the Babylonian 
whom he had lately defeated, to repair their Loſs might 
meditate a Revenge; therefore to take off any An 
iety of Mind that might proceed from temporal Cauſes 
God incourages him, ſaying, Fear not, Abram, for | 


Tho' this Providential Care of the Almighty was an 
opportune Hint to Abram, to put him in Mind of thi 
Promiſe he gave him, that his Iſſue ſhould inherit thi 
Land; yet he had not been pleaſed hitherto to beſtoy 

any Heir upon him ; but that his Servant was like to 
inherit his Eſtate. Whercupon, God, to fatisfy him, 
tells him, That not his Servant, but one that ſhould 
come out of his own Bowels ſhould be his Heir; and 
that he ſhould not only have an Heir of his own Bod 
but a numerous Offspring, like the Stars of Heave 
for Number. But Abram deſiring ſome Aſſurance fo 
theſe rig God gratified him in making a Core 
nant with him by expreſs Promiſe, attended with 
very ſolemn Ceremony after this Manner: Take (fat 
God) an Heifer of three Years old, and a She-Goat | 
three Years old, and a Ram of three Years old, and 
Turtle- Dove, and a young Pigeon. Abram obey'd, u 
dividing the Beaſts, but not the Birds, he laid cad 
Piece one againſt the other; and when the Fow! 
came down upon the Carkaſſes, he drove them awi 
About Sun-ſet a deep Sleep ſeiz'd Abram, which © 
fected him with Horror. But God ſpoke to him, ſi 
ing, © Know for certain, that thy Seed ſhall be 

. 6“ Strang 


12 (Stranger in a Land that is not theirs, and ſhall ſerve 
us 


« fourth Generation they ſhall come hither again: 
For the Iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.“ 


bat And for a ſimilar Demonſtration how this ſhould come 
n to paſs, the Lord cauſed two Emblems of all this to 
-hfeppear; firſt a Smoaking Furnace, (a plain Repre- 
*. entation of the heavy Sufferings his Seed ſhould un- 
fer go in Egypt,) and a Lamp: of Fire, (a lively Em- 
lem of their Deliverance after the Expiration of their 
Four hundred Years Servitude : ) 2 Theſe paſted be- 
Iwcen the divided Pieces of Fleſh. | 
Harai having for about ten Years expected a Per- 
ſormance of God's Promite, and judging according to 
town Courſe of Nature that her Husband's Iſſue muſt 
e toſſ@roceed from ſome other, and not from her Body, now 
hinWclparring of her own Zr r. partly from her 
ou wn great Age, which was ſeventy-five, and partly 
om a Senſe ſhe had that God had reſtrained her from 
od earing, n prevailed with her Husband to take her 
ve andmaid o Hagar to be his ? Concubinary Wife, 
e f eaſing herſelf with the bee . that if her Maid 
oe ould conceive by her Husband, it would be a Means 
ith building up her and her Houſe, in the compleating 
| the Divine Promiſe. | 
t.. xv. ed lawful and true Wives, and their Iſſue 
" Prevailed. This ſhews the ſingular reputed legitimate, and they had a law- 
all ty of Abram, Gen. xvi. 2. who could ful Right to the Marriage Bed, and might 
J. . ichout the Importunity of his juſtly claim the Privilege thereof as well 
J fe, be A to take their Servant as the chief Wife: Let in all other Re- 
tis Bed ! ſpe&s they were inferior to her. And 
Fow! Hagar. She isſuppoſed by St. Chry- as they had no Authority in the Family, 
mM to have been given by Pharaoh to nor Share in Houſhold- Government; 10 
an whilſt he ſoared in Egypt, if they had been Servants in the Fami- 
h A L was by the pious Example of her ly before they came to be Concubines, 
C ter and Miſtreſs converted to the true they continued to be ſo afterwards, and 
_ end Worſhip of the true God. in the ſame Subjection to their Miſtreſs 
7 he loncubinary, In Concubinage, thoſe as before. | | 
] Wdary or Half · Wives, were account- 


D 4 Hagav 
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Hagar ſoon conceiv'd by her Maſter Abram; and Sc 
forgetting her former Condition of a Slave, values hei th 
ſelf upon her Conception, and treats her Miſtreſs with 
ill Manners and Contempt. Sarai, who had been thef ur 
Cauſe of this Eg yptian's Advancement, is ſtung to the K 
Quick at her ſcornful Carriage, which not being able 
to bear ſhe complains to her Husband; hinting as i fit 
Hagar durſt not have been ſo ſawcy to her without 
ſome Incouragement from him, and expoſtulates with of 
him very ſharply about the Matter. But Abram to le ex 
his Wife Sarai ſee that he would not countenance hei ret 
in any diſreſpectful Carriage towards her, delivers Hagai rec 
into her Power as her Miſtreſs, bidding her do as ſh acc 
pleaſed with her. Sarai, no Doubt, ſhewed her re ms 
ſentment in ſome Severity, which we find not parti 
cularly expreſs'd: However, it was ſuch, it ſeem Ye 
as Hagar's 3 Mind could not bear; for ſhe rang ni. 
way immediately, making the beſt of her Way to ha G0 
own Country, which was Egypt. As ſhe travelled Fai 
through the Deſert-Country, finding a Fountain obet 
Water, ſhe tarricd to reſt and refreſh her ſelf. Her the 
the Angel of the Lord found her, who in his firſt AcWaga 
dreſs, to put her in Mind of her Relation and Duty“ f 
gave her the Appellation of Sarai's Maid, plainly de 
noting that her Advancement to her Maſter's Bed ha 
not exempted her from her Miſtreſs's Service. The! 
expoſtulating with her about her intended JourncyM 
W hither ſhe would go? She told him ſhe fled fron 
her Miſtreſs. The Angel inquired no further; but 
bid her return to her Miſtreſs, and ſubmit her ſelf to 
her. And the more to perſuade her to a Thing i 
much againſt her Inclination, he told her that Gol 
would a multiply her Seed exceedingly, ſo that it ſhoul 
not be number'd; and to convince her that he was! 
Meſſenger ſent on Purpoſe from God to take Care 
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f her, he told her that which none elſe could tell b . 
4 namely, that ſhe was with Child, and ſhould þca . ; 


Sol, 
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di" Son, giving her a particular Charge about the Name 
en the ſhould give him, which was //hmael. | 
tu Hagar, as has been before noted, having been brought 
ne up in Abram's Family, was no Doubt inſtructed in the 
he Knowledge and Fear of the true God, which is plain 
e from her acknowledging that it was God that had vi- 
ſited her: And the Fountain alſo, at which the Angel 
u found her, was called Beer-Iahai-rio, that is, The Well 
thi of him that liveth and ſeeth me. And now being in ſo 
le extraordinary a Manner comforted and admoniſhed, ſhe 
ei returned to her Miſtreſs, and being upon her Submiſſion 
received, ſhe in due Time was deliver'd of a Son, whom, 
e according to the Angel's Direction, Abram called Iſb- 
re. mael. | = | 


i At the Birth of this Child Abram was eighty and ſix 


me Years old; and leſt he in the Exceſs of Joy ſhould 
n+ niſtake this Child for the Heir to thoſe great Promiſes 
he God had before made to him, for a further Trial of his 


el Faith and Obedience, deferred yet thirteen Years longer 
ß before that Bleſſing which ſhould befall him; for in 


len che Ninety ninth Year of Abram God appeared to him 
Ae again, and ſaid, I am the Almighty God; walk be- 
u fore me, be thou perfect, and I will make my Co- 
de venant between me and thee, and will multiply thee 


ha 


[* exceedingly.” Abram in humble Reverence falli 


hei on his Face, God talked further with him, and, for a fur- 
ne cher Confirmation of his Faith, told him he ſhould be 
ron Father of many Nations, changing his Name from 
bu Abram to Abraham. At the ſame Time did God in- 
H ſtitute Circumciſion, as a Seal of the Covenant he now 
g bad made with Abraham, commanding that every Male- 
Go Child of eight Days old, whether born in the Houſe, 
ou or bought with Money, ſhould be circumciſed in the 


(5 Foreskin of his Fleſh, upon Pain of being cut off from 
reo bis People, Whereupon Abraham and Iſhmael, and 


be * Abram, This Name imported a Twelve Tribes, but the Iſhmaelites, the 

cr Father, but his new Name Abra- Edomites, and all the Poſterity of Ketwrahs 
e fignifies 4 Father of à great Multi- deſcending from him. 

M%: As indeed he was; not only the | | all 
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42 A Compleat Hiſtory Book. 
all the Men of his Family, were circumciſed the ſame} 
Day. And as God had changed Abram's Name to- 
that of Abraham, ſo did he at the ſame Time change? 
his Wife's Name from f Sarai to Sarah. The Diff [2 
rence in Sound but little, but great in Meaning. And 
now at the changing of their Names did God pro- 
miſe a Son to Abram by his Wife Sarah, I will bleſs} 
Ber, (ſaid he,) and give thee a Son alſo of her. This was 
joyful News to Abraham indeed, who did not in the! 
leaſt queſtion the Performance of it; but conſidering 
that he was at this preſent a real Father in Iſhmael, the 
natural Affection he bore to him as his Firſt-begotten, 
and Fear that upon the Birth of another he might be 
deprived of him, made him break forth into this earneſt 
* O that Iſhmacl might live before thee? 
God ſoon diſpels theſe Anxieties of Abraham; and to 
take off his Fondneſs of advancing Iſhmael to any Share 
in the Covenant, aſſures him that Sarah ſhould bear 
him a Son, whoſe Name he ſhould call 7/aac, pro- 
miſing him to eſtabliſh his Covenant with him for 
ever, and with his Sced after him. And at the ſame 
Time, that he might not ſeem wholely to reject Abra. 
ham's Requeſt for Iſhmael, he adds, As for Iſhmach 
Ihave heard thy Prayer, and have bleſſed him; he ſhall 
be fruitful, and multiply ſo exceedingly, that he ſhall be. 
get twelve Princes, and I will make him a great Nati. 
And to take off any further Doubt or Scruple of the 
Performance of theſe Promiſes, God appoints a («| 
Time, telling him that Sarah ſhould bring forth a Son, 
the t next Year. And to aſſure him further of it, in 
a ſhort Time after this God appears to him in anothe 
Manner, to confirm him in the Truth of what he had 
told him: For as Abraham one Day fat in his Ten: 
Door, in the Oak-Grove he eſpied three Perſons, whonW 
he took for Men, coming towards him; whereupo! 

r Farai. Sarai ſignified My Princeſs, ſhall ſhe be, and Kings of People ſul 


Princeſs of my Family only; but Sarah come of ber, Gen. xvii. 16. 
ſignifies a Princeſs indefinitely, at large. © See Gen. xvii. 21. & XX. 2. 


Mother (or Princeſs) of many Nations i 5 
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piling from his Seat, he went to mcet them, and after 
the 


be Men, he is very importunate with them to ſtay, 


and he immediately gives Order for an Entertainment, 
which was accordingly ſerved in, and himſelf waited 
at the Table, which was under the Covert of a fine 
ſhady Oak. During their ſeeming Refreſhment, one 
of them asked him where his Wife was; and Abraham 
telling him ſhe was in the Tent, he ſaid, /wwill certainly 
yeturn to thee according to the Time that Women uſually 
0 with Child, and Sarah thy Wife ſhall have a Son. 
By which Abraham once more was aſſur'd that this 
Viſit was from Heaven, and that one of them repre- 


If at the Improbability of the Matter. For which 
cing reproved by one of their heavenly Gueſts, tho? 

e knew her ell guilty, ſhe denied that ſhe laughed. 
put the Lord poſitively fix'd it upon her, telling her, 

ay, but thou didſt u 3 
Upon this the Converſation ceaſed, and the Compa- 
y breaking up prepared to be gone, having firſt aſ- 

red rabid of God's Return at the promiſed Time 


eds wait on them, and bring them on their Way. 
Sthey walked God was pleaſed to give a ſingular In- 
ance of his Fayour to Abraham, in acquainting him 


Laugh. This ſhews how piercing dulity, and was not an Act of Scoffing 
e Lye of Providence is, from which or Come, And yet there is a great 
Secret can be hid. She thought none Difference berween Abraham's Laughing 
uld diſcoyer her Inclinations or inward and Sarah's Laughing, tho* much upon 
ns; and becauſe ſhe did not laugh the ſame Occaſion : For Abraham, when 
Wwardly, ſhe therefore perſiſted in the the Promiſe of a Son by Sarah was made 
al. Her only Excuſe could be, that to him, Gen. xvii. 17. laughed for Joy, 
F Laughter proceeded from her Incre- and was not reproved. ih 
| | Wit 


uſtom of the Country, ſaluted them by bowing 
himſelf to the Ground. And ſtill ſuppoſing them to 


and take a Repaſt with him. They readily conſented, | 


ſented God himſelf. Sarah over-heard all that paſſed 
n this Converſation ; and confidering her own 
and Husband's great Age, ſhe could not believe what 
vas faid, having ſtill a greater Regard to the Order 
df Nature than God's Promiſe, but laughed within her 


nd he underſtanding they deſign'd for Sodom, would 
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44 A Compleat Hiſtor Book. 
with his Purpoſe concerning Sodom; which graciou 
Act was grounded upon the Aſſurance he had, that 
Abraham would command not only his Children, but 
his Houſhold after him, to keep the Way of the Lorch 
to do Juſtice and Judgment. Upon which God ac. 
quaints him with his Defign to * deſtroy Sodom, which 
whilſt he was doing the two Angels left them, and 
went towards Sodom; but Abraham remained com- 
muning with the Lord, and interceding for that wich- 
ed City, which this great Condeſcenſion of the Lond. 
in communicating his Purpoſe to Abraham, gave hin 
Opportunity to do. He therefore taking for granted 
that God, the Judge of all the Earth, muſt do right 
proceeded to mediate for Sodom in {ix petitionary Pro 
pſiotions, leſſening the Number from fifty to ten; that 
in caſe there were. but ten juſt Perſons in Sodom, hf 
would not deſtroy it for their Sake. This God af 
Abraham's Intreaty was graciouſly pleaſed to grant; 
and ſo left Abraham to return home. 
The other two Gueſts, who came along with the 
from Abraham's Tent, (and who were indeed Mini 
{tring-Angels, that God had ) appointed to execus 
Judgment upon the wicked Sodomites,) held on the 
Courle towards the City, where they arrived in th 
Evening. Lot, who ſat in the Gate of the City, ſe 
ing them, went to meet them, and havin e 
invited them to his Houſe to refreſh and repoſe then 
ſelves that Night; which they at firſt declined, bu 
by his Importunity were prevailed upon to accep 


the Children of Men built, Gen. *i 


Command. See Gen. xvili. 19. | 
And now again, before the Deftrufti 


* Deſtroy. Here is another great In- 


ſtance of God's Patience, who, tho' he 
knew all without Inquiry, yet would not 
condemn even the moſt flagitious with- 
out due Examination and Trial. Before 
the Flood God proceeded againſt the old 


World upon ocular Evidence: God ſaw 


thas the Wickedneſs of Man was great, 
Gen. vi. 5, & 12. So alſo at the Build- 
ing of Babel it is ſaid, The Lord came 
Hawn te ſis che City and the Tower, which 


427 7 


of Sodom, tho* the Cry againſt Sodem? 
Gomorrah was great, becauſe of the ci 
vouſneſs of their Sin, yet the Lord wol 
not proceed againſt them upon Cenem 
or upon common Fame, but I Il 
down, faith the Lord, and ſee wheth# 
have done altogether according to the li 
it: and if not, I will know, Gen. xviu. i 

Adpointed. See Gen, Xix. 19: 
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WE During their Entertainment, the Men of Sodom in a 


lat 


very mutinous and riotous Manner incompaſſed the 


u Houſe, and commanded Lot to bring forth his new: 
ch Gueſts, that they might? know them. Lot thinking 


I- 


ch 


nd 


N 


by mild and quiet Words to appeaſe his unreaſonable 
Neighbours, ſteps out of the Door, and ſhutting it 
after him, intreats them not to offer any Affront to his 


. Gueſts: And ſo great was his Concern for their Safety, 


* 


Or 


Deſtruction grown ve 


* Know them, That is, abuſe them in 
a unnatural and filthy Manner which 
afterwards expreſly forbidden in the 
, Levit, xviii. 22. and thereby made 


pal, ch. xx. 13. Which vile Sin con- 
» the ed among the Gentiles even to the 
wi: roftles Time, (as may be gather'd from 
„ 19. m. i. 27. and 1 Cor. vi. 9.) and was 


fenerally practi ſed amongſt the People 
» that from thence it took the 
de Soderry, and the Practicers thereof 


ck. that he made an unwary and unwarrantable Offer to 
the Sodomites, to bring out his two Virgin Daughters 
to them, to do with them as they pleaſed, rather than 
ted they ſhould abuſe his Gueſts: 
Error in the good Man, yet ſhews how ſacred the Laws 
of Hoſpitality were then held among the virtuous. But 
the Sodomizes naturally wicked, and in order to their 
harden'd, ſcorn'd to be directed 
by him, who was but a late Inhabitant among them, and 
hreatned to deal worſe with him than with his Gueſts ; 
and preſſing hard upon Lot, they intended to force the 
Door. The heavenly Gueſts ſeeing Lot ſo put to it, 
ngaged in the Quarrel; they pull'd him into the Houſe, 
d ſtruck theſe unnatural Monſters with a Blindneſs, 
hich ſo puzzl'd them that they could not find the 
Door : Which when they had ſhut 
d of Lot what Family he had; and letting him know 
hat the Deſtruction of that Place was now determin- 
d, and that God had ſent them to deſtroy it, they bid 
im take all his Family and Relations, with whatſo- 
er he had in that Place, and bring them out. 

Upon this Admonition Lot went out, and ſpake to 
hoſe that were to * marry his Daughters, and adviſed 


hich, though an 


ain, they inquir- 


are called Sodomites, both in Holy Scrip- 
ture, (1 Kings xiv. 24. & xv. 12. 2 Kings 
XX111, 7.) and our Engiiſh Laws, which 
(as did the Law of God of old) do yer 
make the Puniſhment Death. | 

2 Marry, &c. Some Tranflators ren- 
der it, Which were to marry his Daughters, 
It is very probable they were contraſted 
or betrothed ro Husbands ; but the Mar- 
riage not conſummated by Cohabitation. 


them 
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them to go with him to avoid the common Deſtruction 


But to little Purpoſe; for they looked upon all he ſai 
as aJeſt. By this Time the Night was far ſpent; an 
as ſoon as the Day began to break the Angels haſten 

Lor to be gone, ſaying, Ariſe, take thy Wife and thy u 
Daughters, leſt ye be deſtroyed in the Iniquity of the Citi 
Lot was {till for delaying, hoping the Fate of thi 
wretched People might be reverſed. But in vain; i 
ſtead of ten righteous Perſons that Abraham capity 
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lated for, but four, and they of Lot's Family, (inclui 
ing himſelf,) were thought worthy to eſcape the drea 
ful Judgment deſign'd for this Place. The Ange 
therefore ſeeing Lot's Lingring, took him, his Wi 
and Daughters, by Force, and brought them out. 
the City, bidding them haſten for their Lives, an 


charging them not to look behind them, nor mal 
any Stop in the Plain but to eſcape to the Mountain, le 
they ſhared in the common Fate. Lot looking forwan 
and ſeeing the Mountain was far diſtant, intreated th 
Angels that he might be excuſed from flying ot 
and be permitted only to go to a little City 
which was then called * Bela. They granted his N 
queſt, and that City being faved for his Sake, hew 
commanded to haſten thither; for, ſaid the Ange, 
b will not do any Thing towards the Deſtruction 
Sodom and the other Cities till thou be ſecured. 


2 Bela, This Bela was the Seat of one 
of thoſe five Kings, who fought the firſt 
Battle with the four Kings, and were bea- 
ten in the Vale of Siadim, Gen, xiv. 2. 

b Will not, Tranſlators often give Oc- 
caſion, eſpecially to the Unlearned, for 
whom they are chiefly deſign'd, to ima- 
gine that Jeſus had not Power enough 
ro work Miracles in Nazareth, Mark 
vi. 5. John x11. 39, Oc. and here in this 
Text, (not to mention many others, 
where tis ſaid, That God could not do any 
Thing te Sodom till Lot had left it. Tho? 
Commentators and Preachers have not 
fail'd ro obſerve that his Expreſſion does 
not always denote an abſolute Impoſſibi- 


hard b 


lity to do any Thing, but only a De 
or Will not to do it, or a Repug" 
to the doing of it. But yet it is cen 
that Chriſt, if he had pleaſed, could) 
wrought Miracles in Nazareth, and 
God too could have deſtroyed Seam 
dependently of Lot: And all this In 
tency is to be attributed to the Wan 
Will, And therefore ſince People v 
apt to take theſe Places literally, 1 
proper they ſhould be render'd Thy 

not, and not They conld not; the i 
which is an ambiguous Expreſſion 
naturally gives us an Idea which 10 
trary to the Deſign of the ſacred Wi 
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F The Injunction laid on Lot, his Wife, and Daugh- 
ters, upon their Eſcape was, That they ſhould 
not look behind them, nor tarry in the Plain, but 


Yet before Lot could reach 


the little City of Bela, which was afterwards called 
Zoar, his Wife, either forgetting what the Angel had 
aid, or out of Love to the Place of her Habitation, 
looked back, and became a Pillar of < Metallick Salt, 
2 laſting Monument of God's Vengeance on obſtinate 
and unbelieving Offenders. 

| Lot's Wife being thus made a dreadful Example of 
Fondneſs to what God had forbidden, he with his 
Daughters proceeds in his Flight to Zoar, where he ar- 
wed by Sun-riſe. And now being out of Danger, 


od prepares his Judgments againſt Sodom and Gomor- 


h, and the reſt of the 


ſinful Cities of the Plain: 


The angry Heavens pour down Showers of A 85 Fire, 


hich in an Inſtant devour'd thoſe guilty 


/ retches. 


Lot ſeeing that other Cities of the Plain beſides Sodom 


vere deſtroyed, thinking 


himſelf not ſafe in Zoar, 


thdrew to the Mountains to which he was firſt direct- 
ch and there dwelt ina Cave with his two Daughters; 
here the greateſt of Miſchiets befel him, no leſs than 
at of Inceſt; for his two Daughters having loſt their 
ſpouſed Husbands in Sodom, and deſpairing of ever 


Salt. All the Verſions ſay that Lor's 
ifebecamea Pillar of Salt, Gen. xix. 26. 
0d, as Foſephns aſſures us that it was to 
ſeen in his Time, and that ſeveral mo- 
1Travellers relate that it is ſtill to be 
between Mount Engaddi and the 
4d ſea. Interpreters do obſerve that 
muſt not take the Salt here mention- 
for common Salt, but for a Metallick 
t which was hewn out of the Rock 
e Marble, and was made uſe of to build 
uſes, according to the Teſtimony of 
el famous Authors. Bur ſince by the 
dd Salt we always underftand com- 
MN Salt, which Water ſoon diſſolves, 
could not continue ſo long, being 
Poſed to Wind and Rain, the Word 
allick ſhould have been joined with 

in the Verſion, to take away the 


Ambiguity. This made Vatablu and Bo- 
dinus take this Expreſſion in a metapho- 
rical Senſe, as a firm or ſure Covenant 
is call'd a Covenant of Salt, Namb, xvili. 19. 
2 Chron. xiii. 5. And this Senſe ſhould 
be expreſſed in a Tranſlation; to give no 
Advantage to Atheiſts and Libertines, 

4 Lot, God's Favour in preſerving 
Lot was very great; But yer it is not 
altogether to be imputed to Lot's Virtue; 
for we muſt conſider that Lot was ver 
near of Kin to Abraham, and very muc 
eſteemed by him, and no Doubt Lot 
fared the better for Abraham's Sake ; 
for it is ſaid, Gen, xix. 29. When God 
deſtroyed the Cities of the Plain, he remem- 
ber'd Abraham, and ſent Lot ont of the 
Midft of the Deſtrufion, &c. | 
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48 A Compleat Flory Book 
having any others, (for they thought all Mankind we 
deſtroyed in the late Conflagration, but their Fathq 
and themſelves,) plotted together to _— their ii 
nocent Father, under the Pretence of preſerving th 
Race of Mankind. They had lived in Sodom, and 
*tis to be fear'd, had learned too much of the Licenſ 
tiouſneſs of the Place. However they might be inf 
ſtigated, it's certain they had a very unnatural Deſi 
upon their Father; and conſidering his great V irtu 
they knew they could not perſuade him to commit 
great a Wickedneſs ſo long as he retained his Reaſo 
therefore they intend by an intoxicating Draught i 
deprive him of his Senſe, though not of his natur 
Strength. The eldeſt Daughter being the molt toiec: 
ward in this wicked Contrivance, having repreſents 
to her Siſter the Condition they were in, propoſedth 
Expedient to her, which was to make their Fathe 
drunk with Wine, and then to he with him. Th 

ounger as readily imbraced what the elder as wicket : 
a ropoſcd: And accordingly having ſufficiently 
pified the old Man with Wine, and put him to Bc 
the eldeſt went to Bed to him; and having obtain 
her End of him, ſhe roſe again, he not perceivin 
when ſne lay down, or when ſhe roſe. The next Nigi 
the younger Daughter takes her Turn, and both luWſtor 
ed alike in their vile and abominable Project; "Weay: 
they both were with Child by their Father, and i 
each of them a Son from that inceſtuous Congri 
Thus was Lot, though the unwitting Inftrument ( 
their Generation, both a Fathen and Grandfather ! 
his Daughters Children; but, as if he abhorr'd 
inceſtuous Breed, we do not find that he took ſo mui 
Notice of them as to give them a Name; for theM 
thers named them, the elder calling her Son A 
and the younger her Son Ben- ammi; both milcil 
vous Enemies in After- times to Iſuael, eſpecially l 
Moabites. Thus much of Lot, of whom facred il 
tory gives us no further Account. 5 
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King, The King of Gerar's Title 
Abimelech, as that of the Kings of 
r was Pharaoh, and that of the Ro- 
u Emperors Ceſar. 

Keep, Sarah was now ninety Years 
when Abimelech took her into his Fa- 
„ whence it may ſeem very ſtrange 
t 1Womanof her Age ſhould bear her 
Is ſo well, as to be deſired by a King, 
in thoſe Times might command the 
& youthful Beauties in his Domini- 
+ But, according to Interpreters and 
anentators, People of ninety in thoſe 


acl Vo“. I. 
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er : Return we now to Abraham, who abode in Mamre 
till he had ſeen the Deſtruction of Sodom and Gomor- 
ah; ſoon after which he removed more Southward, 
Band fix'd in Gerar, the chief City 


of the Philiſtines. 


Here again the ſame Apprehenſion poſſeſſed him about 

Farah his Wife, as before, and therefore he had Re- 

in Fourſe to his former Policy, and by Agreement he was 
Jo call her Siſter, and ſhe him Brother. 

f Gerar ſuppoſing Sarah to be no other than Abra- 
am's Siſter, cauſed her to be taken from him, intend- 
g to f keep her for himſelf. But God appeared to 
at Prince in a Dream, and told him he ſhould be 
uniſhed with Death for the Woman he had taken, 
ecauſe ſhe had an Husband. Abimelech excuſed him- 
lt, alledging that Sarah and Abraham had given out 
ey were Brother and Siſter. 
am, he reproves him ſmartly; demanding why he 
poſed ſo on him, who never offer'd any Ill to him, 
ut rather did him all the kind Offices of a Friend? 
ſhraham's Excuſe was that he did it to ſave his Life, 
ough at the fame Time he told him no Lie in ſay- 
Ig ſhe was his Siſter, for ſhe was the Daughter of his 
ather, but not of his Mother. 
oniſhed by God is eaſily reconcil'd ; for he not only 
ſtored Abraham his Wife with a Royal Preſent, and 
aye to dwell in what Part of the Country he liked 
ſt, but paid an extraordinary Compliment to Sarah 
theſe Words, . Behold I have given to thy Brother 


The © King 


And calling tor Abra- 


Abimelech thus ad- 


Days were as freſh and vigorous as thoſe 
of forty now. But beſides, Sarah might 
probably retain her Beauty upon the Ac- 
count of her Sterility ; whereas frequent 
Child-bearing, giving Suck, Cc. very 
much impair the natural Strength and 
Beauty of Women. Others, as Procop. 
are of Opinion that God having taken 
off Sarah's Barrenneſs, her Beauty return'd 
with her Fruitfulneſs: For by this Time 
it may be ſuppoſed that Sarah had con- 
ceived that promiſed Seed which was co 
be Abraham's Heir, 


8 
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cc 4 * thouſand Pieces of Silver, which is to thee: 
« Covering of the Eyes to all that are with thee, an 
ce to all others, for thou art fully s juſtified.“ Then 
upon Abraham's Prayer, God took off from Abim. 
lech that Diſability by which he had reſtrained hin 
from Sarah; and alſo reſtored to his Wife and Wo 
men their former Fertility, which on that Occaſion 


he had before ſtopp'd. 


And now the Time app 
ives a miraculous Inſtance of his Power and Jultice 
in bleſſing Abraham with a Son, whole Birth was won 
derful conſidering the Age of his Parents. But hi 
Juſtice exacted the Performance of his Promiſe, wh, 
cannot be unjuſt. Sarah is delivered of a Son, which 
Abraham according to former Direction called h 1/aa, 
and circumciſed him when he was eight Days old 
Who can expreſs the Joy of this ancient Pair? Wh 
will diſtruſt God's Promiſes? Now might Sarah laug 
with Comfort, and not in Diſtruſt as ſhe did before. 


* Thonſand &>c. By Pieces of Silver 
here are meant the Common or Civil She- 
kels, which are but half the Value of the 
Shekels of the Sanctuary. Therefore the 
tnouſand Sheke/s which Alimelech gave to 
Abraham amounted to about Fifty ſeven 
Ponnds ſeven Pence Half penny Engliſh. 

8 Faſiified, Our Tranſlators have com- 
mitred a double Miſtake in rendring that 
which Abimelech ſays to Sarah,Gen, xx. 16. 
Be hold I have given thy Brother a thouſand 
Pieces of Silver: Behold he is to thee a Co- 
vering of the Eyes to all that are with 
thee, and with all others, Thus was ſhe 
reproved. For, Firſt, The Word which 
chey render reproved never has that Mean- 
ing, but ſignifies to ſearch or inquire into 
@ Thing till it is cleared, and put out of 
Doubr. Secondly, There was no need 
then for a Reproof; for Abraham bad 
already fully juſtified Sarah, v. 12, and 
Abimelech had accepted of his Defence, 
Third!y, Abimelech was fo far from irri- 
rating Abraham or Sarah by Reproaches, 
that on the contrary he endeavour'd to 
win their Friendſhip by a very conſider- 
able Preſent : Nay before Abimelech was 
farisfied, his Reproaches to Abraham were 
rather obliging Remonſtrances than bit- 


ointed being come, Gol 


riginal ſays this of the thouſand Pieceit 


him Sarah his Wife, giving him li 
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x Var 
fal 
pro 
De. 


ter Invectives, v. 9, 10. He thereſe 
declares that Sarah was fully juſtified 
the Septzagint and Chaldee Paraphru 
have render'd it, 

But there is another Miſtake in tit 
Tranſlation of this Text; for it 180 
Abraham that it ſays, He was 4 G6 
ing to the Eyes of Sarah; whereas the h 


Silver, which were a publick Teſtima 
that ..-b:me/ech render*d to her Virtue, 
the Veils of the Hebrew Women were 
Symbols of their Modeſty, whereas! 
Harlots went open fac'd. So that 
Preſent rather regarded Sarah than AV 
ham, to whom that Prince had altea 
given Sheep and Oxen, and Men- 
vants and Women-Servants, and reſto 


wiſe an Offer of ſettling in any Plat 
his Country. Abimelech's Deſign thei! 
this Liberality was to juſtify Sarah's? 
tue to them who belonged to her, and 
all others, it being then uſual to give* 
ſents to confirm the Truth of any TV 
that might be called in Doubt, 25 3 
be ſeen, Gen. xxi. 30. 

i Tſaar, Which fignifies Langlie. 


1! 
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The Birth of //aac, as it was Matter of great Joy to 
u araß, was, no Doubt, a great Diſappointment to Ha- 
gar, who, from her Miſtreſs's great Age, might natu- 
1 ally conclude ſhe would have no Child, and therefore 
nu promiſed her ſelf the Satisfaction that her Son ſhould 


Town up a little, his watchful Mother catch'd Iſhmael 
mocking him. Sarah could by no Means bear to 
ave her Son derided by the Son of a Bond-woman, 
herefore ſhe was very importunate with Abraham to 
rm both Mother and Son out of Doors, hinting to 
im that her Son was to be the Heir of the Covenant, 
ot the Slave's Son. This put Abraham upon a ve 

ificult Dilemma: He was fond of Iſbmael, * 
fant Familiarity had very much engag'd him to the 
hild. But God, who always had a great Regard to 
braham”s Quiet and Good, frog made it eaſy to him; 
ding him not to be ſolicitous about the Bond-wo- 
an and her Son, but to mind what his Wife adviſed 
m to, confirming what ſhe ſaid, That //aac was to 
his Heir; aſſuring him at the ſame Time, that be- 
ule Jſmael was his Son he would make him conſi- 
table in the World. | 
Once -more Hagar turns Wanderer, but by Com- 
ion: The Almighty will have it ſo, and Abraham 
obey. His Fondneſs for /ſhmaet muſt give Way 
God's Promiſes, which were his ou Comfort at 
bad Separation. All her Equipment of Proviſion was 
y ſome Bread, and a Bottle of Water, with which 
ſets out, wandering in the Wilderneſs of Beerſhebs 


are oking. It is reaſonable roſuppoſe ſhe was to be caſt out as well as he; which, 
5 ol this Mocking might be upon the it's probable, would not have been, if ſhe 
85 ut of che Heirſhip, Iſhnael ſcorning had not been faulty. This may reaſon- 
** dis Tang fer, fo much bis Inferior ably be ſuppoſed from her former Peport- 
7 


ar, ſhould take the Inheritance from ment upon her conceiving Iſhmael, when 

d ſo upon this derided him: And ſhe carried her ſelf very haughrily to her 

Hagar, Iſhmael's Mother, did counte - Miſtreſs, 

| dim, if not tutor him to it. For : 
E z till 
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till her Water was ſpent, and in vain ſearching for 
Supply in that parched Country, ſhe in Deſpair lay 
the Child, fainting with Thirſt, at the Foot of a Tres 
her {elf retiring a little Diſtance from him, that ſhe 
might not ſee him die. In vain his feeble Tongue call, 
on his mourning Mother, who can only anſwer hin 
with Tears; he cries, ſhe weeps, and in an alternate 


melancholy Harmony they echo their fad Diſtreſs to; 


one another. But the boundleſs Pity, which alone cal” 
help when all human Means fail, bids the weepingM. 
Mother dry up her Tears, and fear no more; for ht 
had heard their Prayers, and would make the Chil 
the Father of a mighty People. Then Hagar look 
ing about her found a Well of Water, and ſhe gag 
the Child Drink, which refreſhed him, God atter 
wards providing for him. And here they both tok 
up their Abode in the Wilderneſs of Paran, when 
1ſhmael became an expert Archer, by which Imploy 
ment it is probable he got Proviſions to ſuſtain his Mc 
ther and himſelf. And when he was grown to Mai 
Eſtate, his Mother, being her ſelf an Egyptian, too 
him a Wife out of the Land of Egypt. 
Abrabam being ſo kindly treated by Abimelech, ani 
invited to dwell in his Country, accepts his Offer; an 
Abimelech ſeeing how viſible God bleſſed Abraham! 
all his Undertakings, and that he grew very powert 
he takes Phicol, the General of his Forces, and mad 
a League with him, fearing leſt, as Abraham bec 
more powerful, he might attempt ſomething in Pre 
dice of him, or his Succeſſors in the Governme 
This Leaguc thus made, and confirmed by an * Ot 
between them, and a little Difference compoſed abo 
a Well of Water which Abraham had digged, * 
 Abimelech's Servants without their Maſter's Knowled 
had forcibly ſcized, but was now upon Abraham's Coll 


* Oath. This being the firſt Mention may be obſerv'd that Swearing vi! 
we have in Story of an Oath or Swear- troduced by an Heathen, : 
ing from the Creation to that Time, it | 


ph 


IX 
(ES 
of 
IF 
] ; Book | 
4 5 
ne 


1 
ay: 


ee * 


Ji 


5 


7 
) 


al: 
: 
late 
S 00 
Call | 
10 
r ht 
hill 
50k 
gar 
ter 
tOOK 
rhent 
ploj 
ö 


on. Iſhmael, once the 


his was a ſevere Tri 


Grove, The Criticks generally agree 
the uſe of Groves, as either for Re · 
nent, or Places of Worſhip; but 
ud makes the moſt uſeful Obſervari- 
In this Text of any, p. 30. By this, 
te, we may ſee how apt the Cuſtoms 
de Places we live in, and of the Peo- 


il upon even good Men: By an Hea- 
King, Abraham was juſt beforedrawn 


IV plants a Grove to perform his De- 
is in. For that it was the Cuſtom of 
athen to plant Groves, and therein 
up their Idols and Altars, will ap- 
dom the Command afterwards given 
alto deſtroy their Altars, break down 
Images and cut down their Groves, 
Nxiv. 13. and to burn their Groves 
Fire, Deſt, xii. 3. And they were 


| 


| him was that of — 


ve converſe with, are to ſteal and 


er; and from the Heathen's Practice 
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plaint reſtored, Abrabam made a Preſent to Abimeloch 
pf ſome Sheep and Oxen, who with his General Phi- 
VB! took Leave, and return'd. But Abraham intend- 
u g to ſettle for ſome Time in that Country, planted 
a | Grove in Beerſheba, and there called on the Name 

bf the Lord, the everlaſting God. 
N Amongſt all the Circumſtances and Trials of Abra- 
ſam's Faith and Obedience, the greateſt that ever be- 
commanded to ſacrifice his 
elight of his Heart, and Joy 
f his declining Age, is now no more to him, being 
bliged by the divine Mandate to baniſh him his Pre- 
ncez and now IJſaac, the Son of his Joy, whom he 
dearly loved, who had been conceived beyond the 
ourſe of Nature, and in whom God had promiſed - 
at all the Nations of the Earth ſhonld be bleſſed, 
uſt bleed by the Appointment of the Almighty. 
4 to human Nature: But God's 
ommand made it eaſy. Abraham neither diſputes nor 
lays; but early in the Morning ſet forward on his 
urney, accompanied only with his Son Jſaac, and 
ended with two Servants, who led an Aſs that car- 
d the Wood, and other Inſtruments for the Sacri- 
e, as well as Proviſions for themſelves, having three 
ys Journey to go, as far as the Land of ® Moriah. 


forbidden to plant any themſelyes to per- 


form their Devotions in, Deut. xvi. 21. 
And when the Kings of Iſrael departed 
from God, they ſet up Groves; and it 
was one of Ahab's provoking Sins that 
he made a Grove, 1 Kings xvi. 33. But 
though Abraham herein followed the 
Cuſtom of the Philiſtines, among whom 
he lived, yer the Obje& of his Worſhip 
was the true God, Fehovah the Everlaſt» 
ing God. 

m Moriah. That is, The Fear of the 
Lord, This was the Place where Jeraſa- 
lem after ſtood : For Mount Moriah, 
where Abraham was to offer his Son, is 
by ſome thought to be Mount Sien, on 
which Solomon built the Temple, where 
God commanded the Offerings to be 
made, 2 Chron, iii. v. 1. 
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54 A Compleat Hiflory Book 
On the third Day they came within Sight of the Place; 4 
when Abraham order'd his Servants to ® ſtop, tellin 
them he and his Son would go and worſhip, and come 
to them again. The innocent Child, ignorant of whaÞ? 
his pious Father intended to do with him, goes off 
chearfully ; and the faithful Partriarch, having by the 
Strength of his Dependance on God's Promiſes over 
come thoſe Pangs of natural Affection, which other 
wiſe might have made him heſitate in the Performance 
of this bloody Act, went on with a Reſolution an 
ſwerable to his Faith and Obedience. Thus they wall. 
ed together; but 1/aac, who ſaw the Wood and In 
ſtruments provided for the Sacrifice, and no Lamb fo 
a Burnt-offering, innocently asked his Father when 
he would have a Lamb? To which the Father pro 
phetically replied, M5 Son, God will provide hin 1 0 
Lamb for a Burnt-offering. Abraham, being come to 
the Place God had told him of, builds an Altar, an 
having laid the Wood in Order, bound his Son Laas 
and laid him upon the Wood on the Altar. Iſaac be 
ing at that Time at leaſt three and thirty Years of Ag 
(tho! he was then called Lad and Child,) was capabk 
of making Reſiſtance but whether being by his Fr 
ther made acquainted with God's Command, or being 
naturally ſubje&t and obedient to his Parents, he quit 
ly ſubmitred, yielding implicitly to whatſoever | 
Father would do with him. | 
All Things being thus prepared, Abraham ſtretch 
out his Hand with the Knife in it to give the fat 
Stroak ; when Heaven regarding the Father's Piet 
and the Son's Obedience, timely interpoſes, and, wi 
a Reduplication of his Name, charges him not to hu 


n Stop. Probably to prevent any Di- 
Aurbance the Servants by their Tender- 
neſs might give him, if they ſhould ſee 
him go to ſacrifice his Son. 


Dependance. From what the Apoſtle. 


fays, Heb. xi, 19, may be gather'd, that 
Abtaham had ſo ſteady a Faith in God's 
Omni potence, that though he neither 


knew nor expected any other but i 
Tſaac ſhould . — aut been ſacrifices 
yet he believed that God, who hat 
miraculouſly given him, and promiſed! 
make him a. Father of many Nati 
would, to make his Promiſe good, t 


ſtore him to Life again. 
thi 


ENESIs CHAP. XXIL | 
Abraham 1s forbidden to {lay Iſaac : 
= | 


tm c. 
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GENESIS 22. Verſe u. 
And the angel of the LORD called unto 


hum our-of heaven, and. faid, Abraham, 


Abrabam And he Jail, Here a L. 54. 
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Book I. of zhe Holy Bible. 55 
the Child, adding this divine Applauſe of his Faith, 
Now 1 know that thou feareſt God, ſecing thou haſt not 
-with-held thy Son, thine only Son, from me. Abraham, 
not a little ſurpriz'd at the Voice, turns about to ſee 
whence it came, and ſpies a Ram caught in a Thicket 
by the Horns, which he immediately took and offer'd 
up for a Burnt-offering inſtead of his Son: A happy 
Exchange! Upon this compleat Obedience of 4bra- 
hams, it pleaſed the Lord to renew his Promiſe to him 
with great Amplifieations, and confirm it to him by 
Oath. Whereupon Abraham returning with his Son 
adac to his Servants, they joyfully go together to Beer- 
ba, at that Time the Place of Abraham's Reſidence 
here he is no ſooner arrived, but he is welcom'd 
home with the happy News of the Increaſe of his 


nade him the glad Father of eight Children, among 
Which was Bethuel, the Father of Rebecca, who was 
fterwards Wife to 1/aac. h 
It's not certainly known how long Abraham abode 
t Beerſheba ; but the next Place where we hear of him 
as at Kiriah-arba, afterwards called Hebron, in the 
ountry of Canaan; where he buried his Wite Sarah 
the hundred and twenty ſeventh Year of her Age. 
or whom having obſerved the uſual Ceremonies of 
lourning, he addreſſed himſelf to the P Hittites, de- 
ng a Burying-Place for his Dead. They, not under 
nding his Meaning, with great Coarſeneſs anſwer'd, 
je might bury in what Sepulchre he pleaſed. But 
is would not do Abraham's 4 Buſineſs : For he pro- 
ſed to buy a Piece of Ground for a ſeparate Sepul- 


from Heth, the Son of Canaan, and therefore it was not lawful for him to 
don of curſed Ham, Gen. x. 6, 16. mix with any of the other Nations 
did then poſſeſs that Country. which .did not worſhip the true God. 
Buſineſs, Abraham knew the Lord As therefore heafterwards took eſpecial 
alled him forth from among his Idola- Care that his Son Iſaac might not mar- 
* Kindred, and from his Father's ry with any of the Daughters of the 
ue, Gen, X11. 1. and given him the Co- Canaanites; fo now he was wary not to 
at of Circumciſion, Ch. xvii. 9, 10, &. bury his Dead promiſcuouſly among 
ty he had diftingsiſh'd him and his theirs, | 


amily; for Milcab, his Brother Nahor's Wife, had 


 Hittites, The Hittites were deſcend- Seed from all other People: And that 
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Price; who ſeeing him preſſing, told him, fince he 
would purchaſe it, the Ground was worth * four hu bef 


Ppbhron in the Preſence of the People, and the Field waz 


Therefore calling his eldeſt Servant to him, whows 


putation the four hundredShekels amoun- or put in the Balance. 


chre for himſelf and Family; and therefore deſired then C 
to intreat Ephron, the Prince of the Country, to ſell hin th 
the Cave of Macpelah, offering to give the full Worth 
of it. Ephron being a generous Prince, tho' a Her WI 
then, offered Abraham not only the Cave, but the 
whole Field alſo, that he might bury his dead without 
Delay. But Abraham, not willing to bring himſel 
under ſo great an Obligation, or be at an Uncertaim 
ty about the Piece of Ground, urged Ephron to fix 


dred Shekels of Silver, which being ſo incon{1derablÞ 
a Trifle between Men of Rank and Condition, he de-ne 
fired he would make no Words about it, but accept 
it, and bury his Dead without any more to do. Abri. 
ham having got the Price, never offers to beat it down, 
but immediately paid the Money by { Weight to . 


according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times and Place, 
formally conveyed and made ſure to Abraham, and to 
his Heirs for ever: And till then did not Abraban 
bury his Wite there. 

Abraham, being at this Time near an hundred and 
forty Years old, was deſirous to ſee his Son //aac mar 
ried and ſettled in the World before himſelf died. 


his chief Steward, he laid a ſtrict Charge upon hm 
that he would not take a Wife for his Son of the 
Daughters of the Canaanites; but obliged him to go 
into his own (meaning Abraham's) Country, and bring © 
a Wife from thence of his own Kindred. And t 
ingage his Steward to a punctual Performance of Il... 


r Four, cc. Suppofingthe Shekel here ted to five and; twenty Pounds Sterliry 
mentioned to be the common Shekel, (as f Weiglu. In thoſe early Ages of i 
being uſed before the Law, and in a World, as they had Money in Bullion ul 
Civil nor Sacred Caſe,) jr was worth of ſtamp'd, fo ir rale by Weight, rat 
our Engliſh Money one Shilling and three than by Tale; and a Shekel had its Nan 
Pence, or very near it.) After whichCom- from Shakah, which fignifies to 1c 


(Charge 


Charge, he made him take a ſolemn Oath of Fidelity, 
the e whereof was then performed by the 
Servant's putting his Hand under his Maſter's T figh - 
which with ſome Conditions and neceſlary Cautions 
he did. After which, receiving his Maſter's Inftryc- 
tions, he ſet out with a Retinue of Servants and Camels 
Yuitable to his Maſter's 1 and Eſtate, and the 
Buſineſs he went about. No Doubt it was one great 
art of the Steward's Charge to go firſt to Haran in 
Meſopotamia, his Brother Nahor”s City, becauſe he heard 
before that Milcah his Wife's Siſter, who was married 
to his Brother Nahor, had born him ſeveral Children, 
ne of which, named Bezhyel, had a Daughter, named 
Rebecca. | 
| Eliezer, for that was the Steward's Name, arriving 
ne Evening at Haran, cauſed his Camels to reſt them- 
. uves by a Well of Water without the City: About 
was hich Time it was uſual for the Women to come out 
ces the City to draw Water at that Well. Elezer, 
d uf ho had been religiouſly brought up, and inſtructed 
his Maſter Abraham in the Fear of God, knowing 
{ how great Concern the Buſineſs he went about was, 
ad his Mind continually on God, begging his Direc- 
on and Succeſs in this weighty Affair; and fearin 
ſt in a Matter of fo great Moment he ſhould miſtake 
ge Perſon, he humbly beſought the Lord to direct 


| 


I 


| and 


mar- 
died 
) * 


hin by a Sign, that he might make a right Choice 
F ther his young Maſter. The Sign he deſired was, That 


to ge 
brine 
nd t 
of hit 


) who at his Requeſt did let him drink of her Pitcher, 
d offer to give his Camels drink alſo, ſhould be the 
ron whom the Lord had appointed for his Servant, 


"Thigh, Among the various Ways of whereof they bore about that Part of their 
mn, ſometimes he that took the Body: Others more probably think it to 


Sterling” 4 put bis Hand ander the other's be a myſterions Siynification of Chriſt the 
es of which adminiſter'd it: As the Caſe promiſed Seed, who was to come out of 
1J0n u between Abraham and his Steward, Abraham's Loins or Thigh, Gen. xlvi. 6. 
he, rather iv. 2. and afterwards between which is a modeſt Expreſſion of the 


its Nam 


Jacob and his Son Foſeph, Gen. ſacred Hiſtorian; for ſays one, per femur 
to vel 


2, Which Ceremony ſome inter- ſive coxam, partes etiam genitales qua in 
o bear a Token of Sabjection; others femor ſunt, tacite intelligamtur. 
| Viftery of Circunciſion, the Sign 
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Damſel well, and ſeeing her. exceeding beautiful, wit 


_ The following Age Jacob found his Cou- for the Cattle. 
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Jſaac. The honeſt Man's Requeſt is no ſooner mad 
than heard; for he prefently [pics BethuePs DaughtF 

itcher upon her Shou 
der to "fetch Water. After ſhe had filled her Pitch 


comeout of the City with her 
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at the Well, and was coming away, Eliezer went i 


her, and deſired a Draught of her Water. She court: 
ouſly conſented, and not only for himſelf, but for hi 
Camels too, if they would drink. Eliezer permitte( 


this, which in good Manners otherwiſe he would no 


have done, but only to be convinced of the Sign ht 


had deſired. | 
After the Camels had drank, Elezer viewing th: 


abundance of Joy preſents her with a Pair of golde 
Ear-Rings, and a Pair of Bracclets for her Hand; 
asking her at the ſame Time whoſe Daughter {h 
was, and whether there were Room in her Father; 
Houſe for him and his Company to lodge that Night 
She, to his great Aſtoniſhment, tells him ſhe . 
the Daughter of Bethuel, the Son of Nahor by Mi 
cab; aſſuring him at the ſame Time, that they h 
both Room and Accommodations for him and | 
Camels. TE: 

- Eliezer was ſtill more and more ſurpriz'd with thek 
Crowds of Joy ſucceeding each other; inſomuch thi 
being deeply affected with a Senſe of God's Goodne 
in guiding him fo directly to the Houle of his Maſter 
Brethren, he bowed down his Head in humble 4 
knowledgment, and worſhipped the Lord, ſaying 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of my Maſter Abraham, 
hath not withdrawn his Mercy and Truth from him. Ti 
Damſel leaves Eliezer in this Rapture, and ran Hon 
to acquaint her Friends with what had happen'd, b 

1 Fetch. Great vras the Simplicity Father Laban's Sheep; and ſome Ag 
and Humility of thoſe early Ages, when after that the ſeven Daughters of Jet! 
Perſons of the beſt Rank, and of the fe- who was a Prince as well as 2 Priel 


male Sex too, did not diſdain to be im- Midian, kept their Father's Flocks, 
ployed in ſuch ſervile Offices. Thus in uſed to draw Water, and fill che Troy 
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55 
bon returned with her Brother Laban, who could 
got but expect ſomething extraordinary from the Brace- 
&ts on his Siſter's Hands, and from the Account ſhe 
Svc him of the Man that preſented them to her. 
Laban haſted to the Well, and ſaluting the Man in 
the Stile of » Thou Bleſſed of the Lord, invited him 
In, telling him there was Preparation made for him 
nd his Camels. The Man thereupon went in; and 
philſt they were preparing an Entertainment for him 
nd his Company, he declared he would not take an 
kcfreſhment till he had told the Errand he was ſent on 
d having delivered his Credentials by telling to whom 
c belonged, he gave a general Account of his Maſter's 
ſtate, and then goes on with his Buſineſs. © Sarah 
my Maſter's Wife, /ays he, bare him a Son when ſhe 
was old, unto whom he hath given all that he hath. 
And my Maſter being old made me ſwear that I 
ſhould not take a Wife for his Son of the Daugh- 


ters of the Canaanites, but that I ſhould go to his 


Father's Houſe, and to his Kindred, to take a Wife 
tor his Son.” Then he gave them an Account of 
$ whole Journey, the Manner of his Meeting with 
becca, and how fignally the Hand of divine Provi- 
nce had appeared in directing him thither; conclud- 
g thus, And now if ye will deal kindly and truly 
with my Maſter, tell me; * if not, that I may turn 
to the Right-Hand, or to the Left. 
Laban, who took upon him to 2 Eliezer an 
wer, entertain'd a right Apprehenſion of the Mat- 
at firſt, declaring it was God's doing; There - 


Tron, &c. This was theuſual Form Y Laban, It is to be ſuppoſed that 
autation in thoſe Times to ſuch as Bethne!, Rebecca's Father, either was ſu- 
re to ſhew more than ordi- perannuated, or labour'd under ſome 
| Relpe& to. bodily Infirmity, which render'd him 
If net, c. Meaning that they ſhould leſs capable of managing the Affairs of 
told him in Suſpenſe, but let him his Family, otherwiſe we can ſcarce ſup- 
their Minds whether they would poſe his Son Laban would have taken ſo 
W Rebecca on his Maſter's Son, or much upon him in his Father's Houſe, 
{ar if not, he might ſeek out elſe- . 
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&« it. Here is Rebecca before thee; if the conlen; 
c“ take her, and let her be thy Maſter's Son's Wife. 
Eliezer having her Conſent, makes his Acknow-ſ 
ledgment in a Return of Thanks to the Lord; ani 
making his Preſents to her, her Mother and Brother 
they went to Supper. Next Morning he deſires then ii 
to Lifpatch him back to his Maſter, being impatient to 
carry theſe joyful Tidings. The Brother and Mother 
being loth to part with Rebecca ſo ſoon, would hav 
her rarry a little longer; but Eliezer, like a diligent i 
well as faithful Servant, was for haſtening Home with 
her, which, with Rebecca's Conſent, he did. Accord. 
ingly ſhe prepares for her Journey, being attended witi 


her Nurſe Deborah and Maid-Servants, and parted with 
her Relations with this Bleſſing, «© That ſhe might 
be fruitful, and that her Offspring might have Do- 
“ minion over their Enemies. 

Whilſt the faithful Servant was conveying his fat 
Charge to his Maſter's Houſe, Providence had fo or: 
der'd it, that Iſaac walking out in the Evening, 
meditate on the Goodneſs of the Lord, ſaw his Ser- 
vants and the Camels upon the Road ; whereupon ht 
went forward to meet them. Rebecca ſoon ſpied him 
and asked Eliezer who he was. And being informed 
that it was his Maſter's Son, ſhe alighted, and 2 veil 
her ſelf. Jſaac with great Reſpect received her, an 


* Ozzht. Our Tranſlation fays, Ve 
cannot ſpeak wnto thee either Good or Evil, 
Commentators indeed doobſerve thatthis 
Expreſſion, We cannot, here in Gen, 
XXiV. FO, and in Gen. xix. v. 22. That 
God could not do any Thing to Sodom till 
L. ot had eſcaped, does not always denote 
an abſolute Inabiliry ro do any Thing, 
but only a Deſign or Will not do it, be- 
cauſe it may not be proper or conveni- 
ent; and that all this Impotency is to be 
attributed to the Want of Will. But ſince 
People are apt to rake theſe Places lite- 
rally, they ought to be tranſlated proper- 
ly and clearly, and after ſuch a Manner 


that ſhould leave no Room for Doubt 
and Miſtakes. And therefore when L 
ban anſwered Eliexer, he told him, Ti! 
ought not, or world not, ſay any Thing gu 
or bad to him; that is, they would 00 
oppoſe his Demand of having Reb. 
for Wife to his Maſter's Son: And tht 
was manifeſtly the Effect of their SW 
miſſion to the Will of God, from who 
they did believe this proceeded, and tht 
were perſuaded they were bound took} 

3 YaiPd. According to the Cuſtomo 
thoſe Countries, Feiling was a Token 
Subjeckion, 
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| [ onducted her to his Mother's Tent, which he allot- 
ni ed for her Apartment. Soon after they were mar- 
e. Nied; and Jſaac grew ſo fond of her, that her Charms 


and vhich to that Time had fat heavy on him. 

ct 7/aac being thus happily matched, the good old Pa- 
KnEriarch begins to entertain Thoughts of another Wife; 
t tofnd caſting his Eyes on his Maid ꝰ Kezurah, he took her 
theo his Bed, and the was his concubinary Wite. By her 
wehe had fix Sons; to each of which he gave Portions in 


t Wis Life-time, and ſent them Eaſtward, that they might 


vitiWor ſtand in Competition with //aac for any Part of 
is Eſtate, nor ſettle any where in the Land of Canaan, 
hich his Seed by 7/aac was to inherit. 1 

Jſaac was forty V old when he married, and lived 
renty Years with his beautiful Wife before God bleſ- 
d them with any Iſſue, which at laſt he obtained by 
s importunate Prayers; for Rebecca ſoon after con- 
eved, And when ſhe felt the Children ſtruggling 
ithin her (for ſhe had Twins) it ſomewhat ſtartled 


3, cr, and made her wonder what the Meaning of it 
* light be. Upon which ſhe went to e inquire of the 
n I 


ord, and received for Anſwer, © 'That two Nations 
r Heads of Nations) “ were in her Womb; and 
that two Manner of People ſhould be ſeparated from 
her Bowels : That one of thoſe People ſhould be 
ſtronger than the other, and that the Elder ſhould 
ſerve the younger.” The Time of their Birth be- 
g come, Rebecca is firſt delivered of Eſau, who was 
Ketwrah, The Jewiſh Writers ate Occaſion to ſome to ſuppoſe that he mar- 
fabulous about this Ketarab, ſome ried her in Sarah's Lite-time ; for Con- 
pling her to be the ſame with Ha- cxbine was a Term not uſually given to 
but in all Probability ſhe might be ſuch ſecond Wives as ſucceed others, but 


lis well as Sarah; and if ſhe had to ſuch as in the Life-time of the firſt 
Live, too old to anſwer Abraham's Wife were Partakers of the Marriage- Bed. 


za, which was to have more Chil- Inquire. This in thoſe Times was 
and de. But laying aſide Fables and Whim- uſually done by conſulting ſome Prophet: 
3 itis certain from Gen. xxv. 6. that And her Father-in-Law Abraham being 
Juſtom 


ah was a Servant; for if ſhe bad a Prophet, (for ſo he isexpreſly called by 
ua free Woman, ſhe would not have God humſelf, Gen. xx. 7.) and then liv- 
delled a Concubine. But beſides, the ing, it is moſt porbable ſhe inquired of 
Id Concubine (not only here in Gen. him. | 


6. but alſo in x Chren. i. 32.) gives red 


Jon obliterated his Grief for the Loſs of his Mother, 
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62 A Compleat Hiflory Book 
red and hairy. His Brother Jacob followed him t. 
cloſe, that he took hold of his Heel with his Hani 
The Boys growing up, Eſau delighted altogether ia 
the F rw i | — addicted to Hunting; and becauſe 
furniſhed his Father with Veniſon, a Sort of Food r 
which Iſaac was very fond, therefore he loved him beiin 
But Jacob, who was of a leſs robuſt Diſpoſition, ve 
beloved by his Mother, being more converſant with he; 
and ready at Hand to wait on her. By that Time thel 
Boys were fifteen Years old, their Grandfather 4brahan 
took his Leave of this World, being an hundred ſeveny 
and five Years of Age, and was buried by his two Son 
1hmaeland Iſaac in the Cave of Machpelah, in the Fiel 
which he had purchaſed of the Sons of Heth, and whe 
about forty ow before he buried Sarah his Wife. I © 
As for /ſhmael, Abraham's eldeſt Son, (tho? not hi 
Heir,) he lived many Years after this, till he had attaine 
to an hundred and thirty ſeven. Years. And then leayins 
as was © foretold of him, twelve Sons, who were Hp. 
Princes of Nations, and poſſeſſed of Towns and Caſtle | 
he likewiſe died. And although he had been ſuch ed 
wild Man that his Hand had been againſt every Mug 
and every Man's Hand againſt him, yet he died at laſt ith 
the Preſence of his Brethren, that is, a natural Death wi 
having his Family and Relations about him. buld 
Eſau and Jacob being grown to Man's Eſtate, it hap 
pen d one Day that Eſau, having fatigued himſelf e- 
tremely in the Field, came fainting to Jacob, who 
that very Time had juſt made ſome Pottage of Le 
tils, dic was of a red Colour. Eſau, ſecing the Po au 
tage, and his Spirits being very much waſted with Hu H 
ger, deſired his Brother to let him eat with him, tc 
ing him, the more to move him, that he was de 
faint. Jacob, though called a 8 plain or innocent M. 
knew how to take Advantage of his Brother's NecMer.,. 


d Foretold. See Gen. xvii. 20. like our Vetches, or coarſeſt Sort of f 

© Hand, c. See Gen, xvi. 12. 8 Plain, See Gen. xxv. 7. 

f Lentils, A Kind of Pulſe, ſomewhat ( 
3 | It) 


3 A 
Book Il. of the Holy Bible. 63 
Wy, and therefore to inflame his Deſire the more, which 
Was ſufficiently prompted by his preſent Hunger, and to 
Hake £/az the more fond of the Bargain by Delays, 
Ho poſes to him to ſell his h Birth-right. Eſau through 
reedineſs not conſidering of what Moment and Ad- 
ntage his Birth-right was, and conſulting only his 
eſent Need and Appetite, ſlightly anſwers, . Behold 
Jam ready to die, and what Good ſhall this Birth- 
right dome?” Jacob finding him ſo indifferent, was 
Wot content with his Word, but to make the Bargain 
re, will not part with his Pottage till he had obliged 
ons Brother to confirm the Birth-right to him by an 
ath. Eſau never ſcruples it; and ſo fold his Birth- 
Wht, with all thoſe excellent Privileges that depend- 
» Jon it, for a Meſs of Pottage. This in Eſau is 
led i Deſpiſing his Birth-right. 
Iſaac had hitherto made Beer ſheba his uſual Reſidence, 
his Father Abraham had before him; but a Famine 
ppening in that Part of the Country where he liv- 
he was obliged to remove. Now while he delibe- 
ted whither to go, the Lord appeared to him, and 
aged him not to go down into Eg ypr, but to ſtay 
the Land which he ſhould ſhew him, promiſing to 
with him, and bleſs him; and aſſuring him that he 
buld give all thoſe Countries to him and his Deſcen- 
nts, in Performance of the Oath which he ſwore to 
Father Abraham, and that he would cauſe his Fa- 
to multiply as the Stars of Heaven; and Nations 
the Earth to account themſelves bleſſed therein, 
aſe of the Faith and Obedience of Abraham. 
aac, in Perſuance of the Divine Direction, travels 
the Country of the Philiſtines, and fixes in Gerara. 
here the ſame Temptation attended him that did 


dyth-riohr, Birth-righe, or Right tion allotred to him, Deut. xxi. 17, and 
Mogeniture, had many and great ſucceeded in the Government of the Fa- 
liedes annexed to it. The Firſt-born mily or Kingdom, 2 Chron, xxi. 3. and 
anſecrated to the Lord, Exod.xxii.29, therefore was a Matter of the hi gheſt Re- 
*xtin Honour and Dignity to the gard. | | 

Gen, xlix. 3. had a double Por= ! Deſpiſmg. See Gen, xxv. 34. 
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64 A Compleat Hiſtor) Book 
his Father in the ſame Place; Rebecca his Wife was 
very beautiful Woman, and he fearing the People woul 
kill him that they might enjoy her, when they ask 
him what Relation ſhe had to him, told them ſhe with; 
his Siſter, an Appellation then common amongſt Kin 
dred in almoſt any Degree. {aac had not long con 
tinued unſuſpected; for * Abimelech (or the King) look 
ing out of a Window, ſaw him ſo familiar with N 
becca, as gave him Cauſe to think ſhe was his Wife ro 
and ſending for J/aac he reproved him for impoſin 
upon him, telling him confidently ſhe was his Wit 
Jſaac being thus charg'd could not deny it, but excus| 
himſelf, ſaying, he did it to fave his Life. The Kin 
firſt blamed him for laying ſuch a Snare for him uon 
his People, ſaying, What is this thou haſt done 
C One of the People might have lain with thy Wii $ 
c and thou would baer ht guilt upon us; er 
then gave a ſtrict Charge on Pain of Death to all 
Subjects, that none ſhould offer any Injury to him fry 
his Wife. | | On! 
Iſaac by this Protection being incouraged to t. 
there longer, apply'd himſelf to Husbandry, whertMki; 
he was ſo ſucceſsful, that the Land he ſowed yield hi: 
him a Crop of an Hundred-fold, by which all Gold 
continual Bleſſing upon him, he became ſo wealtiliihe f 
and powerful, that Abimelech's Servants grew jealoſſ co 
and to oblige him to depart the Country, fill'd up ti 
Wells his Parkinr's Servants had digged. Abimil 
himſelf was poſſeſs'dwith the ſame Jealouſy, and then 
fore ſpoke to //aac to withdraw to ſome other Ph ce: 
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becauſe he was om more potent than himſelf. oc 
Tſaac, as well to ſecure himſelf, as make AbimelWrb 


caly, * to the Valley of Gerara, where he cle 
the Wells which Abraham had formerly cauſed to . 
digg d, and the Philiſtines had fill'd up, giving Perf 
the ſame Names they had before. Here befikewif u wht 


k Ahbimelech, It's very probable this melech King of Gerars, with whom 4 
Abjmelech might be the Son of that Abi= ham had formerly made a Coven 
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ged a new Well; but a Quarrel happening between 


the Shepherds of Gerara, and thoſe of Jſaac, the for- 


4 * 


Abuzzath, The Septnagint moſt pro- 
y ſeem to call this Abuxaath the Pa- 
9 or Brideman of Abimelech; for 
Faranymphs were eſteem'd the moſt 
burable among them, as being next 
te Bridegroom, and they that always 
ited them to the nuptial Bed. The 
"mh among the Perſians was af- 
nude the next to the King, and was 
ferſon that always crown'd him. 
a ſuch we may ſuppoſe this Abux· 
"0 haye been to Abimelech, 

Plicel, This was not that Phice! 
med with the former Abimelech in 


. | + 3 i J. 


er affirming that thoſe Wells belonged to them, //aar's 
People quitted it calling that Well Eye, which ſig- 
Wihes Contention. They likewiſe digg'd another Well, 
Which was alſo conteſted for, and 7/aac call'd it Sitnab, 
xr Hatred. Jſaac grown weary of ſuch quarrelſome 
eighbours removed further from them, and then 
Igg'd another Well, about which there was no Con- 
roverly, and therefore he named it Rehobeth, which is 
paciouſneſs; for now ſaid he, the Lord hath given 
Room, and we fhall increaſe upon the Earth. 
{/aac tarried not long here, but went to Beerfheba, 
here the ſame Night he arrived God appeared to him, 
omforting and incouraging him, and renewed his Pro- 
iſe to him, to bleſs him, and multiply his Seed, for 
Is dervant Abraham's fake. Then Iſaac built an Altar 
here, and worſhipped the Lord; and becauſe he in- 
nded to reſide there for ſome Time, he ordered his 
ervants to dig a Well; 
ountries Water was very ſcarce. | 
During //aac's abode here, Abimelech reflecting how 
nkindly he had treated him, and by the ſurly Carriage 
his Servants forced him to remove, and jultly fearing 
aac might reſent it thought it adviſeable for prevent- 
g future Animoſities to make him a Viſit, and try if 
could draw him into a League of Amity : Theretore 
king 1 Abugzath, one of his Friends, and ® Phicol 
General, he went to Iſaac at Beer/ſh:ba. Iſaac, to 


for in thoſe hot and dry 


the Days of Abraham, mentioned Gen. 
xxi. 22. for that was an Hundred Years 
before. It is therefore very probable, 
that as Abimelech was the Name for King 
of the Philiſtines, as Ceſar was for the Ro- 
man Emperors, and Pharaoh for the Kings 
of Eg yor, fo this Word Phicol was the 
common Name of their Generals, not 
Caprain of the King's Guard, ( for that 
was Ahuzzath's the Paranymph's Poſt) as 
the Word implies, which ſignifies the 
Face or Head, as 2 General is of the 
Forces he commands. 
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66 A Compleat Hiſlory Book 
let them know he was ſenſible of the Injuries done hin 
gave them at firſt but a cold Reception; asking rhe 
wherefore they came to {ee him, whom they had ſour 
civilly treated? Abimelech unwilling to revive old Qua 
rels, addreſſes himſelf with much Reſpect and Friend 
ſhip to Iſaac, telling him, that he was convinc'd« 
the particular Regard God had for him, and for th: 
Reaſon dcſir'd to enter into a League of Friendſſi 
with him; aſſuring him, that he was always his Frien 


and wiſh'd him well, concluding with the pleaſin 
Compellation, Thou Bleſſed of the Lord. 


Jſaac finding what they aim'd at, and himſelf benfiffc ; 
of a quiet and peaceable Temper, entertain'd them wi. 
much Reſpect and Liberality ; and the next Morni.. 
they made a League, and confirm'd it by a mutig. 


Oath : After which they took a ſolemn Leave and pa 
ed. Let us now return to Eſau, of whom the lai 
that we have recorded is the {ſelling his Birth-rig 
The next Thing we find of him is his afflicting 
pious Parents with mg Marriages. 

Eſau was now forty Years of Age; never very go 
bur ſince the Slighting of his Birth-right much wor 
tho' he could not be ignorant of the Care his Gran 
father took, that his Father might not marry into 
idolatrous Family ; yet nothing would ſerve his Tu 
but he muſt take two Hlittites, Judith and Baſhen 
to be his Wives; which was no ſmall Grief to his 
rents. And yet natural n Affection ſo prevail'd v 
this good Father, that when he was grown old, and 
Sight gone, he called his Son Eſau to him, and advii 
him to conſider his Age and the Uncertainty of his e 
bid him take his Bow and Quiver, and kill him MHC 


n Affection. Good Tſaac, ſwayed by diſappointed; and therefore being! 


an over-tond Affection to a diſobedient ling to deal hardly with Iſaas Hf t 
and rebellious Son, would have preferr'd mitted him to be impoſed upon the 
the Order of Nature to the divine Will Wife and younger Son, and thereby a 
of God, who had expreſly declar'd, be- to that unw'ittin ly, which to h im. 
fore Eſan and Jacob were born, that the | knowingly would have cauſed gte oh 


Elder ſhould ſerve the Younger. But God eaſineſs to him. 
would not permit his Purpoſe ta be ſo | 


Veni 


. 


Weniſon, and make him a ſavoury Diſh, that he might 
rat thereof, and give him the Bleſſing appendant to his 
Birth-right before he died. Kebecca overheard what 
nd paſsd between her Husband and her Son hau; 
vherefore as ſoon as Eſau was gone to hunting ſhe call'd 
der Son Jacob to her; and having told him what ſhe 
heard his Father ſay to his Brother, firſt injoining him 
punctual Obedience to all her Directions, ſhe bids him 
go to the Flock, and fetch from thence two Kids of 
he Goats, and with them, faid ſhe, “ ] will make ſuch 
ſavoury Meat for thy Father as he loves, and thou 
ſhalt bring it to thy Father; that he may cat, and 
* bleſs thee before his Death.” Jacob had gotten the 
zirth- right already, and knew that the Paternal Bleſſin 
id uſually attend it; but he was fearful that if he ſhould 
ct it by indirect Means, he ſhould loſe the Bleſſing and 
et a Curſe inſtead of it. This Fear was improv'd upon 
onſideration of the Difference between his Brother's 
omplexion and his; for Eſau was hairy, and he was 
oth ; ſo that if his Father (to ſupply his Defect of 
ght by Feeling) ſhould handle them, he might eaſily 
cover the Cheat. And this he objected to his Mo- 
fer; who having continually in her Mind the Words 
the divine Oracle, The Elder ſhall ſerve the 
ounger, Gen. xxv. 23.] with Aſſurance anſwered him, 
Upon me be the Curſe, my Son, only obey my Voice, 
and without Delay go fetch me the Kids.“ Jacob ve 


'd , ible of his Mother's Tenderneſs towards him dit- 
a WWtcd her Will no longer, but went and brought the 
on Fils; of which the made ſuch ſavoury Meat, as ſthe 
1 


ew her Husband loy'd. Then dreſſing Jacob in Eſau's 
tCloaths, and covering his Hand's and Neck with 
chairy Skins of the Kids, ſhe gave him the Meat to 


being! ; 
to his Father; who, as ſoon as he heard Jacob en- 
weh the Room, ask d, Who art thou? Jacob anſwer'd, 


m Eſau thy Firſt- born; I have done as thou com- 


lam, It's probable he meant, that of the Purchaſe he had made of the Pri- 
i repreſent E/an, or ſtood in the mogeniture or Birth-right of his Brother, 
Elan che Fuſt-born, by Vercue 
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68 A Compleat Hiſlory Bookl. 
mandeſt me, riſe, and eat of my Veniſon, that thy Soul 
may bleſs me. Iſaac wondering that he had made ſuch 
haſt, asked him how it came to pals that he had taken the 
Veniſon ſo quickly. Jacob reply'd, Becauſe the Lord 
P brought it to me. //aacnot willing to truſt to his Hear- 
ing only, called Jacob to come near him, that he might 
feel him, and thereby know whether he was his very Son 
Eſau or not. The good old Man, when he had felt 74. 
cob's Hands, being deceiv'd by the Hairy Kids Skins, 
could not be ſure it was Jacob or Eſau, but ſhew'd his 
Uncertainty by ſaying, The Voice is Jacob's Voice, but the 
Hands are the Hands of Eſau. Having nothing there- 
fore but his Son's Veracity to depend upon, he put the 
Queſtion more home to him, © Art thou my very Son 
« Eau?” To which Jacob more readily than truly an- 
ſwering, 4I am; the good old Man urg'd no further, 
but taking him 23 for Eſau, bid him bring the 
Meat, that he might cat of it and bleſs him. J1/aac hay: 
ing cat of the Veniſonand drank Wine, calls his Sonto 
come near and kiſs him; which while Jacob did, hi 
Father ſmelling the Smell, not only of the Kids Skin 
but of the Cloaths he had on, gave his Bleſſing to Jai 
in this Manner: „ Behold, the Smell of my Son isa 
ce the Smell of a Field which the Lord hath bleſſed 
“ Therefore God give thee the Dew of Heaven, an 
« the Fatneſs of the Earth, and Plenty of Corn and 
Wine. Let People ſerve thee, and Nations bow dow! 
© tothee. Be Lord over thy Brethren, and let thy Mc 


P Brought, Some will be apt to think 
that this 1mpoſing upon {ſaac's Blindneſs 
was inexcuſable in Jacob: but let ſuch 
conſider, that the Bleſſing being due to 

tbe eldeſt Son, and Jacob having bought 
tis Brother's Birth- right, the Blefling 
(Which Eſas had deſpiſed in deſpiſing his 
Birth- right) was due to him; and as for 
the Lie which they charge upon Jacob, 
 Gaying, The Lord bronght the Veniſin to 
him, it's highly probable he meant, that 
the Lord had put that Invention or 
Contrivanceof the Kids into his Mother's 
Mind, and by her had brought ir to him. 
Ian. But cho' hitherto Jacob might 


ſeem excuſable upon the Rightof Prim! 
geniture fairly transferr*d to him by 5 
gain; yet here he is guilty of a poli 
Lie. And tho' he obtained the Bleſſin 
ſuch Ways and Means, as i- they may \ 
excuſed in him, or he in uſing them) ( 
the Account that God had appointed 
Bleſſing ro him; yer they are not t 
imitated, or drawn into Example bj 
other: Which they ought well to conbi 
who propoſe the whole Scripture * 
every Parc thereof withour Diſtindi 
for a ſtanding Rule of both Faith 
Practice to all Believers in all Time 
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GENESIS CHAP. XXVII. 


Jacob getteth the bleſſing rom Eſau. 
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BOOK IJ. of zhe Holy Bible 69 
« ther's Sons bow down to thee: Curſed be every one 
«K that curſeth thee; and bleſſed be he that bleſſeth 
e thee.” Jacob was no ſooner gone from his Father, 
but Eſau came in, bringing his Father the Veniſon 
ureſs'd, and ſaid to him, “ Ariſe my Father and eat of 
thy Son's Veniſon, that thy Soul may bleſs me.“ //aac 
n great Surprize and Diſorder haſtily ask'd, Who art 
hou? To which Eſau replying, Iam thy Son, thy Firſt- 
born, Eſau; a very great Trembling ſeiz d 1/aac, ſo that 
e called out, Who, and where is he that hath taken 
Veniſon and brought it me, and I have eaten of all 
before thou — and have bleſſed him?” And, 
cing by this Time ſenſible of a divine ordering Hand 
herein, added, Vea, and he ſhall be bleiled.” Eſau 
caring this, cried out, and in much Confuſion, ſaid to 
s Father, © Bleſs me, even me alſo, O my Father.“ 
aac to excuſe himſelf for having given the Bleſſin 
rom him, told him, That his Brother had deceived him, 
d got the Bleſſing from him. Eſau complain'd, that 
Brother had ſupplanted him, and having no Hopes 
prevail with his Father to reverſe the Bleſſing given 
his Brother, ſaid to his Father, Haſt thou not re- 
rved a Bleſſing for me?” Jſaac wanted not good Will 
E/aus but he had emptied the Choiceſt of his Store 
don Jacob, ſaying, I have made him thy Lord, and 
all his Brethren have I given to him for Seryants, 
and have wiſh'd him plenty of Corn and Wine: And 
what ſhall I now do unto thee, my Son? Alas! faid 
E/au, haſt thou but one Bleſſing ? Bleſs me, even me, 
O my Father.” At which Words he not only cried 
U but r wept alſo. //aac moved with Compaſſion for 
au, that he might ſomewhat pacify him, and do as 


' Vet, Long after, the Author of the ſought it carefully and with Tears, yet 
fille to the Hebrews, cb. xii. 16, 17. he found no Place of Repentance in his 
Notice of this. Where having brand- Father: Neither Prayers nor Tears could 
de with Prophaneneſs in Efpicng revail with Iſaac to revoke the Blefling 
birth-right, and ſelling it for a Mor- ſie had by Divine Appointment given to 
if Meat, he obſerves that, when af- Jacob, I have bleſi „ faid he, yea, 
"ds he would have inherited the and he ſhall be bleſſed, g 
Aung, he was rejected: For though he 


F 3 well 
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well for him as he could, tells him, “Thy Dwelling 
„ ſhall be in the Fatneſs of the Earth, and thou ſhai: 
& have of the Dew. of Heaven above: Thou ſhalt liv: 
& by thy Sword, and ſhalt be ſubject to thy Brother; 
c but the Time will come when thou ſhalt ſhake of 
= the-Y oke. | 
Eſa had conceived ſuch Hatred againſt his Brother 
for depriving him of the Bleſſing, that he reſolv'd tob: 
reveng'd; and ſuppoſing his Father could not live long 
intended as ſoon as he was dead to murder him. Rebecca 
being appriz'd of Eſau's unnatural Deſign upon hertz 
vourite Son, acquaints Jacob with his Brother's Threat; 
and adviſes him to make a Viſit to his Uncle Laban! 
Haran, and ſtay there till his Brother's Rage might b. 
appeaſed ; which when the had obſerv'd, ſhe would ſen 
for him home again. Jacob, who was of a mild, and per 
haps fearful Diſpoſition, knowing E/au's rugged Ten 
per, was very willing to comply with his Mother's Pro 
oſal, but not to go without his Father's Conſent, whic 
— very much doubted. But Rebecca manag'd that Mat 
ter cunningly enough; for taking an Opportunity, {li 
politickly complains of the Uncaſineſs ſhe was under up 
on the Account ot ſau'SHlittite Wives, urging her Feu 
leſt his Example ſhould influence Jacob to do the like 
Jſadac knew not the Drift of this Complaint, but bein 
a pious Man and knowing that the Promiſe made t 
Abraham, and renewed to him, was to be compleatedi 
the Iſſue of Jacob, and being careful that he ſhould nc 
corrupt his Blood by mixing with any of thoſe Natio 


„ 
1 


* 
PR WM” 


1 _— cc 2 * 7 A 3 
A 3 
* n — 
— 


5 


4 | 
* —— 5 — — — 
e 


— 


; 


* 


1 
—— < 


25 
i, 
oo .” 
1-7 3 
7 
"© $ 
; "2 
U 74 
L 1 4 
* 
1 
11 
14 
oy Tx 4 
4 : 
1 . N F 
1 
LY 
NS 
1 
5 
8H 
[; 
' 
1109 
{4 
| 
* "43 
. 7 
Bl: 
6 
44 
3 
8 
1 
. 
. 
#7 
y 
* * 
8 
12 
"It 
2 
53s 


i Thy Dwelling, & c. This which is here (which is but an unquiet, uneaſy, andi 
faid to Eſan looks more like a Prediction ſafe Courſe of Life) and ſhould ſerve! 
of what would befal him, than an Ap- Brother; which muſt needs grate hard 
precation that they might befal him. To Eſau's haughty Temper. Only tor 
Jacob it was ſaid, © God give thee of the Comfort it is prophetically added, 
* Dew of Heaven and the Fatneſs of the he in his Poſterity ſhould at one Time 
1 Earth, ec.” But to Eſau, © Thy other have a Dominion alſo; and“ 
* Dwelling-Place ſhall be in the Fatneſs then they ſhould break his Brother's J 
te of the Earth, ec.” And whereas Power from off their Necks : Which was bet 
and Sovereignty, not only over Eſax and and attempted in King Foram's Ti 
his Poſterity, but more generally over Peo- - 2 Kings xx. 22. but not compleat!! 
ple and Nations, is wiſhed ta Jacob; Eſas King Herod's Time, who was an £4 
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BoOK I. of the Holy Bible. 71 
which were to be deſtroyed, forthwith call'd Jacob to 
him, and with his Bleſſing gave him a ſtrict Charge that 
he ſhould not take a Wife of the Daughters of Canaan, 
but to go to Padan-aram, to the Houle of Bethuel his 
Mother's Father, and from thence take him a Wife of 
the Daughters of Laban his Mother's Brother. And to 
ncourage him, he ſaid, © God Almighty bleſs thee, 
« and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou 
« may*ſ{t become a Father of many People; may he be- 
ſtow on thee and thy Race the Bleſiings promiſed to 
« Abraham, t hat thou may ſt poſſeſs the Land thou art 
now in as a Stranger, and which he promiſed to thy 
Grand- father.“ This Contrivance ſo luckily ſuc- 
ceding, {/aac diſpatches his Son away immediately, 
who accordingly ſets out for Padan-aram. 
E/au underitanding that his Father had confirmed the 
Blefſing to his Brother, and ſent him to Padan-aram, to 
ke a Wife there, with a ſtrict Prohibition not to marry 
ny Canaanitiſh Woman, and that Jacob in Obedience 
to his Parents was gone; reflecting like wiſe with him- 
cf, that his Father was diſpleaſed with him, for having 
en thoſe Hittite Wives, who were of Canaanitiſi 
umilies, and thinking to re- ingratiate himſelf with his 
ather, he went and took Mahalath, his Uncle Ih- 
1727's Daughter to be his Wife: Which mended the 
latter but little. | 

Facob departing from Beerſheba made the beſt of his 
Way to Haran, but being benighted, he was forc'd to 
e up his Lodging in the open Air, where the ſpang- 
d Sky was his Canopy, and a hard Stone his Pillow. 
hilk he ſlept, he dream'd he ſaw a Ladder ſet upon 
he Earth, the Top of which reach'd to Heaven, and 
pon it were ei aſcending and deſcending. Above 

ſtood the Lord, and ſaid to him, © I am the Lord 

God of Abraham and of Iſaac: I will give the Land 

whereon thou lieſt to thec and to thy Iſſue; which 
ſhall be as numerous as the Duſt of the Earth, and 
extend to all Parts of it; and all Nations ſhall be 
3 F 4 &« bleſs d 
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ce bleſs'din thy Poſterity. I will be thy Guide where- 
& ſoever thou ſhalt go, I will bring thee back into this 
& Country, and will not forfake thee, but perform al 
& that I have promis'd.” This Dream made ſo great an 
Impreſſion on Jacob, that when he wak'd, paying an 
awful Reverence to the Place where he had reſted, he 
ſaid, ſurely the Lord is in this Place, and I did not know Nc 
it. This, in all Probability, was the firſt Time that be 
God had ſo immediately appeared to him; and which hne 
affected him with ſuch a religious Fear, that in a holy: 
Rapture he ſaid, © How venerable is this Place! ThissWhe 
ce the Houſe of God, and the Gate of Heaven.” Then v. 
getting up, he took the Stone on which he had ſlept, W: 
and ſet it up for a Monument of God's Love to him, Wing 
in ſo eminently appearing and confirming his graciouſWa 
Promiſes, and as a Mark to know the Place by, when-Wwh 
ever he ſhould come that Way again. Having ſetupMſo; 
the Stone he poured * Oil over it; and in pious Com: 
memoration of the heavenly Viſion which * {aw here Ar 
this Place which before was called Lu he now call 
u Bethel, that is, The Houſe of God. But before hc 
went from hence he took his Leave in a very ſolemn 
Manner, for repeating ſome Part of what the Lord had 
ſaid to him, he made a Vow, the more ſtrongly to bind 
himſelf to God's Service, ſaying, “If God will be wit 
© me, and direct me in my Journey, and will give me 
c Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on; fo that I com ece 


t Oil. This being the firſt Mention we once, when Jacob returning from Pain 
have of 0:either as to the Uſe, Nature or æram to this Place again, poured out 0 
Name of it, it ſeems more reaſonable ro upon a Pillar then, as he had done no- 

ſuppoſe, that he uſed it here (and ſo after- until Cod in the Law appointed the. 
wards Gen. xxxv. 14.) by Way of reli- of it in Conſecrations, Offerings, 0 
giqus Conſecration, and that rather by Which Ceremony (ſays one) ere th 
divine Inftin& and fecret Direction from Two Things, Firft, That Chriſi was ant 
God, than by Imitation or Example from 4d and conſecrated to his Office of Mal 
either his Father or his Grand-father; torſhip, with Fubneſs of the Holy ©" 
which ſome think he did. For if either Secondly, That the Anointing of the G. 
Abraham or Iſaac had uſed Oil in any of 7s, that which maves xs and all o 
their religious Performances, it may wel! vice acceptable to God. 
be thought there would have been ſume u Bethel. It is the very Place wit 
Mention made of it before, as well as afterwards was built the Town di 
now; whereas I do not find it ſo much as Name, of the Tribe of Benjamin, due d 
azined till now, nor ater this (except Borders of the Tribe of ng” Hl | 


— 
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- again to my Father's Houſe in Peace; then ſhall the 
Lord be my God: And this Stone which I have 
al ſer up for a Pillar ſhall be God's * Houſe: And of all 
an that thou ſhalt give me I will furely give the* Tenth 
an ! unto thee.” | 

he Having thus perform'd his Devotions he proceeded 
»w 8 chearfully on his Journey, till he came to Haran; and 
being near the Town he met with Flocks and Shepherds 
near a Stone Well. He ask'd them, whether they knew 
Laban the Son of Nahor; they told him they did, that 
he was in good Health, and that his Daughter Rachel 
would ſoon be there with her Flock. She came there in 
: ſhort Time after this Diſcourſe, and Jacob very oblig- 
ingly rolled away the Stone from the Well's Mouth and 
water'd her Sheep for her: Which done, he told her 
{who he was, and ſaluting her with a Kiſs, he wept for 
oy. Rachel leaving Jacob at the Well, made haſte to 
Nell her Father whom ſhe had met; who hearing of the 
\rrival of his Siſter's Son, in joyful haſte ran out to meet 
im; and having imbraced and kiſs'd him, he brought 
im home with him. To whom Jacob gave an Account 
of the Occaſion of his coming from home, and of the 
iſion he had ſeen by the Way. By which Laban found 
hat his Nephew had not misbehaved himſelf at home, 
or left his Parents without their Conſent and Direction, 
o' he came ſo bare and unattended. Beſides, it was 
eceſſary for Jacob to let Laban fee, that he was under 
he immediate Protection and Care of Providence. La- 
* having heard theſe m acknowledges him to be 
near Kinſman, and gave him a kind Reception; and 
aol, to let his Uncle ſee he was not uſed to an idle 
ſeleſs Courſe of Life, enters himſelf in the Buſineſs of 
e Family, as intending to make ſome ſtay there. 


the I * Houſe. That is, in the Place where I is notexpreſs'd, unleſs it were by an Of- 
we ſet up this Pillar will I worſhip God. fering unto God, when Jacob built an Al- 
Tenth. This is the Second mention tar at Elbethel, and ſer up a Pillar in the 
Heyer or Tenths, and the firſt Vow con- Place where God had talked with him, 
ning them, made voluntarily and ex- and poured a Drink - Offering, and Oil 
"din the Terms of giving them to thereon, at his Return from Padam aram, 
How, or when it was perform'd Gen. xxxv. 7, 14. 8 
| Which 
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Which when Laban ſaw, he took an Opportunity to 
diſcourſe his Nephew, and let him know, that he did not 
expect, nor think it reaſonable he ſhould ſerve him for 
nothing; therefore he deſired him to name what W ages I fil 
he would have. The lovely Shepherdeſs at the firſt In- h 
terview had fir d Jacob's Heart, and her he names as a Þ Bu 
Reward of Seven Years Service. Laban readily con- N 
ſented, and Jacob immediately enters upon his Seven 
Years, which his Fondneſs for Rachel made ſhort. 
The Time being expired, Jacob demanded his Wife. 
Upon which Laban ſolemnized the Nuptials publick- 
| iy; inviting his Friends and Neighbours : But being 
eſirous of detaining Jacob in his Service for a longer 
Time, he pur a very unfair Trick upon him; for in 
the Evening he took Leah, and brought her to Jacobs 
Bed inſtead of Rachel. Jacob the next Morning find- Na 
ing the Cheat, complain'd to his Father - in - Law; 
who put it off with a very {lender Excuſe, alledging Wand t 
that it was not the Cuſtom of that Country to give the 
Younger in Marriage before the Elder. This was but 
a poor Excuſe indeed; but Laban, who had all along Wmarr. 
obſerv'd Jacob's Fondneſs for Rachel, knew he could /a;; 
bring him to any Terms, tho' never ſo unreaſonable; MW Ra 
which made him demand another Seven Years Service Holly, 
for his younger Daughter, tho” at the ſame Time hMupply 
was afraid Jacob in Reſentment of the Injury don:Mccour 
him ſhould throw off Leah, and not receive her for hMhcref 


Wife; whereforc he intreats him to fulfil her * hoe | 
cc n 


Y Bed. It was the Cuſtom of the Coun- the Week ſhould marry and injoy Rach 
try that the Bride on Pretence of Modeſty Though by the Word Veek here, ſome on: 
ſhould be cover'd with a Veil when ſhe derſtand a Week of Tears, or Seven Yea! 
was brought to the Bridegroom: By And to fulfil her Week, he was toſer! 
' which means Jacob was impoſed upon by the other Seven Years for Rachel aftt! 
Laban, and could not diſcern that it was wards. Some old Ergliſh Verſions it 
. Leah till the next Morning. der it ſo; but the LXX isotherwiſe,it 

Z Week, Or Seven Days, which Time ac- it is poſitively there a Week, at the Fug 
cording to the Cuſtom of thoſe Countries of which he was to have Rachel, and ſen! 
was dedicated to the nuptial Solemnities. Seven Years for her afterwards. And 
And by this fulfilling Leab's Week was appears to be the right Senſe of the Pld 
intended, that Jacob ſhould openly ac- by the Order of the Story: For tho' F 
knowledge her for his Wife, which La- lived with Laban Twenty Years, ( 6" 
ban ſeem'd to doubt: And at the End of xxxi. 28. and 41.) yet it is plain = 


en Year 1 


1 
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4 And then, ſaid he, ] will give thee this alſo, for the 
« Service which thou ſhalt ſerve with me Seven other 


„ Years.” Jacob conſenting to Laban's Propofal, ful- 


filbd Leah's Week, and then married and bedded Ra- 
hel; of whom he was ſo fond, that he b lighted Leah. 
| But God pitying her, made her fruitful, and reſtrained 
| Rachel from bearing: So that Leah had Four Sons, vis. 
| Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah, before Rachel had 
one. This was a great Trouble to Rachel, which in 
a ſhort Time broke off all Family-Converſation be- 
[tween them, and at laſt improv'd to real Enmity. 
Rachel being blinded with her too earneſt Deſire of 
Children, imputes her Barrenneſs to her Husband, and 
ents her Diſcontent in a very unadviſed and paſſionate 
; WExpreſiion, ſaying, Give me Children or I dic.” 
Jacob was always very fond of her, but hkea prudent 
lan his Judgment got the Aſcendant of his Affection; 
o Wand tho? he was naturally of a mild Temper, yet theſe 
Maſh inconſiderate Words of Rachel incens'd him to 
{hat Degree, that he could not forbear giving her this 
g{Wmart, tho' ſhort Reproof: “ Am I in God's Stead, 
u /d he, who hath made thee barren ? 


FKachel thus rebuk'd and brought to a Senſe of her 
cWolly, began to think with her ſelf of another Way to 
heWupply this Defect of Nature, as ſhe thought, by having 


ccourſe to her Grand-mother Sarah's Stratagem z and 
nerefore ſhe, having before diſcourſed the Matter with 
cr Husband, gives him her Maid Bilhah for an Under- 
Vife or Concubine, reckoning with her ſelf, that 
hat Children Jacob ſhould have by her Maid, ſhould 
e her's; for ſhe would cheriſh them as if they had 


nd of the Fourteenth Year Jacob pro- 3 I will give, & c. Some will have 
ddd to part, and return home. But Ra- this, we will give; that is, I, and my 
had born Foſeph before that; (Gen. Wife and Friends: But the LXX ſay, I 
IX. 25.) and beſides, ſhe had been a will give. 

Ten Wife a good while before ſhe bore b Slighted, Our Verſion renders this 
b; and had Two Sons by her Maid hated; but it ſhould have been conſi- 
hah, before ſhe conceived Foſeph ; all der'd, that the Word which is render'd 
dich could not have been, if ſhe had not to hate, does alſo ſignify to love leſs, or 
1harried before the End of his ſecond #ake /eſs Care of a Thing, and not to wiſh 
en Years, or do it any Harm. 


been 
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have done Childing; 
led Gad and Aer. 


By this Time Reuben was grovyn up big enough to be 
truſted by himſelf in the Fields; where, as he was one 
Day wandering he found ſome pretty © Flowers, which 
he brought home to his Mother. Rachel ſeeing them, 
had a great Defire to have them, and pray'd her Siſter 


e Flowers, What theſe Flowers were 
is undeterminable, they are render'd Man- 
&rakes, which is an Herb, whoſe Root 
3s faid to have the Likeneſs of a Man. 
But ſome Criticks give Reafons roſhew 
that theſe could not be the ſame. How - 
ever, it is certain, that whatever they 
were, the Verſions could not have choſen 
2 more improper Word than that of Man- 
drakes, to expreſs the Hebrew Word Da- 
daim, Gen. xxx. 14, 15. For the Man- 
drakes have nothing in them which 
ſhould render them ſo paſſionately deſire- 
able, either as to Smell, Taſte, or Virtue: 
Whether we ſuppoſe that Rachel deſir' d 
them to ſatisfy her Hunger, according to 
Foſephns; or whether we ſuppoſe with 

ome Rabbies, that ſhe was to make a 
Philtre ar Love-Drink of them; or to 
help her to have Children; or, with o- 
thers, that ſhe deſir d them only for the 
Smell: For it is an ill ſcented, ſtinking 
Fruit, of a cold Quality, ſtupifying and 
poiſonous; and all that is alledg d to the 
contrary, evidently falſe and fabulous as 
Antonius Deyfingins has proved. But it 
is not in the leaſt probable, that Rachel 
was under 4 Neceſſley of defiring a Fruit 
which the Shepherds could ſcarcely eat 
in the Fields, when they could find no- 
thing elſe; not that ſhe flood in need of 


any Thing to make her belov'd of her 


Husband, who gave her Marks of the 
moſt tender Affection. Beſides that Leab, 
who was in Compariſon deſpis d by Ja- 
cob, would not have parted with it to 
Rachel, had it been proper to heget Love, 
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been her own. Accordingly, when Bilhah bore Ja. 
cob a Son Rachel claims him, takes him for her owr, 
and names him Dau; ſhe likewiſe did the ſame by the 
ſecond, and call'd his Name Naphtali. 
her Siſter's Policy, becauſe ſhe thought her {elf to 
and gave her Husband her Maid 


Zilpah to Wife, who had Two Sons, which ſhe cal: N 


in the Fields. In fine, it is moſt pro: 


conſidering the Difference between Luk 


or ſent for them, rather than have bet 


Book], 3 


Leah imitates 


Nay, the Time, in which Reuben Pound 
this Dudaim, does not ſuffer us to believe 
that ſhe defir'd to eat of them, nor that 
they were Mandrakes: For it is obſerv'd 
that it was in the Days of Wheat-Har- 
veſt, that is at the End of April ot be- 
ginning of May, which was the Time 
of their Harveſt in Paleſtine, and in which 
the Mandrakes only did begin to bud, 
not producing their Fruit till Autum. 
This has obliged Frnins, Tremellins, Cu. 
to render this Word by thoſe of fine an 
lovely Flowers, and ſome Rabbies by that 
of Violets or Jeſamins; which agrees 
pretty well with the Time of which 
Moſes ſpeaks, and to the Expreſſion of 
the Spouſe in the Canticles, Others think 
that this Word denotes the Lilly; which 
in Syria is of a moſt agreeable Beauty and 
Smell, and this ſeems to be with ſome 
the true Signification of it: But then 
Rachel needed not to have been fo de 
firous of having them from Reubem i 
they had been ſo common as to grov 


bable they were Flowers, but what 
1s hard to gueſs at, tho it may rea: 
ably be ſuppos'd very ſcarce, othervik 


and Rachel, the latter would have go? 


beholden to the Son of her Rival, Thi 
which renders this Difficulty more un. 
ſolvable, is the rare Mention of the Wald 
Dadaim, it being no where made uſe0 
in the Holy Scriptures, but here and f 


Canticles Vil, 13. 
0 
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o give her ſome of them. Leah thinking Rachel 
had too great a Share in their Husband's Affection, 
and forgetting that her Siſter, not her ſelf, was Ja- 
ob's Choice, anſwers her ſomewhat churliſhly, “ Is 
« it not enough, ſaid ſhe, that you have taken my 
e Husband from me, but you mult take away my 
J Son's Flowers too?” Rachel might have retorted 

ſharply, but having a Mind to the Flowers ſhe would 
© not contend, but propos'd an Agreement. Jacob in 
© Wcourſe was that Night to have been Rachel's Bedfel- 
Now; therefore ſhe tells her Siſter, that, if ſhe will 
give her ſome of the Flowers, ſhe ſhall enjoy her 
1 WHusband's Company that Night. Leah likes the Pro- 


3 _ — 1 * a 


poſal, and they agree upon it; and Leah to make ſure 


of him, went out in the Evening to meet Jacob at his 
Return from the Field; and having acquainted him 
vith the Terms of their Agreement, invites him to 


„er Apartment and had his Company that Night. 

Leab, who but a little before thought ſhe had done 
Childing, conceived again and brought forth her fifth 
„on, vu ſhe named //acher, becauſe he was the 
Fruit of her Hire. After that conceiving again ſhe had 
"Wiixth Son, whom ſhe named Zebulun; and at laſt ſhe 
re Jacob the only Daughter we read he had, whoſe 


Name was Dinah. : 

Hitherto Rachel had no Iſſue of her own Body: 
ut now it pleaſed God to remember her; and having 
long Barrenneſs corrected her inordinate Deſire of 


e | 

bildren, he at length hearken'd to her Requeſt, and 
. Pleſſed her with a Son: Upon which rejoicing that 
Sort . 


od had taken away her TReproach, and, predicting 
hat the Lord would give her another Son, ſhe called 
e Name of this Boy Joſeph. Soon after whole 
birth Jacob having ſerved his laſt Seven Years, began 
o entertain Thoughts of returning to his own Coun- 


" Reproach. 80 Barrenneſs was then multiply, Burrenneſs was accounted 2 
ounted; and becauſe Frultfulneſs came Curſe, 
God's Bleſſing, who faids Increaſe ann 


try; 
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try; therefore putting Laban in mind, that the Tiny 
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for which he had contracted to ſerve him was nov co 

expired, he deſired him to deliver him his Wives an 7. 
3 Children and ſend him away. This was very diſagree. Ti 
** able Diſcourſe to Laban; who acknowledging thei - 
1 N | great Advantages he had received from Jacob's Service, wa 
* and that he was ſenſible the Lord had bleſſed hin in 
for his ſake, he earneſtly importun'd him to tarry ſtil * e 
3 with him, offering him at the ſame Time what Wage * 
* he would ask. Jacob was as ſenſible of the Benet n 
| of his Service as Laban, and valued himſelf upon b 
. them, telling him how, by the Bleſſing of God upon 85 


his careful Management, his little Flock was increas! 4 

to a Multitude, wiſhing him to conſider how his ow N15 
Family was increas'd, having now many Children, M:, © 
for whom it was Time to make ſome Proviſion, and Jar 


therefore inſiſted upon his Return to his own Coun 0 . 
try. Laban could not hear of parting, and therefor of 


preſſes him to ſtay, offering him his own Terms 
Jacob overcome by Laban's Importunity, told him h 
ſhould give him nothing; but if he approved of the, | 
Terms he ſhould offer, he would continue in his Se. 
vice. The Terms were theſe: Theyſhould pals thro 


the whole Flock both of Sheep and Goats, and E- 
parating the ſpeckled Cattel from the white, Lau Hs. 
Sons ſhould take Care of the ſpotted Flock, and Ja * | 
of the white: and then whatſoever ſpotted or brow! 2 


Cattle ſhould: be produc'd out of the white Floch 
which he was to keep, ſhould be his Hire. Lav 
. readily clos'd with theſe Conditions, and according 
e parted the Flocks, delivering the ſpottcd 
attle to Laban's Sons, and the reſt to ace oy © 
keep: And Laban, that he might prevent any Inter 7 
courſe between them, ſet them three Days Joum | 
alunder. "Ob 


Te bi 5 
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The Flocks being thus diſpoſed, the © Divine Wiſ- 
dom by inlightning Jacob's Underſtanding, put him 
in a Way to improve his own Stock, and at the ſame 
Time to leſſen that of Laban for his Covetouinels. 
Jacob takes Twigs of green Poplar, Haſel, and Cheſ- 
nut-Trees, and peeling off the Rinds in ſtrakes, made 
the White to appear in the Twigs; which he plac- 
ing in the watering Troughs, when the Cattle came 
to drink in Ramming- time, they ſeeing the ſpeckled 
JTvwigs conceived and brought forth ſpeckled Cattle. 
E Beſides, he took ſpecial Care to lay the Twigs be- 
fore the luſtieſt and ſtrongeſt Cattle; but before 
the weak and feeble he did not lay any: By which 
Artifice he procured to himſelf not only the greater 


Vecob's Proſperity, repented of his Bargain, and ſe- 
"Wrcral Times altered the Agreement, which God till 
turned to Jacob's Advantage. And now Jacob having 
been Twenty Years in Laban's Service, he happened 
to over-hear his Brothers-in-Law Laban's Sons grumb- 
ing and complaining, that he had raiſed himſelf a 
fur Eſtate out of their Fortunes; and having obſery'd 


vr ſome Time Laban's Coolneſs and Indifference, he 
0 began to think of leaving him, and return to his Fa- 


ther's Houſe, which God in a Viſion obliged him to 
do; but before he put this in Execution he thought 
It adviſeable ta conſult his Wives, and to draw them 


4 to conſent to go along with him; and ſending for 
10 them both into the Field, that he might with the 
re Freedom and DOTY diſcourſe with them, 
hy e communicated his whole Deſign to them; tel- 


ing them he had obſerv'd, that their Father's Car- 


if 

ter” Y Divine Wiſdom. Here is a Reward beautiful Rachel; and how out of a co- 
| d! Jaceb's Dependance on Providence for vetous Defire to ſerye himſelf upon him, 
16) PS Wages, for he had found ſo much he had contriv'd Ways to detain him in 


aud in his Father-in-Law*'s Dealing, his Service: Now therefore God takes 
Mt he had little Reaſon to truſt to his from Laban the Riches he had before 
poneſty. And in the ſame Inſtance God given him for Jacob's ſake, and beſtows 
Ffnember'd Laban's unrighteous Deal- them upon Jacob: And that in ſuch a 
e with Jacob, how he deceived him Manner, as Laban could neither he! 
dus firſt Marriage, giving him his de- himſelf, nor juſtly find Fault with Facob. 
um'd Daughter Leah inſtead of the riage 
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of late towards him was very much chang'(; 


* | 
O \Wnal 
tho he knew not for what Cauſe; for he appeal'd u 19 
them concerning his Fidelity and Diligence, and there 
Father's unfair Dealing towards him, in deceivig , 
him, and changing his Wages ſo often: But God hi %% 
turned all their Father's Contrivances _ him Hur 
his Advantage, and had taken away their Father's Cup. 
tle and given them to him. Then he told them th mol 
Lord had lately appeared to him, and put him in Min... 
of the Vow he had made at Bethel, in his Paſſigfulat 
from Canaan thither (of which he had formerly gi c\ 
them an Account at his firſt coming, and that thi... . 
Lord had now commanded him to return to the Lani ..... 
of his Kindred. His Wives having heard him ver way 

attentively, declar'd themſelves of his Opinion com 
cerning their Father, and conſented to go with hin pr. 
deſiring him to ſet out when he pleas'd and they wolf... 
attend him. Jacob therefore preparing all Things... 
his Journey, mounting his Wives and Children up geg 
Camels, ſet forward with all his Cattle and Good 
which he had gotten in Haran, taking the Advanta jing 
of his Father - in- Law's Abſence, who was at ti reti 
Time gone to ſhear his Sheep; which likewiſe gu 4... 
* Opportunity to ſteal and away . 75 
Teraphim. Jacob paſſes the River Eupbrates, ui b 

. - : U. * 

f Teraphim. The Word Teraph figni- worſhipped. With ſuch Laban ſpake, any y 
Geth in general the compleat Image of a they. But without Controverſy tht tn 
Man, 1 Sam. xix. 13. More particu- raphim which Michal put into the lh p th: 
larly it ſignifieth an Idol or Image made 1 Sar. xix. 13. was a compleat Sil * 
for Man's private Uſe in their own or Image of a Man. The Uſe of th ply d 
Houſes ; ſo that theſe Images ſeem to Images was to conſult with them a6 h; 
have been their Honſhold Gods; Fhere- Oracles, concerning Things unknow!h P0114 
fore haſt thou flole my Gods? My Tera- the preſent, or future. To this pu enc 
phim, Gen. xxxi. 30. And the Man Micah they were made by Aſtrologers un | 
had an Horſe of Gods, and made an Ephod certain Conſtellations, capable of hat Ce © 
and Teraphim, Judg. xvii. 5. The man- ly Influences, whereby they wer? er his 
ner how theſe Images were made, is to ſpeak, The Teraphim have j# 
fondly conceited among the Rabbies; Vanity, Zach. x. 2. And among e Te; 
They killed a Man that was a Firſt-born Reaſons, why Rachel fiole away bet d not 
Son, and wrung off his Head, and ſcaſin - ther's Images, this is thought to bel 
ed it with Salt and Spices, and wrote nyon that Laban might not by conſulting ent. 

a Plate of Gold the Name of an witlean theſe Images diſcover what Way A ew: 
Spirit, and put it under the Head ahn took in his Flight, * 
Vall, and lighted Candles before it, and ; dy y | 

2 mi You 
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makes to Mount Gilead; and tho” he had the Advan- 
lage of three Days before Laban perſu'd him, yet in 
eren Days Time Laban came up with him. 

At his firſt ſetting out after Jacob, no Doubt, La- 
an perſu'd him with a Mind whetted with Revenge; 
but God in a Dream by Night charged him not ſo 
uch as to ſpeak W to Jacob. Therefore the 
ert Morning when he with his Kindred came to 
eak with Jacob, he in foft and quiet Words expoſ- 
lated with him the Unhandſomeneſs of the Action 
n ſo {lily ſtealing away from him, carrying his Daugh- 
ers away like Captives, and not ſuffering him to take 
eave of them or their Children, and to ſend them 
way with an Equipage becoming their Rank; _— 
im, it was very unadviſedly done of him to give ſuc 
Provocation, conſidering it was in his Power to 
are done him hurt; nay, he plainly hinted he would 
ave done it, had not God appeared to him, and laid 
Reſtraint upon him. But Laban did not only chide 
ſacob for his Unkindneſs, but 3 him with Theft, 
ying, „ Tho? thou hadſt ever ſo great a Deſire to 
return to thy Father's Houſe, yet why didſt thou 
ſteal my Teraphim ? 1 

Jacob excus'd his clandeſtine Departure from La- 
in, by telling him, he was afraid that if he had ac- 
uainted him with his Purpoſe, he would forcibly have 
tain'd his Daughters; but as to the Theft (not Know- 
g that Rachel had ſtolen the Teraphim) he warmly 
ply'd, © With whomſoever thou findeſt thy Tera- 
him, let him not live.” And to vindicate his In- 
cency, he bids Laban ſearch his Goods in the Pre- 
ce of his Friends; and if he could find any Thin 
his he might take it. Upon this Laban ſearch' 
e Tents of Jacob, Leah, and the two Handmaids; 
d not finding what he look'd for, went into Rachel 's 
ent. Rachel was hardly put to it, for ſne very well 
ew, that if the Idols aduld be found in her Cuſ- 
dy, both her F athex and her Husband would be 
Vo L. I, G highly 
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highly offended with her. She had but juſt Tim 
whilſt Laban was ſearching the other Tents, to com 
trive how to conceal them, which ſhe did by putting 
them into the Camel's Furniture, and having {et he: 
ſelf downupon them, Laban enters the Tent; where: 
upon keeping her Seat, ſhe begg'd his Pardon for no 
riſing to ſalute him, alledging tor Excuſe, that th 
Cuſtom of Women was upon her. Laban in poin 
of Modeſty deſiſts from any further Search, not fu 
ſpecting the Trick his Daughter put upon him; uy 
on which Jacob very ſharply reproached him for hi 
unjuſt Suſpicion, appealing to Laban's Friends t 
judge between them. Then recounting the long Ser 
vitude he had held him in, his Faithfulneſs, Carean 
Diligence in his Service; the Hardſhips he had un 


* — 


22 
ecoll 
froth 
hat: 
hat 11 
ceiv 
f his 


5 therein both by Day and Night, and the ha m 
and unequal Terms he had held him to all along, H. 
concluded thus, Except the God of my Fatht ET 
ce had been with me, ſurely thou hadit ſent me aw oe | 
« empty: But God hath ſeen my AfMiction, at "ay 
the Labour of mine Hands, and rebuked thee yeſte! 11 
* mght. --.. | | 
This Charge of Jacob's was ſo juſt, that Lali me 
could make no Defence for himfelf; and therefore i . 
thought beſt to let fall the Debate; and changing Hef or 
Reſentment to a fit of Fondneſs, calls Jacob, 3 
Wives, Children, and all that he had his, and p ee, 
tending for that Reaſon, he would not hurt the H 
left therein he ſhould hurt himſelf, he propoſed and 
venant of Peace between them, which they did . a 
erecting a Pillar or Heap of Stones for a Memorani c. 
of it, and they took an Oath of each other that 1 hep 


ther of them ſhould invade the other, and that 7 
ſhould not miſuſe his Wives. After this Jacob ers. 


them an Entertainment, and next — 1 
having imbrac'd his Daughters and their Children We d u 
turned home. _ desk d 


Book I. 
This Rencounter had not a litcle ruffled Jacob's 


mild Diſpoſition, and therefore God to comfort and 
onfirm him in an Ailurance of the Divine Protection 
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was gracioully pleas'd to ſend his 8 Angels, who met 
im on the Way: Which Jacob eſpying, he faid, 
This is God's Holſt. 
No ſooner is one Storm over, but another threatens. 
jacob being now near the Contines of Edom begins to 
ecollect, that he was within the Reach of his incens'd 
other Eſau, whom he had highly provok'd, and in 
hat a revengeful Humour he left him; and conſidering 
hat in all this Time (which was Twenty Years) he had 
ceived no Account from his Mother of the Abatement 
f his Brother's Reſentment, which ſhe had h promis'd 
odo when ſhe found it, he thought it adviſeable to ſend 
pacifying Meſſage to him, to know what Temper he 
v in before he came near him. Jacob therefore inſtruct- 
g the Meſſengers, order'd them to addreſs themſelves 
him in theſe Words: * Thy Servant Jacob faith 
thus; I have ſojourn'd with Laban, and ſtay'd there 
till now; where J have exceedingly inrich'd my ſelf, 
and now I have ſent to acquaint my i Lord with 


nour and Dominion conferred by God up- 
on him: bur patiently waiting for the 
Execution of God's Will, he kept him- 
ſelf within the Bounds of Nature, and 
reverenced Eſaw as his elder Brother, 
Beſides, it may be queſhon*d whether Ja- 
cob meant any more by theſe Words, ¶ Lord 
and Servant, | than what was cuſtomarily 
uſed among all Sorts then, eſpecially by 
thoſe, who had a Mind to ingratiate them- 
of ſelves with others. That the firſt Uſe 
che Word Lord between Man and Man was 
a mere honorary Compliment, and prac- 
1s'd firſt among the idolatrous and Hea- 
then Nations, appears from the Children 
of Heth (who were Heathens) calling 
Abram Lord and Prince; and from them 
came to be taken up and uſed by the Fa- 
thers and People of God afterwards, as 
many Things beſides were contracted by 


Angels, Interpreters conclude theſe 
de two Hts or Armies of Angels; 
ereof one was that of the Gaardian 
rel of 3 who with his 
mpany conducted Jacob ſafely to the 
unnes of Canaan; where the Gaardian 
bel of Canaan with his Company re- 
ed him into their Care. And this 1s 
end from the Neceſſity of Jacob's be- 

| expos'd to the dangerous Treachery 
alan, and the Cruelty of Eſau, which 
& Providence more particularly care- 
of Jacob, ro whom the Promiſes were 
e. Bur conſidering the Etymology of 
Word Mahanaim , (which ſignifies 
Armies or Camps) there is probable 
und for this Conjecture of the Inter- 
ers and others. ; 

' Promis'd. See Gen. XXVii. 45. 

Lord, Since Iſaac by divine Direc- 


L had made Jacob Lord over Eſar, it 


Lord, and himſelf his Servant? To 
um it may be anſwer'd, that by this 


bezsk'd, how Jacob ſhould call Eſa 


Milton Jaceb did not reject the Ho- 
G 2 


converfing with them. However, it is 
plain here, that Facobthro* Fear of Eſau 
uſed: the Words, thinking that he might 
thereby pleaſe and ſoften the rugged Hu- 
mour of his haughty Brother. : 
“ this, 
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&« this, that IJ may find Favour in thy Sight.” The 


Meſſengers ſet out, and ſoon return, giving Jaca 
ſuch an Account, as put him into a terrible Fright; 
for they brought no Anſwer from Eſau, but only told 
Jacob that his Brother Eſau was coming to meet hin 
at the Head of Four hundred Men. Jacob immed 
ately concludes from the Number of the Men, that 
his Yeother came againſt him with an hoſtile Intent 
which threw him into a great Diſtraction of 'Thought 
He was too weak to fight him; and his Retinue to 
heavy and cumberſome to fly with ; art laſt he come 
to this Reſolution, viz. to divide his Company an 
Cattle into Two Bands; which being ſet at a con 
venient Diſtance, he hoped that if E&/az ſhould fi 
upon one of them, the other might have Opportunit 
to eſcape. 
This was Jacob's human Contrivance, but his Safe 
iy lay in a divine Protection; which he had lately i 
the like Diſtreſs experienced, when his Uncle Lala 
rſu'd him. Therefore, as then, ſo he now addre 
es himſelf to God in this earneſt Supplication.“ 
« God of my Father Abraham and IJſaac, whi 
« faidſt to me, Return to thy Country, and I . 
« do well by thee: I am not worthy of the lealt 
ce thy Mercies; but thou haſt increas'd my Stock 
c for when I paſled over this River firſt, I had n 
thing but my Staff, and now I am become a Mu 
„ titude: Deliver me, I pray thee, from the Hand 
ee my Brother, for I fear his Malice, leſt he ſmiten 


ce and mine. 
CC 
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Jacob wreſfling with the Angel. 
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Book T. of the Holy Bible: 8 
acquainted his Brother that he was grown ſo rich, he 
reſolves to ſend him a very handſome Preſent; but 
fearing he ſhould be upon him before the Preſent could 
be delivered, he was torc'd to take it of that which 
came firſt to Hand; which was thus: Two hundred 
She-Goats, and T'wenty He-Goats; T'wo hundred 
Ews, and Twenty Rams; Thirty Milch-Camels with 
their Colts; Forty Kine, and Ten Bulls; and Twen- 
ty She-Aſſes, with Ten Aſs-Foles; all in ſeparate 
Droves, ordering the Servants to keep them at a rea- 
ſonable Diſtance, charging the Servant that followed 
the firſt Drove to deliver the Preſent to his Brother 
the ſame he deliver'd to the reſt; hoping that the 
dight of ſo many and different Preſents, delivered. in 
ſubmiſſive and obliging Manner, might work upon 
bis Brother's harſh Temper. | | 
The ſame Night he with his Wives and Children 
aſs'd the Brook Fabbock, himſelf being the laſt; 
nd . left alone, there appeared a Man, who 
wreſtled with him till it was Day, and 2 Ja- 
9 to prevail; but that he might be ſenſible he did 
dot prevail by his own Strength, he gave him a Touch 
the Hollow of his Thigh, and put the Joint out. 
Then ſaid the Man, Let me go, for Day breaketh. 
but Jacob ſaid, I will not let thee go till thou haſt 
leſſed me. The Man then asking him his Name, 
Ind he ſaying it was Jacob. Thy Name, reply'd the 
ther, thall not only be called Jacob, but likewiſe 
[rae]: For as a Prince haſt thou Power with God, 
F Wrefiled, The Perſon that is here put his Thigh out of Joint, could as eaſily 
id to have wreſtled with Jacob was an reduce the Diſlocation; for it was all but 
agel, and the Reaſon of his permit- one Miracle. 
ly Jacob to prevail, was to give him I Iſrael. It's certain Tranſlations do 
7 that in Ike Manner he ſhould mi- often contradi& themſelves, of which we 
fe and conquer his Brother Eſau. have a remarkable Inſtance in Gen, xxxii. 
bis was the Opinion of both Greek and 28. where tis tranſlated, Thy Name ſhall 
un Fathers, no more be called Jacob, but Iſrael, Tho? 
lf any ſhould inquire how Facob's | it's certain this Patriarch was afterwards 
ph being put out of Joint ſhould ſo often called by the Name of 74 COB. 
don de reduc'd, and he conſequently able No more therefore ought to be tranſlated, 
travel ; it may juſtly be reply'd, That nor only, which it very properly implies 


e fame Power, which mirac ouſly ap- here in this Place, and that would cake 
rd to him, wreſtled with him, and away the ſeeming Contradiction. 4 
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and with Men, and haſt prevailed. Jacob demande{ 
his Name; which he was thy of telling him; he there. 
fore bleſſed him, and departed. Jacob, as the Sun. 
roſe, paſſing from the Place where he had this wreſt. 
ling Exerciſe, called it Peniel, which ſignifies the 
Face of God, becauſe, ſaid he, I have ſeen God Face 
to Face and my Life is preſerved. 
After this Jacob proceeded on his Journey, and had 
not gone far before he eſpied his Brother Eſau com. 
ing, attended by Four hundred Men; upon which he 
began to diſpoſe his Company into the moſt commo- 
dious Order, either for the Reception of his Brother, 
or Safety of thoſe he moſt regarded. Putting there 
fore the TWO Handmaids Bilhah and Zilpabh with thei 
Children foremoſt, and Leah with her Children next; 
he ſet his beloved Rachel and her Son Joſeph in the 


Rear, and himſelf paſſed before. When he was com 
near he bowed himſelf Seven Times to the Ground, ter 
but Eſau not able to reſiſt the powerful Impreſſiu Cu 
which Jacob's meek Submiſſion made upon his Spur, har 
with eager Joy runs to meet him, falls upon his Nect pn 
and kiſſes him: Revenge and murderous Deſigns in! 
turn'd into Pity and Tenderneſs; and E/au, who one 
thirſted after his Brother's Blood, now melts ino por 


Tears of Joy at this happy Interview, and nothing Min 
but Inſtances of Brotherly Love and Friendſhip pu|Mly ; 
between them. wit 
Eſau thus tranſported with Joy at the Sight of J. 

cob, with Pleaſure ſurveys his Store, and is with gruß . 
Difficulty perſuaded to accept of a Preſent. He iſp 
tates his Wives and Children, and to ſhew furt "ak 
Marks of his Reconciliation and Fondneſs offer'd 106i! 
bear him Company the remaining Part of his Journe)-Mmuic 
But Jacob, {till retaining his former Jealouſy, excusd 3 
himſelf, by telling him, that the Children and Catte * = 
could not keep Pace with him, without much F.. te 
tigue, and therefore defired him to go before, and mou 
himſelf would follow leiſurely as the * 1 TX 

0C 
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Flocks could bear, and that he would wait on him in 
his ownem Country of Seir. Then Eſau very cour- 
teouſly offered to leave ſome of his Men to guard 
and attend him; but Jacob handſomely excus'd it as 
he an unneceſſary Compliment. Upon which they part- 
ce ed very friendly, * Eſau taking his Way towards 

Heir, and Jacob by eaſy Journeys travell'd to Suc- 
ad both; where ending to ſettle tor ſome Time, he 
de an Houſe and Conveniencies to ſhelter his 
| Cattle. | 


0 Afterwards he removed to Salom a City of She- 
eh chem; where having bought a Piece of Ground of the 
WW Children of n Hamor for a Hundred o Pieces of Mo- 


ney, he ſpread his Tent, and erected an Altar there, 
and called upon the Name of the Mighty God of 
L][rael. 


ne During Jacob's Stay in this Place, his only Daugh- 
aer Dinah took a Walk abroad by her ſelf, out of 


{Curioſity to ſee the Women of that Country. It 
happened that young Shechem, the Son of Hamor, 
Prince of that Place, ſaw her, and falling deſperately 
in Love with her, could not reſtrain his Paſſion z but 
taking Advantage of the dangerous and unlucky On 
portunity of her being alone, raviſn'd her. Notwith- 


ig ſtinding this diſhonourable Act, his Soul is fo ſtrong» 
pay poſſeſs'd with her Charms, that he cannot live 


without her; and therefore he importunes his Father 


| © Country. It may reaſonably be ſup- had Eliphax, and the Third Rabel, and 
dos d that Jacob never intended to meet that he lefc the Land of Canaan to go 
Elan in Seir; becauſe it doth not appear, live on the Mountains of Seir. Moſes 
[har he ever did go thither. Beſides, it's names che Deſcendants of Eliphax and 
| oftible he might apprehend himſelf not Rahnel, and the Princes of the Tribes of 
lie in his Brother's Dominions, who the Edomites, the Kings that ſucceeded 
might there take Occaſion to renew his them, and the Chiefs, who governed af- 
pormer Grudge, and in Revenge deſtroy ter che Kings. See Gen, XXXVL an 
er inſlave both him and his Family, © axxv. 29. | 


tk Eſau. Moſes gives no further Ac- un Hamer, St. Stephen in Ads vii. 16, 
Fa- vs of Eſan and his Family, only that calls this Man Emmor. ; 

j . ad three Wives, Aholibama, and Ada, o Pieces of Money, This is ſometimes 
an T and Baſemath the Daughter rendred an hundred Lambs, becauſe 
a hnael. That the firſt had three Chil- the Image of a Lamb was ſtamped up- 


WD, Fekag, Thelon and Core; the Second on it. 
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to enter upon a Treaty with her Friends, that he might 
have her for his Wife. Jacob ſoon heard of this Rape 
committed upon his Daughter; which he conceal 
till his Sons were come home; which when they heard, 
they were incens'd at the Diſhonour done their Fami. 
ly, and ſecretly vow'd Revenge. | | 
Hamor's Fondneſs of his Son Shechem makes him 
ſoon yield to his Importunity : Taking the Opporty- 


he acquaints them with his Son's Paſſion for Dinah; 
intreating them to give her to him; and inviting then 
to intermarry with his People, offer'd them the Free. 
dom of the Country, to dwell, trade, and make ; 
Settlement there. And to back theſe, Shechem (who 
was preſent at the Treaty) in general offers them what 
Advantages they pleaſe to ask, bidding them name 
their Terms, and they ſhould have them, provide 
they would but give him their Sifter. Jacob's Sons 
neglect no Opportunity of 38 the Affront done 
their Family by this Rape: Therefore cunningly ob 
ſerving the Fondneſs of Shechem and his Father to 
cloſe with them, they inſiſt upon the more high an 
unreaſonable Terms; no leſs than a general Circum. 
ciſion will oblige them to accept of an Agreement to 
ſettle among and incorporate with them. 
Hlamor and Shechem readily agree to theſe Condit 
ons; and when they 98 to the Town, ſummon: 
ing their Subjects together, commend the //raelitt 
for a peaceable good-natured People; and that if the 
intermarried with them, they ſhould be Maſters 0 
all their Subſtance, which was very conſiderabl; 
and all this to be obtain'd upon their Conſent to bc 
circumciſed. The 'Thirſt of Gain ſoon prevailed up 
on this ſilly People, and being back'd with Shechen 
Intereſt among them, which was very great, they a 
conſented, and were every Male of them circuil 
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| BookI. of the Holy Bible. 89 
Jacob's Sons having thus diſguiſed their Reſentment 
in deluding the unwary SHechemites, the? third Day af- 
ter they were circumciſed, when their Wounds were 
ſoreſt, put their bloody Purpoſe in Execution. 4 Simeon 
and Levi put themſelves at the Head of the Party that 
vas to attack the City, which they boldly enter'd, and 
put all the Men to the Sword; and ſcarching She- 
chem's Houſe, they found their Sifter Dinah. After 
| this they fell to plunder, and- carried off not only 
what they found in the City, but all that was in the 
Field, making the Women and Children Priſoners 
and what they could not carry off they ſpoiled. Thus 


the Sons of Jacob glutted their Revenge upon the She- 
chemites for the Rape of their Siſter. 

Peaceful Jacob knew nothing of this bloody Maſſa- 
cre, till it was over; and when his Sons brought the 
Trophies of their Cruelty to him, he took no Joy in 
their Conqueſt; and was ſo far from approving this 
traſh Action in them, that he reproaches them for 
their Barbarity, and dreads the Conſequence, which 
might end in the Ruin of him and his Family. But his 
two boiſterous Sons Simeon and Levi, who had been the 
Ringleaders in this Miſchief, took upon them to an- 
wer their Father for what they had done, ſaying, She- 
eben ought not to have uſed their Siſter like a Harlot, 


| P Third Day. This was the Time, as 
| Phyſicians obſerve, when Fevers gene- 
| Tally attend Circumciſion, occaſioned by 
the Inflammation of the Wound, and 
| which was more painful then, as the 
© Hebrews obſery'd, than at any time elſe ; 
for which Reaſon the Sons of Jacob 
wok that Opportunity of falling on the 
| Shechemites, who were then Jef; able to 
defend themſelves. 
Simeon. In this Action there are 
none named but Simeon and Levi, whom 
Ve may ſuppoſe to be the chief Con- 
| "vers and Managers of this bloody 
| Maſſacre, as being own Brothers to Di- 
vaß both by Father and Mother, andjel- 
| der than the reſt, except Reuben, who 
| Vs of a more gentle and humane Diſ- 
baden; (as we find in Gen, xxxvii. 


22. when he ſaved poor Joſeph's Life, 
contrary to the Will of his other cruel 
Brothers;) yet it is reaſonable to think, 
that the reſt of the Sons of Jacob, who 
were old enough for ſuch an Exploit, and 
their Servantsalſo, were engaged in this 
Execution; tho? theſe two only, as Au- 
thors of the Deſign, are named. And 
indeed it is ſcarcely conceivable, that 
two Men ſhould be able to maſter a 
City, and ſlay all the Men in it, (tho* 
they were hurt in ſo tender a Part of 
the Body as difabled them from Action 
and Defence) and ſhould alſo take all 
the Women Priſoners, who of them- 
ſelves may be ſuppoſed to have been 
more than ſufficient to over-power two 
Men. 
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by which he had diſhonoured not only her, but their 
whole Family. 

It is plain that Jacob's Fear was not groundleſs, by 
the Care God took to remove him from the Danger 
that muſt neceſſarily have attended this cruel and in- 
hoſpitable Fact of his inconſiderate Sons. For tho 
they had extirpated one Colony, there were more Peo- 
ple that border'd thereabout, who, either in Defence 
of themſelves, or in Revenge for ſuch unjuſtifiabl: 
Dealings, might give Jacob great Uneaſinels, if not 
totally deſtroy him. God therefore to ſecure him, 
bid him ariſe and go up to Bethel, and dwell there; 
and crect an Altar there to God who had appcar'd to 
him to comfort and ftrengthen him, when he fled 
from the Face of his Brother E/au, whom he then a 
much dreaded, as he did theſe People now. 

In Obedience to the Divine Call, Jacob ſtrictly 
charges his Family, and all that belong'd to him, to put 
away the ſtrange* Gods which they had, and be clean, 
and change their Garments ; and then, ſaid he, let u 
ariſe and go up to Bethel, the Houſe of God. By thele 
Means Jacob got from them their Idols, and their* Ear 
rings too. And that theſe Ear-rings might not be: 
Snare to him and his Family, as the like were afterward 
to" Gideon, Jacob reſolv'd to make ſure of them, as wel 
as of the Idols; and therefore he buried them ſo private. 
ly, that none of his Family ſhould know where the 


Gods. Perhaps by this time Jacob 
might have diſcovered that Rachel had 
gotten and kept her Father Laban's 
1dols, for which he perſued Facob; or- 
perhaps they might be ſome Idols which 
his Sons had got among the Spoils of 
the Shechemites; or it may be, that nei- 
ther his Wives nor Sons were guilty of, 
or inclinable to Idalatry, but only his 
Servants or Slaves might be Idolaters. 

Clean, c. This may probably be 
meant of abſtaining from conjugal En- 
joyment, and ſanctifying themſelves, 
not only from idolatrous Pollution, bur 
from the late Maſſacre at Shechem. See 
Exod, xix. 10, and 15, But that it was 


a Cuſtom for thoſe that came to appt 
before the Lord to waſh their Clou 
appears plainly from Exod. xix. 1% 

evit. xv. 13. and 2 Sam. Xil. 20. 

t Ear-rings. Theſe were worn l. 
ſome People in a ſuperſtitious D 
tion, as being thought to have ſon . Broe 
magical Virtue or Charm in them; ® 
it is not unlikely, that ſome of Juul. 
Servants, if they themſelves were 
Tſhmaelites, might have taken up n of v. 
Uſe of Ear-rings from the Iſmaeim Neatator: 
amongſt whom it was afterwards 4 
known Faſhion. Judges viii. 24. 

U Gifeom, gee Judges vili. 27 


we 
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were to take them up again; for he hid them under 
the Oak by SHechem; and then ſet forward for Bethel. 
Wbither he paſſed in great Quiet and Security; for 
Cod had ſtruck ſuch a Terror into the Cities round 
about him, that notwithſtanding the Provocation his 


| Sons had given by the Outrage they had committed 


u Hechem, no body offer'd to moleſt or perſue them. 
0 Bcing ſafely arrived at Bethel, he erected an Altar 
tere as God had commanded him: And upon that Al- 
ur, and at that time, it is ſuppoſed he performed the 
Vow which he had made when God appeared to him 
in the fame Place, as he fled from his “ Brother Eſau. 
Which when he had performed God appeared to him 
again, confirmed his new Name //7ael! to him, and 
gave him repeated Aſſurances of his Promiſes made 
to Abraham and [{aac, with new Bleſſings to himſelf. 
Then did Jacob, in the Place where God had now 
talked with him, erect a Pillar of Stone, as a laſting 
Monument of his Gratitude and Devotion, pouring a 


n, 
 {Orink-offering and Oil upon it. In this Place, and 
bout this time, * Deborah, Jacob's Mother's Nurſe, 


glied, and was buried under an Oak, which was there- 


ig | 
bre called the Oak of Yeeping. : 
Jacob having ſafely arrived at Bethel, makes no long 


ay there; but filial Affection prompting him, he haſt- 
nd to Mamre to pay a Viſit to his aged Father; and 
Ephrath being in the Way, they intended to have got 
thither : But tho” they had but a little Way to it, they 
Could not reach the Town before Rachel fell in Labour 
dt her ſecond and laſt Child; and having a hard Time of 


It, the Midwife, to incourage her, bid her not fear, for 


one Wi © Brother. See Gen. xxvili. 20% 22, Lahan's Houſe, till Jacob returning 
m * Deborah, Who this Deborah was, home, ſhe having a Defire once more 
ib d for what reaſon ſhe is mentioned to ſee her old Miſtreſs, put her ſelf into 
noi 


ere is not clear, and hath given Occa- the Company. Without Doubt ſhe was 
In of various Conjectures among Com- very much reſpe&ed by them, becauſe 
Teatators. Some are of Opinion, that they bewailed her Death ſo much, that 
er ſhe had brought her Miſtreſs Re- the Oak, under which ſhe was buried, 
to her Marriage, and ſeen her well was called the Oak of Weeping. — 
led in her Family, ſne went back Y Ephrath. This Place was after- 
Haran again, and there dwelt in wards called Bethlehem, cn 
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ſhe ſhould have this Son alſo. Of whom indeed ſhe was 

delivered, but died immediately; and juſt before ſhe di- d 
ed, ſhe called the Boy's Name Benoni, that is the Sonof I a 
Sorrow: But his Father, unwilling to perpetuate the 
fad Remembrance of ſo ſorrowful a Subject, called him 
Benjamin, which ſignifies the Son of my right Hand: 
Intimating hereby how dear he ſhould be to him. 

Jacob thus deprived of his beloved Rachel, railes 
z Monument over her Grave to perpetuate her Memo- 

This was no Doubt an Occaſion of great Grief 
to Jacob, whoſe Fondneſs may be meaſured by the dou- 
ble Servitude he underwent to obtain her: But befor 
he could reach to Mamre a greater Misfortune betel 
him; for Reuben his eldeſt Son committed Inceſt with 
Bilhah, his Father's Concubinary Wife. Jacob ſoon 
heard of it; and tho” he took no publick Notice at 
that time of it; yet it ſate deep in his Mind, and 
ſtuck by him to his dying Day. 

'T BE two Afflictions fate heavy upon him for a time; 
but continuing his Reſolution of viſiting his Father, the 
Expectation of ſeeing that good old Man kindles a new 
Joy in his Hcart. At length he reached Mamre, the City 
of b Arbath, where his Grandfather Abraham had fol- 
merly liv'd, and his Father aac then dwelt ; who (0 


* Afonwment. Borchard ſays this was ſays he, thou art my Firſt- born, ant (it 
2 very curiouſly wrought Pyramid, on Beginning of my Strength, the Exiles 
the Baſis of which were diſpos'd twelve of Dignity, and the Excellency of Pow: 
very large Stones, hinting the Number of This was to have been his Portion N 
his Sons. In this we ſee the Antiquiry Vertue of his Birth-right, had he 10 
of erecting Monuments and Epitaphs in by Tranſgreſſion forfeited it, But 00 
Memory of the Dead near the Place being as unſtable as Water, (which tb0 
of their Burial ; of which this of Ra- advanced never ſo high, falls dow! 
ehe is the firſt that we read of in holy gain) his Doom was, Thos ſhalt not“ 
Scriptures, Thus Simon Machabee erect- cel, becanſe thou went. /i mp to thy Fat 
ed a magnificent Monument over the Bed, and defiled it, Gen. xlix. 3 4+ * 
Grave of his Father and Brothers. And Reuben's Birth-right was transferred 
St. Ferom, in his x to Marcella, Judah, of whom our Lord was to con- 


Warrelli 
ving : 

bers of 
Was, i 


ſays, that he himſelf had performed his (ver. 8.) from whom alſo in time it ce s 
Devotions at David's Sepulchre, of to the Son of Rachel, who in Riß lime, be 

which St. Peter, Ads ii. 29. ſays, And ſhould have been Jacob's firſt Wife Peak. 
bis Sepulchre is now among ns. whom Jacob thought he had imbri Uſe, 
* Dying Day. Jacob, juſt before his when he begat Reuben. | Mater, 
Death, giving his Bleſſing among his b Arbath, This was afterwards i: wel 
Children, gave Reuben a reproachful ed Hebron. | lich 740 
thren, 


Hint of his inceſtuous Crime; Reuben, 


doubt 


i the Sor 
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doubt) was overjoy'd at the Return of his Son Jacob, 
alter ſo 2 an Abſence : Nor could pious Jacob's Joy 
be leſs, to find his aged Father living, and in Health. 
Jacob had not long injoy'd the Bleſſing of his good 
. Þ Father's Company, but another Misfortune happen'd 
to exerciſe his Patience: | So variouſly is the Like of 
a frail Man checquered with the alternate Courſe of 
- & Good and Evil.] His Son Fo/eph, being about ſeven- 
Len Years old, was with his Brethren feeding the 
„Hock; and Fo/eph, obſerving their wicked Converſa- 
e tion, told e Tales of them to his Father. This ſet 
« MW their Hearts very much againſt him, for they could 
not but look upon him as a Spy upon them, and there- 
\n MW fore reſolve to remove him: And that which advanc- 
ed their impious Rage, was the Marks of extraordina- 
n Love his Father thew'd him more than to all his 
other Children; which he did perhaps, not only as he 
1c; MW was the eldeſt Son of his beloved Rachel, but becauſe he 
was d wiſe beyond his Years. This was indeed an in- 
raging Quality; and the fond Father to expreſs his 
greater Eſteem for it than any Indowment in all his 
other Children, diſtinguiſhes Fo/eph from the reſt of his 
rrethren by beſtowing on him a fine Veſt of ſeveral 
Colours, little thinking it would breed ſuch ill Blood 
among them. This Note of Diſtinction ſo ſower'd Ja- 
s other Sons, that they could not ſhew the leaſt good 


Tales. What Crime it was that oc- 3 For if his Love had been only 
uoned Foſeph to tell Tales of them ro founded on this Reafoh, he muſt have 
s Father, is the Subject of Variety of lov'd Zebuinn as well as Foſeph, ſince 
onjecture among the Criticks and Ver- he was of the ſameJAge; and he muſt 


Ms. Some will have it to be their 
Uurrelling and contentious way o 
wing; others the Sin of Sodomy; 
vers of Beſtiality, &c. But whatever 
Was, it may be gathered from their 
laice to him that it was no ſmall 
oo becauſe they hated him, even to 
"Wiſe, c. Or, that he was wiſe as a 
mater. The Verſions do not ſeem to 
we well expreſs'd the Reaſon for 
lich Jacob loved ofeph more than his 
ren, by theſe Words, becauſe he 
"i the Son of his old Age, Gen. xxxvii. 


2 


have lov'd Benjamin more, ſince he was 


f born ſixteen Years after Joſeph, The 


Hebrew Text ſays only, becauſe he was 
Son of the Elders or Senators, that is, be- 
cauſe he was their Diſciple, in the Stile 
of the Hebrews; and therefore the Sa- 
maritan, Perſian and Arabick Verſions, 
and the Chaldee Paraphraſe render, bee» 
cauſe he was a wiſe and prudent Son: 
And it ſeems that they might be yer bet- 
ter tranſlated, by ſaying, That he was 
wt as a Senator, Wiſdom being a Quality 
which makes Parents fond of their Chile 
dren, and prefer them to their Brethren. 
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Temper to the Favourite, but ſtudied all the Ways 
that Malice could invent to make him uneaſy : And that 
which inhanc'd their Hatred to him was, Joſeph's two 
Dreams, which he very innocently related to them, not 
ſuſpecting ſo ſevere a Reſentment from them as he after. 
wards found. The fir{t was; “ That his Brethren and 
ce he binding Sheaves together in the Field, his Sheaf 
c“ aroſe and ſtood upright, and their Sheaves round 
& about fell down before his.” His Brethren looking 
on 5 with Scorn reply'd, .< Shalt thou reign oye 
ec us: 

His ſecond Dream was a freſh Aggravation of their 
Spight, which the harmleſs Youth in his childiſh Sim- 
plicity likewiſe tells them: I have ſeen, ſays he, 
« the Sun, and Moon, and eleven Stars fall down be- 
&« fore me.” Nor could he conceal this Dream from 
his Father, (ſo ſtrong was the heavenly Impulſe upon 
him) but told it him. Good old Jacob, whether to 
mitigate the Reſentment of his other Sons towards 7 
ſeph, or that he thought theſe Dreams the Effect of 172 
an aſpiring and conceited Forwardneſs in him, chil 
him, ſaying, “ Shall I, and thy Mother and thy Bre. 
ce thren pay Homage to thee? 

Theſe two Dreams of Fo/eph were very ſignificant; 
and tho” his Father was willing thus to make light dt 
them, that they might give leſs Occaſion of Offence to 
his Brethren, yet they made an Impreſſion on Jacob 
Mind. And now whillt the envious Brothers were n- 
minating on Revenge, a fatal Opportunity offer'd it ſch 
and the pious Parent becomes the Inſtrument of deliver 
ing his Darling into their implacably malicious Hand 
'The ten Brethren being . to feed their Flocks at: 
Diſtance in Shechem, old Jſrael, out of his pate 
Care deſirous to know of their Welfare, ſends his be 

loved Joſeph to ſee and acquaint them with their Fi 
ther's ſollicitous Anxiety for their Health. Fo/eph i 
ready Obedience ae to Shechem, and not finding then 
there, wander'd about, till a Stranger ——_— - b 
| — — | Oil 
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Dothan; whither he went; and being come within 
sight of them, their Malice, which hitherto lay latent 
for Want of Opportunity, revived, and immediatel 
came to a fatal Reſolution to diſpatch him. © See, 
c cry'd the bloody Brothers, where the Dreamer 
„comes! Let us kill him, and bury him, and tell our 
« Father ſome wild Beaſt has devoured him; and then 
IK we ſhallſee what will become of his Dreams.” But 
E Reuben, who was of a milder Diſpoſition than the reſt, 
would not approve of this bloody Contriyance, and ſtu- 
died to prevent it, diſſuading them from ihedding his 
Blood, and rather caſt him into ſome Pit. The reſt con- 
ſidering, that if he periſhed in the Pit, it would anſwer 
their End, conſented to Reuben's Counſel. By this time 
the innocent Vouth, not in the leaſt apprehenſive of 
their wicked Deſign on him, was come up to them, and 
whe was going to deliver his Father's indulgent Com- 
endation to them, they ſeiz'd and ſtript him of his fine 
Veſt, and caſt him into the Pit, which at that time was 
[ry and empty. Poor Joſeph extremely frighted at this 
ile and unnatural Treatment begged his Life of his 
mel Brothers, for he knew he mult inevitably periſh 
mth Hunger there: But they are deaf to his Crics, be- 
ng reſolutely bent to deſtroy him. Fo/eph in vain com- 
plains of his . Brothers, who are ſo regardleſs 
him, that they had no ſooner thus diſpoſed of him, 
ut they ſate down, and regaled themſelves with what 
Kefreſhments they had, whilſt he was thus expoſed to 
mine and Deſpair. But Providence, the faithful 
urdian of Innocence and Virtue, had a watchful 
ye over him. 
Before theſe unnatural Brethren put Jo/eph into the 
it, it was by Reuben's Advice that they did not imme- 
tely diſpatch him; and now another of them, namely 
[udah, begins to feel ſome Pangs of Conſcience, which 
sawaken'd by the opportune Approach ofa Compa- 
Jof [/h1naelites travelling from Gilead, and going down 
ot with Spicery and other Merchandiſe. JIM 
ays 
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him to Egypt, 


96 A Compleat Hiſtory Bookl. 
hays hold of this Opportunity, and conſidering with 
himſelf that poor Joſeph was expos'd to certain Death 
in the Pit, propoſes to the reſt 
Merchants, urging the Unnaturalneſs of being inftm- 
Bk of their own Brother, which 
would bring an indelible Stain of Guilt upon them; 
but by ſelling him, they ſhould not only fave his Life, 
but be Gainers by the Bargain. Conſidering this 
they cloſed with the Propoſal; and taking Joſeph out 
of the Pit, notwithſtanding his carneſt Intreaty, har. 


mental in the 


to {ell him to theſe 


ing (now Reuben was abſent) no Advocate for him 2 
mongſt them, ey ſold him to the Iſhmaelite Mer: 


chants for 3 
0 


ieces of Silver; and theſe carrying 
Id him to Potiphar, an © Officer & 


the King, and Captain of his Guards. 

Reuben having perſuaded his Brothers to put 7/0 
into the Pit, contrived it on purpoſe to preſerve h 
Life, hoping he ſhould find Means to deliver him fron 
thence; and when they had beſtow'd him there, ot 
fome Occaſion or other he pretended to leave them: 
Bur ſoon after returning, and not finding 7o/eph in 


the Pit, he f rent his Cloaths, and coming to his Bre- 
thren he cried out, s Alas! the Child is gone; whit 
will become of me, or whither ſhall I go? h But the) 
ſoon appeas'd him, acquainting him with what they 


© Officer. This is in the Text called an 
Emmch; which cannot be taken literally 
here of one that was caſtrated, but of one 
imployed in ſome high Truſt, It was 
the Cuſtom indeed, and is ftill in thoſe 
Parts, to commit the Keeping of the 
Queen, and Women of Quality ro Eu- 
nuchs ; but Potiphar here cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be ſuch, for he had a Wife, as 
we may ſee in the Story of Foſeph : Be- 
fides it wascuſtomary among the Eaſtern 
People to call their Noblemen Exnachs. 

f Rent. This was the Cuſtom of thoſe 
Countries and Times to expreſs the high- 


, eſt Grief; and of which, tho” afterwards 


more frequently uſed, thisis the firſt In- 
ſtance we have. 

E Alas! Renben having greatly offend- 
ed his Father before in his Treſpaſs with 


Bilhah his concubinary Wife, and pi 
bably hoping to have regained his Fi 
vour by preſerving his favourite Son, atk 
reſtoring him ſafe ro him , having 
loſt the Hope of that Advantage, andi 
ſonably fearing that his Father's Dilpit 
ſure would fall heavieſt on him, both 
he was highly offended with him al! 
dy, and as he being the eldeſt, ſhouls hail 
taken moſt Care of the Younger, Wie 
ceedingly troubled for the Loſs of Jaht 
b But, Sc. Here the Story in the T4 
ſeems to break off abruptly; but it u 
be ſuppoſed in Parity of Reaſon, d 
jon's with them in contriving !0 ® 
the Suſpicion off to their Father of hi 
murder'd their Brother, and conſequ® 
ly that they had acquainted him wid i 
elling of Foſeph in his Abſence, 
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Book IJ. of the Holy Bible. 97 
had done in his Abſence; and then they began to con- 
trive how to manage the Matter to their Father, fo 
as to take off all Suſpicion from themſelves; which 
they did by dipping Joſeph's Veſt in the Blood of a 
ou and ſent it to him, with this Meſſage, © This 
eye have found; ſee whether it be thy Son's Coat 
or no.“ The bloody Fragment too ſoon convinced 
poor old Jacob to whom it belonged; and not in the 
Jeaſt ſuſpecting any human Creature could be guilty 
of ſuch unnatural Cruelty, concludes ſome wild Beaſt 
had devoured him. This was the greatelt Trial Ja- 
oh ever yet underwent z the Loſs of his beloved Ra- 

hel, though the Joy of his Soul, and Delight of his 
Eyes, was a Debt due to Nature, and which ſhe paid 
in a natural Way; but the Loſs of Zo/eph far excced- 

ed all the reſt; he is, as his Father might reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, torn in Pieces, barbarouſly mangled by a 

Brute, and cut off before his Time. The mournful 

Parent is laviſh in his Grief, expreſſing it not after 

the common but unuſual manner: He not only rent 

Mis Cloaths, but put on i Sackcloth, and mourn'd a 

long Time for his dear Joſeph: And when his guilty 
ons offered to comfort him, he rejected them, and 

in Deſpair declared he would never ceaſe mourning ſo 

Yong as he lived. 

But here we muſt for awhile leave Joſeph, that we 

ay take Notice of ſome intermediate Paſſages. A- 

bout the Time that this Affliction befel old //rael, his 

pon Judah had committed a great Fault in marrying 

b Canaanitiſh Woman, by whom he had three —_ 
4 75 


„ Sxtclth, Neuben, as we have hint= * Long Time. It is not particularly ex- 
betore, was the Firſt we find that to preſs'd how long Jacob mourned for Jo- 
Fpreſs an exceeding Sorrow rent his ſeph, bur it may be ſuppoſed to be to the 
Sioaths, which Jacob not only does (tho* Time that he heard Foſeph was alive in 
$ cannot be ſuppos'd in imitation of Ren- Eg ypt; which was Two and twenty, or 
for that to be ſure was conceal'd from (as ſome will have it) Three and twenty 
Ian) bur cloaths himſelf with Sackcloth, Years after. | 


Por of coarſe ordinary Habit, uſed af- l Canaanitiſh. See Gen. xxxviil. 2. The 
4 Wards by the Iſraelites in Mourning; Tranſgreſſion of Judah in marrying this 
ich Cuſtom this is the firſt Inſtance. Woman led him into a greater after- 
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98 A Compleat Hijlory Bool. 
Er, Onan, and Shelah;, the Occaſion of which was 
Viſit he made to Hrah the A4dullamite, with whom 
he had contracted a Friendſhip, which proved a Snare 
to him: For being at Hirab's Houle, he fell in Loy 
with the Daughter of a certain Canaanite, whoſe Name 
was Shuah, and married her, and by her he had the 


three Sons aforeſaid. In proceſs of Time, when Fr his 
_ eldeſt Son was grown marriageable, he took a Wie 
for him whoſe Name was Thamar. But Er proving 1 
= wicked Man in the Sight of God, however he might 
appear to Men, God n took him off; after which Ju 
dah bids his ſecond Son Onar marry his Brother's Wi 
dow, that the Family might not fail for want of Iſle 
Young Onan knowing that if Thamar ſhould bear hin 
any Children, the eldeſt would o inherit in the Nam 
of his elder Brother that was dead, and not be ac: 
counted as his, ſeemingly obey'd his Father by going 
to Thamar's Apartment; but he diſappointed then 
both, leaving his Bride uninjoy'd by Fi 
manner of his Crime was ſo provoking to God, that 


he took him off as he had 


The third Son, whoſe Name was Shelah, was too 
young; therefore Judah deſired his Daughter-in-La 
Thamar to retire to her Father's Houſe, and to cont: 
nue a Widow till his Son $he2/ah was grown up, an 


then he ſhould marry her. 
<d till Shelah was come to 


wards ; which was not fully compleated 


till airer J*ſ-p5 was ſold, and gone into 
Ig pt; and therefore Moſes deterred the 

firſt Part of it, that he might give the 

Story intire together. | 

m Wicked, Both Hebrew and Chriſtian 
Doctors agree that Er as well as Onan 
were guilty of retrading of Generation, 
which by . the Hebrews is compar'd to 
Murder, and is therefore, Gen, xxxvili. 10. 
called dereftoble. 

n Tookz Sc. What fort of Death 
they died is not mention'd by Moſes. 
Some imagine they were killed by A, 
modæns the Evil Angel, who ſlew the li- 
didinous Husbands of Sorra, Tbbit iii, 7, 


But the 


Im. 


done his Brother. 


Thamar did ſo, and wat 


Man's Eſtate ; but finding 


Others think God ſhew'd ſome teil 
Judgment upon them, by which it mis 
appear, that they did not die a nt 
Death, but for their extraordinary li, 
quities were taken off by God in 3& 
traordinary Manner, | 
9 This was long before the Las, f 
which it was after wards injoined, V® 
xxv. 5. and yet, tho” this be the irt Me 
tion we have of it, it ſeems it was ther 
known Cuſtom, and well underſtoodei 
by young Oran, For he knew t 5 
Iiſue ſhould not be his, but that the fi. 
born of ſuch Marriage ſhould be 79 
his deceaſed Brothers, and bear bis Rar 
as was afterwards declared, Deus. n 
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Book I. of the Holy Bible. 99 
no Performance of Judab's Promiſe, ſhe reſents this 
Neglect, and reſolves to be reveng'd. Watching a 
Time therefore when her Father-m-Law went to Tem- 
nah to divert and comfort himſelf for the Death of his 
Wife, with his Friend Hirab, the diſguiſed her ſelf in 
the Habit of a common Proſtitute, and planted her ſelf 
in the Way that ſhe knew Judah mult unavoidably 
| paſs to go to Timnah. Judah ſeeing her, an unlawful 
Fire ſoon kindled in his libidinous Breaft, and conclud- 
ing her to be what ſhe ſcem'd, addreſſes himſelf to her, 
who was as forward to receive him, as he was to of- 
fer his Service; only ſhe was reſolved to make ſure of 
the Terms of his Entertainment before ſhe would 
permit him to injoy her. He promiſed her a Kid; 
but ſhe having a further Deſign upon him, demands a 
bdecurity for the Performance of his Promiſe, which 
they agree to be his Ring or Signet, his Staff and 
Cloak, and to be depoſited in her Hands till he ſent 
the Kid. The Terms being agreed upon, they went 
together, and ſhe proved with Child by him. Judah 
retiring, ſhe ſtay'd not long behind him; but taking 
the Pledge went home with them, and dreſs'd her ſelt᷑ 
in her Widow's Weeds. In the mean while Judah 
going to the Flock takes a Kid, and ſent it by his 
Friend Hirah to redeem his Pledge: But Hirab not 
Finding her, return'd and told Judah; who, thinking 
pt beſt for his Reputation to make no further Inquiry 
Eitcr her, ſaid, Let her keep the Pledge, Iwill in- 
F* quire no more after her, leſt I expoſe my ſelf. 

About three Months after this, ſome body inform'd 
Vidal, that his Daughter-in-Law had play'd the Har- 
pot, and was with Child. He reſenting the Diſhonour 
Pone to his Family, not conſidering his own latc Fol- 
* Chak, Commentators and Verſions Others will have it to be the Mileta or 
; er much about this Part of the Pledge Turbant; but this is improbable too. In- 
Vadab gave to Thamar. Our Tranſlati- deed our Tranſlation of 16 10. renders 
Ps call it a Bracelet; but that is not it a Cloak, and ſeems to take it from 
/ probable, for it is not clear, that in the Septragint, which call it Hormiskon, 
ole Days the Men of Tſrael wore Brace- from the Gree? Word Hormos, which 


* Some, as Junius and Tremeliins, ſignifies 2 Shoulder ; and this ſeems the 
Per it by Sadarium, an Handkerchief. moſt likely of any. 
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100 A Compleat Hiſory Book]. 
ly, raſhly paſſes Sentence on herunheard, ordering her 
to be brought out and a burnt. But Thamar produc- 
ing the Pledge, ſent them to Judah with this Meſſage, 
That he would conſider well what he did, for the 


Owner of the Pledge was the Man by whom the was iſ * 
with Child. Judah ſeeing himſelf thus caught own'd WF *© 
the Pledge, and reflecting on himſelf for the Injuſlice 
he had done her in not giving her to his Son She 
as he had promiſed, excuſed her, declaring the wa - 


— 
1 * | 


more * righteous than himſelf, thereby taking the whole 


— 


upon himſelf. ; 
The Time of her Delivery being come, the prove 
with Child of Twins; one of which putting out hi 


Hand, the Midwitec tied a 


diſtinguiſh him for the Firſt- born; but he drawing hi 
Hand back, his Brother flipt by him, and came be. 
fore him into the World: Whereupon he was cated 
Pharez, which ſignifies a Breach; and the other wit 
the Thread on his Hand was called Zarah. Thus in 


4 Prrnt. As for the Crime of Adul- 
tery, of which Thamar was condemn'd, 
and ot which on ber Side ſhe was guilty, 
(for {ne was eſpouſed to Shelah) it was 
capital, being puniſhable with Death; 
but y what Right or Authority her Fa- 
ther- in- Law paſſed Sentence upon her, 
is the Queſtion, The Ancients agree this 
beſt, fuproſing every one to be Judge or 
Chief Magittrate in his own Family; and 
tho? Thamar was a Canaauite, yet es lhe 
had mariied into Judah's Family, and 
had brought this Diſgrace upon it, ſhe 
was within the Ccgniſance of him; 
who may be ſuppoſed (by what follow- 
ee) to have ſuſpended the Sentence, it he 
had firſt inquired into the Cauſe of her 
being with Child. But however, as one 
well obſerves, Judah in this truly per- 
fonared the Hypocriter, who conceal and 
tavour their own Follies, but fall unmer- 
citully upon others, 

r Righieers, He does not ſay that 
Thamar wes more holy or chaſt; but 
more righteous or juſt; Becauſe amar 
had ſinned more grievoully in this Fact, 
it being Adultery as well as Inceſt in her, 
but Forvication and inceſt in him. Ne- 
vertheleſs ſhe was juſter than he in this 
Reſpect ; for Judah not kes ping his I ro- 


Scarlet Thread about it to 


} 


miſe in marrying her to Shelah pio 
vok'd her to lay this Frap for him, ft. 
folving, ſince he would not let her ki 
Children by Shelah, ſhe wou'd have en 
by him. And thus Thamar may be ſi 
to be more wicked in the Sight of orb 
fore God, but juſter before Judah. _ 
Thus, &c. Though this latter Parts 
Fudah's Story relating to the Inceſt wi 
his Daughter Thamar was acted after j 
ſeph was fold, and while he was in Exif 
yet the former Part of it relating 10 f. 
Marriage with Shuah's Daughter, ik 
the Birth cf bis Three Sons by bei, 
muſt needs have fallen out before J 
was ſold. For there being but two i 
twenty, or at the moſt three andtvel 
Years; berween Foſeph's being fold 0 
Eg vpt, and Jacob's going thither to bin 
it could not be that in ſo ſhort a 5p 
Jndah could marry a Wile, having dt 
Sons at three ſeveral Births by her, ma" 
ry two of thoſe Sons ſucceſſively 99 
Woman, defer the Marriage of the 4 
Son to the fame Woman, beyond «20 
Time, afterwards himſelf have Son? 
the ſame Woman(his Daughter-in-l"N 
and one of thoſe Sons, Pharez, beg 
Sons Heron and Hamul, Gen. vi 
before Jacob went down to Ag 


ten 


; N Book]. F the Holy Bible or 


ſtead of the Son raiſing up Iſſue to the deceaſed Bro. 


ther, the Father raiſeth Iſſue to his deceaſed Son; but 
: he converſed no more with her afterwards. 

% In the Beginning of Joſeph's Story his Grandfather 
. [ſac was alivę and in Health, who lived longer than 
aa ſince Terahz being an hundred and eighty Years 


old when he died, which was in the Year of the 


1 | World 222.9, and was buried by his Sons Eſau and 
%% in the Cave that is in the Fieldof MHachpelab near 
|: Maire, which Avraham had bought of Ephron the 
Hittite for a © Burying-place. | 
We will now return to Joſeph; of whom the laſt 
" Account that we gave Was, that he was ſold to Poti- 
%a Captain of the King of £zzp7's Guards, who was 
et a little fond of his Bargain, when he found what 


Ia faithful Slave he had bought: And that which ad- 


be⸗ 2 * o . 0 

MW vanced 7oſeph ſtill more in his Maſter's Fayour was 
ed 3 ; f a 
1 that he was ſenſible that the Lord made every Thing to 


proſper that he undertook. Proſperity and Faithful- 
neß are indearing Qualities in all, but chiefly in a Ser- 


"rant; which recommended Joſeph fo much to Poti- 
e, that, as it were diſmiſſing himſelf from any far- 
> then : 


ether Trouble, he made him Steward over his Houle, 
orte leaving his whole Eftate within and without Doors to 
urs P'S Care and Management; by which he drew a Bleſ- 


ing upon all that he had. 


rer Jo* 

ot * . Z 1 ». ou 7 1 
x" Poor Joſeph thus happily placed, mi ght reaſonably 
expect to lead a comfortable Life, tho' in Slavery, and 
17 might hope for Liberty as the Reward of his faithful 
0nd advantageous Service. But his Virtue mult paſs 
rent! 


me ſevere Trials before he can aſſure himſelf of an 
abliſh'd State of Peace and Tranquillity. 
4 Burying- place. What Time Rebecca cob left Lalan. By which Computation 


ats Wife died, is not fer down any ſhe muſt have been Nineteen Years old 
wo dere in the Holy Scriptures; only in when ſhe married Iſaac at Forty. But 


he hae „lx. 50, ZI. that ſhe was buried ſurely if ſhe were ſo old when ſhe died; 
che he ſame Place where her Husband was. Deborah her Nurſe muſt needs have lived 
Sons? « the Rabbins hold, that ſhe died in the to a great Age, who outlived her, and yet 
-L Pundred thirty and ſeventh Year of her muſt be ſuppoſed to have been older than 
a ee Which was the Hundred fifty and ſne when he undertook to be her Nurſe, 

ri. | | 


a of her Hugband's, a Year before Ja- 
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102 ; A Compleat Hiſtory Book, F 


| Years added a female Sweetneſs, as his Sex did a manly 


his Maſter's Wife ſoon grew inamour'd of him, and at- 
ter all the Signs of her Deſire to draw the virtuouz 


© Youſee my Maſter, /ays he, has truſted me with li 


Nature had been very bountiful ro Joſeph in beſtow. 


ing on him a moſt beautiful Form, to which his carly 


Grace. His Charms were not long unregarded ; for 


Youth into a wanton Familiarity with her fail'd ; and 
that her eager Paſſion more ſtrongly preſs'd her, ſhc 
reſolves to break thro” the Rules of her Sex, and coun 
him in plain Terms. | 

It was not long before an Opportunity offer'd, the 
buſy Fiend, Lutt, ſeldom failing to aſſiſt his Servants, 
Potiphar being one Day upon Duty, and the reſt of 
the Servants diſpoſed at a Diſtance about their Worl, 
none but the handſome Hebrew and his laſcivious Mi. 
ſtreſs were in the Houſe. The Lady's Paſſion had long 
rack'd her Thoughts how to contrive to come at he 
beautiful Slave; at laſt this fatal Opportunity offer 
which ſhe as readily imbraced, and in downrigit 
Words asked him to lie with her. This from one 
her Sex and Quality was a great Surprize to our vir 
tuous Innocent, who knew no other Way of Det! 
ing with her, than firſt to expoſtulate the Heinout: 
neis of tho Crime, and then give her a poſitive Denitl. 


& whole Fortune and the Management of it, fo thut 
« he knows not what is in the Houſe, and has refer: 
ed nothing to himſelf but you, who are his Wit: 
With what Face then can I be ſo ungrateful to hin 
« who hath promoted me, and repoſed ſo much Cont: 
£ dence in me, as to violate his Bed and offend God! 
Zo/eph hoped this repulſe would have mortified her lewd 
Deſire; but ſhe grows more cager and impatient, an! 
RE the forefaid Opportunity, ſhe caught him bj 
the Cloak, and — him to lie with her. He not 
knowing how otherwiſe to get from her, left h 
Cloak in her Hand, and fd. 
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Book J. of the Holy Bible. 103 
Deſpairing now of ever obtaining her Deſire, and 
fearing a Diſcovery of her lewd Paſſion, being agitat- 
ed by Revenge ſhe reſolves to prevent his accuſing her, 
by making the firſt Charge againſt him; and there- 
fore politickly making a Sham-Outcry, and holding 
E Joſeph's Garment in her Hand, ſome of the Servants 
that were neareſt the Houſe ran in to her Aſſiſtance. 
„ Sce, /aid ſhe, how my Lord hath incouraged an 
u Z/zbreww to expoſe us to Scornand Infamy!“ This 
| ſhe ſpoke with Deſign to ſet them againſt Jo/eph, (be- 
| cauſe the Eg yprians hated the Hebrews) and to engage 
them to take Part with her, if Jo/eph ſhould inſiſt 
on his Innocence. Then craftily going on with her 
Story ſhe told them, That he came in to force her; 
but the crying out, he ran away, and left his Cloak. 
Having thus prepared the Servants to ſecond her Charge 
| againſt Joſeph, ſhe laid up his Cloak as an Evidence 
againſt her Lord's Return. Potiphar being come home, 
| ihe flies to him with Tears, and makes her complaint 
to him of Joſeph's Inſolence in the moſt aggravatin 
Expreſſions. The credulous Husband, not in the leaſ 
ſulpecting his Wife's Treachery, and conſidering the 
| Uircumſtance of the Cloak without examining Joſeph's 
Virtue, inflamed with Rage and Jealouſy, without fur- 
ther Inquiry, commits him to the Royal Priſon. 
| /o/eph thus diſtreſs'd in a ſtrange Land, without 
Friend or Relation to plead his Cauſe, ſoon finds the 
comfortable Effect of an innocent Mind; his Virtue 
his Guard, and Providence his Protection, which 
Cod, who never leaves his Servants deſtitute, extend- 
el in a wonderful manner to him, making his Impri- 
Ponment the Cauſe of his after Greatneſs; for Fo/eph 
by his virtuous and harmleſs Deportment grew into ſo 
Scat Favour with his Keeper that he committed all 
de Priſoners to Joſeph's Care, and all Things in the 


|. erer. She called Foſeph nat by apainſt him; for the Eg 9ptians hated che 
n on bur by the Name of his Hebrews, 
ole, (n Hebrgw] to ſer them the more 
* 


H 4 Priſon 
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x04 A Compleat History) Book! 
Priſon were manages by his Order and Direction; for 
the Jailer was ſenſible that God profper'd him, and he 
was now Overſeer of the Priſon, as he had been be- 
fore of Potiphar's Houle. 

Whilſt Joſeph was a Priſoner, it happened, that the 
King's chief Butler and Baker were committed to the 
ſame Priſon where Joſeph was confin'd, and the Keeper 
charging Joſeph with che Care of them, he waited on 
them himſelf; by which Means he grew acquainted 
with them. In one and the ſame Night, while they 
were in Priſon, theſe two Officers dreamed each 0! 
them a Dream. FJo/eph coming into their Apartment 
in the Morning, and finding them both melancholy, 
he demanded the Cauſe of their Uneaſineſs. The 
readily an{wered, and told him, that they had cach 
dreamed a Dream that Night, and being under Con 
finement they had no Opportunity of getting their 

Dreams interpreted. Joſeph indeavouring to take then 
off from that ſuperſtitious Humour of truſting to D- 
viners, or Soothſayers, (which was very common to 
the Eg yptians)told them, Interpretations belonged to 
God, and deſired to know their Dreams. The But 
ler told him he dreamt he faw a Vine, which had the 
Branches, that by degrees budded, then bloſſom's 
and at laſt bore ripe Grapes; that he held Pharas!' 
2 in his Hand, {queez'd out the Juice of the Grape; 
and gave it to Pharaoh to drink. Foſeph no ſoon 

Heard the Butler's Dream, but he gave him a poſiti 
Interpretation of it. The three Branches, ſays hc, lis 

.nify; three Days; within which Time Pharaoh will re 
ſore thee to thy Place. This was a joyful! Interpfe 
tation to the Butler, of whom Joſeph deſired nothili 
in Return, but to remember him when he was in I 
Proſperity, and to intreat Pharoah to let him out 0 
Priſon; becauſe he had been fraudulently brought #10! 
his own Country, and without any juſt Cauſe caftint 

Priſon. No queſtion but the Butler readily promils 

tho' he was long in performing. | mk 
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Book I. of the Holy Bible. 105 
The Baker hearing what a happy Interpretation the 
E Butler had of his Dream, was the forwarder in tellin 
his Dream alſo to Joſeph. I dreamt (faid he) that 
had three Baskets on my Head, and inthe uppermoſt 
was all manner of baked Meats for the King, and the 
© Birds did eat them out of the Basket, that was on m 
Head. Foſeph as readily interprets this as the other, 
but in a different Manner. The three Baskets (ſays he) 
are three Days, at the end of which Pharaoh will han 

| thee on a Gibbet, where the Birds ſhall devour th 
E Fleſh. The Event according to Joſeph's Prediction 
anſwer'd; for three Days after the Butler was reſtored, 
and the Baker hanged, 
Any one would be apt to think that the Obligation 
the Butler lay under to Joſeph ſhould not long have ſlept 
in his Breaſt; but that having, as Cup- bearer, con- 
tinual Opportunities of remembring Joſeph's Condi- 
tion, common Gratitude might have ſtirred up ſome 
Thought advantageous to Fo/eph. But God did not 
E think ft as yet; his Virtue had not paſs'd Trials enough. 
Wherefore at the End of two Years a favourable Op- 
portunity offer'd itſelf : For then Pharaoh himſelf 
Edrcamt, That as he was walking on the Banks of the 
Me, he ſaw ſeven fat Kine which fed in the Marſhes 
aer which he ſaw ſeven others frightful to behold, and 
pexceeding lean, which fed along the Banks, and theſe 
lat devour'd the former. This Dream waked him; but 
Filling aſleep again, he dreamt a ſecond Dream; which 
was, That he ſaw ſeven beauteous and full Ears of 
Corn ſhooting out from one Stalk, and ſeven others 
Pery ſmall and wither'd devoured the firſt which were 
Jo beautiful. Pharaoh walking in a great Conſterna- 
tion called his People about him, and the Dream mak- 
ÞP'g a ftrong Impreſſion on him, he fummon'd all his 
NMagicians and Diviners, and told them his Dreams 
Put there was not one that could expound them. 

Now at laſt did God put it into the Heart of the chicf 
putler to remember Joſeph ; Wherefore he ſeeing the 


106 A Compleat Hiſtory Book] 
King's Perplexity for want of having the Dreams in- 
terpreted, acquainted him that when he and the chief 
Baker were under his Majeſty's Diſpleaſure in Priſon, 
each of them in the ſame Night dreamt a Dream, 
which a young Man, an Hebrew, Servant to the Cap 
tain of the Guard, did interpret to them, juſt as the 
Event anſwer'd. . 
Pharaoh pleaſed at this Diſcovery of an Interpreter! 
immediately ſent for Fo/eph, and they that went for 
him brought him haſtily out of the Priſon; and ha- 
ang ſhav'd and dreſs'd himſelf, he was introduced into 
his Preſence. Pharaoh impatient to know the Mean: 
ing of them, told Fo/eph he had had two Dream, 
which none of his own Subjects could interpret, an 
was inform'd he was skilful in the Art of Interpreting. WW! 
7oſeph, unwilling to aſſume any Thing that did not Wi 
belong to him, declined the Character Pharaoh wi 
pleaſed to give him; and told him, It is from God, 
and not from me, that the King ſhall receive a happy 
Expoſition of his Dreams. Pharaoh then related to 
Zoſeph his Dreams, who told him they both ſignif 
the fame Thing, and that it was God's Will therety 
to give Pharaoh to underſtand what was to happenin 
the Time to come: That the ſeven fat Kine and ful 
Ears denoted the fame Thing, and ſignified ſeven Yew 
of Plenty: That the ſevenlean Kine and ſeven wither! 
Ears expreſs d ſeven Years of Famine, which were t 
follow: That there would be ſeven fruitful Year, 
tollow'd by ſeven Years ſo barren, that the forme 
Plenty ſhould be forgot, and all the Country would be 
conſumed with Famine ; and that the double Dre 
was a Token of the Certainty of the Event. 
Joſeph, having thus interpreted Pharaoh's Dream 
proceeds to adviſe him how to improve the Drei 
to Advantage, by making Choice of ſome wiſe ande 
ble Miniſter, who under him ſhould be invetted wih 
full. Power all over Egypt, that he might appoint Ot 
ficers in all the Towns, who ſhould, during the : 


ook l. of the Holy Bible. 107 
* ven Vears of Plenty, lay up in publick Granaries the 
gn Part of the Product of the Earth; and that all 
ge faid Store ſhould be at the King's Diſpoſal, and ſe- 
cured in the Cities, to be preſerv'd againſt the ſeven 


1 Vvears of Scarcity. Pharaoh approved of the Coun- 
heel as well as the Interpretation, and is not long in mak - 


ing his Choice; for turning to his own Subjects he 
ſud, © Can we find ſuch an one as this is, a Man in 
whom is the Spirit of God?” And then turning to 
Joſeph, ſaid, Since God hath ſhewed thee all this, 1 


Fo . 
ES know none ſo diſcreet and wile as thou art: Thou 


_ c therefore ſhalt be the Man. Thou ſhalt be over my 
mn Houſe ; and all my Subjects ſhall beat thy Command: 
u Only in the Throne will I be greater than thee.” 


9 

| not 
Wi 
30d, 
pp! 
od t0 
whe 
ch 


Then he beſtowed the Enſigns of Royalty upon him, 
taking the Ring off his own Hand, and purrng it on 
1 ebe with other Marks of Diſtinction; and cauſ- 
ing him to ride in the ſecond Chariot, ordered his He- 
palds to proclaim before him * Abreth, in Token of 
Honour and Subjection, as Viceroy of the Country. 

The King having inveſted him with full Power, to 
Ingage him more Lk to his Intereſt, changes his 


Name from Joſeph to * Zaphnarh-paaneah, and matches 


en! p . . 6 . 

| al bim into a Noble Family, giving him for Wife Aſe- 
Len the Daughter of 5 Potiphar, Prince of * On. And 
perde the ſeven plenteous Years beginning, in which 


ne Earth brought forth in great abundance, Joſeph 


ere (2 


Teng eth. This is a Word of uncer- but it was another of the ſame Name, 
* Ia Signification, but render'd by ſome who was a Prieſt as well as a Prince. 
OTTMMC f che World, by ſome Tender Fa- * On. This Place was alſo called He- 


fer, and by others Bow the Knee; which 


uld be 


liopolis, or the City of the Sun, from the 
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bit ſeems moſt roper in this Place, be- 
le wherever he came in the Chariot, 
e bowed the Knee before him in Token 
Honour and Subjection to him, as he 


Dream 


Yrean, {a Chief Governor of Egypt. 
L 4aÞbnath-paaneah. That is, a Re- 
J rc of Secrets, or one to whom Secrets 
: anda boys, ; | ; 
1 bebe. This is not that Potiphar, 
d wil o bought Foſeph of the Iſhmaelites; 
int Of 4 he was a Military Man. Beſides, it 
| e = itkely Joſeph would marry the 
the it e of her that had traduced him 
e Vas that Petiphar's Wife had done; 


in the Margin. 


Worſhip the Inhabitants there did to the 
Sun. Some take Potiphar, Foſeph's Fa- 
ther- in-Law, to have been Prieſt of On; 
but the Hebrew Word ſignifying indiffe- 
rently Prince or Prieſt, Tremellizs and Ju- 
nius render it Prince both here and af- . 
ter in Chap. xlvii. 22, & 26. and give 
Reaſons to prove it ſhould be read Princes, 
not Prieſts. Some Engliſh Tranſlat ons 
render it Prince in the Text, and fer ”rieft 
And the laſt Tranſlation, 
though it renders it Prieſt in the Text» 
yet ſets Prince and Princes in the ar. 
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began his Circuit, and viſiting all Parts of Eg yp, he 
gathered up all the Food which could be ſpared fron 
preſent Uſe, and laid it up in Store-houſes. This he 
continued to do eyery one of the ſeven fruitful Year, 
till he had gotten ſuch a Quantity that it was impol- WW 
ſible to keep Account of it. In this fruitful Tim: WF 
God bleſſed Fo/eph with two Sons; The eldeit d 
which he called Manafeh, and the younger b F. 
phraim. 5 J 
And now the ſeven Years of Plenty being expired, BW 
the ſeven Years of Scarcity commenced ; and which Wc 
was general, not only in Egypt, but in the neighbour . 
ing Countries. But in Egypt by Foſeph's Providence Wk 
they were furniſhed with Proviſion, which he (ol! Wc 
out not only to the Eg yp7ians, but to thole allo thi 
came out of other Countries. 

In the © ſecond Year of the Famine, amongſt tho: 
that came to Egypt to buy Food were Joſepb's tet 
Brethren, who by their Father Jacob's Order cant 
for that Purpoſe from Canaan, where the Famine rage 
more than in Egypt, becauſe there were no Stors 
laid up there. Being come into Eg ypt they appeari 
before Zo/eph, who had the intire Diſpoſal of the Corn; 
and as ſoon as they were introduced, they *bowed thet 
Heads to the Ground before him. Fo/2ph no ſooner (t 
Eyes on them but he knew them; and having a Mind 
to terrify them, (which was but a poor Revenge fn 
what they had made him ſuffer,) and try what Effet 
ſome little Severity or Threat would have, to brit 
them to a Senſe of their unnatural Dealing with hin 
uſing an Interpreter to avoid Suſpicion, he rough) 
asked them whence they came. They anſwer'd, Fron 
the Land of Canaan to buy Proviſions. He replied 


2 Manaſſch. Which ſignifies Forget= e Second. See Gen, xiv. 11. 
ing > For, ſaid he, God hath made vie d Bowed. Here was a Completion? Sol 
Jorget all my Tail, and my Father's Houſe, the firſt of Foſeph's Dreams which 5 

Ephraim, This fignifies Frnit ful: dreamed, progno cating his fururecnt 
For, ſaid he, God hath canſed me to be neſs, which now begun to be fulfilled 


Jrairful in my Afﬀiidion. the! 


4 
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they were Spies, and came to make Diſcovery of the 9 
ENakedneſs of the Country. They aſſure him they 9 


be came upon no ſuch Deſign, but only to buy Corn; 
" that they were no Enemies, nor had any Thoughts of 
0. 


doing Harm: That they were all one Man's Sons, 


me that had been twelve formerly, whereof the youngeſt 
vas with their F ather, the next to him dead. But Jo- 
E. ſeoh repeating the Charge upon them, tells them th 

gare Spies: To try them, he would put it upon this 
rech ue; © Ve ſay ye have a | goo. Brother; agree 
ml 77 upon one of you to go and fetch him, and ye 1hall 
ou be kept in Priſon the mean Time, that I may be 
oh K fatisfied whether what you ſay be true; otherwiſe, 
0 


as ſure as f Pharaoh lives, I ſhall look upon you as 
Spies.“ Then putting them into ſafe Cuſtody for 
three Days, in which Time they might conſult what 
gras beſt to be done, on the third Day he commands them 
to be brought before him, and turning to them with 


0 Wn Air of Tenderneſs, tells them that he feared God, 
2" {end therefore would act juſtly by them; and being un- 
. Piling that their Families ſhould ſuffer for their Faults, 
ear 


er that they ſhould ſuffer if they were innocent, there- 
pore, (ſays he) do this to ſave your Lives: “ If ye be 
true Men, let one of your Brethren be bound in 
F Priſon, and go ye, carry Corn to prevent the fa- 


We miſhing of your Families: But be ſure to bring your 
e youngeſt Brother unto me; ſo ſhall you be juſtified 
sf for honeſt Men, and your Lives be preſerved. 

bi Not knowing how to help themſelves, and not dar- 
* I's to expoſtulate with one ſo much their Supert- 
25 h and in whoſe Power they were, they unanimouſly 


| © That, Ge, By this they ſuggeſted the ing among them, had learn'd ſome of 


p probability of their being Spies, be- 
"s all Brethren the Sons of one Man, 
ce no Man in his right Wits would ſend 
"Dy and all of his own Family, upon 
"- gerous and capital an Enterprize. 

| Pharach, The Eg yptians being Ido- 
ders and uſing to ſwear by the Life of 


den King, ſome think that Joſeph liv- 


their Corruprions; and this is the rather 
believed, becauſe it is render'd By the 
Life of Pharaoh: From which Charge oi 
Swearing Biſhop Sanderſon defends Jo- 
ſeph, Preled?. 5. Seck. 2 Some will have 
it a Prayer for his Life, &c. But in it · 
ſelf ir looks more like a vehement Ob- 
teſtation than an Oath, 

agreed. 
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110 A Compleat Hiſtory Book! 
agreed. But at the ſame Time their own Neceſſity 
put them in Mind of the fad Condition of their pogr 
Brother Joſeph, who, forought they knew, mighthe 
dead, or under ſome miſerable Circumſtance of Life 
prong one another, they cry'd, * Juſtly do we 
« nov ſuffer for our Cruelty to our Brother, to whon# 
C we refuſed Mercy, though he begged it in the An. 
&« guiſh of his Soul: Therefore God is juſt in ſending WW 
« this Diſtreſs upon us.” Hereupon Reuben, that d. 
ſuaded them from murdering Joſeph, and adviſed then 
to put him into the Pit, that he might find ſome Wy 
of preſerving him, “ Aye, ſays he, did not I intret 
« you not to commit that Crime againſt our Brother! 
& Sce, now his Blood is required of us. 

Foſeph, as has been ſaid, ſpoke to them by an Inter. 
preter, who muſt be ſuppoſed abſent now, becauk 
he heard and underſtood their Diſcourſe, they ſpeak: 
ing freely to one another before him, becauſe they 
thought he did not underſtand them: But their Word 
ſo affected him, to ſee them in this Diftreſs, (though 
but a ſham one,) that he was forced to withdraw tor 
a While to give vent to his Tears: After which rt 
turning, and by his r e converſing with then 
he took Simeon, and cauſing him to be bound in thet 
Sight, he ſet the reſt at Liberty, who having thel 
Sacks by his Order filled with Corn, and Proviſo 
given them for their Journey, they loaded their Alle 
and departed. N 

When they came to their Inn the firſt Night, ol 
of them opening his Sack to give his Aſs Provence) 


ſpied his Money in the Mouth of his Sack, (for /M. t 
ſeph had ordered his Steward to put every Man's Mor | b 
ney into his Sack again.) Being ſurpriz'd at this, fe n 
tells the reſt what had happen'd to him; who {cc s 


the Money, looked confuledly one on the other, and 
the Senſe of their Guilt concerning Joſeph haunti! 
them, they looked upon this as an additional Jug 
ment of God upon them, | * 

; ein 
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Being arrived in Canaan, they gave their Father an 
Account of their Journey, relating the Treatment they 


received from the Viceroy of Egypt z how he had ſu- 
ſpected them to be Spies, of which they had no Way 
to clear themſelves but by leaving Simeon bound in 
priſon as a Pledge till they ſhould bring Benjamin, to 
ſhew that what they had told him of their Family was 
true. This News was very ungrateful to Jacob, which 


5 vas much increaſed when, upon the opening of their 
en ccks, they found * Man's Money in his Sack; 
v bor they feared that when they ſhould have cleared 


themſelves of being Spies, this might afford new Mat- 
ker of Accuſation. Upon which the poor afflicted 
Father breaks into this Complaint, crying, Le have 


* deprived me of my Children: 7oſeph is dead, and 


* E Simeon is loſt to me; and now ye will take my Darl- 
ing Benjamin away too. Theſe Things are hard 
they upon me.” Reuben, thinking to perſuade his Fa- 
ors ber to conſent to part with Benjamin, deſired him to 
Ml ommit him to his Care, ingaging to bring him ſafe 
to him again; © Which if Ido not, /aid he, ſlay s two 


K of my Sons. 


* This unnatural Pledge carried but little aſs in 
then wich Jacob, for he was eaſily ſenſible how ſad a Re- 
thelompence it would be to him, for the Loſs of his Son 
vlog Kill two of his Grandſons: So that this 1 
Ae tead of allaying did but aggravate his Grief, and 


made him reſolve not to truſt Begjamin with them: 
For, /aid he, his Brother Fo/eph (his only Brother 


45 by the Mother) is dead, (for ſo he and they all 
or Jt 1 thought, ) and he is left alone; and if any Miſchief 


* befall him by the Way, then will ye bring down 
my Grey Hairs with Sorrow. to the Grave. 

(ci In theſe Sorts of Debates they ſpent the Time till 
leceſſity put them in Mind of returning to Eg ypt - 


i Te Reuben at this Time had four went down afterwards with Jacob into 
Ms, 3s 2ppears trom Gen. xlyi. 9. which Er zyt. 
Tor 
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viſion they had brought 
der'd his Sons to repair to Egypt again, taking no No. 


4 tell him ye had another Brother?“ They in Excul 


c and whether we had another Brother: Beſides, coul 


begin to wave in his Reſolution, reiterates the Necd 
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xx A Compleat Hiflory Bool 
For the Famine e every Day, and the Pro. 
eing near ſpent, Jacob or 


tice of the Obligation the Viceroy had laid upon them 
not to ſee his Face again without their Brother Zi 


jamin. His Sons knew *twas in vain for them to gy 


without him; and how to perſuade their Father v 
part with him was hitherto an inſuperable Difficult, 


Reuben had tried his Skill to no Purpoſe before, all hy 
Rhetorick and Arguments proving ineffectual to mo 
the Patriarch to a r= therefore Judah accoivi 
him in ſomewhat a rougher Manner, and in very ſho: 
and down-right Terms urges the Neceſſity of carr: 1 


ing Benjamin with them, “ h It is in vain, ſays he, fu 
us to go; for the Viceroy ſolemnly proteſted tha 
Ve ſhould ſee his Face no more, except we brought 
& our Brother with us.” This put poor Jacob to: 
great Straight, and drew from him a freſh Complaint: 
„Why, /ays he, did ye deal ſo unkindly by me, au 


anſwer'd, © He examined us fo ſtrictly of our Fam) 
4 and Condition we could not avoid it; for he inquir 
& ed particularly whether our Father was yet alive; 


c we expect that he ſhould oblige us to bring out 
Brother with us?” Judah obſerving his Father t 


ſity of their Return, and preſſes his Father to con{cnſ:- 
ſaying, „Send the Child with me, and we will g 
that we may live, and not periſh by Famine. 

« will be Surety for him, and at my Hand ſhait tho 
& require him: If I bring him not ſafe again, thenk 
c me bear the Blame for ever. 1 7 


h Ie #5, c. Our Engliſh, and ſome to a Parent; Wherefore Junins {off 
Latin Verſions, as likewiſe the FCeptua- the Expreſſion, Nie cannot go N 
iut, render this very harſhly, and make our Brother, unleſs we violate ol f. 
Judah very bluntly and irreverently tell miſe, and hazard the Diſpleaſure of 8 
his Father they will net go without Benja- Vicerey. 
min, which is very indecent from a Son | 


. 
5 
5 


Book I. of zbe Holy Bible. 113 
At laſt Fondneſs ſubmits to Neceſſity, which drew 
the good old Patriarch into a Compliance more than all 


W N 
No their Reaſons and Importunities. “ Since there is 
em no Remedy, /aid he, take ſome of the beſt Fruits, 
3% and carry the Man a i Preſent, ſome Turpentine, 
90 e ſome Dates, ſome Storax, Laudanum, c. Take 
e with you alſo k double Money, and the Money that 
vas brought back in your Sacks, perhaps it was an 
1 1M Over-ſight, and take your Brother Benjamin; and 
nora Almighty God incline the Viceroy to be favourable 
cole to you that he may ſend back your other Brother and 
hot Benjamin.” Then taking Leave of them, he faid, 
am: If 1 be depriv'd of my Children, I am depriv'd.” 
„u bus quietly ſubmitting all to the Diſpoſal of Provi- 
tha ence, he diſmiſs'd them; who, having their Brother 
wolWB1/9217, double Money, and a Preſent to appeaſe the 
to ugry Governor with, go on cheerfully, and hope to 
lan Wyppear with ſome Credit and Aſſurance before him. 
ul Being come into Eg, they appeared before Fo/eph, 
x cui ho ſeeing them, and Benjamin in their Company, bad 
ami I Preſent, The verſions have ill ex- And J. B. Urſin has proved that the 
Nquil ed the Preſent which Jacob ſent to Hebrew Word Loth fignifies Laudanum. 

. „cp, Gen. xliii. 11. Carry down the The Verſions likewiſe confound the 
ale a Preſent, a little Balm, and a little Honey with the Dates, becauſe the He- 
could”: ices Cc. For the Text evident= brew expreſſes both by the ſame Name. 
peaks of Fruit, and ſuch things as Some perhaps may wonder that ſuch 
8 daß taken from Trees; and the Balm things as this Preſent was made up of 
her tu { not grow in Judea, but on this fide could be had in ſo great a Famine: But 
eg, near Engeddi and Jericho, and let them conſider that this was but the 
Necc on the other fide in the Country ſecond Year of the ſeven, and theſe 

fon Gilead, where Jacob was then, as things not being uſed for common Food, 
Omen n Hiſtorians relate. Beſides, the there might, ſome ſmall Quantity of 

vill was unknown in Judea before the old Stock remain. 
do boys of Solomon, in which the “ Double Money. It's ſtrange that 
ne. ten of Sheba brought it thither from ſome ſhonld take this double Money to 
t thol ig Felix, as Foſephus affirms. be order'd by Jacob to make amends for 
N It is evident that the Hebrew Word the Money that they brought back in 
chenk auß ſignifies ſome particular Drug, their Sacks; whereas the very next 
e compare Gen, xxxvii. 25. With Words in the Text clear that, mention- 
* Text, Gen. xxxiv. 11. And ſince ing the Money found in their Sacks. 
Ttorax is very common in Syria, This double Money then muſt be order'd 
„ (oft ace the Arabians tranſport it elſe- by Jacob upon Conſideration that as the 
mt re "Ie, it is probable that Aquila had Famine increaſed, the Price of Proviſi- 
0 % "01 to render this Term by that of ons would likewiſe be advanced; and 
Ae 1 Var, as Bochart has prov'd at large. therefore he order'd them co take the 

3 


Is alſo that the Word Seri can- more Money that they might not be 
2 Balm, but only Rofin or diſappointed, 
i . as ſeveral have render'd it. 


LYOL, I. 1 his 


114 A Compleat Hiſlory Book] 
his Steward to bring them into the Houſe, and pr 
for their Entertainment, for they ſhould dine with n. 
The Steward obeyed, and conducted them in. Th 
put them into a new Fright, not knowing the Honour 
that was intended them; and therefore conferring to- 
_ gether, they concluded it was upon the Account ofthe 
5 they had found in their Sacks, and that they 
ſhould be made Slaves upon that Pretence; to prevent 
which, as they thought, they immediately applied 
themſelves to the Steward, telling him they had found 
that Money in their Sacks, which they had brought « 
ain, with more to buy what they wanted. Th 
teward bid them fear nothing; for it was their God, 
and the God of their Fathers, who had put that Tres 
ſure into their Sacks; for he had received their Mo- 
ney, and was fatisfied, and finding them ſomewha 
dejected, to comfort them he brought forth ther 
Brother Simeon to them, and gave Order for W aterto 
watch their Feet, and that Provender ſhould be gira 
to their Aſſes. | 
And now being informed that they were to din 
with the Viceroy, they got their Preſent ready again 
he came; which he ſoon did, and they offered hin 
their Preſent with the moſt ſubmiſſive Proſtration 
Joſeph ſaluted them in a friendly manner, and askd 
them how their Father did, the old Man they hi 
told him of, whether he was {till alive? They at 
ſwer'd him, „Thy Servant, our Father is ſtill ain 
« and well:” And they ! bowed low. Foſeph {po 
to his Brethren in general, but his Eyes were chief 
imployed in ſurveying his Brother Benjamin, who Wi 
moſt dear to him of any of them; therefore very fn 
larly addrefling himſelf to them concerning him, 
asked, © Is this your younger Brother, whom ji 
“ mentioned?” And not waiting for an Anſwer, 


1 Bowed, In this Action of theirs, no Gen. xxxvii. 7. wherein their dle 


Doubt Foſeph could not but obſerve the made Mdeifance to his. {1 
Accompliſhment of his firſt Dream, 8 
5 th 


the Tables are ſpread. 


0d, gere to dine in his Company, by themſelves, becauſe the 
re pins difdain'd to cat with ſuch inferior People as 
Mo- epherds, for ſuch the Zebrews were. The eleven 
whit rethren being placed in their Seats according to the 
the act Order of their Births, could not forbear admiring 
terug the ® Strangeneſs of the thing. However, being 
g1\cindly entertain'd, (for Fo/eph ſent to cach of them 

eir Meſs from his Table, but to Benjamin he ſent a 
> cines five Times as much as any of theirs) they drank 
igainl rely, and were merry with him. | 
d hig Things ſucceeding thus happily beyond the Expecta- 
ration of Jacob's Sons, they might reaſonably conclude 
abe Dangers and Storms of Calamity over: But, alas! 
cy 1 ſharpeſt Trial is yet to come: Their hard Hearts, 
xy 


Sranpeneſs, The Reaſon of the 
ens marvelling one at another 


n 


Peng expreſſed, leaves it uncertain 
der they maryelled at the Manner 
Order of the Entertainment, or 
det not being placed by themſelves, 


Book IJ. of zhe Holy Bible. 
thus kindly ſalutes him, © God be gracious to thee 
„my Son.” Joſeph's Affection ſhew'd it ſelf in his 
1 WE yes, which forced him to withdraw, that he might 
out N pot yet diſcover himſelf; therefore retiring haſtily to 
to- Whis Chamber, he there gave his Paſſion Vent in a Flood 
Jof Tears; which as ſoon as he had dried up, and waſh- 
&d his Face, that it might not be obſerved he had wept, 
e returned very cheerfully into the Room to them, 
ring Order for Dinner to b 


nich could not be moved at the Anguith of Joſeph's 
ul, muſt be afflicted ſtill more. And tho' Joſeph for 
* Sake of his Brother Benjamin longed to diſ- 
er himſelf, yet he delay'd to do it for ſome time, 
he had put them into another Fright, to take an 
cent Revenge on them for their cruel Uſage of 
which he put in Execution thus: He ordered his 


as ſome think, but by Joſeph, or his 
Servan:'s by his Appointment , they 
marvelled how he came to underſtand 
the Order of their Ages, to diſpoſe them 
ſo rightly in weir due Ranks. 


Iz Steward 


117 


c brought in. Immediate- 
7oſeph, by reaſon of his Dig- 
ſity, far by himſelt; for his Brethren there was Provi- 
fon made by themſelves; and for the Egyptians, who 
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116 A Compleat Hiſtory Book, 
Steward to fill their Sacks with Corn, and to put the 
Money into every Man's Sack ; but in the youngeſt 
Sack to put the Silver Cup he uſed to drink out of 
This done, the next Morning early they ſet home- 
ward; but they were not gone far, when oſeph, cal. 
ing his Steward, bad him perſue them, and charge then 
with ſtealing his Cup. He ſoon overtook them; and 
firſt reproaching them for their Ingratitude, he then de- 
mands the Cup. They knowing their Innocence, ſeem- 
ed not affected with the Charge, but, as an Argumen WW 
of their Probity and juſt Dealing, they reminded him WW 
their bringing back the Money which they found n 
their Sacks. But to put the Matter out of all Doubt, 
in Confidence of their Innocency, they offered to {tan 
a Search under the ſevereſt Penalties ; * With whom 
& ſoever of thy Servants, /ay they, it ſhall be found, IM 
& him die, and we alſo will be my Lord's n Bondmen." 
The Steward took them at their Word, but with thi 
ian pgs that only he on whom the Cup ſhould bt 
found ſhould be his Servant, and the reſt be blameleb 
Then every one unloaded his Beaſt, and as they openc 
the Sacks he ſearched them, beginning at the cldeli 
and ſo going on to the youngeſt, found the Cup n 
Benjamin's Sack. Here was a plain Conviction, andy 
no body guilty : The poor Youth on whom it was take 
was ſtruck with Horror and Amazement; it was to 1 
Purpoſe to offer at a Defence, for upon ſuch Demon 
{tration none would believe him: Beſides, by mutui 


n Bondmen. The Scripture ſometimes 
gives the Name of Children not only 
to thoſe who are in Childhood, bur like- 
wiſe toPerſons who are fimple and in- 
nocent, and whole Sincerity has not 
been corrupted by the Malice of the 
World, as in Mat. xi. 25. and in 1Foby 
11. 12, 14. It likewiſe gives the Name 

of Son to thoſe who are moſt in Eſteem, 
2s in Gen. xliii. 39. And the Name 
of Children to Slaves and Servants, as 
St. Auguſiin hath obſerved on theſe 


Words, and we will be the Children of 


my Lordy Gen. xliv. 9. which che Geneva 


Verſion and ours have very well it 
der'd, and we alſo will be my Lot 
Bondmen, And likewiſe where © 
Original ſays, Our Father thy C 
well, Gen. xliii. 28. theſe two Vella 
have very well rendered it, 7% Sees 
our Father is in good Health, For 0 
Quality of Children could neither 4 
to Jacob or his Sons upon that Oc 
on. The Latins did alſo uſe the V0 
Pner often in tbe ſame Senſe; 2%, 
manifeſtly ſo taken in ſome other! 
of Scriprure, 
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the Agreement between them and the Steward, Benjamin's 
etz Lite was forteited, at leaſt his Liberty. Their Grief 
of and Deſpair ſhew'd it ſelf in their rending their Cloths, 
me · ¶ and not knowing what to ſay to palliate or excuſe the 
call- Fact, they ſilently load their Aſſes, and in a mournful 
hen Manner return to the City. | | 

and WW Joſeph ſtay d at home impatiently expecting their 
1de- coming, who no ſooner cnter'd into his Preſence but 
they fell to the Ground in a moſt ſorrowful Submiſſi- 
on: And before they could offer the leaſt Defence or 
Excuſe for themſelves Joſeph ſternly accoſts them, 


d 1 Wſiying, „What is this ye have done? Could you 
"ub, WW imagine ye ſhould paſs undiſcover'd?”” In the midſt 
ſtand of this great Conſternation and Fear, Judah proſtrat- 
10: ing himſelf in a pitiful Manner cries out, © We have 
d, nothing to ſay for our ſelves: God hath found out 
1en. our Sins, and we muſt remain Slaves with him in 


h thi 
ld be 
1elels 
pencl 
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nd yet 
taken 
to 10 
mon 
nutua 


F whoſe Sack the Cup was found. Not ſo, faid 
* 7o/eph, God forbid I ſhould do ſuch an Injuſtice : 
He only who ſtole the Cup ſhall be my Slave; but 
* 25 ſor the reſt of you, return home to your Father. 

Judah finding the Viceroy begin to melt, took the 
reedom to approach a little nearer, and ina very mo- 
ng Speech repeated the whole Caſe between them and 
er Father, in Relation to their bringing Benjamin in- 
Egypt, to take off the Suſpicion of their being Spies: 
hen paſſionately deſcribing the melancholy Condition 
their Father for the Loſs of his Son Joſeph; the ex- 
gram Fondneſs he had for his Son Benjamin; the Diffi- 


nat they had to prevail with their Father to truſt his 
hr 3 : : Po d 
here „ eloved Benjamin with them, ſo that himſelf was force 

become Security for the fate Return of his Brother; 
„ 0 that ſince his Father's Life was wrapt up in the Lad, 


For d 
ther 9% 
hat Ocau 
the WO 
J and" 
cher Plat 


they ſhould return without him it would occaſion his 
Path, and they ſhould draw the Curſe upon themſelves 
bringing their Father's grey Heirs with Sorrow to 
e Grave; concluded his Speech with this Petition, 
Now therefore, I beſeech my Lord, let me thy Ser- 
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and therefore cauſing all others to withdraw, that h 


The Name of Joſeph rouzed the Senſe of their Guilt, 


Brother Joſeph, whom they fold; and tho' he h 
_ acted with the Auſterity of a Viceroy, he ſtill retain 


Were are trequent Inſtances an kply gine more properly, 4s 4 Father, 


118 A Compleat Hiſlory Bool 
cc vant abide here a Slave inſtead of the Lad, and let hin 
ce go up with his Brethren for how ſhall I ſee my Fl 
cc ther without him? FJo/eph was ſo ſenſibly touch! 
with this moving Harangue of Judab's, that he coul 
no longer act the majeſtick Part of Viceray and judge; 


might with more affectionate Freedom diſcover hin 
{el}, breaking forth into a loud Weeping, he cricdy 
his Brethren, © Tam Jo/eph, doth my Father yet live! 


which the Dread of the Power he had now to reveny! 
himſelf on them did not a little contribute; ſo that 
this terrible Confuſion they were not able to anſyt 
him. 

Now ſtruggling Nature appeared more plainly in) 
feph*s Eyes and Voice; for 3 the Diſorder 
his Brethren, in a compaſſionate Accent he bids the 
come near him, and aſſures them he was their ver 


the Tenderneſs of a Brother; and to mitigate the h 
membrance of their Cruelty towards him, he bi 
them no longer afflict W with the Thoughts 
it, for it was all » God's Doing, who permitte the 
ſo to diſpoſe of him for their Preſervation : God, ſai 
« He nt me hither before you, to preſerve you 
$: Pofterity in the Earth, and to fave your Lives h 
« great Deliverance. Yeought therefore to becc 
& yinced that it was not you that ſent me hither, 
God; who, by the various Diſpenſations of his Fr 
4 yidence hath brought me to this Dignity and Fo! 
& here, that I may be an Inſtrument of preſerving! 
* Family of the Faithful. For this End hath God m 
% me as a? Father to Pharaoh and his People, that by 
* Council and Care ] might preſerys them z ther 


© God's Deing. Though God deteſts Scripture beſides this. 
Sig; yet he ofcen turns the Wickedneſs Faber. Our Verſions render 
of Man to ſerve his Glory : Of which abſolutely; but the Latin and the df 
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J of ops maketh himſelf known to his brethren. 
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BOOK I. of zhe Holy Bible. 119 
am I made Lord of the King's Houſe, and Chief 
Ruler over all the Land of Eg ypr.” Then he pro- 
poſes the fetching of his Father, with the whole Fa- 
Emily of /rael, from Canaan to Egypt; bidding them 
deliver this Meſſage to him, & God hath made me Lord 
of all Egypt, therefore deter not coming; for I will 
provide 4 Gen for the Place of thy Habitation, and 
there will J nouriſh thee and thy Family, left they 
come to want.” And that they might not *doubt 
that he was indeed their Brother Jep, he told them, 
FE Your Eyes ſee and the Eyes of my Brother Benjamin, 
(whom my Father will eſpecially regard,) that it is! 
my ſelf that ſpeak to you. And to comfort my Fa- 
# ther, tell him of my Glory here, and all chat you 
e have ſeen z and make haſte to conduct him hither.” 
Then taking Benjamin in his Arms, they wept for Joy; 

and, as a Seal of Pardon for all Offences, he tenderly 

imbraced and kiſſed them ſeverally, and wept over them. 

:/eph's kind Carriage and Reconciliation having diſ- 

pclled their Fears and Apprehenſions of the ſevere 

Reſentment they might juſtly have expected from him, 

ticy took Heart, and converſed familiarly with him. 

| The Report of the Arrival of n Brethren ſoon 
Ipread in Pharaoh's Court, which, for the great Reſpect 
had to Joſeph, was very agreeable to the King and all 
bout him; who immediately orders Joſeph to fend his 
brethren to conduct his Father, and all that belonged to 
pin, into Eg ypt, where he ſhould ſhare of the beſt 
puring the Famine, of which there were five Years to 
tome. Joſeph gladly obeys, and accordingly provides 
LaTages and Food for their Journey. But fora Preſent 


4 3 Counſellor, or Moderator; 
o Joſeph by his Wiſdom had all the 
em of Egypt, and Family of Pha- 
committed ro his Care, and there- 
e might juſtly be called Father of the 
nedom under the King. Thus Ha- 
5 in Eſth. xili. 6. called a ſecond Fa- 
0 er which was reckoned 
55 Title of Honour and Dignity in 
K Gi of Tyre, Eg ypt, and Perſia. 

cen. This was the fruitfuleſt Part 


14 


of all Egypt, eſpecially for Paſturage; 
and therefore the moſt commodious for 
them who were brought up Shepherds, 
and the ſhorteſt Journey for him to make, 


as being neareſt Canaan, 


r Doubt. Foſeph having before ſpoken 
to them by an Interpreter, he bids them 
obſerve that now he ſpoke to them in the 
Hebrew Tongue, they might the better be 
aſſured that it was he their Brother that 


had hitherto converſed with them. 
es 


Joſeph having diſmiſſed his Brethren, they make t 0 
beſt of their Way to Canaan, where they were joytulyM: 
received by their good old Father, eſpecially upon te 
Return of his two Sons, Simeon and Benjamin, who a 
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to his Father, he ſent ten Aſſes laden with the choicef 
Daintics Egypt afforded, and ten She-Aſſes laden with 
Corn and Proviſions for him by the Way. And th: 
more to cheer his Brethren, and confirm his Love to: 
them, he gave to each of them Changes of Raiment ſi 
but to diſtinguiſh Benjamin from the reſt, he gave hin, 
three hundred Pieces of Silver, and five Changes or Suit 
of Cloths: And knowing their quarrelſome Diſpoſition ſt 
and fearing they ſhould enter into ſome Debate who vi 
molt in Fault for the Injury done to him, he lays a ſtiu 
Charge upon them not to fall out by the Way. | 


he ſcarce expected to ſee again. But when they acquaint 
ed him with 7o/eph's being alive, and the Con 
lived in, his former Grief revived, and in his Judgment 
diſtruſting the extravagant Account they gave, he hi 
like to have died: But when he ſaw the Carriages wi» 
the Preſents and Proviſions Joſeph had ſent for him, hl 
fainting Spirits, like an Oil-ſpent Lamp opportune) 
—_— revived, and in an Ecitacy of Joy hecriedolh 
* This is beyond my Expectation : My Son Joſeph yt 
ce alive! Iwill go and ſee him before I die.” Accort 
ingly he took his Journey with all that he had ; and ſtop 
| ping at ! Beerſhcba, he offered Sacrifice to the God d 
is Father //aac. Here it was God ſpake to //7aeln th 
Viſions of the Night, bidding him * not to go doi 
into t Egypt, for he would there make of him a gie 
Nation; that he would go with him, and ſurely brit 


7 Beerſheba. Here it was, where the the divine Protection and Bleſſing "9 
Lord appeared to his Father Iſaac, and him and his in the Journey he had nuf 
bleſſed him, and where his Father built undertaken. i 
an Altar, and worſhipped the Lord, Gen. * Eg pt. Though God had prom 
xxvi. 23, 244 25. But by Jacob's offer- the Land of Canaan to Iſrael's Pole] 
ing Sacrifice here, it may reaſonably be yet he perſuades him to go into 44 
ſuppoſed that fo religious a Man as he (tho* a Country where his Anceſtors 
wes, not only gave God Thanks for the been ill treated) for he would protec * 
Preſervation of his Son Foſeph, and ſafe u Bring, Cc. That is, not that 
Return of his other Sons, but implor'd ſhould live to come our of Fg?" butts 


1 


Book I. of the Holy Bible. 
him thence again, and that his beloved Foſeph ſhould 
Jacob incouraged by this Divine 


121 


aggons which 


cet 
rith there v cloſe his Eyes. 

tie promiſe left Beerſheba, and cheerfully perſues his Jour- 
eu ney towards Egypt; his Sons cur Iu them their 
ent; Litle-ones and their Wives in the \ 

hin Pharaoh had ſent to convey them. They took alſo with 
zun them their Cattle, and their Goods, which they had got- 
tion ten in Canaan, and came into Egyyt, Jacob, his Sons, 
) WY 


{tric 


(tis Body ſhould be carried from thence 


tht £10 de buried in theSepulchre of his Anceſ- 
Full tors, and that his Poſterity ſhould poſleſs 
n the te promiſed Land, from which he was 


Edeparted, For as to Iſrael's dying in 
*: pt, it's plain, that God at the Time 
Bot this Viſion told him he ſhould die there, 
m. x1vi. 4. for there Foſeph is promiſ- 
Red to cloſe his Eyes. 

8 " Cloſe. From hence Jacob might juſt- 
By infer that he ſhould die a natural 
Death, and that his Son Foſeph ſhould be 
wich him to the laſt Moment of his Life; 


rho 
aint. 
ur le 
mem 


1c hal 


S Wi bich was a great Comfort to the fond 
on old Patriarch. 

w x Daughters. This will admit of a two- 

rune) ſold Meaning: Firſt, As it was a general 


May of ſpeaking, ſuch as Sarah uſed when 


xd on aid, ho ſbonid have ſaid ro Abraham 


0 a rah ſhould have given Suck to Chil- 
sen. xxi. 7. whereas ſnhe never gave 
"COIL ck but to one Child, Iſaac. Secondly, 
4ſt op Though Jacob ſtrictly had but one Daugh- 
i which was Dinah, yet here he may be 
30d acerſtood ro ſpeak of his Daughters-in- 
Law, 
in ti ! The Names of Facob's Family, which 
) Cov: brought with him into Eg pt, are par- 


licularly expreſſed in Gen. xlvi. 8, to 25. 
ind both here and in Deut. x. 22. are com- 
Pited to be in the whole Number Three- 
rere and ten Perſons. But becauſe there 
m apparent Difference between the Ac- 
unt here, and that which is given by St. 
Plepben, As vii. 14. the one reckoning 
"venty, the other making it ſeventy-five, 
may not be unpleaſant to reconcile theſe 
ro different Accounts from the Opinion 
bla certain Learned Man. This Difficul- 
7 fays be, will be ſmall, if we ay, that 
Pe Places are not parallel: For Moſes 
nkes a Catalogue, in which, together 


FM Tach, his own Offspring only, they 


1 gen 
u blicg 

hin 
fling up 
e had 00 


| promil 
s Poſterl) 
into EKA 
xceflors 
protect bl 
jor that 


pt) but 


band his Sons Sons, his * Daughters, and his Sons 
Daughters, making in all!) ſeventy Perſons. 


that came of his Loins, are comprehend- 
ed, his Sons Wives being expreſly except- 
ed, v, 26, For which Reaſon nor only 
they who actually went into Eg pt with 
him, but Foſeph alſo, with his two Sons 

Ephraim and Manaſſeh, although they 
were in Egypt before, are contained in the 
Number Seventy; becauſe they having 
ſprung from Jacob's Loins , and taking 
their Original from the Land of Canaan, 
did live as Strangers in the Land of Egypt, 

and therefore were juſtly to be reckoned as 
if they had entered Eg ypt with Jacob. K 
ſpecial Reaſon there is alſo, why Heæron 
and Hamul, the two Grandſons of Judah 
by Phares, are put into that Number, tho® 
they were born after wards in Eg ypt, that 
they might ſupply the Place of Judab's 
two Sons, Er and Onan, who were dead 
before. But St. Stephen in his Oration 
doth not ſet forth Jacob's Genealogy; but 
declares who they were that Foſeph called 
out of the Land of Canaan into Eg ypt : 
For he called more than ſprang from 7a- 
cob's Loins. There, in the firſt Place, 
are to be ſhut out F#dah's two Grandſons 
Hezron and Hamul, and the next Place Jo- 
ſeph and his two Sons: Fndah's two 
Grandſons he could not call, becauſe they 
were not yet born: Himſelf and his Sons 

he could not call, becauſe they were in 
Eg ypt already. Thoſe five therefore, and 
then Facob, whom Sr. Stephen mentions 
by himſelf, being ſet aſide, there remain 
of Moſes's Number Seventy but Sixty four, 


viz. the eleven Brethren, one Sifter, Dinah, 


and twoand fifty Children of the Brethren ; 
to which add the eleven Wives of the ele- 
ven Brethren, whom Joſeph muſt needs 
call together with their Husbands, and 
which belonged to the Kindred, you have 
all his Kindred in threeſcore and fifteen 


Souls, 
Jacob 
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Jacob being arrived on the Borders of Egypt, di. 
patches his Son Judah before him, to receive Direct. 
ons for going to Goſhen; who ſoon returns to his F 
ther, and conducts him thither; where Joſeph with: 
Train becoming his high Station meets him, and with 

_ infinite — congratulates his happy arrival i 
a Place where he had Power to make the reſt of hö 
Life eaſy and comfortable. Here were the higheſt Fe. 
ſtacies of Filial Duty and Parental Affection expreſſel; 
Tears of Joy flowed from both Sides; and whilit J+ 
ſeph was contemplating the Divine Goodneſs that E 
bad reſtored him once more to the Sight of his age 
Father, the pious Patriarch thinking his Joy on Earl: 
compleat, deſired to live no longer, © Now, /ay:/, WW 
5 let me die, ſince I have ſeen thy Face. It 

After theſe mutual Indearments were ſomewhat over 
Joſeph propoſes to his Father and Brethren that h 
would go and acquaint the King with their Arrival 
which he was in Gratitude obliged to do, ſince the King 
had ſent for them, inſtructing them at the fame Time, 
that he would acquaint him with their Manner of Lit, 

which was in breeding and nouriſhing Cattle, that! 
he ſhould inquire of them what Occupation they wer 
bred to, they ſhould anſwer accordingly ; by which 
they would ſecure the Land of Goſben for their Ute 
where they might live and take Care of their Flocksand 
Herds by themſelves; for the Eg yptians did fo abv 
minate Shepherds, that they would not ſuffer themto 
hve er ne". amongſt them. 

Then Foſeph taking five of the moſt graceful Perſon 
of his Brethren, went and acquainted Pharoab that 
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1176 his Father and Family were arrived in Goſben, and pr it: 
Aly ſented the five he had brought with him to the King e 
10 | who treated them reſpectfully for Fo/eph's Sake; and 

1 Fl demanding what they were bred to, they, accoi* 
1 ing to their Inſtructions anſwer'd, That they wer en 
13 Shepherds, and humbly begged Leave to ſettle 8: , 
155 Coſßen. The King turning to Joſepb told him J 6 * 


ook I. of be Holy Bible. 123 
a whole Land is at thy Diſpoſal, place them in the beſt 


G. © Part of it, in Goſhen if they like that beſt; and if 
FW © there be any among them of extraordinary Skill 
chi in their Way, let them have the Care and Manage- 


vin ment of my Cattle. 
1 in Joſeph's Project thus happily ſucceeding, he introduces 
b his Father to the King, whom Jacob reverently ſalutes. 
Ee. The King graciouſly condeſcending to talk with him, 
ed: inquires his Age; who tells him he was an hundred and 
7+ thirty Years old, though his Anceſtors had lived to a 
t he greater Age. Then taking Leave of Pharoah, Joſeph 
ped placed his Father and his Brethren in Ramaſes, a City 
art aſterwards of Goſhen, which was the molt fertile Part 
of Eg 377, where he nouriſh'd them, and provided for 
them according to their Families with that Care and 
wer, Wt tenderneſs, as if they had been his Children. 
t he Good old 7/7ael and his Family being thus happily 
rival dipoſed, Fo/eph returns to his Charge. And now the 
King Femine increaſing, People from all Parts of Egypt and, 
"mc, Caraan repair to Fo/eph, who furniſhed them with Pro- 
Liz ions as long as their Money held out; by which 
nat e eans he had collected all the Money in the Land, 


werd brought it into the King's Exchequer : And when 
hic heir Money fail'd they brought their Cattle, and he 
Lei eve them Bread in Exchange for them. Thus they 
ment on till the = ſixth Year, and then the Famine 


preſſed them ſo hard, that they were forced to lay 
heir Condition before him, telling him that their 
Money was ſpent, and he having got their Cattle 


rf lady, they had now nothing left to offer him but 
; tha heir Bodies and Lands, which they beſought him in 
dry to accept, or elſe they muſt periſh. Jaſeph toox 
King dem at their Word, and in the King's Name, and 
aer his Uſe, bought all the Land of Egypt, except 
ce Land of the Priefts, who having an Allowance 
were the King, were not compell'd to part with 
va þ Lixth, This generally is tranſlated the Time that their Money failed, which was 
Te Year ; bur it muſt not be under- indeed the ſixth of the ſeven, Gen. xlvii. 


9 to be the ſecond Year of the ſeven v. 18. 


*jof Famine, put he ſecond from che their 
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124 A Compleat Hiſtor) Book 
their Poſſeſſions: But the reſt of the Eg yptians ſol 
their Eſtates; and thus the Land became intirely th: 
King's. Then 7o/eph repeating the Condition of th 
Bargain, tells them. © Behold, I have this Day bough 
c both you and your Land for Pharaoh. Now her 
cc jg Seed for you, and ye ſhall * ſow the Land. Buff 
cc upon theſe Terms ſhall ye hold your Land: Ve ſſul 
every Year give the fifth Part of your Increaſe ty 
& Pharaoh, and the other four Parts ſhall be your oy 
ce for Seed, and for Food for your ſelves and Families, 
Thus Joſeph ſettled it a ſtanding-Law all over Eg 
that Pharaoh ſhould have the fifth Part of the yearly In- 
creaſe of the Lands, except the Lands of the Prieſt 
As for the common People, Joſeph b removed then 
from the Places of their conſtant Abode to a greater Di 
ſtance, whereby they in Time knew not where to clain 
Thus the Eg yptians faved their Lives at the Lofs of ther 
EftatesandLiberties,and of Freemen becameBondmen; 
in which Condition they yet rejoiced, and gratefullyac: 
knowledged Joſeph's Care, calling him their Preſcryer: 
And to ſhew how willingly they ſubmitted to thet 
Terms, which the Sons of Liberty and Property woull 
inveigh againſt as inſupportable, to aſſure their Princy 
notwithſtanding this, of their Duty and Loyalty, th 
unanimouſly cry out to %s, &« Letus find Fayourin 
ce thy Sight [that thoſe Conditions may be ratificch 
& and we will be the King's Servants. | 
The ſeven Years of Famine were ſucceeded by pler 
tiful and ſeaſonable Years, the Earth reſuming its fo 
mer Fertility, and the whole Land abounding in al 
the uſual Productions of Nature. Twelve of thei 
Fears of Plenty Jacob lived to ſee z at the End of whit 
Nature's Lamp grew dim, and near extinguiſh'd in him 
a Sow. This being the laſt Year of one upon another's Land, but lei 
the ſeven barren Years, they might fow none upon their own, he might the bet 
in Hopes of Plenty again. confirm Pharach's Title to the _ 
Removed. This Joſe probably did, Beſides, this changing of Hoy 
with Intent that by ſo di g and un- ſhewed that wa had nothing 0 


ſett g them from their ancient Seats and own, but received all of theKing's Poul 
Deme..:s: and ſlufting them to and fro | 1 
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Book I. of the Holy Bible. me 


His decayed Spirits warn him of approaching Fate; 
and each drooping Faculty beats an Alarm to Death. 
e therefore ſends to his Son Joſeph, and fen him 


by an Oath to bury him in the Sepulchre of his Fathers, 
Which Joſeph (wears to do: Upon this Jacob bowed 
ſumſelf to God, who, beſides all his other Mercies, 
had given him a freſh Aſſurance by Zoſeph's Promiſe 
and Oath that he ſhould be carried out of Eg ypt into the 
promiſed Land. 
| Joſeph leaving his Father intirely ſatisfied in the Aſſu- 
ce he had given him, returns home; but is ſoon re- 
ald by the ſad Meſſage of his Sickneſs: W hereupon 
be took his two Sons Manaſſeh and Ephraim, and went 
o viſit him. The feeble Patriarch ſummoneth all his 
ppirits, and exerts them ſo far as to fitup in his Bed to re- 
tave his favourite Son. And when Fo/eph came near 
im, hee recounted to him the Promiſe which God had 
made to him of the Land of Canaan; God Almighty, 
* [aid he, appeared to meat Luz in the Land of Canaan, 
and bleſſed me, and ſaid unto me, Behold I will make 
* thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and will make of thee 
a Multitude of People, and will give this Land to thy 
Seed for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. Then taking Jo- 
bs two Sons into a peculiar Participation of this Pro- 
nie, he adopted them as his own immediate Offspring; 
Reuben and Simeon, ſays he, they ſhall be mine, | ſo as 
become each of them Head of a diſtinct Tribe in//rae!, 
nd to enjoy the Privilege of Primogeniture in Right of 
ar Father Joſeph, to whom the Birth-right was tranſ- 
red from Reuben, becauſe of his inceſtuous Tranigreſ- 
on againſt his Father :] But as for the Iſſue thou ſhalt 
get after them, they ſhall be thine, and ſhall be called 
the Name of their Brethren in their Inheritance. 
nd going on, he gave Joſeph a ſhort Account of the 
Kath and Burial of Rachel his Mother. | 


Accopnted, Perhaps Joſeph might not parated from his Father's Family when 
Vof this before, he having been ſe- he was but a Boy. | 
All 


2 


126 A Compleat Hiſtory Book] 
All this While that Jacob was talking with 7/0 
concerning himſelf and his Sons, he had not taken No- 
tice that Foſeph's Sons were with him, but {poke ot 
them as if they had been abſent; but turning to N 
and ſeeing ſome Body with him, though he could ng: 
well diſcern who they were, (for his Eyes being din 
with Age, and the Children ſtanding between their Fa- 
ther's Knees, he could not diſtinguith them,) he asket, 
Who are theſe? Fo/eph as pioully as directly anfwer, 
They are my Sons, whom God hath given me in chi 
Place. Then Jacob bids him bring them near him thit 
he might bleſs them: And kiſſing and imbracing then 
faid to Joſeph in a Tranſport of Joy, *I was out of 
« Hopes of ever ſeeing thy Face again, and now Got 
C hath doubled that Bleſſing; for be hath ſuffered me 
« to live to ſee thee and thy Children. 

Joſeph placing the Children according to the Order 
of their Birth, had ſet Manaſeh ſo as to receive the Ble 
ſing of his Father's Right-Hand, and Ephraim that of 

his Left, guiding his Hand at the fame Time: But //7at 
ſtretching out his Right-Hand laid it upon the Head of 
Ephraim, who was the younger, and his Left upon A. 
naſſeh's Head; and he bleſſed Joſeph in bleſſing his Chil 

dren, ſaying, © God, before whom my Father's Ain. 
« hamand Iſaac did walk, the God which fed me all m 
& Life-time to this Day, and the *Angel which redeem? 
« ed me from all Evils, bleſs the Lads: And let ny 
« e Name be named on them and the Name of my Fi- 
cc thers; and let them grow into a Multitude in tl 
« Midſt of the Earth.” Joſeph was uneaſy that l 
Father laid his Right-Hand (which carried with it ths 
Preference) on the Head of the youngeſt; and ſuppo 
vs. had been done through Inadvertency, he held i 
his Father's Hand to remove it from Ephraim's to Ms 
zaſſeh's Head, ſaying, «© Not ſo, my Father; for til 
“ is the Firſt· born, therefore put thy Right- Handup 


4 Angel. That is, Chriſt, who is cal- © Name. That is, let chem be reck0r 
ted the Angel or Meſſenger of the Co- ed into our Family, equally with be" 
venant, Mal. iii. 1. | of my Sons. 
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on his Head. But J/ael, actuated by divine Di- 


; ect on, refuſed, ſaying, © I know it, my Son, I 
Q- ; | 

now it: He alſo ſhall become a People, and ſhall 
„de great; but truly his younger Brother ſhall be 
*. greater than he, and his Poſterity ſhall become a Mul- 
n utude.“ Then adding to his former Bleſſing, he 


F.,“ In thee ſhall 1/7ael bleſs, ſaying, God make 
thee as Ephraim, and as Manaſſeh.“ Still ſetting 
ſhraim before Manaſſeb. Then finding himſelf 
ni. ow weaker, he ſaid to Fo/eph, © I am now near m 
hr End; but though I leave you, God ſhall be with you, 
and bring you again into the Land of your Fathers : 
+ of MF 4ndas forthee, my dear Foſeph, as a diſtinguiſhing 
Gol Mark of my Love, I have given thee one's Portion 
above thy Brethren, which I took out of the Hand of 
the Amorite with my Bow and with my Sword. 


rider The Converſation hitherto was private, between Ja- 
Blend 7o/eph only: Bur finding his End very near he 
* led for all his Sons together, that while he had 
Trad ength to deliver his Mind, he might take his Fare- 
ae or them; and not only diſtribute his Bleſſings 
\ Mong them, but foretel what ſhould befal them and 
Chi, er Poſterity in after-times. Then directing his Speech 
Air them ſeverally, he begins thus to the Eldeſt. 


| : 
all M ls thee, e. That lis when any of Arms? Some refer it to that A& of 5. 
deem frople of 1ſrael ſhall bleſs their Chil- meon and Levi, in deftroying the Inhabi- 
et mi u they ſhail ſay, Be thor multiplied as tarts of Shechem, Gen. xxxiv. But that 
| mm andManaſſehare multiplied. From cannot be: For, Firſt, Faceb diſavowed 
ny Fa eit was the Cuſtom in Hrael, that that Act, and blamed them for it both 


laren ſhould be brought to Men emi- then and now, Gen. xlvi. 5, 6, 7. Se- 
for Piety, that they might bleſs them, condly, Thoſe People of Shechem, whom 


lat his ray over them: Thus they brought they flew, were not Amorites, but Hi- 
«the e Children to Jeſus. But when a vites, deſcended from Hivi, the Sixth Son 
11t nz was given by Impoſition of of Canaan, Gen. x. 17, whereas the 


{ wppo: ch, if it was to a Son, he that bleſ- Amorites came from the fourth Son of 

ad, God make thee as Ephraim and Canaan, v. 16. Others take theſe Words 
aſt; if it was a Daughter, God of Jacob to be ſpoken in a prophetick 
t thee.as Sarah and Rebecca. Senſe; foretelling what he in his Poſte- 
burn. Since Jacob was ſo peace- rity ſhould do: And through Affurance 


for th „an, that he never, as we fead of, of Faith looking upon it as done, un- 
andu vl in any Martial Enterprize, it dertook to diſpoſe of a double Portion 
and up deinquir'd, How and when he took (appendant to the Birth- right of Foſeph 
be rech tion of Land, which he here on whom he had conferred the Birth - 


* Fiſeph, from the Amorite with tight, ) to be poſſeſſed by his Poſterity. 
Word and Bow, or by Force of 
Reuben, 


128 A Compleat Hiflory Book 
Reuben, thou art my Firſt-born, the Prince of ny 
Strength, and by Right of Primogeniture wert bornyy 
many Privileges and Prerogatives, in 4s 9g over 
thy Hehe: and in Power from the double Inhen. 
tance annex'd in Courſe to the Birth-right : But thc 
thou haſt forfeited by defiling thy Father's h Bed. 

i Simeon in courſe is next; but he is join'd with Le, 
for that wicked Combination between them, in ti: 
Maſſacre of Hamor and his People. Of theſe thereto 
Jacob ſays that they were Brethren in Iniquity : Inſt- 
ments of Cruelty were in their Habitations : O my Soul 
come not into their Secrets; let not my Honour be 
united to their Aſſemblies; for in their Anger they ley 

a k Man, and in their cruel Rage they !digged down! 
Wall: Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce; an 
their Wrath, for it was cruel. Thus did Jacob ſet fort 
their Offence in very aggravating Circumſtances, 1 

which he pronounces a Sentence proportionate, I wil 
m divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in 1/72el. 

Jacob, having treated his Three eldeſt Sons with font 
Severity, ſoftens his Stile, when he comes to 2 

Who 
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h Bed. When Jacob heard that Reu- 
ben had laid with Bilhabh, his Concubi- 
nary Wife, Gen. xxxv. 22. the Text ſays 
that he took no further Notice of it then; 


but now at his Death he reproaches him 
. Teverely with it, and gives it as the Reaſon 


for which he deprived him of the Privi- 
leges of Primogeniture, 

i Simeon. Renben having forfeited his 
Right of Primogeniture, it might be ex- 
peed, that itſhould have devoly'd upon 
—_— 5 Was * But . his ow” 
elty to and the Idolatry of his 
Tribe in —— rnd Numb, 


- XXV. the Prieſthood, which was the no- 
bler Dignity of the Primogeniture, was 


transferr d to Levi, the Third Son; and 
the Kingdom, the other Part of the Pri- 
mogeniture, to Judah. 

K Man. This is by the Figure Synech- 
cloche put for all the Inhabitants of She- 
chem. FA 

1 Digged, c. Meaning the Deſtroy- 


ing and Spoiling the City. 


m Divide. This dividing may be #4 
lied ro Simeon, whoſe Tribe had n0t1 
diſtin& Lot aſſigned them in Canaan! 
the other Tribes had; but they wet 
thruſt within the Lot of Judab jv 
xix. I, until in the Time of Hez* 
King of Judab, a Party of them (owl 
the Remainder of Amalek, and ſeit 
themſelves in their Poſſeſſions, 1 
iv. 24. were thereby divided from i 
reſt of their own Tribe. As for the Ti 
of Levi, it was ſcattered chrough al „ 
Tribes; having no peculiar Lot or dt 
of the Land as the other Tribes hl 
n Judah. His Mother Leah, Cen. n 

35. at his Birth gave him that Name 
Gratitude and Thankfulneſs to God. 1 
now his Father calls him ſo for 29 
Reaſon, alluding to the Praiſe hic 
thren ſhould give him; and that for m 
Reaſons; viz. 1. The Tribe of Ju 
was the Firſt that entred the Red-ſt18 
ter Moſes. 2. After the Deathof Jo 
the Tribe of Indaß was pitch d up 
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Book 1 . 
whoſe Name fignifying Praiſe, it led him to a high 

Encomium of him. Judah, (ſaid he) thou art he 
whom thy Brethren ſhall praiſe for thy Strength and 
Courage. Thou ſhalt put thy Enemies to Flight; 
thou ſhalt perſue them, lay hold of them, and deſtroy 
them; thy Father's Children ſhall o bow down before 
thee. And then wrapp'd up in the Contemplation of 
Fulah's Strength and Glory, he breaks forth into theſe 
Elegant Allegories; Judah is like a P Lion's Whelp. 


of he Holy Bible. 129 


From the Prey my Son thou art gone up. He ſtooped 


own, he couched as a Lion, and as an old Lion, who 


ſhall dare to rouze him? Then deſcribing the Duration 
of his Government; The Scepter (faid he) ſhall not 


Kepart from Judah, nor a Law-giver be wanting of 


his INue, till the Meſſiah come; and unto him {hall 
the gathering of the People be. Then perſuing his 


Hllegories, to ſet forth the Proſperity and Plenty of 
Padah's Tribe, and the abundant Fruitfulneſs of its 


Soil, he added, Binding his Fole unto the Vine, and 
is Aſs's Colt unto the choice Vine, He waſhed his 
arments in Wine, and his Clothes in the Blood of 

PR Signifying that Wine ſhould with them be 

v plentiful as Water. 

Jacob keeping {till in Leah's Line paſſes by /ſachar 

nd takes Zebulun; whoſe Name ſignifying Dwelling, 

e only ſays of him, that he ſhall dwel at the Haven 


eee 
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C Immander in Chief of all the other 
ide s, in their Wars, Judg. i. 3. From 
Tribe ſprang the mighty and pow- 
I ding David, his Son King Solomon, 
t weral other Kings till the Babylo- 
Captivity. 4. This Tribe waged 
* gainſt the Iſhmaelites, Idumeans, 
hr es, Arabians, and other neigh- 
— Nations. 5. From this Tribe 
dend ed Zorobabel, that commanded the 
die in their return from Babylon. 
* laſtly, from this Tribe ſprang 


* down. By this, tho' the Birth- 
wa 3 transferr'd from Reuben to Jo- 


"IC un. v. I, wath reſpe& to the | 


K | ot 


* 


double Portion: Vet that Part of the Pre- 
rogative of Primogeniture, which con- 
cerned Authority or Government over 
the reſt, is plainly conterred on Judah; 


and ſo it is explained here, 1 Chron. v. 2. 


For Judah prevailed above his Brethren, 
and of him came the chief Ruler, tho? 
the Birth-right was Joſeph's, with reſpe& 


to the Inheritance. 


P Lion's Whelp, Here are gradually de- 
ſcribed by the Lion's Age, the Three 
Degrees of the State of this Tribe of 
Judah. The firſt, its Infancy under Foſha. 
The Second, its virile State under Da- 
vid. The Third, its confirm'd State un- 
der Solomons . 
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and Kings ſhould reckon it a Dainty; which denote 
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of the Sea; and that he ſhall be an Haven for Ship, 
and his Border ſhall be unto 4 Zidon. 
Coming next to /ſachar, he compares him to: 
ſtrong Aſs couching down between two Burdens ; ſeat 
ed in a pleaſant and fertile Country; but being naty 
rally ſlothful and puſillanimous, lov'd an. inglorioy 
Eaſe more than active Liberty and Bravery. 
The good old Patriarch having gone thro? witli 
Leah's Offspring, he takes the Handmaids Sons ner, 
beginning with Dan Son of Bilbah, Rachel's Hand 
maid. Dan fignifying Judging, he ſaid, Dan fhil 
r judge his People, as one of the Tribes of 7/7 ae! thi 
is, tho? it was ſmaller, yet it ſhould bear as much A 
thority as another. That it ſhould be like a f Sm 
on the Way, or an Adder in the Path, which bi 
the Horſes Heels, and makes them throw their Rider 
Here Jacob cry'd out, * I have waited for thy San 
tion, O Lord. 
When he ſpake of Gad, alluding alſo to his Nam 
he ſaid, A Troop ſhall overcome him: But he ſh! 
overcome at laſt. By which he is thought to hai 
referred to what was afterwards perform'd by Jephthal 
who was of this u Tribe. 
Of happy Aſben he foretells, his Bread ſhall be ric 


the exuberant Richneſs of the Soil. 


q Zidon. Accordingly this Lot came Danites taking Laiſh, Ch. xviii. conim 
forth, FoſÞ. xix. 11. t I have. Modern Interpreters af" 
Judge. This was fulfilled in Sam- ridiculouſly fanciful in the Applic 
ſon; yet was no more than Tſachay did of this Text, diſtorting it to the m9 
by Tila, Jndg. x. 1. But it is ſuppoſed, travagant and contrary Meanings. T 
the Reaſon why this was ſaid of Dan, was being no Context to make it oi 
ro ſhew that the Sons of the Handmaids looks more like a recommendatoſj 
(of which Dan is the firſt named) tho* as culation on the Death- bed. But i 
born of Bond-women, they were in that ſuppoſe ſomething more than ou 
Reſpect inferior to the reſt of their Bre- impreſt the Patriarch's Spirit l 
chren, ſhould notwithſtanding obtain Time, might he not have ſome Sen 
ſome Share in the Government. Foreſight of the Miſchief the 0 
nale. This ſeems to intimate that afterwards brought upon then#" 
the Danites ſhould prevail more by Po- when having rifled Micha's Bous, 
- ticy and Stratagem, than by open Force: robb'd him of his Gods, they 
Which Samſons Dealing with the Phi- open Idolatry ? Jadg. xvili. 
Fiſtines, Judg. xiv, and xv. Ch. and the 2 Tribe, See Fudge xi. 
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| » Naphtali (ſays he) ſhall be like a Tree having 
Grafts, ſhooting out pleaſant Branches in its Genera- 
hon. | | 

And now he comes to his beloved Fo/eph, on whom he 
kpatiates very largely, thinking he cannot ſay enough 
f him. Toſeph (lays he) is like a fruitful Bough of a 
re planted near a Spring, whoſe * Branches run 
ver the Wall. And having thus ſet forth his future 


rreatneſs in his Poſterity, he looks back and recollects 
s paſt Troubles. The Archers (ſaid he) have ſorely 


" Naphtals, The Verſions do general- Egypt, Gen, xlvi. 24. which in leſs than 
confound the Animals that the Scrip- 215 Years produced more than Fifty 
te ſpeaks of, or transform them into Thouſand, Nm. i. 42.) or upon the Ac- 
her Things, and ſometimes Trees or count of the Fruitfulneſs of the Country 
nts into Animals. Thus here in Which fell to their Lot, which M«ſes 
v. xlix. 21. they make Jacob, prophe- and Foſephns repreſent as the Richeſt of 
"got the Tribe of Naphtali, ſay, Naph- all Judea. And it is thus that the Sep- 
i 11a Hind let looſe, he giveth goodly tuagint, the Chaldee Paraphraſe, and the 
rd, Interpreters differ in nothing ſo Arabick Verſion which Bochart conſulted 
Ich as this, even thoſe that are for it, in Sweden, do tranſlate the Words, with- 
founding their own Opinion; for out following the Pointing of che Ma- 
x would ſeem to juſtify it by apply- ſorets; which has often corrupted the 
0 Barak, and cite the Song upon Meaning of the Text, and has given Oc- 
Victory over Siſera in Defence of ir, caſion to modern Interpreters to tranſlate 
ich is very wide from the Purpoſe, this Verſe after a Manner Which makes 
It Song being compos'd by the Pro- the ſecond Part of this Oracle to have 
cteſs Deborab. Belides, as to the Gift no relation to the Firſt, and ſuppoſes the 
loquence, which they ſuppoſe given Hinds were let looſe after they were 
this Tribe, we do not find it any where taken, contrary to the Cuſtom of Hun- 
irded, that Naphtali or his Poſterity ters. | : 
je been more eloquent than the other * Branches. By this rhetorical Ampli- 
bes, nor that there was ever any School fication Jacob ſers forth the Strength of 
amous City, or any Prophet of that Foſeph's Family, and the large Extent 
ide; not to mention, that the Galile- of his twofold Tribe, Ephraim and Ma- 
whoſe Country was made a Part of naſſeh, which at the firſt numbering of 
Tribe, who were ſo clowniſh and the Tribes yielded of Men able to go 
jouſh'd, that thoſe of Ieruſalem could forth to War Threeſcore and twelve thou- 

indure their Gibberiſh, There are ſand and ſeven hundred Men, (Numb. i.) 
ſy Fables produc'd to juſtify this ver- And at the ſecond Numbering, Four- 
But ſince neither Moſes, nor any of ſcore and five thouſand and two hun- 
Prophets have ſpoken of this, it falls dred, (Numb. xxvi.) far exceeding any 
elf; which made the learned Bochart other Tribe. 
ate the Words of the Original thus, Y Archers. Amonreſt theſe Archers, 
Atali ſhall be like a Tree having Grafts his Brethren may undoubredly claim the 
ont pleaſant Branches. This firſt Place: For they are exprelly ſaid to 
Is do be moſt rational and natural, have hated him, Gen. xxxvii. 4. and ro 
ly from the Words, but from the have increaſed their Hatred to him, v. 
e; if we conſider, that Jacob com- 5, 8. to have conſpired his Death, v. 
8 this Tribe to a Tree, as he does 18. and afterwards to have fold him, v. 
& 7oſeph in the following Verſe; 28. Next to them hislewd Miſtreſs, and, 
* 800d Men are often compared to by her Means, his jealous Maſter Poti- 
* Pſ. i, 3. and xcii, 12. either phay, may be reckoned amongſt thoſe Ar- 
due of their Fruitfulneſs, (Naphtali chers that ſorely grieved him. | 
ab drought but Four Children to | g 

| =. grieved 
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132 A Compleat Hiſtory Book! 
rieved him, and ſhot at him and hated him: But hi 
Row abode ſtrong, and his Hands and Arms wer 
made ſtrong by the Hands of the mighty God of 7 
cob : From thence is the Shepherd, the : Stone «i 
Iſrael. To which thou wert advanced by the God «fi 
thy Father, who ſhall help thee, _— the Almight, 
who ſhall bleſs thee with the Bleſhngs of Heaye 
above, Bleſſings of the Deep that lieth under, Ble. 
ſings of the Breaſts, and of the Womb. Then ad 
ding, The Bleſſings of thy Father have prevailed abo 
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the Bleſſings of my Progenitors, unto the utmo 
Bounds of the b eyerlaſting Hills: And then to cen 
them all in Joſeph, he ſays, They ſhall be on the Hei 

wa of him that was ſep! 


of Joſeph, and on the 
rated from his Brethren. 


Jacob concludes with Benjamin his youngeſt Son, d 
whom he ſaid, Benjamin ſhall be ravenous as a Wolt 
In the Morning he ſhall deyour the Prey, and at Nigi 
he ſhall divide the Spoil. In which Words he as art 
as briefly foretells the fierce and cruel Nature of thi 
Tribe, exemplified, amongſt other Inſtances, in th 
of the © Levite's Concubine. | 

The good old Patriarch, having delivered himl: 
thus to his Sons, gives them his Blefling, not accort 
ing to his own natural Affection or Inclination, bu 
according to the divine Direction then given him; al 


* Stone. So the laſt Engliſh Tranſla- 
tion has it, making the Shepherd and 
Stone ſynonymous. * That of 161a. reads 
it, of whem was the Feeder appointed 
by the Stone of Iſrael; taking the Stone 
ro beChriſt, and the Shepherd or Feeder 
appointed by him to be Foſeph. Bur 
Tremellius and Junius make Foſeph to be 
both the Shepherd and the Stone, viz. 
of Refuge to Iſrael. There is an Ellipfes, 
or Defect in the Sentence; which In- 
rerpreters 12 „as they think beſt. 
However it be taken, undoubtedly Ja- 
— cab had a Regard to Foſeph's conſtant re- 

biting the Aſſaults of his Miſtreſs, and 
patiently bearing the Severity of his Maſ- 
ter, likewite to his raking Care of 


and feeding both Iſrael and the Hf 
ans, and others, as a Shepherd provid 
for his Flock. 

2 Bleſſings. Theſe were Terms 0 
prehenſive of all outward Bleſlings 

b Everlaſting Hills. Which is 315 
of Duration commonly uſed in 50 
ture: But Deut. xxxili. 15. ſeems be 
plain this Text more directly n. 
Moſes repeating this very Bleſting ©. 
cob on Foſeph, does not ſeem {0 __ 
regard the Compariſon of Hills In l 
of Duration, as in Point of my 
which God more largely diſpe 
Hills and Mountains. a 

© Levite's, t, See Fudge xix. ic 
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BOOK IJ. of the Holy Bible. 133 
putting them in Mind of his Death, ſays, I am going 
to be gathered to my _— I charge you bury me 
ich my Fathers in the 

Eyhron the Hittite ; which that they might not miſ- 
uke, he further deſcribes thus; In the Cave that is in 
the Field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre in the 
Land of Canaan, which Abraham 3 with the 
Field of Ephron the Hittite; for a Poſſeſſion of a Bury- 
g- place. And to ingage them the more to perform 
bs Will in this, he tells them, There Abraham and 
Jaraß his Wife was buried; there Iſaac and d Rebecca 
bis Wife were buried; and there I buried Leah. And 
o aſſure them of their Right to that Burying- 
hace, he tells them further, That the Field and the 
Lave therein were purchaſed not only of Ephron, but 
df the Children of Heth. Having thus given his laſt 
Tlarge to his Sons concerning his Funeral, he © laid 
lis Feet on the Bed and quietly expired. = 
The Loſs of ſo good a Father muſt undoubtedly be 
try afflicting to ſo numerous a. Family, whoſe chief 
Ppport depended on the Piety of him; yet we find 
pne of Jacob's Sons that paid the laſt Demonſtrati- 
bs of filial Affection and Duty with ſo much Devo- 
bn as the pious Fo/eph. He could not ſee his aged 
wrent's Face, tho? dead, without kiſſing, and bath- 
git with his Tears. And having thus given vent 
his Paſſion, he commanded his Servants the Phyſi- 
kns to f imbalm him, which accordingly they did. 
hd when the uſual Time of Mourning was over, 
ehh intreated ſome of Pharaoh's Courtiers (for as 
Was a Mourner, it was not proper for him to ap- 


Rebecca. This is the firſt Mention f Imbalm. This being the firſt Men- 
Vebecca and Leah, with reſpect to tion we have in Story of Imbalming the 
. Death and Burial, Dead, may well countenance a Suppoſi- 
F Lad, Whilſt Jacob was prophecy- tion, that the Iſrae/ites here learning it 
ad blefling his Sons, he fat on the of the Eg yptians, and practiſing it after- 
bis Feet hanging down; but when . wards on great and ſolemn Occafions, 
bad done talking to them and taken amongſt themſelves, as in 2 Chron. xvi. 14. 
Leave of them, he gather'd his Feet and John xix. 40. it might from them 
de Bed and departed, come into uſe among Chriſtians. 
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134 A Compleat Fliſtury Bock 
pear in the Preſence) to acquaint him, that his FatheM 
juſt before his Death had obliged him by an Oath, y 
Very him in the Sepulchre of their Family in the 
Land of Canaan; and thercfore to beg Leave of th 
King for him to go and bury his Father, upon Pro 
miſe to come again. The King readily conſents, ant 
Foſeph ſets forward, attended not only with his ow 
and his Father's Family, but with the chief Officer 
of the Houſhold, and Nobility, who, to honour} 
ſeph and grace the Funeral, would bear him Comp 
ny, partaking in all the Solemnity performed to t. 
Memory of his deceaſed Father. 

After ſome Travel they came to the Threſhing 
floor of tad, where they made a Halt; and 0% 
made a ſolemn Mourning for his Father Seven Da 
together. The Canaanites who inhabited the Land 
ſeeing the Eg yptians mix themſelves in theſe Obſcquis 
were amazed, and thinking they had the greateſt Con 
cern in this Funeral Lamentation, could not forbei 
ſaying, This is a grievous Mourning to the Eg yptians: 
From whence the Name of that Place was calle 
Abe Mifraim z that is, the Mourning of the Egypt: 
ans. This Solemnity being ended they went on; and 
being come to the Field of Machpelah, which Ali 
ham had bought for a Burying-place, they buried 
cob in the Cave there: And having thus performi 
Jacob's Will, they all returned to Egypt. 

So long as Jacob lived, Joſeph's Brethren kre 
themſelves ſecure; but now their Father was deal 

their former Guilt return'd, and ſuggeſted to them 
the juſt Revenge Joſeph might take of them for th 
former Miſeries they had occaſion'd to him. Wher 
fore they conſulted together how to deprecate thei 
Offence; which they ſoon agreed upon, and mid 
their- dead Father, whoſe Memory they knew y 
very dear to pious Joſeph, their Advocate; and fra 
ing a Meſſage in Jacob's Name, they ſent it to th 
Brother in theſe Words. 'Thy Father amm U 

| 8 ero01t 


Book I. of the Holy Bible. 13 
athoWhefore he died, ſaying, © Thus ſhall ye ſay to Fo/eph : 
1, F orgive I pray thee now the Treſpaſs of thy Bre- 
te thren, and their Sin; for they did Evil unto thee 
but pardon them, not only for my ſake, but be- 
K cauſe they are the Servants of the God of thy Fa- 
ther.“ This Meſſage was artfully worded, for they, 


Haering that the ſuppoſed Requeſt of their dying Fa- 
fc ther might not be prevailing enough now he was 
read, make God their Interceſſor. But there was 


o need of ſuch moving Arguments to Joſeph's com- 
W:lionate Temper : Their Diffidence of his good Na- 
ture is as afflicting now, as their Offence was former- 


hang to him. He wept at the Delivery of the Meſſage; 
Joſt nd ſending for them, they falling down at his Feet 
Day 


In the moſt abject Manner, he tenderly diſmiſſes their 


Land ears, and comforts them: © Revenge, /ays he, be- 
Meß longs to God, and I forgive you. For tho' ye 
t Con delgn ill againſt me, yet God turned it to good, 
orbea making me thro' your Malice, an Inſtrument under 
him to fave much People alive, and you eſpecially, 
call s now is evident. Therefore fear no Hurt from 
ic, for I will protect and cheriſh you and your 
u Families.” Thus the pious Fo/eph diſmiſſed his Bre- 
Aa ren with the Aſſurance that they ſhould always find 
ed} him an affe*tionate Brother and a conſtant Friend. 
o_ Joſeph liv'd four and fifty Years after his Father's 
heath, having the Comfort of ſeeing himſelf the 
75 py Parent of a numerous Offspring in his two Sons 
deu zune and Manaſſeh to the third Generation. And 


finding himſelf near his End, he ſent for his 
for til Brethren, and ſaid thus to them: © My Death is 


de at Hand, but tho? I leave you, yet God will _— 
5 1 remember you, and bring you out of this Land, 
hes unto the Land, which he ſware he would give to 


1 fran . uren, By Brethren, we are not here be meant of the Heads of their Fa- 
thet Uderſtand the other eleven Sons of milies: For in the Scripture Diale& a} 
0 # who, except Benjamin, being all near Kinſmen go under the general Ap- 
1ded UF than bimſelf, might probably be pellation of Brethren, as Abraham. called 
befor! " moſt of them dead; but it muſt Lor, Gen. xiii. 8. and Ch. xxiv. 27. 
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oc the Poſterity of Abraham, 1ſaac and Jacob. 
charge you therefore, when God ſhall thus vij 

you, and bring you out of this Land, that ya 
& carry up my Bones with you.” This he oblige 
them to by an Oath. And Joſeph, being an Hur 
dred and ten Years old, died; and in order to per 
form their Oath, they imbalmed his Body, and key: 
it in a Coffin till the Time of their Deliverance ſhoul! 
Come. | 
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Ihe Story of JOB: 


AN 
PP END 
TO THE | 
FIRST BOOK 


OE, intending to cy on the Hiſ- 
& tory of Jacob and his Family to the End 
of their Deliverance from the Egyptian 
Bondage without Interruption, lays by 
Ecce Story of Job, which according to 
Azam Scrics of Time ſhould come in, in the 
me of the aelites Servitude, and before their Deli- 
trance: For which Reaſon I chooſe rather to inſert 
here, than to place it ſo far out of its due Courſe of 
Ime, as the Compilers of the Bible have done. 
Various have been the Conjectures concerning Job; 
agreeing in the ſame Opinion, who he was. Some 
l have him to be deſcended from Nahor the Son of 
a and Brother of Abraham Others will have him 
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the Tribes of Hrael. And that he lived after Jac, 
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to be deſcended from Eſau, and to be Jobab his Great. 
Grandſon. But the moſt probable is theirs, who ſup 
poſe him to have ſprung from Abraham by Ketura, 
his ſecond Wife. With this ſeveral Circumſtance 
concur: For Fob is ſaid to be the greateſt and mof 
conſiderable Man for Wealth of all the Inhabitants 
the Eaſt, into which Country Abraham ſent his Sons hy 
h Keturah. And amongſt the People of the Eaſt ar 
reckoned the i Midianites, deſcended from Mzdin,ſ 
one of Abraham's Sons by k Keturah. N 
Taking it for granted that this Story is ! real, wi 
will proceed to conſider the Time when he lived. Thu 
Job lived before the Law, may be gathered from his o. 
fering — in the Land where he live 
which God accepted and commanded ; which Offer 
ings were ® forbidden by the Law in any other Place 


4 


than that which the Lord ſhould chooſe in ſome one 


may be inferred from the Character given him by God, 
n That there was none like him in the Earth, for Up 
rightneſs and the Fear of God. Which large Enco 
mium could not be allowed to any, while Jacob lived 
who was God's Favourite-Servant, deſcended from the 
Father of the faithful Abraham, in a direct Line fron 
Jaac Nor can it well be ſuppoſed, that ſo great. 
Commendation as that, could be given after Jacob, t0 
any whilſt Foſeph lived, who in moral Virtues and oth 
Excellencies made as bright a Figure as any in his Time 


b Nęturab. Gen. xxv. 6. der thoſe, excellent Principles delivert 
i Midianites, Judg. Vi. 3. in it. But beſides other Arguments i 
k Reęturah. Gen. xxv. 2. might be urged to prove the Reality d 


1 Real. From the Uncertainty who the Story, drawn from the Names d 
Job was, ſome have taken the Liberty ro Perſons, People, Countries, and ſome fi 
queſtion, Whether he was at all? Whe- ticular Paſſages therein mentioned: ut 
ther in Point of Fact, it be ſtrictly true, Credit given to it by God thro? his Fi 
that there was ſuch a Man, named Job, phet Ezekiel Ch. xiv. 14. and his Apo 
who underwent thoſe Trials and Suffer- St. James, Ch. v. 11. in citing it, 206" 
ings, which in this Book are recorded of ferring to it, is enough, I chink, to. 
him? Or whether it was only an in- Belief with all, who have a due RU 
ſtructive and parabolical Poem, deviſed for thoſe Writings, that it is a real Hi 
and compoſed by ſome of the devout An- m Forbidden, Dent. xii. 13, 14. | 
Ciears, on Purpoſe to inſtil into the Rea- That, Cc. See Job. i. 8. andi. i. 

2 | Aft 


Book l. 


(elf. 


bc expected from it. 


e Names d 
nd ſomep® 
\rioned: U 
ro? his Pio Arth. It might not probably be fo 
de to exception, if Job's Birth were 
Cuttle lower, as about the Time of 
#s Death; And then Foſzph, who 
red his Father about Four and fifty 
vill have been dead about Sixteen 
ts, before that extraordinary Charac- 


5% given of Job, in the Seventieth 


of the Holy Bible. 


| After theſe Conjectures, tho? the preciſe Time of 
Job's Birth cannot with ſufficient Ground be aſcertain- 
ed: Yet there is a general Concurrence in Opinion, 


139 


that he lived in the Time of Iſrael's Bondage in Egypt; 
ſome placing his o Birth in the ſame Year, in which 
Jacob went down into Egypt; and to date the Begin- 
ing of his Trials in the Year that 7o/eph died, being 
the ſeventy firſt of Job's Life. a | 

| Norare there leſs various Conjectures about the Time 
pf writing this Story; ſome will have it written after 
loſes's Death; others think it written by Moſes him- 
It matters not who was the Compiler: Tis cer- 
gun the whole Story, as it is, is an admirable Commen- 
tary on the firſt Book of the Pentateuch And there- 
ore no great Quantity of Hiſtorical Obſervations can 


St. Jerome is unneceſſarily curious in defining the Stile 
pd! it: It is ſufficient, that in Job we have the Charac- 
r of an excellent Perſon exhibited to us by God him- 
elt, adorned with all the Virtues that can render him 
Icceptable to God, and deſirable by Man; to both 
"much he is elegantly and briefly deſcribed doing his 
Puty, P fearing God, and ſhunning Evil. 

How conſiderable Job was in the World, may appear 
om the Vaſtneſs of his Stock, which conſiſted of Se- 
en thouſand Sheep, Three thouſand Camels, Five 
undred Y okes of Oxen, and Five hundred ſhe Aſſes. 
hen for perſonal Bleſſings, God had been very libe- 
to him, for he had ſeven Sons and three Daug 
ho inherited their Father's Name, mare than 
e, being wholely given up to worldly Pleaſures. For 
hen they were grown up, and removed from him, they 


ters; 
his Vir- 


Year of his Age. At which Time, for 
any Thing that appears, he might well 
be without Competitor or Equal. And 
there being ſomewhat more than Sixty 
Years between Jae Death, and Moſe, s 
Birth, the Story of Fob may fitly enough 
fall within that Interval of Time. 

P Fearing, See Job, Ch. i. v. 1. 
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140 A Compleat Hiftory 
took their Turns to feaſt from Houſe to Houſe, even 
one his Day, and 4 invited their Siſters to feaſt wit 
them. When they had gone their Round, pious 7 
conſidering with himſelf the Dangers that attend ſuch 
Junkettings, and fearing leſt his Children in their Mer. 
riments might have committed ſome E | 
he kindly ſent and exhorted them to purify themſch 
by Repentance and other Ceremonies, in order to pre: 
pare them to ſacrifice to their offended God; the goo! 
Man himſelf riſing up early in the Morning, and offer 
ing Burnt-offerings for them according to the Number 
of them all. And this he did from Time to Time aſte 
their r revelling Feaſts. This pious Care of Fob indeard 
him to God, who expreſſed his high Eſteem of the good 
Man at a Time when the ! Sons of God came to prelen 
themſelves : before the Lord; at which Time alſo 8. 
tan, the Adverſary, came among them, toſeek an Or 

rtunity of doing Miſchief. Then the Almighty, t 
ſet forth Fob as an exemplary Pattern of Virtue and 
Righteouſneſs, ſaid to Satan; © Haſt thou conſider 
« my Servant Fob, that there is none like him in the 
« Earth ; a Man exactly good, and one that feareth God 
« andſhunneth Evil?” The malignant Adverſary, un 
willing to own that Fob ſerved God out of a religiow 
Principle, but for Self-intereſt, reply d:“ Doth ju 
ce ſerve thee for nothing? Haſt thou not inclos'd himan 
cc all Sides, and ſecur d him and all that he hath fromthe 


q4 Invited, Job i. 4. 

T Revellinz. Fob i. 5. 

Sons of God, That is Good Angels; 
as on the contrary Satan is called the 
Angel of Death. 

t Before the Lord. Some will have this 
Convention of the Good Angels to be real, 
bur at the ſame Time ſuch as is agreeable 
to the Nature of Spirits; and that they 
met in a certain Place, and Satan with 
them, before the Angel, whoin the Room 
of God, preſided over that Aſſembly : But 
fo, as Satan was ſeen of God and Angels; 
but he, by Reaſon of his Fall, not able to 
ſee God or them. Others take it to be 
1 ſpoken, that the Truth may 

the better underſtood: For the Decrees 


the Machi nations of the Wicked Ange 


Book 


travagancic,li 


of God, the Miniſtry of his Angels: 4 


are often in Scriptureexprefs'd under ii 
Form of the Judgments and Councils 
Kings; as we may ſee 1 Kings xxi. 15 
Zach. iii. 1. But be it how it will, it 5c 
rain theſe Things are not meant in a gf 
literal Senſe, but as God is pleas'd 0 7 
commodate himſelf to our Under 
ing: For Satan can no other Way be l 
to come into the Preſence of God, 1 
ro talk with him, &c. nor the 40% 
( 2 ſpeaking) to come to God fn 
they are always in his Preſence; not 5 
any Day be aſſigned to God, who is W 

out Time, infinite, immenſe, C. 
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cc the Camels, and have carried them away, and all tl 


Book! 


c gervants have they put to the Sword, but my ſelf" 


Thus was Fob ſtript of all his Subſtance in one Day, au 


he that in the Morning was the richeſt Man in all tif 
Eaſt, before Night was perhaps the pooreſt Man in ti 


World. The malicious Devil finding theſe Attemyy 


too remote to raiſe that Paſſion which he expected in 
upon this ſudden Courſe of Misfortunes, to crown ali 
reſolves to touch him in a more ſenſible Part, and to conf 


as near him, as the Bound ſet him by the Almighty wou 


permit. This Prince of the Air therefore raiſing ave 


| comp Storm threw down the Houſe, where 70's Chi 4 
: | 


ren were then merry-making, upon their Heads, al 
flew them all. And that 70h might not have any Tine 
to digeſt the Grief of his former Loſles, before the hi 


Meſſenger had made an End of relating to him the Loi 
of his Camels, another comes in haſte, and in a gre: 


Fright tells him, That as his Sons and Daughters wer 
« eating, and drinking Wine in their eldeſt Brother 
1 — there came a great Wind from the Wilder 


4 nels, and {mote the Four Corners of the Houſc, au 


C it fell upon the young * Men, and they are dead, ani 
I only eſcap'd to tell thee.” This was a home Stroi 
indeed, and touch'd Fob in a tender Part. The Den 
of his Children, all at one Blow, affected him deep) 


Four Corners. This hath been 2 Point of the Compaſs, or from ſeverils 


— vp rn ems E 5 


mighty Subject ofJeſt and Ridicule among 
the Atheiſts who would fain argue a great 
Impropriety of Expreſſion, and from 
hence invalidate this, and many ſuch like 
Expreſſions in the Holy Scriptures. They 
ask, how in the Courſe of Nature the 
Wind could blow from any Four Points of 
the Compaſs at once? I will not anſwer 
them from the Extraordinarineſs of this 
Event, their Patron the Prince of the Air 
having at this Time an unlimited Power 
over the Elements to attack Fob where he 
would, except in his Perſon, or how he 
pleas'd. But in Storms, eſpecially ſuch 
violent ones, as are even now-a-days uſual, 
Navigators would be puzzled to ſay, whe- 
ther che Wind comes directly from one 


one and the ſame Time. And there 
I ſhall refer them to an Heathen Auch 
whom they will ſooner believe thank 
veal'd Religion; and if I tell them & 
Virgil is of this Opinion, Ido not quel 
on but they will believe him, Lethe 
conſulr Yirgil's Deſcription of a Sn 
in his firſt ÆMneis, and there they Vi 
find Three Winds attacking the Sen! 
once, | | 

Una Euruſq; Notuſq ; ruunt, dc 
Africa (Pe 


* Men. From the Dignity oftbe d 
culine Gender the Word Men here cin 
prehends boch Sexes ; fo that Job's Du 
ters as well as his Sons were Kil'd" 
the Fall of the Houſg 0 


ook I. / the Holy Bible. 143 


t the Circumſtance and Manner of their Death was 


2 try afflicting, conſidering how unprepared Death 
7 zund them. 


Theſe repeated Calamities did not betray 7ob to any 


= 7 regularity or Indecency ; the only Vent he at firſt gave 
emo his Grief was renting his Mantle, the common Token 
10 fAffliction and Sorrow in thoſe Eaſtern Countries and 


ly Ages of the World: Then deliberately following 


lead, and in humble Submiſſion of Mind fell upon the 
round and worſhipped. His Miſery could not make 
m forget his Duty, and therefore he humbled himſelf 
der the Divine Hand, without whoſe Permiſſion he 
el knew none of theſe Misfortunes could have befallen 
Im. | 
The Devil's great Expectation was from this laſt Tri- 
he knew oh could with a ſerene Mind bear tempo- 
Loſſes, which Time and Induſtry might repair, but 
is Wound of Nature in the Death of his Children, he 


Would 
a ve 
Chil 
85 and 
'Timd 
he la 
xe Lol 
1 Ore 


5 Welt 


_ ought would have tranſported him into ſome indecent 
( mW intemperate Expreſſion 3 God. But to his 
d eu Diſappointment Job ſtands the Shock, and in hum- 
orotic Acknowledgment of his own Meanneſs, cries, 
Den Naked came 1 out of my Mother's Womb, and nak- 
Ieeply ed ſhall J return to the Earth, the common Womb 


and Mother of Mankind.” Andthenina quiet Re- 
gration and Thankfulneſs for what he had received at 


no e Hands of God, tho' now deprived of all, he gives 
ren all for loſt in this World, and ſays, The Lord gave, 


andthe Lord hath taken away; bleſſedbe the Name 
of the Lord.” Thus the pious Patriarch's Virtue 
nd in his Sufferings, which, great as they were, could 
make him deface the Character his Maker had given 
by the leaſt Murmur or Repining. He knew it was 
t juſt, that he, who gave, houl have Power to re- 


them © 
) not quel 
„ Loet the 
of 2 Scord 
re they Vi 

the Sen! 


int, crebng 
(Pra 


paſtel ne his Grant when he pleas'd; and therefore inſtead 
1 dete as Satan had maliciouſly ſuggeſted he would, 
© e 


God forall his Diſpenſations whatſoever, and 


b ed the Devil a Liar. 
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But the reſtleſs Fury reſolves not to leave him thu; 
For when the Sons of God Y preſented themſelves as h 
fore, the Lord propoſed Fob again to Satan, who hf 
crowded himſelf amongſt them, as an Inſtance of ape 
fect and upright Man, that feared God and avoided Ei 
Still, ſays God, he holds his Integrity, tho' thou moved 
me againſt him to deſtroy him without Cauſe : His Pic 
appears in the Greatneſs of his Sufferings, and his Fai 
and Reſignation are compleat. To wh the old D: 
ceiver wittily and maliciouſly reply d, Thou haſt li 
« therto permitted me only to try him at a Diſtance, bi 
cc let me touch his Perſon, and he will {till blaſpheme 
The Almighty knew that theſe Exerciſes, though ſha 
to Nature, would redound to his Glory, and turn i 
Job's Advantage; therefore reſolving in his divine Pu 
vidence to arm Fob with Patience to bear them, and ll 
the End to recompence all his Sufferings with an a 
traordinary Reward, he inlarges Satan's Commiſſion 
but yet with a Limitation; behold, ſays he, he is 1 
thy Power, but touch not his Lite. 1 
The buſy Fiend over- joyed at the Inlargement of I 
Power, queſtions not in the leaſt to make an eaſy Co 
queſt over Job's Virtue; therefore he immediately fal 
upon him, whilſt the Senſe of his late Loſſes remains 
on him, and afflicts him from Head to Foot with Bol 
and Ulcers. Never was human Nature more diſguiki 
than poor Job's Body in this loathſom Condition: 
Skin ſtudded with naſty Scabs and Botches; not ariſi 
from any peccant Humour in his natural Conſtitutio 
which Medicines might correct, but inflicted by mal 
ous Policy, which rais'd them to the higheſt Extrem 
of Pain, that, if poſſible, might make 70h deſpair: 
blaſpheme. Nor were his Pains ſhort or intermittil 
like Fits and Pangs, but laſting for a continued Serie 
Time; and that which increas'd his Miſery was the 
ſtineſs of his Diſtemper, which render'd him not 0 


y Preſented. This, as has been alrea- but metaphorically accommodated K 
dy faid, is a Form or Manner of Speech, Weakneſs of Man's Capacity. 
not ſtrictly proper to God and Spirits, i 


vhom the Age 


5 j 

Book I. of the Holy Bible. 145 
odious to himſelf, but loathſom to others: For not only 
is Relations and Friends abandoned him, but his very 
enial Servants withdrew from him, leaving him deſti- 
tute of all human Help. He, who but a few Hours be- 
ore was the greateſt Man in his Country, in whoſe Pre- 
oved:nce the * young Men were afraid to appear, and before 

{tood up; to whom Princes paid the 
oft awful Reverence, and Nobles in humble Silence 
dmir'd ; diveſted of all Grandeur fits mourning on a 
ed of Aſhes, and inſtead of Royal Apparel is cover'd 
rith ſtinking Sores and Ulcers. He, who was but the 
ther Day the Delight of Mankind, is now become the 


h ſhanMWouleſt of Objects; and a very Dunghil upon a Dunghil. 
tum l keep at a frightful Diſtance, and with Horror be- 


old him as a moſt loathſom Monſter. And to add, if it 


and as poſſible, to the Miſery of ob, the Wife of his Bo- 


an eien, from whom, more than all the World, he might 
nlonably expect the moſt comfortable Aſſiſtance, in- 


e 15 Ned of pitying him in this deplorable Condition, treats 


Relations. See Fob xix. 13, 1415-1 6. 


1 Lung Men, See Fob xxix. 8. and Ch. 
10. 

2055 ' (wſe. From the Ambiguity of the 

U ariſi Word in the Hebrew, which ſig- 


nes to bleſs, as well as to curſe, great 
agreement hath ariſen amongſt Inter- 
ers; and the Words have been variouſ- 
tender d. They that make Job's Wife 


ct C0 bid him curſe God and die, ſuppoſe Fob 
f ar tare lived after the Law was given 
P "ut, Xxiv. 15, 16.) which made it 


mittig 
Series 
the N 
not oll 
dared 10 
[Yo 


ah to curſe God; and that his Wife (an 
dan and Heathen) knew the Law and 
Puniſhmencfor Blaſphemy, and ſpake 

to him, not to reproach him, but in 
o him, chat he might be deliver'd 
n bis Pains, But general Conſent 
ces Jab before Moſes, and God's accept - 
; m commending his Sacrifices, of- 
i the Land of Uz, prove that he 


\ Wi bee, ; | 
odo For K the Law, which made it pe- L 


Im with the utmoſt Scorn and Contempt, and re- 
roaches him for his Virtue. © Doſt thou fill, ſaid ſbe, re- 
tain thine Integrity to a God that affſicts thee? > Curſe 
him and die, that thou may'ſt be out of thy Pain. 


Fob 


nal for any Man to offer Sacrifice in any 
other Place, than before the Ark or Taber- 
nacle: Nay the devour Gentiles came th i- 
ther ro worſhip; of which we have an 
Inſtance in the Ethiopian Eunuch, Acts viii. 
27. But if Fob had lived after this Law 
Was given, yet it is unlikely, that his Wife 
ſhould ſo ſoon have learn'd it, at ſuch a 
Diſtance: Nor was itobliging to the Gen- 
tiles, unleſs to thoſe that lived among and 
under the Fewiſh er ; neither was 
there any in the Land of Uz, ho had 
Power to have executed ſuch a Law on qa 
had he curſed, as theſe ſuppoſe ſhe bad him, 
But, to make ſhort this Part of the Argu- 
ment, whatever may be conjedtured about 
Job's living under the Law, it is certain 
that the Law is not mention'd in any Part 
of the Book of Fob, either by himſelf or 
any of his Friends; rho* there was Oc- 
* enough for taking Notice of it. 
But after all other Conjectures, 9 
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Joh firmly ſtood this Shock of his Wife's Tongue; 
tho' it was ſo provoking as to let looſe the Reins oi his 
Temper, which he had hitherto reftrain'd, and with 
ſome Warmth force him to rebuke her, ſaying, © Thou 
cc talkeſt like a weak Woman: Shall we rejoice in Pro- 
cc ſperity, when it pleaſes God to bleſs us with it; and 
& ſhall we not patiently bear Adverſity, when he pleaſe 
« to viſit us?” Thus did the Almighty preſerve and 
ſupport 7ob under the Loſs of his Eſtate and Children; 

er the Extremity of his Pains, the Deſertion of hi 
Friends and Relations, the Neglect of his Servants, an 
the Provocation of his Wife. All which Tormeni 
crowding one upon the Neck of another, could no 
betray Job to entertain the leaſt offending Thought 
or utter an indecent W ord. 

The Misfortunes and AMictions that befel Fob beind 
ſo remarkable, ſoon ſpread about the neighbouring 
Countries, and from thence to more diſtant Region 
till at laſt they reach'd the Ears of his old Friends Elipbi 
the © Temanite, Bildad the 4 Shuhite, and © Zophar ti 
Naamathite, who no ſooner heard of the fad Condit 
of:their Friend Job, but they made an Appointment! 
go together and pay him a Viſit „and comfort hin 
Theſe three Perſons being Men of fFigure and Condi 
on, it muſt take up ſome Time to make the Appout 
ment, and then to travel together to ſee 70h; ſo that pol 
Job muſt continue a conſiderable Time in this pant 


the Devibs Deſign was to make Fob curſe be ſome Malediction implied intheV 
God, why may it not be ſuppoſed, that he that moy'd Fob to reply ſo angrily 0 
inſtigated her to per ſuade her Husband to Wife. ou] 
it; not with reſpect toany penal Law, (for © Temanite. So called from I 
that is ridiculous to imagine) but in ex- Grandſon to Eſan by his Son E/pha%9 
pectation, that ſo open and bold a Blaſ- xxxvi. 10, 11. | 
phemy would provoke the eee a Shnhite. Deſcended from Sud 
immediately to ſtrike him dead, and there - youngeſt Son of Abraham by RH pee 
by deliver him from his intolerable Mi- Gen. xxv. 2. 

ſeries. e Zophay. His Deſcent is not! 

But however it was, it is certain by traced without ſtraining, tho ſome n 

Job's Anſwer, that ſhe gave him no good derive him from Eſau. 

Advice; otherwiſe ſo meek and good a f Figure. The Septuagint call i 
Man, as he, would not have given her ſo and laſt of theſe three Friends d 
ſharp a Reproof ; forif ſhe had perſuaded Kings; and the ſecond, Tyrant; "ll 8 Dy 
him to have bleſſed God, he would, no a Term equivalent to that of King 
doubt, have been ruled by her; but it muſt 


| 
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n Condition before his Friends could come at him. Wh 
will they were come within Sight of him, they found he 
Tm much alter'd, that they could not aſſure themſelves 1 
pu. was, ſo unlike himſelf was the poor disfigured iry 
. But when they came nearer and ſaw the miſerable on- 
tion he was in, they burſt into Tears, and rending their 


leak 

wo Mantles they ſprinkled 8 Duſt upon their Heads towards 
a. | | eaven, to expreſs their Sorrow for him. And obſervi 

of ue extream Grief and Pain he labour'd under, they 1 


on upon the Ground by him Seven D | 
nd pale not a Word to hin 3 their 8 
ing their 8 peech, or their Senſe of his Miſery makin 
hem think it unſeaſonable to ſpeak to him, till he be = 
ara! 4 _ Silence in curſing the Day o his 
Birth, within ? 
5 mel 96 5 ad never been born, or that he had 
Job's three Friends having already conceived ani 
e him from the eee Great in 5 
N which they concluded muſt be the Hand of 
in Judgment upon him, and either for ſome dee 
ypocriſy, or ſecret heinous Sin, fall thus ſeverely 9 
im. And Eliphaz in h three Orations, Bildad in as 
any, and Zophar in * two from common Topicks ar- 
ee ſuch Afflictions as his could not come from any 
od's Hand; and that it is not agreeable with the 
8 God to afflict without a Cauſe, or puniſh with- 
hs N E — they charge Job with being a grievous 
rz and great Hypocrite, indeavouring all they 
to extort a Confeſſion of Guilt from him. But J 
noveable in his Sincerity to God, and Innocence to 
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ments 
Id no 
ugh 


beine 

ouring 
01005 
ip 
har tb 
nditio 
ment! 
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poi 
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paint 
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agrily 0 


rom I 


Euphav i 
n _ 5s ney maintains his Virtue in reſponſory 
ucceſſively to every one of theirs, Fan his 


is not © 
* ſome by 


+ call d 
riends d 
ant; WR 


of Kit 


mnocence, refutes their unkind Suggeſtions, and ſmart- 
| a eprehends their Injuſtice and Wane of 8 
ays obſerving a ſubmiſſive Stile and Reverence, hen 


6 Daft, e B this 5 
Bey ſenz fag . Rite or Cuſtom Tree. See Job iv. and v. xv. and xxii. 
Pnified the utmoſt Confuſion, ex- Many. See ibid. ck. vin Krill. and xxix- 


4 by cheir mixing Air and Earth * Two, See ibid, Ch, x) 
gether, 100 Q See ibid. Ch, xi. and xx. 


Ls he 


148 A Compleat Hiſlory Bookl, 
he ſpake of God; of whoſe ſecret End in permitting thi 
Trial to come upon him being ignorant, he often impor. 
tunately begg'd a Diſcharge from this Life, leſt th 
Continuance of hisPains might drive him toImpatienc: 
During this Argument between 70h and his three troy 
bleſom Friends there was preſent one! Elihu, a youry 
Man, who, having heard the Diſcourſe on both Side 
was pleaſed with neither; for he thought Fob inſiſted toi 
| ch on his own Juſtification ; and that they condemn 
ed him before they had convicted him: He therefore us 
dertakes the Matter; and after a Prefatory m Exculef 
his interpoſing, who was a young Man in Compariſond 
them, and for the Plainneſs of Speech he intended; 
treat them in, attack d oh in a long n Oration; and rep 
hending him for inſiſting ſo much in his own Vindicat 
on, indeavoured to convince him, by Arguments dri 
from God's unlimited Sovereignty and unſearchad 
Wiſdom, that it is not inconſiſtent with his J uſtice to 
his afflicting Hand upon the beſt and moſt righteow 
Men. And therefore that it is the Duty of all Men! 
bear ſuch Exerciſes, when any befal them, without m 
muring or complaining, and to acknowledge the Juli 
of God therein. Fob heard all this with great Attenti 
but made no Reply; probably, leſt he might bedra 
to utter ſome unguarded Expreſſion, which the inhun 
Treatment of his three Friends might have extori 
from him. Therefore when they were all ſilent, the l 
himſelf took up the Matter, and out of the Whirlvi 
directed his Speech to Job : Wherein, with the higi 
Amplifications deſcribing his Omnipotence in theft 
mation and Diſpoſition of the Works of theo Creatl 
he ſo effectually convinced Job of his own W caknebi 
Inability of himſelf to underftand the Ways and Deli 
of God, that Job, in the moſt profound Humility bi 
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i Elihu, He vas ſdecended from Bax, m Excuſe, See Ch. xxxii. 
the Son of Nahor, Abraham's Brother, u Oration. Continued from (h 
Gen. xxii. 21. and of the Kindred of Ram, to xxxvii. i 
or Aram, Nahor's Grandſon, from whom o Creation, See from Ch xxxv1h" 
the Aramtes or Syrians came. : 
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« Behold I am vile and contemptible in 
Compariſon of thec! What ſhall I anſwer thee? I 
& will lay my Hand upon my Mouth: Once have I 
& ſpoken, but I will not anſwer : Yea, twice, but I will 
proceed noP further.“ Then Joh proceeded to a more 
mple Confeſſion of the Supremacy, Power and Wiſ⸗ 
om of God, to this Effect: I know thou canſt do every 
Thing; and that no Thought can be hid from thee. 
Well mighteſt thou ask, 4 Who he was that darken'd 
$ Counſel by Words, without Knowledge? For Jam 
ſenſible, L have utter'd what I underſtood not, Things 
too wonderful for me, which I knew not. But hence- 
forward I defire to learn of thee; therefore hear I be- 
ſeech thee when I ſpeak, and declare unto me what I 
ask. I have heard of thee before by the hearing of the 
Ear, (which gave me but a diſtant Knowle 
thee; ) but now I have obtained a more clearan 
tin Knowledge of thee, for mine Eyes have *ſcen 
thee : Wherefore I reprove my ſelf for what I haye 
done amiſs, and repent in Duſt and Athes. 
God was ſo well pleaſed with this free and humbleAc- 
owledgment of 7ob, that he declared himſelf in Fa- 
ur of Joh againſt his injurious Friends, who, by their 
uſt and uncharitable Reflections, inſtead of being his 
pmforters, had proved his Tormenters. 
fore (ſaid God to Eliphaz the Temanite) my Wrath is 
kindled againſt thee and thy two Friends; for ye have 
not ſpoken of Me the thing that is right, as my Ser- 
vant Fob hath. Therefore now take {even Bullocks, 
nd ſeven Rams, and go to my Servant Job, and offer 
up for your ſelves a Burnt- offering; and my Servant 
0bſhall pray for you; for his Prayers will I accept 3 
[eſt I deal with you as you deſerve, for not ſpeaking 
the Truth, as my Servant Fob hath. 


ook]. 
ng forth, ſaid; 


« Where- 


is inviſible; but the Eyes here meant are 


ther. See Ch, xlii. 
| the Eyes of the Mind, or Underſtanding, 


See Ch. XXXviii. 2. 
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2 See Ch. xlii. 5. This is not to which God had revealed himſelf. 
of ocular Demonſtration, for God ST 
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| ly, here be called a Type of tharChrittian thers and Siſters, which according 
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Job's three Friends, frighted with the Menaces of an 
incens'd God, made haſte to provide a Sacrifice to ap- 
peaſe the Divine Vengeance which they fear'd; an 
when they offer'd, God was pleaſed to accept 7005 
Interceſſion for them. 

After this, God was pleaſed to t conſider ob, by 
putting an End to his Sufferings, and to reward his Faith 
and Piety with a much greater Fortune than he wz 
Maſter of before; doubling his former Stock in even 
Reſpect, except that of his Children ; for he had four 
teen thouſand Sheep, ſix thouſand Camels, a thouſand 
Yokes of Oxen, and a thouſand She-Aſſes. He hat 
alſo ſeven manly Sons, who with three beautiful Daugh 
ters every Day graced his Table, and were eftcem( 
the faireſt Women in all that Country, to whom thei 
Father gave an Inheritance among their Brethren. 

No ſooner was the Fame of Job's Recovery, andth 
Reſtauration and Addition of his Fortune known, bu 
his u Kindred and Acquaintance from all Parts comet 
congratulate him upon this happy Turn: Nor did ti 
come empty-handed, for every one brought him a Pr 
ſent of Money or ſome valuable Thing; ſo many cont! 
buting he ſoon became exceedingly wealthy; and! 
make his terreſtrial Happineſs ſtill greater, God ble 
him with a Prolongation of Life beyond the comm 
Extent of thoſe Times; for he lived an hundred and 
ty Years after his being reſtored, which made his 
above two hundred Years; ſo that he ſaw the Incri 
of his Family to the fourth Generation. 


r Interceſſion. Job may, not improper- u Kindred. The Text callsthen* 


Perfection which the Goſpel required in Scripture - Stile uſed to comprebes 
praying for Enemies, as well as Frien is. Kindred. Now, among all tht t 

t Conſider, The Text calls this cha zge Job's Friends there is no men 
of Job's Condition, the Turning of bis laſt made of Job's Wife upon mm 
Captivity; which is a Scripture Phr: iſe py Change; unleſs ſhe be 1nclu 1 
very often uſed to fignify an End or Fi- the Number of his Kindred; a 
niſhing of Miſery, and a Reſtauration (ef rot unlikely. | | 
Joy aud Felicity. i 
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Pr us now return to Jacob's Family, 
-orditf WJ — dl . : 
MW |S whom we left imbalming Fo/eph. At- 
Fe ri) | \ der whoſe Death a new —_ ucceeding 
WM in Egypt, who had no perſonal Know- 
F ledge of Foſeph, and the whole Genera- 
tin of People, that in the great £gyp- 
an Famine had taſted of eats provident Care, be- 


ug now dead, there remained no other Monument of 
L 4 Foſeph's 
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ſhen where they lived too ſcanty to contain them, he 


y controvert who theſe Midwives were, to them, the moſt celebrated of theirkl 
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Joſeph's Service to the Crown of Hgypt, but that of th. 
Advancement of its Revenues; which ought to hm: 
been a Conſideration inducive enough of it ſelf to th; 
new King to be kind to the Iſraeliles. 

But he look'd with a different Eye upon them; fo 
obſerving how faſt they increas'd, he began to be jcaloy 
of their growing Numbers, and ſecing the Land of G. 


tear'd they might one Day elbow him out of his King 
dom. Therefore calling his Council together, heat 
quaints them with his Fears, who unanimouſly agre: 
with their jealous Prince in the Expedient he propoc 
to check the growing Danger he ſuſpected from the /. 
raclites; which was by imploying them in makin 
Bricks, and building Store-Cities for Pharaoh. Andi 
gratify their Avarice as well as Cruelty, they propoſe 
not only to reap the Profits of their Service, but by coi 
tinual hard Labour to impoveryth their Spirits, and i 
feeble their Bodies: Therefore they ſet Task-maſters: 
overſee and keep them to hard Labour, by wWhicha 
other ſervile Work they made their Lives very uncon 
fortable. But God ſupported them under their Sever 
ties; for the more the Egyptians oppreſs'd them, ti 
more they grew and multiplied ; which increas'd the 
Jealouſy to a greater Degree of Cruelty; for the Rin 
to ſuppreſs their Growth, ſpoke to two of the Loh 
Mid wives SHiphrah and Puah, and gave them afir 
Charge, that when they ſhould be called to do their 0 
fice to the Hebrew Women, if the Child were a Son, th 
ſhould kill him; but if a Daughter, that ſhe ſhould lc 
The pious Midwives having a greater Regard toi 
Law of God and Nature, than to the cruel and unnat 
ral Command of the King, went on in their uſual Ws 
and preſery'd the Male Children; for which Pan 
ſends for them, and in great Diſpleaſure reprimands the 


w Midwives, The Criticks very need- 2ians? Without doubt they were Hin! 
leſly, and with more Subtilty than Solidi- and, by the King of Egypt's Applic! 


and whether they were Hebrews or Egyp- feſſion, 
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Book II. of the Holy Bible. 153 
Neglect of his Edict : In Excuſe for which they tell 
him, That the Hebrew Women were not as the Egyptian 
omen, for they were like * wild Beaſts deliver'd be- 
ore the Midwives could come to them. The Piety of 
te Midwives in preſerving the MaleChildren was ſo ac- 
ceptable to God, that he is ſaid thereupon to deal well 
with the Midwives; and becauſe they feared God, he 
made them y Houſes. And by this Means the People 


tied or not with this Anſwer of the Midwives, not 
finding it ſafe to truſt to them any longer, reſolves upon 
more effectual Method to extirpate the Hebrews : And 
therefore he gave 2 Charge to all his People, that every 
Kon, that ſhould be born to the Hebrews, ſhould be 
hrown into the River. This cruel Edict for drowning 
l the Male Children mult needs be very afflicting to the 
Vlereu Parents, and put them _— many a thoughtful 
Contrivance to preſerve their Infants: Of which an In- 
ſtance ſoon follow'd; for one Amram of the Houſe of 
Levi having married a Daughter, of the ſame Family, 
med Jochebed, had by her aDaughter, whoſeName was 
U/ri2m, and four Years after a Son, whom they called 
Aaron. About three Years after Aaron's Birth Fochebed 
Was deliver'd of another Son, who being a Child of molt 
flegant Beauty, ſomething Supernatural and Divine ap- 
paring in his Form, his Mother was the more ſollicitous 
or his Preſervation. Wherefore ſhe kept him con- 
ccaled in her Houſe three Months; but not being able 
pnger to hide him, and fearing he might fall into the 
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puultiplied, and grew mighty. The King, whether 


Mid Beaſls, The Hebrew Word Cha- 
th which is in the Original, ſignifies 
" only Animals in general, but Beaſts, 
0 even Wild Beaſts as has been obſerved 
learned Men, and may be ſeen in ſeveral 
"aces of Scripture. And here the Mid- 
Fives being accuſed by Pharaoh of favour- 

og the Hebrew Women, and preſerving 
ale Children, alledge in their own 


arobuſt or brutiſh Conſtitution, that 
were delivered without the Help of 
fudwives, like Wild Beaſts. 


! Houſes, That is, he made them to 


: 


vetence, that the Hebrew Women were of 


proſper, gave them Children, and bleſſed 
their Families. The Word Houſe bein 
uſually in Scripture taken for the of” 
ſpring or Family of any one; as the Houſe 
of Aaron, Judah, David, & c. are put for 
the Family of Aaron, Fndah, David, Ct. 
z Charge. This inhuman Edict is ſup- 
ſed by Commentators to be ſoabhorr'd 
by the Egyptians, that they ſcarce ever put 
it in Execution; and that it was re- called 
immediately after the Death of Ameneph- 
this, then King of Egypt, who inacted it, 
which Time Euſebius and others place in 
the Fourth Year of Moſes, 
Hands 
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ſoon interpoſes, and eaſes his anxious Parent of her Car; 
for * Thermuthis, Pharaoh's only 8 coming i 


Cure an Hebrew Nurſe for him: Which the Princelsac 
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Hands of thoſe that were appointed to drown the Ma} 
Children, ſhe contrived a Way to fave him, by making 
a little Ark or Boat of Bulruſhes, which ſhe daubed wit} 
Pitch and Slime, to keep the Water out, and putting 
the Child into it, ſhe laid it among the Flags by the R- 
ver- ſide, and ſet his Siſter Miriam at a Diſtance to ob- 
ſerve what became of him. But propitious Providence 


the River to bathe her ſelf, her Maids looking for a Re. 
tirement for that Purpole diſcover'd the Ark with th 
Child in it, which Thermuthis commanding them to 
bring to her, ſhe no ſooner uncover'd the Child, but i 
made its mournful Complaint to her ina Flood of Tear, 
The Unexpectedneſs of the Accident, and the extrao. 
dinary Beauty of the Child, mov'd the Egyptian Prince 
with Compaſſion, which ſhe cxpreſs'd in an Accent of 
Pity, faying, « This is ſome Hebrew Child, whichth: 
« Parents have hid to preſerve him from the King) 
« cruel Edict. | 
By this Time little Miriam, the Child's Siſter, hui 
crowded her {elf in amongſt the Attendants of the Pri 
ceſs, and obſerving with what Tenderneſs the look'duy 
on the Child, very officiouſly offer'd her Service to * 


cepts, and away the Girl haſtens to her Mother, an 
brings her to the Place, where ſhe receives the Chi 
from the Princeſs, who ingaged to pay her for her Car 
This was no doubt a welcome Bargain to the Mothe! 
who taking the Child home with her, durſt now nuf 
it openly, having a Royal Protection for his Security. 


a 2 Thermnthis. So Foſephns calls her; and he ſcorn'd to be thought the Son of Ph 
from him Philo, who adds, that ſhe was the 7aoh's Daughter. From whence it is. 
King's only Daughter and Heir; and that he vas eſteemed as ſuch. And if ay 
having been ſome Time married, but hav- ſhould ask, why he did not in Rig. 
ing no Child, ſhe pretended to be big with his Mother ſucceed in the Kingdom 
Child, and to be delivered of Moſes ; whom may reaſonably be anſwered, that : 

| ſheown'd as her natural Son. Agreeable to Fraud of his adopted Mother, and f 
which is what the Apoſtle to the Heb. xi. own Adoption, being detected, he cc 
24. ſays, That When Moſes was grown up) pretend no Right to che Crown of EN 
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Book II. of the Holy Bible. 155 
some Time after, when he was grown big enough, 
his Mother brought him to Court to ſhew him to the 
princeſs, and ſatisfy her how he had improved under her 
Care; who grows ſo fond of him, that ſhe adopted him 


for herb Son; and in Remembrance that the had drawn 
him out of the Water, ſhe called his Name e Moſes; and 


to accompliſh him the more, ſhe keeps him at Court, 


here he is inſtructed in all the 4 Learning and Diſci- 

pline uſed among the Egyptians both Civil and Military, 
and in all Things requiſite and becoming the Character 
and Quality of a Prince of the Blood. 

| Moſes being forty Years old left the Court, and went 

to ſee his Brethren; and when he reflected on the Op- 

preſſion they laboured under, it affected him with Com- 

paſſion and Indignation to ſee the Servants of the moſt 
High God ſubjected to a Servitude exceeding that of 
Brutes. This was ſoon increas'd by an Opportunity that 
huſt then offer'd ; which was, an Egyptian ſtriking an 
Hebrew. This inflam'd Moſes's Leal, who looking about 

to ſee whether any Man was within Sight, he chaſtiſes 

the Egyptian, making him expiate his Barbarity to the in- 

u'd Hebrew with his * Blood; and afterwards buried 

| him 


n. The Jews obſerve, that who- 
er brings up a Pupil in his Houſe, is in 
Pariptute ſaid to have begotten him. And 
Bus it is ſaid, Exod, ii. 10. That Moſes was 
Ade Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, tho? ſhe 
ſad only taken care of his Education. 
| *Moſes, At his Circumciſion, ſays Cle- 
Went Alexandrinus, his Parents call'd him 
achim, (that is, the Reſurrection of the 
; bed,) from a preſaging Hope, that the 
Lord thro him, would raiſe up his Peo- 
e [rael, deliver them from the Egyptian 
Fendage they were then in, and bring 
em again to the promiſed Land. 
, Learning, From hence, no Doubt, 
as, that St. Stephen, Acts vii. 2a. faid 
eoſes, that he was learned in all the Wiſ- 
Tom of the Eyyptians, and was mighty in 
| tos and Deeds, Which, as likewiſe 
| bar. ocher Things, not being read in the 
wk eſtament, are taken out of other Re- 
- of the Fewrs, And both Foſephws, Ib. 
I | 7; Clement Alexandrinus, lib, I. report 
Hees, That he was General of the Egyp- 


tian Forces, obtained a great Victory over 
the Ethiopians, and did many other great 
Things before he viſited his Brethren. 
* Blood. The Criticks are at great Va- 
riance about this Fact of Moſes, ſome blam- 
ing, or others juſtifying him. In the firſt 
Place, we find Moſes no where in Holy 
Scripture blamed for this, but rather the 
2 for St. Stephen, Acts vii. 25. 
gives a fair Handle to juſtify him as having 
Power to do Juſtice on the Criminal Egyp- 
tian, he having before that Time been in- 
dued with the Title and Office of Deliverer 
of the People of God. This indeed the 
Text before cited very much favours. 
Others object, That it was very unreaſon- 
able for Moſes to kill the Egyptian for only 
ſtriking one of the Hebrews, In anſwer to 
this the Hebrews ſay, That the Hebrew, 
whom the Egyptian ſtruck, was Husband 
to one Salomith, a very beautiful Woman, 
whom the Egyptian had debauch'd. And 
that therefore Moſes ſlew the Egyptian, not 
for ſtriking the Hebrew, but for the Adul- 
| tery 


* 
_— 
* 


156 A Compleat Hiſtory Bookll 
him in the Sand; ſuppoſing by his taking upon him thi; 
to adminiſter Juſtice, that his Brethren would have eun. 
deritood, that God by his Hand would have deliver 
them; but they underſtood him not. However, thc 
next Day he went out, and ſhew'd himſelf among then 
again; and finding two Men of the Hebrews quarrelling, 
he indeavoured to reconcile them, putting them in Mind 


that they were Brethren, and with ſome Smartneſsre- WW 
prehending the Aggreſſor, he demanded for what Re- 
ton he thus attack d the other? The Fellow thruſting W; 
him away with Diſdain, replies; Who made you 
&« Princeand Judge over us? Do you intend to kill mes n 
c you did the Egyptian yeſterday? Moſes was (tartll Hin 
at this; for ſeeing his killing the Egyptian, notwithitand WM 5 
ing his Circumſpection, was no longer a Secret, he b. n 
thinks himſelf of his Security; concluding, that if th: gt 
Death of the Egyptian ſhould reach Pharaoh's Ear, h HN 
ſhould ſurely die for it. Whereupon he left Egypt, ant Wy 
went to ſeek his Fortune in Midian. * 

Here was the happy Place, and then the bleſſed Time, He 


when Majeſty guarded only with rural Innocence fub 
mitted to the humble Office of a Shepherd, and a Croo: Hun 
inſtead of a Sceptre graced the peaceful Monarch 
Hand. Here Jethro firſt in Quality both of Prince an 
Prieſt injoy'd the Bleſſings of a quiet Reign, whol 
Daughters laid aſide the Diſtinction of their Birth to feel 
their Father's Flocks, and took more Delight in the in 
nocent and uſeful Imployment of tending their harml: 
Sheep, than in the luxurious Gaiety of a Court. 

In the Plains of Midian there was a Well common 
all the Natives of the Place to water their Cattle. H. 
ther Moſes directed his Steps, as well to reſt himſelf. 5 
allay his Thirſt ; where whilſt he was refreſhing himſch 


tery which he diſcover'd from them, other Way than by Force keep him of: 
whilſt _ were quarrelling. Others urge, that the Egyptian attack'd Moſes, and ſo} 
that not all Things are related here, which was forc'd to kill him in his own Defena 


leave Room for ſome Conjecture; Thus © Underſiood, See Adds vii. 25. wit 
ſome ſay, perhaps the Egyptian had almoſt this is poſitively expreſs'd by St, S 
Kill'd the Hebrew, and that Aoſes could no : 


the 
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the ſeven Daughters of the Prince of Midian came to 


m. draw Water to fill the Troughs to give their Sheep; but 
dome churliſh Shepherds, 3 a Mind to ſerve their 
e WW own Turn firſt, came rudely and put the Royal Shep- 


herdeſſes by. Moſes ſeeing this, ſteps in to their Relief, 
and chaſtiſing the ſaucy Clowns, made them take to 
their Heels. The frighted Damſels return'd to the 
Wells, and Moſes very officiouſſy aſſiſts them in drawing 
Water for their Flocks: After which, they took their 
Leave, and haſted home to give their Father an Account 
ui Wof the Generoſity of the Stranger, who had protected 
them againſt the Inſults ofthe Ruſticks. f Jethro hear- 
tl ing their Story, and not ſeeing the Perſon that had thus 
gallantly defended them, reprehends their Ingratitude 
be- and Incivility, asking what was become of the generous 
the IStranger? They told him they left him at the Well: 
b Whereupon he bids them go and invite him home: 
a WW here Moſes is ſo pleas'd with their courteous Enter- 
anment, that he expreſs'd a Willingneſs to take up his 
mog keſidence with them, and undertake the Charge of 
ſu0- tkeir Sheep. Jethro readily clos'd with the Propoſal, 
00: W-nd to ingage him the more to his Intereſt, beſtow'd Zip- 
prah, one of his Daughters, upon him for a Wife; by 
hom he had two Sons, the Eldeſt of which he named 
berſhom, which ſignifies a Stranger here: For he ſaid, 

feel! have been a Stranger in a ſtrange Land; and the 
ounger he call'd Elieger, importing, God my Help: 

For the h God of my Father, ſaid he, was my Help, 
and delivered me from the Sword of Pharaoh. 

Whilſt Moſes continued in Jethro's Family, the King 

df Erypt died: But his Succeſſor prov'd no more favour- 

ble to the poor oppreſs'd Hebrews; who changed their 

Upprefſor, but not their Condition; the Miſeries of 
ich rather increaſed than abated. In vain they appeal 


nof:0 - x a 
eo the mercileſs Tyrant and his more cruel Task-maſters, 
Defect : 

dei : | | | 
*. %%%. He is called in Exodus ii. 18. more commonly, Jethro. Exod. ili. 1. 
5 fuel. He is alſo called Rexel. Num. x. 29. EI have. Exod. ii. 21. 

the do was Father ro Hobab, called alſo, and D God, Exod. xvii. 4. 

who 
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158 A Compleat Hiſtory Book! 
who lord it over them with unbounded Severity. Bu 
God who ſaw the Affliction of his People, and wh 
Ears were open to receive their Complaints, look'd with 

an Eye of Compatiion upon them; and the appoint 
Time of their Deliverance, which he in his ſecret Pr. 
vidence had determined, being near, he began to think 
of preparing Mo/es for it, whom he intended to mal: 
uſe of as bor, Hain in the great Work. | 
Whilſt Mo/es kept his Father-in-Law's:Sheep, tk: 
one Day i led them as far into the Deſart as Mount * H/ 
reb, where the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in: 
Flame of Fire out of the Midſt of a Buſh. Moſes wa 
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ſtartled at the Sight, but that which added to his Adm: 
ration and rous'd his Curioſity, was the Continuance u 
the Buſh unconſum'd, notwithſtanding it was whole| 
incompaſs'd with Flames. This fo rare and extraord 
nary Accident made Mo/es conſider it more attentive 
and therefore ſaid to himſelf, I will turn aſide and (ce WW 
can diſcover the Reaſon of this unuſual Sight. Butt 
Lord, to prevent his irreverent Approaches, and fri 
the greater Awe and Senſe of the Divine Preſence int 
him, call'd to him out of the Buſh and forbad him dia 
ing nearer ; and to make him ſtill more ſenſible of the 
credneſs of the Place, God commanded him not to pr. 
fane it, but to put off his Sandals, for the Ground whe 
on he: ſtood was! Holy. Moſes being prepar'd for ana 
ful Attention, the Almighty thus diſcovers himſelti 
him: “ IJ am the God of thy Father, the God of 40% 


« bam, Iſaac and Jacob.“ 


frighted Moſes with ſuch Reverence of the Divine! 
_ jetty, and Fear of the Effects of his unwitting Preſun} 


Led. Here ve may obſerve the Man- 
ner of thoſe Ti: mes and Countries, that 
whereas the Sh epherds here drive their 
Flocks before hem, the Shepherds there 
went before th eir Flocks, and the Flocks 
followed them; which Cuſtom is alluded 
to in Eſal. Ixx &. 1. and Fohn x. 4. 


« Horeb. \ Nhich ſignifies Forſaken, and 


is here, Exod , iii 1. called the Mountain 
of God by W: ty of Anticipation, both from 


3 


Theſe Words ſtruck t 


the following Appearance of God u 
at this Time, and his deſcending uf 
afterwards, to give the Law to his Ped? 
Ch. xix. 20. where, tho? it is called 
it is the ſame Place with this, for 5.” 
phen reciting this preſent Paſlage u- 
Vii. 30. calls it Mount Sin. 

1 Holy, Meaning that wherev*" 
whois Holineſs it ſelf, appears, tf 
is Holy, while he is there. 
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Book II. of zhe Holy Bible. 159 
hon, that he fell on the Ground and covered his Face, 
bot daring to look up on the terrible Glory. But the 
Lord 1 ſaid, „I have ſeen the Affliction of 
| my People, I have heard their Complaint, and am 
n come 4 K to deliver them out of the Hand of their 
| Opprefſors, and to conduct them to the 2 
Land, a Land that floweth with n Milk and Honey; 
to the Place of the Canaanites and Hittites, the Amo- 
tes and the Perizzztes, the Hivites and the Febuzites. 
And thee have I pitch'd upon to be the Inſtrument in 
b this great Work; therefore be of good o Courage, for 
vill ſend thee to Pharaoh to demand Liberty of him 
for my People, the Children of //7ael.” Moſes con- 
Kering how Things ftood with him in Egypr, and upon 
hat Account he left that Court; and probably not 
owing that the old King of Egypt, who had threatned 
Life, was dead, began to excuſe himſelf, urging his 
n Meanneſs and Inſufficiency to take upon him the 
haracter of an Ambaſſador. But God remoy'd this 
bificulty, ſaying, „Iwill certainly be with thee: And 
let this extraordinary Sight, which thou haſt now 
ſeen, be a Token that I have ſent thee: And when 
thou haſt brought the People out of Egypt, yeſhall 
ſerve me on this Mountain.” But Moſes, to evade 
bs Office, increaſes the Difficulty by urging, When 
[come to the Children of //rael, and tell them that the 
Cod of their Fathers hath ſent me to them, and they 
hall ask me his Name; what ſhall I ſay to them? God 
replied, PI AM THAT 1 Am. And thou ſhalt further 
: cc ſay 


dme. This is ſpeaking according to PI AM. This denotes the Eternity 
ban Paſſion, or after the Manner of of God, whoſe Eſſence knows no Begin- 
Cod vouchſafes. to expreſs himſelf ning nor End. And it is common with 
Ne Dialect and according to the Capa- the Hebrews to expreſs the Future in the 
ot Man, that he may underſtand him. Preſent Tenſe; And for this Reaſon ſome 
alt. This is an Hyperbolical Ex- turn it, I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE 
pon of Fruitfulneſs and Plenty of and contend that it ought to be ſorender'd, 
Things. not only from the Letter of the Hebrew 
carage. This is moſt properly ren- Text, but from the genuine Senſe of the 
Aby the Septuagint, the Word which Words: From which others likewiſe in- 
Fender Come now, being an Adverb of fer that it ought to be ſorender'd, 1 WILL 
porting, | BE for ever; and I WILL BE W 


160 A Compleat Hiſtory Book[| 
4 ſaytothem; IAM THAT 1 Au, that is, The Log 
ce the God of your Fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
4 God of Jſaac, the God of Jacob has ſent me to you; 
& that is the Name I have had from all Eternity, andy 
cc that Name will I be known for ever. Go, gatherth 
c ꝗ Elders of //7ael, and ſay to them, The Lord Godo 
« your Fathers hath appeared to me, and ſaid, I ha 
cc = all the Calamities that have befallen you in A 
c and am reſolved to deliver you, and lead you into tie 
Land of Canaan. The 1/raelites ſhall believe you 
ce and you ſhall go to the King of Egypt, and ſay to hin 
The God of the Hebrews hath commanded us to i 
cc three Days Journey, into the Deſart, there to of 
“Sacrifice to the Lord our God. This Requeſt, tho 
ce fo very reaſonable, I know he will not grant, hi 
cc refuſe to let you go unleſs compelled by a power 
Hand: But I will exert my ſelf in many miraculo 
« Operations upon him and his Subjects, and at 
c he ſhall permit you to depart, but you ſhall notg 
cc away empty, for ye ſhall be loaden with the Spol 
ce of the Egyptians. 

This folemn Afſurance deliver'd by the Mouth 
God, one would be apt to think, might have been ſif 
cient to have incourag'd Moſes willingly to underti 
the Ambaſly ; but either from the Difficulty or Bolm 
of the Enterprize, or from Diffidence of his own 40 
lity, hedeclines it, and queſtions whether the 1/74 
will receive his Credentials. This Objection God i 
mediately removes by a Miracle; for commanding i 
to throw his Shcep-hook on the Ground, it was infial 

ly turn'dintoa Serpent : Moſes affrighted at this ſudd 
hange of his Sheep-hook, fled from it. But God 
incourage him, bad him take it by the Tail; which 
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and redeem you from the Egyptians: And tors and Governors; but it 18 mal 
others, 1 WILL BE with you in your pre- bable the Elders were Heads or Chi 
ent Tribnlations and future Calamities. Tribes and Families. By which it 
This Name is likewiſe expreſs d in Rev. there was a private Policy and Oban 6 
z. 4. by which is ſignified JEHoVAH, continued amongſt the Ifr aelitts 0 
which is the proper Name of God. this ſervile Condition. 

4 Elatrs, By this ſome mean the Doc- 
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Moſes rod is changed into a ſerpent. 
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Book II. of zhe Holy Bible. 161 
had no ſooner done but it reſumed its former Shape. 
And at the fame Time to convince him that he ſhould 
not want Credit with the i aelites, God gave him Com- 
niſſion to perform the fame Miracle before them: And 
to remove all further Scruple he condeſcends to give 
bim another Sign, bidding him put his Hand into his 
Boſom; which he had no ſooner done, but it was ſtruck 
with a © white Leproſy. And when by God's Com- 
und he had put it into his Boſom again, and pluck'd 
It out, his Fleſh had reſumed its former Colour and Sub- 
ance. And yet to arm him ſufficiently, and beyond all 
ucktion, he was pleaſed to add a third Miracle: If 
they will not believe theſe two former, ſaid he, thou 
F ſhalt take of the Water of the River and pour it upon 
F dry Land, and the Water ſhall become Blood. 

Still Moſes excuſed himſelf; and his laſt Plea was, that 
e wanted Eloquence, the great Qualification of an 
ambaſſador, and that ſince God had condeſcended to 
kik to him, he was more {low of Speech than betorc. 
his Objection the Lord was pleaſed to remove by put- 
Ing him in Mind of his Omnipotence:“ Who made 
the Mouth of Man, ſaid he? And who made the 
Dumb and the Deaf, and the Blind, and him that ſees ? 
Was it not I? Now therefore go, and I will furniſh 
thee with Words, and make thee eloquent.” Hitherto 
ſoſes had ſome Glimpſe of Pretence for his Unwilling- 
to go; but now all his Objections are anſwer'd, and 
Seruples removed, he very bluntly begs to be excuſed 
Im this Enterprize, fa ing, « O my Lord, inſtead of 
me, ſend, I pray thee, by f him whom thou wilt ſend. 


White Leproſy. The Evidence of this means a Man fitter to execute that Com- 
e was ſo much the more convinc- miſſion than himſelf was. Whothe Per- 
p*cauſe the FPhite Leproſy, which was ſon meant is, is much coniroverted. 
neuradle, was both inflited and heal- The Hebrews ſay Aaron, who at that 
"a1 Inſtant, without any outward Time was a Prophet in 1/-ael : Some of 
_ or Phyſical Application. them ſay the Meſſias; and of this 8 
”, Exod. iv. 13. The Text ſays, Send nion are all the Latin Commentators; be- 
4 e Hand of him that thor wilt ſend; _ the Fews in all their more weighty 
_ Word Hand is put for the Of- Caſes and Aﬀairs bad Regard to the pro». | 
* Uniftry. But by Moſer sdefiring miſed Meſſias, ' 
end another inſtead of him, he 
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162 A Compleat Hiſtor) Bookll 
So long as Moſes had any Thing to plead in * Excul: 
for his not going, God heard him patiently, and graciouſ 
ly condeſcended to remove his Doubts; but when hi 
Modeſty in declining the Office and Honour God pro. 
poſed to him was turned into an obſtinate Refuſal, th: 
. was angry with him; but in his Anger remembrin 
Mercy, he reſumes Moſes's laſt Objection, (which ke 
had already anſwered in general,) and ſhews him mor 
particularly how to ſupply that Defect : © Is not Aan 
te the Levite thy Brother, ſaid he? He is eloquent, 
c and I will appoint him to meet thee. Tell hin 
c what I have ſaid; and be aſſured that I will aw 
c affiſt you both, and direct you what to ſay : He ſſilij 
<« be the Orator, and thou ſhalt be to him u inſti 
« of * God. And to ſtrengthen thy Commiſſion, ai 
“ give thee Credit among my People, take this Ro 
« in thy Hand, for I will enable thee to do many M 
“ racles with it. 3 
Moſes having nothing more to urge againſt this E 
terprize, at laſt yields, and took the * Rod of God lp 
his Hand. Then taking his Wife and Sons he l 
Mount Horeb, and went to Jethro his Father-in-Lay 
with whom, it ſeems, he left them till he had conduct 


t Excuſe. It is the Opinion of ſeveral God would not free him from thafe 
Commentators on this Place, and it is very till he had abſolutely reſigned, and who 
ee that Moſes had another Reaſon ſubmitted to his Will in going. 

ſides his Inſufficiency, which made him u Inſtead. That is, He ſhall con 
unwilling to go on this Errand into Eęypt, thee inſtead of me, that from ther ben 
and which he was not willing to diſco- know my Will, and chou ſhalt imp 
ver. Juſt before God appeared to Moſes him what thou receiveſt of me. 0 
in the Buſh, and had this Diſcourſe with ſonant to this is that of our Saviout( 

him, we read, Exod. ii. 25. That the to his Apoſtles, Ze that heart 
King of Egypt died; that King in whoſe heareth me, &c. 
Reign Moſes had ſlain the Egyptian, and God. By theſe Words, Thus | 
who ſought to apprehend him, to put be to him inſtead of, or as God. 
Him to Death for it. The Report of that mentators ſhew the Power God f 
King's Death might not probably yet have veſted Moſes with, in delivering bim 
reach'd Moſes's Ear. However, he mighr Commiſſion, making him notony d 
reaſonably think that ſome of the Kin- over Aaron, but the reſt of the {#4 
dred of the ſlain Man were yet living, For this Name of God is no wherep! 
who might proſecute him for the Mur- to Men, but to ſignify the Powerd 
der: And for that Reaſon he might be un- and Death over them. | 
willing to return to Egypt, (from whence x Rodof Cod. So it is now called 
pn that Occaſion he fled for his Life,) leſt God had ſo ſignally honoured it and 

e ſhould be taken and executed for that it were, — it to an Hof 

Fact. However, it is obſervable that Exod. iv. 20. 
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cur me Children of /7ac! out of Egypr, when Jethro 

ioul- brought them to him again in the Wilderneſs. 

n his WW Moſes being thus convinced that God had deſign'd 
him the Agent in tranſacting this grand Affair, ooh 


pro. t Et 
„ the be was preparing himſelf for this Journey, to make him 
bring nore cheerfully proceed in it, and to diſpel his Fears of 
ch be being called to Account for his former Actions in Egypt, 


God bids him return thither, aſſuring him that thoſe 


more 
gam ho had a Deſign againſt his Life were dead. Then re- 
uent Npeating his former Order, he ſays, © When thou comeſt 
bin into Egypt, be ſure to perform all the Miracles IT have 


enabled thee to do: And to illuſtrate my Power, I 


ways 3 
vill ſo harden Pharaoh's Heart, that he ſhall refuſe 


e ſhal 


nftcaiF* to let the Children of /rael go till J have flain his 
n, ali Son, even his Firſt-born. 

s Ro By the Way, God takes Occaſion to put Moſes in 
ind of the Danger of Diſobedience, to preſerve him 


rom lapſing into it hereafter. It ſeems Moſes either 


his EnWtrough Neglect, or Indulgence to his Wife, (who 
God vas not an //rae/te,) had not yet circumciſed his Son 
he Heer, by which he provoked the Lord fo highly, that 
n-Lang the Way he threatn'd to * kill him for this Neglect. 
aducte 


ls Wife „ underſtanding the Cauſe of the Di- 
ne Diſpleaſure, took a ſharp Flint, and immediately 


212 reumciſed the Child, throwing the Foreskin at her 
% i usband's Feet, ſhe faid, „Thou art a Husband of 
cher ber Blood to me.” This being over, the Lord pardon'd 
we. 0%, and diſmiſſed him to perſue his Journey; which 


aviout ll 


hearth WW) Bronght. See Exod, xviti. 2, &c. the Adtion can allow that. Undoubred- 


Khim. The Text in Exod. iv. 24. ly the Word Blood here refers to the Cir- 


53 This, ag not particular in the Manner, In- cumciſion, which was the Cauſe of its 
Cod. M reters differ about it; but that which Effuſion. Nor do they ſeem to conjec- 
God nov Es moſt probable is from the Context, ture amiſs, who thus interpret this Text; 
ling bim that Moſes's Puniſhment muſt be Sick With the Blood of my Child I preſerve and 
not only P or ſome corporal Viſitation upon ſave thee ; for the Neglect of the Child*s be- 
the Haun otherwiſe, if he had been in Health, ing circumciſed being thy Fault, I have 
\ where fi d not Zipporab his Wife, would have ſaved thy Life by the Blood of the Circum- 
Power di umciſed the Child. ciſion, whichotherwiſe God mig ht have taken 


8 lod. Many, and ſome vaſtly wide, away. The beſt Commentators concur 
e Opinions of the Learned on this in this, and render it with this little Va- 

eme will have it ſpoken to the riation, Thon art the Canſe of the ſhed- 

"that was circumciſed ; bur neither ding the Blood of the Child, for which Rea- 
Words nor the Circumſtances of ſon I call thee a Husband of Blood. 
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he did, and ſoon arrived at his Father- in- Law Fehr; 
Houſe, whom, as he acquainted not with the particulx 
Reaſon of his leaving Egypt, ſo neither does he now {ay 
any Thing to him of the Viſion he had ſeen, nor the 
Meſſage he had received from God to deliver to theKing 
of Egypt; but, as he had enter'd himſelf by Contra 
into Jethro's Service, and become ſo nearly related as to 
be his Son- in- Law, he thought it but decent Civilin, 
as well as Reaſon, to ask his Conſent to return to EA 
to viſit his Brethren, and ſee whether they were living 
Jethro readily gave Conſent in the uſual Form, © 0 
« in Peace. 
Moſes being now on the Way to Egypt, the Lov 
b commanded Aaron his Brother to go into the Wilder 
neſs to meet Moſes. Aaron obeyed the Holy Call, ant 
went as far as Mount Horeb, where he met his Brother 
and imbraced him; to whom Moſes told all that God ha 
commanded him, and the Wonders he was to pertorm. 
The two Brothers thus join'd in Commiſſion (though 
Moſes was the Sovereign) repair to Egypt, and fun: 
moning the Elders of the People together, Aaron del: 
vers the Meſſage which the Lord had ſent by Mi 
which Moſes ſtraightway confirm'd by doing the Min 
cles which God had commanded in the Sight of the Po 
ple, who thereupon believed and received them joytill 
And now all being convinc'd that the Lord had tak 
Compaſſion on the wretched Condition of the Cli 
dren of 1/rael, that he had viſited them in their i 
fliction, and had taken a Courſe for their Deliveranch 
they fell down and worſhipped him. 
Soon after they repair to the Egyptian Court; 
being admitted into the Preſence, they delivered thi 
Meſiage to the King in theſe Words, “ Thus faithti 
Lord God of Iſtael, Let my People go, that the) m 
cc celebrate a Feaſt to me in the Defart. The haug! 


d Commanded, Hence it's plain, that pear to the Honſe of thy Father v 1 
Aaron as a Prophet received a Revelati- were in Egypt? For Eli was deice 
on from God: Which is likewiſe con- from Aaron. | 
firmed, I Jam, 11. 27. Did not T plainly ap- e 


 Phari 
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„ WW Pharaoh affronted at this F reedom of Speech from an 
un inlaved People, profanely demands, “Who is the Lord, 
| „whom ye call the God of //rae!? Am not I fole Mo- 
4 narch here? I own not //aePs God; nor will ] let 


85 „you go.” Moſes and Aaron, to inform him whom 
> Withey meant by the Lord, replied, «© The God of the 


= % Hebrews, whom we adore, hath commanded us to 
a offer Sacrifice to him; therefore we beg Leave to go 
7 1 three Days Journey into the Deſart, that we may pay 
due Adoration to our God, left he puniſh us for our 


IK Diſobedience, and you much more for hindring us.” 
he King incenſed at this unuſual Liberty they took, 
and looking upon them as Incendiaries, ſharply repri- 


oo mands them, ſaying, Why do ye hinder the People 
„ 3 from Work? Becauſe they are numerous, you would 
other F incite them to rebel : Be gone all to your Labour, 


dor I'll make you ſenſible of Royal Diſpleaſure. 
The King having thus rudely diſmiſſed Moſes and 


houp Aaron, gave Charge to the Task-maſters that they 
1 ſin ould no more give the People Straw to make Brick, as 
10 hey had done before; but make them go gather Straw 


r themſelves where they could find it; but yet to lay 
Mn don them the ſame Tale of Bricks without Abatement: 
; or, ſaid he, they are idle, and this is but a Pretence 


* 0 excuſe them from their Work. The Task-maſters 
Pa cquanted their Under- Officers with this ſevere Injunc- 


e Cl lon, who immediately tell it to the People, and they ac- 

ordingly are forced to wander about the Country to 
ek for Stubble inſtead of Straw; the Task-maſters at 
ic fame Time exacting from them their uſual Number 
Bricks; which when they were not able to perform, 


"ho e Under-Officers, who were {/7ae/izes, and whom the 
chi k- maſters had ſet over them, were called to Ac- 
Wnt, and beaten. They not well knowing from 


hence this Severity proceeded, whether from the 
uct of the King, or the Rigour of the Task-maſters, 
Mplained to the King himſelf; and laying their 
evance before him in moſt humble Manner, expoſ- 
| M 3 tulated 
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tulated the Matter with him thus: Why ſhould the 
& King deal ſo ſeverely with his Servants? The Tas. 
& maſters allow us no Straw, and yet demand Brickof 
cc us, which is impoſlible to be done: And though 
ce they are in Fault, yet are we puniſhed. 
The poor Iſraelite Officers, inſtead of Redreſs, met 
 withan Addition to the Cauſe of their Complaint; tht 
King tells them they ſhall have no Straw, and yet delive 
the tull Tale of Bricks. This Anſwer gave them much 
Uneaſineſs, and drove them almoſt to Deſpair; fo tha 
meeting with Moſes and Aaron in the Way as they cam 
from Pharaoh, and looking upon them as the Cauſe 0 
having theſe heavier Burdens laid upon them, they un: 
viſedly giving way to their preſent Paſſion, dilcharg! 
their Grief and Anger upon them, ſaying, "The Lon 
cc e revenge us on you; for ye have made us hatci 
& andabominable in the Sight of the King and his Su 
& jects, and have given them 4 Occaſion to oppreßu 
ce the more. | | 
This was very afflicting to Moſes, who expected 
more grateful Return for his Care and Concern it 
them; wherefore retiring from them, he addreſs'd hm 


ſelf to God in this humble Expoſtulation: WH 
& Lord, haſt thou thus aflifted this People? For ſuq * 


0 


n 


I ſpoke to Pharaoh in thy Name, he hath treated then i 
& with more Severity than before; and they are mo 
& unlikely to be delivered than ever.” Moſes's Cond 
for the Oppreſſion of the /7aelites made him forget 
Promiſe God had given him, and the Perverſenc WM." 
Pharaoh, which he had foretold : However Goch! 


a : a : ; Wer: 
incourage him, gives him this gracious Anſwer. © pre 


£6 am tne Lord, the Almighty God, that appeared! uſt this 


© Revenge. Thus the Chaldee para- ſlay ut. Which cannot be literal 
ps and nor di ſagreeable to the He- here; for the Egyptians had both che 
brews, who often by Metonymy take andMilitary Sword always in tbeit lor 
Judgment for the. Bound or End of Juag- to uſe as they pleaſed. But this 15280 
ment. Thug to judge is often uſed for ture Phraſe, and is often uſed to e 
to revenge. any pungent Calamity or Afffiction. 
7 Occaſion, The Text is in Exod. v. 21. it is in Iſa. Ixvi. 16, and Amos iv 
Ze have pat a Sword into their Hand to 1 Aj Fe 
| ral 
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& Abraham, Iſadac, and Jacob Was I not even known 
a to them by my Name © Zehovah ? Be aſſured that I 
the Lord, who made a Covenant with their Fathers 
to give to their Poſterity the Land of Canaan, have 
heard their Complaints, and remember'd my Promiſe. 
Therefore ſay thus to the Children of //rael, I am 
Kk Jehovah, who exiſt only of my ſelf, and give Ex- 
iſtence to all Beings. Tell them I will deliver them 
from the Egyptian Slavery with the Power of my Al- 
mighty Arm, and inflict heavy Judgments on thoſe 
that oppreſs them. Nor will I only deliver you all 
from this Bondage, but I will take you under my im- 
* mediate Protection; ye ſhall be my People, and I will 
be your God: And ye ſhall know that I am Jehovah 
your God, who will releaſe you from the Oppreſſions 
of Egypt; and I will bring you into the Land, con- 
cerning which I flifted up my Hand in Confirmation 
that I would give it to Abraham, 1/aac, and Jacob, 
in their Poſterity ; and I will give it you for an In- 
heritance. I am Jehovah, the Lord, that promiſe 
this, and that can and will do it. 


t Jehovah, Almoſt all Tranflations I have even manifeſted my ſelf to them by 
ake God to ſay Exod. vi. 3. to Moſes that my Name Jehovah. The moſt learned 
was not known to Abraham, Iſaac and Rabbies alſo have not underſtood it other- 
b, by his Name Fehovah, though God wiſe, when they obſerve that this Parti- 
expreſly to the farſt of thoſePatriarchs, cle is nor abſolutely negative, but com- 
an Jehovah, who browght thee from Ur parative, as in ſeveral other Places of 
the Chaldeans, Gen. xv. 7. And that Scripture; particularly where the Verſi- 


Traham himſelf ſays to the King of So- ons in Gen, xxxii. 28. make God to ſay, 
| Ibave lift up my Hands unto Jehovah, Thy Name ſhall be no more called Jacek 
eb F moſt High Po ſſeſſor of Heaven and but Iſrael, tho” that Patriarch was after- 


th, Gen. xiv. 22. And that Moſes ob- wards often called by his firſt Name, as 


xd, | es that Men began to call upon the we have already obſerved. We muſt 
„ae of Fehoyah in the Days of Seth. therefore rectify this by tranſlating, Was 
erpreters take a great deal of Pains to not I even known to them by my Name Je- 

red! uſt this ſeeming Contradiction, to pre- hovah ? Which takes away the _— 
ie to Moſes the pretended Privilege of Contradiction, and reſolves all the Hifficul- 


ing firſt known God by the Name of ties that may be propoſed on this Subject. 


ally 1 <b> Bur if they would conſider that f Lified. This is 2 Phraſe often uſed 
, che CONE Hebrew Particle Lo, which is in the in Scripture to expreſs Swearing, which 


zinal, is often taken interrogatively, was uſually done by lifting up of Hands: 

would readily grant that it is to be Thus we find it in Gen. xiv. 22. Numb. 
aon this Place. In ſome Copies xiv. 30. Dext. xxxii. 40. and in many 
e Septnagine this Text is render d, other Vlaces, x 
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Moſes accordingly repairs to the Children of HY 
and delivers his Meſſage as God had commanded : Bu 
they conſidering the {ad Increaſe of their Servitudeeyer WM * 
ſince Moſes undertook to be their Deliverer, were o 
prejudiced againſt him, that they would not believe hin « 
Tn which he left them till either the Extremity of Ml © 
their Sufferings, or the Hand of God eminently appcar-Wt © 
ing in plaguing their Oppreſſors, ſhould awaken then 
to a greater Deſire of Deliverance. But Gad, perſuigM © 
the ods of his Providence, commands Moſes to go u 
the King of Egypt, and demand the Liberty of his People WM! 
Moſes having but a little before been ſo roughly diſmils! 
Pharaoh's Preſence, and fo unkindly rejected by tht 
{ſraclites, declines the Errand by drawing an Argument 

rom each: “ Since the Children of //rael, ſays he, thine 
c own People, would not hear me, though what loi 
c“ fered was ſo much to their Advantage, how canle4 
« pect that fo wicked a Prince as Pharaoh is ſhould git 
& Credit to {uch a s Stammereras I am, ina Matterh 
< much to his Loſs? ” But the Lord, as before, is tl 
patient in hearing and removing Mo/es's Objections 
and therefore tells him, . Conſider I have made the 
« as a h God to Pharaoh, and Aaron thy Brother ſhal 
<« be thy Interpreter or Orator. Thou ſhalt tellh 


“ all that I have commanded thee, and ye ſhall demangt 
6 of Pharaoh the Deliverance of my People. And init! 
cc thou mayſt not be diſcouraged by a Repulſe as beiorgic: 
cc take Notice that Pharaoh ſhall give no Credit err 
* what thou ſayſt, that I may thereby ſhew my Poe b 
c and Wonders on him and his People, and delivering Se 
Children of ae] by the Strength of my Hain 


8 Stammerer, The Word in the Text, 
Exod. vi. 12 is render'd, Who am of un- 
circumciſed Lips, that is, flow of Speech; 
for Meſes labour d under a Defect in his 
Tongue, as he urged when God firſt 
pitched upon him to undertake the De- 
Iiverance of his People. But the Word 
Uncircumtiſed is phraſeologically uſed up- 
on ſeveral Occaſions by the Hobrews ; is 
when they call any one xntiremmciſed in 


Heart, Mind, or Tongue, they mea © 
that labours under a Pefect in any of 
Belides, as Circumciſion was the fil! 
greateſt Sacrament among them» {0 
circumciſon was eſteemed by them 
greateſt Scandal and Diſgrace. 

h God, That is, by exercilin 
* of God upon him, thou 
as terrible to him as God. 


£6 Fo 
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por fince Pharaoh hath begun to harden his Heart 
' in contemptuouſly treating me, and abuſing my 
People, Iwill now permit him to go on in his obſti- 
« nate Humour, that I may exert my Power in mi- 
« raculous Operations in the Land of Egypt. There- 
« fore when ye come into Pharaoh's Preſence, and 
« he ſhall demand a Miracle of you, to convince him 
G of the Truth of your Meſſage, thou ſhalt direct Aaron 
to caſt his Rod on the Ground before Pharaoh, and 
it ſhall be turned into a Serpent.” Thus inſtructed 
they appear before Pharaoh, and delivered their Meſ- 
lige; which he rejecting, Aaron caſt down his Rod 
before the King in the Sight of his Servants, and it 
became a Serpent. To confront this Miracle the King 
preſently ſends for his i Magicians, who by their In- 
(chantments perform the ſame that Aaron did by God's 
immediate Power : For throwing down theirRods,they 
became in Appearance Serpents, yet with this Differ- 
ence,, that Aaron's devoured theirs, and reſumed its 
wonted Form. - 

This harmleſs Miracle made no — on the ob- 
ſtinate Tyrant, for it had no miſchievous Effect on 
King or People, who look'd on it but as a Trial of 
Skill between Artiſts: Therefore God reſolves to make 
ule of more ſenſible Scourges, and aMitt the Egyptians 
With ſuch a Succeſſion of Plagues, as ſhould compel 
them to diſmiſs the inflay'd 1/raelites; and having ob- 
rd to Moſes, that Pharaoh's Heart was hardened, 
e bid him take the Rod, which had been turn'd into 
Serpent, and offer himſelf in Pharaoh's View, at his 
Will Time of coming to the Banks of the River Vile; 


Magician. Two of which, who pro- v. 22. and ſo likewiſe of his being for- 
KW! were the moſt eminent of the Com- ty Vears of Age, v. 23. when he went 
ny, are by the Apoſtle named Jannes to viſit his Brethren, which is not in 
nd Jambres, 2 Tim. iil. 8. not from any Exod. ii. And ſo his having before- 
ve of the Old-Teſtament, but from hand either ſome Inſtinct or Revelation 
me Other Records of the Jews; as di- from God, that he ſhould be a Deliverer 
cher Things mentioned in the New- of his People, which ſeems to be referred 
[element, viz. Moſes's being brought to Adds vii. 25, but is not in the Old- 
ie Exyprian Learning, Ads. vii, Teſtament, © : 

| giving 
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giving him this further Inſtruction: © Tell him the 
& Almighty God of the Hebrews hath ſent thee ty 
“ him; and tho' he hath been ſo obſtinate hither 
<« to detain the J/raelites, their God will aMict hin 
& for his Perverſeneſs: That he will make him ſenſ. 
& ble by his Judgments, which he will inflict upon 
c him and his People: And, to incourage Moſes in 
the Execution of his Commiſſion, he promiſes hi 
Aſſiſtance in the Performance of the firſt Miracle 
which was turning the Water of the River into 
Blood. ; 
Moſes obeys, and at the appointed Time waits the 
King's coming to the k River, and throwing himlel 
in the Way, accoſts him with this Meſſage. The in 
Adel Prince, obdurate to all the ——. of the tyo 
heavenly Miſſionaries, perſiſts in his Reſolution (6 
little did the firſt Miracle operate on him; ) and tho 
Moſes and Aaron admoniſhed him of the Omnipotence 
of their God, he would not believe them. Upon 
which Aaron receiving the Rod from Moſes lifted 
up as God had commanded, and Rong the Water 
it turned into * Blood ; which immediately ſtagnating 
grew ſo offenſive with its poiſonous Putrefaction, thit 


A 


* Riv:y. This is the River Nilus, not unlikely, that their great Deity Om 
which is incomparably the moſt famous was worſhipped for Nilas. The Fol 
River in the World, whether we conſi- tain of this River is now known N 
der the Greatneſs of it, (for it runs a- in the Mountains called the Maria 
bout nine hundred German Miles) or the © of the Moon, and one of the Titles of Þr 
Things it produces, or the miraculous fer John is, King of Goyome, where V# 
Ebbing or Flowing of it. It is abſo- begins; but the Ancients were totally 
lutely called in the Scripture Nachal Mif- norant of it, inſomuch that this wasred 
raim, the River of Egypt: From whence oned among the Proprieties of Nils, u 
the Word Nile is not unnaturally derived it concealed its Spring, of which 
 Nahal, Naal, Neel, Neil, And Pempo- takes Notice in his tenth Book. 
nins Mela, I. 5. c. 10. reports, That the * Blood, Theoderet upon Exodus (i 
Fountain of Nile is called Nachw! by the thus of this Change of the Wires 0 
Ethiopians, Now whereas God ſays to Nile: Being changed into Blood they 
Moſes, Exod. vii. 15. Go to Pharaoh in cuſed the Egyptigus of the Murder al 
the Morning, when he ſhall go forth to the Infants. And the Book of Wijion vit 
Vater, we may reaſonably fuppoſe, as makes the fame Obſervation: Tnfttad 
the Perſians every Morning worſhip'd « Fountain of running Water, the Eu 
the Rifing - Sun, ſa the Egyptians every were tronbled with corrupt Blood, vl 
any em. did the Nile, and that this go- was to rebuke the Comm 4Y 
ing forth of the King to the River was killing of the Children, 
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EXODUS 7. Verſe 12. JE 
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the Fiſh were ſuffocated, and the Inhabitants were 
Forced to dig for Water in new Places to allay their 
thirſt. And notwithſtanding this Plague continued upon 
nem for ſeven Days, yet Pharaoh was {till obſtinate; 
and the more, becauſe Moſes being known to have had 
is Education among the Egyprians, the King con- 
cluded, that all this was performed by magical Skill. 
Wherefore calling for his Magicians he put them up- 
bn the ſame Trial; who taking ſome of the Water 
rhich the Egyptians had digged, by their Inchant- 
nents they made him believe that they turned it to 
Blood. And tho' this was but a Deluſion, yet it con- 
kinc'd Pharaoh that what Moſes and Aaron had done, 
vas not the Effect of any ſupernatural Virtue, but a 
meer Trick of Art, and thereupon returns reſolute to 
op the Iſraelites. | 

But Heaven perſues him with repeated Miracles 
Gor as ſoon as the ſeven Days are expired, Moſes at the 
Command of God accoſts him again and renews his 
Inſtances for the Delivery of the //raelites ; threaten» 
g upon his Refuſal to bring 1 the Land ſuch pro- 
ligious Numbers of Frogs, as ſhould viſit him and his 
Pubjccts in their moſt private Receſſes. Pharaoh re- 
purdleſs of his Threats defies him; upon which Moſes 
bives Aaron | order to take the Rod, and ſtretch forth 
bis Hand with it over the River, which in an Inſtant 
Þ affected all the Waters of Egypt, that, not waitin 
br the flow Productions of Nature, the animat 
teams unburthen themſelves upon the Land in Shoals 
Frogs; which immediately, invade all Parts, infeſt- 
g even the Royal Palace with their ungrateful Croak- 
Is. Now again Pharaoh had recourſe to his Magi- 


pat they made him belicve they wrought the ſame 
ſlracle; which harden'd Pharaoh for a while; but 


| ' Order, It may be obſerved from the Miracles, who was the Director or 
d. vii. 19. and viii. 5. that Aaron Sovereign, and gave to Aaron the Power 
pred Order from Maſes to perform delegated to him from God, 
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172 A Compleat History Book 
the loathſom Plague perſuing him and his People where. 
ever they went, he is forcd to apply himſelf to My 
and Aaron for Relief, offering to capitulate with their 
God upon Terms of Permiſſion for them to go and 
ſacrifice to him. Moſes demands the Time whenthj 
ſhall be put to an Iſſue, and they both agree uponthe 
next Day. Accordingly -50 addreſſes himſelf u 
God, and the Frogs ſoon died, which the People g. 
thered in Heaps, ſo that the Land ſtank of tha 


The Infidel Prince, thinking the God of the Helm 
had diſcharg'd all his Plagues, unfaithfully breaks h 
Word, and refuſes to let the Iſraelites go to ſeryethei 
God. This Violation ſo provokes the Almighty, thi 
he reſolves to treat the haughty Tyrant in a more fu 

riſing manner than he had hitherto done; for befor 
Fe Er denounced his Judgments, giving him Wan 
ing, that he might eſcape them: But now he will git 
him no further Notice, and therefore commands 0 
to direct Aaron to ſtretch out his Rod and ſtrike tht 
Duſt with it, that it might become = Lice. Au 
obeys, and ftraightway the animated Duft tun 
into ſwarms of Vermine, which the Magicians, wi 
had faintly imitated the former Plagues, now atten} 
in vain; they own their Art out-done, and acknov 
ledge this to be the inimitable Work of a divine Hin 

m Lice. What kind of Creature this Rivet, And this I take to be the Rt 
was, is not certainly known, the Verſi- ſon, why the Magicians could noted 
ons and Commenrators differing very terfeit this Miracle, as it was e! 
much in their Opinion of it. The Sep- them to do thoſe of the Serpents 


tuagint tranſlate it here, and in Pſal. cv, Blood, and the Frogs ; which were Thi 
31. Knipes, and ſo Philo and the vulgar to be had every where. This, 1% 


Edition retains the Word ; which ſeems may paſs for a more probable ny 


to come from the Word Knizein, which the Fancy of the Hebrews, who ii) 
Ggnifies to prick, and they were a kind the Devil's Power is bounded to ef 
of Gnat, In this Pliny, Columella, Heſy- ducing of no Creature leſs than 4 
Tremellius, the French, Engliſhand divers rical Reaſon, and too Poetical e“ 
other Tranſlations render it by Lice, and Poetry, who affirms, that the Mig” 
Lice too might have Wings. It ſeems failed in the third Plague, to Ine 
to me moſt probable, that it was ſome Defe& of human Philoſophy vw 
new kind of Creature called Analogically comes to the 3 of che Trin 
by an old known Name, which is Pere- ſuch whimſical Alluſions and Cos 
riass Conjedture, and is approved by do more hurt than good in mA 
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EXODUS 8. Verſe 6. 
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Vet now again, notwithſtanding the Obſtinacy of 
Pharaoh, who would not in the leaſt hearken to Moſes 
Ind Aaron, God condeſcended to give him another 
zummons. © Riſe up (ſays God to Moſes) early in 
the Morning, and meet Pharaoh as he comes to 
the River: Tell him, thus faith the Lord; Let my 
people go that they may ſerve me, or J will ſend 
Swarms of n Flies upon thee and thy People, which 
I hall fill their Houſes, and cover the Face of the 
Earth: And that thou mayſt know, that this is 
brought as a Judgment upon thee and thy Subjects 
for oppreſſing my People, I will on that Day ſe- 
parate the Land of Goſhen, in which my Servants 

dwell, from the reſt of Egypt, that the Flies ſhall 

not moleſt them.” Accordingly, upon Pharaoh's 

ot ſubmitting, the next Day Clouds of ſwarming In- 

ts fill the Air, which in numberleſs Troops deſcend 

o the Earth, and with their ſullen and unuſual Noiſe 
uprize and affright the wretched Inhabitants. All 

Ittempts prove vain and fruitleſs to remove this in- 

cling Evil; their moſt private Receſſes cannot ſe- 

re them from the poiſonous Bitings of theſe revenge- 

ll Animals, and a Succeſſion of painful Miſery in- 

Fes them on all Sides. Not Phaxgoh's Guards can 
he him from the pungent A this flying Hoſt, 

ach boldly ſwarm about and ſeize the very Wea- 

ons they ſhould draw in their Maſter's Defence. The 
word and Spear are uſeleſs to repel this airy Foe, 
woſe penetrating Sting is ſharper than their Point. 
he Magicians with confuſion look upon this direful 
ue, and no more pretend to offer at any Imitati- 


Flies. So our Engliſh Tranſlation. Country; which is not very probable. 
Y em ſays, All Sorts of Flies. The for the Puniſhments hitherto were ra- 
r Remomwhyan , a particular ther troubleſome than mortal; tho? this 
BY Fly called a Dog-Fly, from his Puniſhment of infinite Numbers of ſmall 
F. Some tranſlate this a Mixture of Tormentors is ſo great a one that God 
-n The French, une meſlee de Beſtes, calls them his Army, Joel ii. 25. nay his 
Us and Tremellius, Collaviem, and Jo- ' Great Army, The Locuſt, the Cankerworm, 
0 * to underſtand it of ſeveral and the Caterpillar, aud the Palmer-worm, 
ot wild Beaſts that infeſted the my great Army, which T ſent among you. 
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194 A Cumpleat daſtory Bool 
on: A general Horror er the Towns and Fichi 
and all the Country echoes with the Cries of torturd 
Men and Cattle. Pharaoh not able to indure th 
Plague calls preſently for Mo/es and Aaron, and in: 
ſullen diſcontented Tone bids them go and facrifice ty 
their God, but not beyond the Bounds of Egypt. H 
was deſirous of Relief, but unwilling to part with 
People, by whoſe Slavery he had reap'd ſo great A 
vantage; and being a Stranger and Enemy to the tui 
God, he did not conceive, that the //rael:zes coll 
not acceptably facrifice to their God whilſt underth 
Egyptian Bondage. Moſes, not willing to provoke 
but rather convince Pharaoh, diſcreetly anſwer'd; N 
cannot facrifice to our God in this Land, for that woll 
be an o Affront to the Zgyprians, and they will ber 
veng'd on us. Permit us therefore to avoid their R 
ſentment by going three Days Journey into the Wi 
derneſs, and ſacri fice to our God as he hath command 
ed us. If nothing elſe will ſerve you, ſaid Phar 
but to go into the Deſart, I will let you go, but n 
far: And in return for this Conceſſion, intreat yo 
God to remove this Plague. Moſes promiſed ton 
tercede for him, but cautions Pharaoh to be finct 
in his Grant; and being gone from his Preſence ad 
dreſs'd himſelf to God to remove the Plague of Flr 
His Prayers are heard, and the Inſects take their fligit 
but Pharaoh no ſooner found himſelf deliver'd frot 
this Judgment, but returns to his former Obſtinac 
and poſitively forbad the //7aelites to ſtir out of 
Dominions. 

Upon this high Provocation God ſent Moſes ag 
to Pharaoh with this Meſſage : . Thus faith the 
« of the Hebrews; Let my People go that they 
cc ſerve me, or be aſſured I will viſit all thy Cit 
<« that are in the Field with a grievous Murrain; 4 


© Fffront. That is, if we ſhould ſa- the Sheep, they will be atome; 
crifice thoſe Creatures which the Egyp- us ſacrifice their Gods to our God. 
cians worſhip for Gods, as the Ox and ( 
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to make thee ſtill more ſenſible of my Omnipotence, 
k I will by a wonderful Diſtinction preſerve the Cat- 
tle of my People, whilſt I deſtroy thoſe of the 
Egyptians. This by Pharaoh's Obſtinacy was fa- 
ly verified upon the Egyprians Cattle the next Day: 
[he generous Horſe loaths his full Manger and loy'd 
1 W:ftures, and ſinks under his Rider; the Aſs and Camel 
n no longer ſupport their Burdens, or their own 
eight; the labouring Ox drops down dead before 
ePlough ; the harmleſs Sheep die bleating, and the 
uthful Dogs lie gaſping by them. 

Though Pharaoh ſaw one Part of Nature extinct 
core his Eyes, he continued his former Temper, and 
eolyed ſtill to brave Heaven with his impious Per- 
erſeneſfs. And remembring what, Moſes ſaid of the 
reſervation of the Hraelites Cattle, he ſends to Goſben 
learn how it had fared with them; and is aſſured 
here was not one of the Cattle of the //raelites dead 


ty, but a direct Judgment upon him, exactly anſwer- 
the divine Prediction. Notwithſtanding this he 
ll not be convinced, but continues in his former 
clolution, not to let the //raelites go. 

Therefore ſince neither Admonitions nor Threats 
Il prevail upon his obdurate Heart, God reſolves to 
prize him with a Plague without giving him any 
ning; and immediately commands Moſes and Aaron 
take Handfuls of Aſhes from the Furnace, and be- 
te Pharaoh's Face to throw them in the Air. The 
egnant Aſhes ſoon ſpread the dire Contagion, and 
e tainted Air infects the Egyptians Blood with its 
onous Influence; which appears upon their Skin 
ſwelling v Scabs and Ulcers, and their whole Con- 


which he might have ſeen, that this was no Caſu- 


bs, ec. This by Moſes, Exad. ix. 10. 
cud Ulcus Inflationzm germinans in ho- 
r. Sprouting out with Blains, &c. 
| roms and Tremellins render, Erum- 
Is 

fronted C of the Curſes with which Diſobedi- 

; Spas threatned, The Lord ſhall 
0 e with the Botch of Egypt, &cc. 


prllnlis. This in Deut. xviii. 27. 


From hence, I believe,camethe Calumny, 
which Trog. Pompeins, Diod. Sicius, Ta- 
citus and other Heathens caſt upon the 
Hebrews, viz. that they were expelled 
Egypt for being ſcabbed and leprous, 
which Miſtake was eaſy, inſtead of be- 
ing diſmiſt for having brought thoſe Diſ- 
eaſes upon the Egyprians., 
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176 A Compleat Fiſtlory Bockll, 
ſtitution became a noiſom Spring of Sores. Thi 
Plague was fo torturing, that the Magicians (who po 
fibly once more would have tried their Skill to ſee i 
they could regain. their Credit) were not able to ſtand 
before Moſes, for it affected them as well as the ie 
of the Egyptians. | 
And now Pharaoh, whoſe Obſtinacy before procect 
ed from his natural Averſion to the Servants of the 
true God, is judicially harden'd by the Almighty Lot, 
who reſolves to make him a Monument of his Powe 
to all Poſterity. He makes the Powers of Hema 
the Inſtruments of his Revenge, and calling to Mi: 
he gives him this ws z Go early in the Mon: 
“ ing to the King of Egypt, and tell him, that [ th 
“ God of the Hebrews demand the Liberty of m 
« People that they may worſhip me; which if 
© refuſe, he may be aſſured I will ſhower my 4 Plagu 
« upon him and his People; and IT will make iu 
« know, that I am the only God on Earth. Saytu 
ce ther to him: If when lately I ſmote the Cat 
& with the Murrain, Thad ſmitten thee and thy Peop 
with Peſtilence, thou hadſt been cut off from ti 
« Earth. But I have reſerved thee to ſhew my Pow: 
“ upon, and by the Judgments F ſhall inflict upo 
« thee, I will publiſh my Name to all the Wor 
« Oppreſs not, nor detain my People; for if de 
c doſt, to ſ Morrow by this Time, (unleſs thou fw 
& mitteſt thy ſelf) I will ſend ſuch a Storm of Hi 
from Heaven upon Egypt, as never was kno"! 
q Plagnes. By Plagues in this Place Murrain, I had ſmitten thee and th F | 
(ix. Exod. ix. 14.) is not meant» that ple with Peſtilence, thou hadſt been ® 
God would ſend all the Plagues which he from the Earth. And this Go! lac 
afterwards inflied ſucceſſively, butthoſe let the Egyptians know, that he d, 
which attended this Plague from Hea- do this only to threaten them, du 
ven, as Hail, Thunder, Lightning, Rain. he was able to cur them off vi 
r If, &c. Here God ſhews that he pleaſed, by the ſame Power that be 


wanted not Power to deſtroy Pharaoh fore deſtroy'd the Cattle. * 
and his Subjects for oppreſſing his Peo- CTMorrow, It is very common , 
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le Iſrael; but chat he reſery'd him for ture to find the particuler Time 
greater Puniſhment: And therefore the preſs'd; which is uſed only lo fe- 
Cpeldee Paraphraſe renders Exod, ix. 15. Certainty of Providence. 
4 when T lately ſmete the Cattle with the l 
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& fincc it was ta Nation. And that thou mayeſt not 
«& loſe what Cattle the Murrain left, (which bein 
not in the Field eſcaped that Plague) fend thy Ser- 
“ yants, and let them drive them under Shelter; for 
c upon every Man and Beaſt, which ſhall be found 
ein the Field, the Storm ſhall fall, and they ſhall 
« {urely die. | | 

This threatning Meſſage did not ſo far affect Pha- 
noh as to take Care of himſelf or People; but ſome 
of them, who had been u Witneſſes of the dreadful 
Wrath of God, made a prudent Uſe of the divine 
Caution, and houſed their Cattle in Time, by which 


U 


Means they were preſerved. 

And now the Time appointed being come, Moſes 
tends the harden'd King, and to convince him of the 
Truth of what he had threaten'd him with, waves 
Wand in the Air, which ſoon began to murmur 
u imperfect Sounds, till the full-charged Clouds with 
mpetuous Force burſt and diſcharged themſelves in 
uch terrible Peals of Thunder, as ſhook the whole 
ne of Nature. This is ſucceeded by a ſtony Shower 
f monſtrous Hail, ſuch as Winter never yet produced 
om her ſtormy Magazines, which cover'd the Ground 
th the ſcatter'd Ruins of Trees and Houſes, and the 
1d Bodies of Men and Beaſts. Nor docs the divine 
engeance ſtop here; the Heavens become a Body of 
cud Fire, which darting on the Ground glides o'er 
e Waters, and every Place with dreadful Horror. 
las ſhocks the haughty Tyrant, who ſeeing Nature 
he imagined) ready to diſſolve, melts into Penitence, 
d confeſſes himſelf guilty. But this being an Act 
Neceſſity, not of Virtue, it dies with his Fear; 
bich Moſes ſoreſaw; for when Pharaoh beg'd him 


” 


Nations Egypt was firſt inhabit- ing them before the Storm, that they. 
V Zeſraim ( whence it is called in feared the Lord; which implies not a 
 Meſraim, and to this Day by reverential Fear, but a ſervile Fear, in- 
Imts, Meſra) the Son of Cham. to which they had been terrified by the 
nfs. Exod. ix, 20. It is ſaid Judgments God had inflicted on them. 
5 chat ſecured their Cattle by houſ- 
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178 A Compleat History  Bookll, 
to intercede to God for him, and to remove this Plague, 
Moſes tells him, he will anſwer his Requeſt, but al- 
{ures him he knows he does not mean ſincerely, and thut 
his Repentance was ary the Effect of his Fright. Of 
this the Lord (as he had done before) gave Moſes Notice: 
& I have harden'd his Heart, ſaid he, and the Hearts 
c of his Servants, that I may ſhew theſe my Wonder 
& before them, and that thou mayſt tell in the hearing 
ce of thy Sons, and the //7aelires to ſucceeding Gen: 
& rations, what Prodigies I have wrought in Eg 
* that ye may all know, that I am the Lord, the Al 
& mighty Jehovah. Wherefore go to Pharaoh, and 
ce tell him; Thus faith the Lord God of the Hebrew), 
&« Why doſt thou perſiſt in thy Obſtinacy? Let ny 
c People go, that they may ſerve me, or I will bring 
“e the Locuſt into thy Land to morrow, which {hal 
“ come in ſuch Swarms, as ſhall cover the Surface d 
ce the Earth, and devour all the » Products of it that 
« haveeſcaped the former Plagues. And this ſhall prone 
ce {ucha Plague as none of thy Predeceſſors ever ſaw. 
Moſes, having deliver'd this Meſſage toPharaoh,witt: 
drew; which the Courtiers perceiving, and fearing 
Moſes was gone to call down more Plagues upon then 
very roughly accoſt their King, deſiring him to let ti 
{fraelites go to ſerve their God leſt he deſtroy d then 
all for his Obſtinacy. Their Importunity prevail 
more than God's Threats and Judgments; theretol 
ſending for Moſes and Aaron, he told them they mig! 
go and ſerve their God; but only the Men, not Wc 
men or Children. Moſes inſiſted upon all the //raelit 
going, young and old, Sons and Daughters; nay, 4 
their Flocks and Herds : “ For we muſt hold aFal 
„ /ays he, to the mighty Jehovah, and all muſt beat! 
This put Pharaoh out of Temper, for he look due 
this Demand as very inſolent; therefore he bad tie 
look to it, and conſider well what they inſiſtel q 


and in a very threatning manner diſmiſs'd them. 
off 


® Produt?s, That is, the Wheat and the Rye, Exod, ix. 32, which before) 
Fprqurea out of the Earth, 5 M 


0 
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Cy Moſes being thus again repulſed, by God's Command, 
i- WW iretch'd out his Hand with the Rod in it, and imme- 
AL 


diately ax ſcorching hot VV ind blew all that Day and the 
Night following, which by next Morning drove end- 
IIs Legions of devouring y Locuſts, which left the 
Earth as naked and depopulate, as if the Northern 
Storms of Winter had invaded it. The happy Pro- 
{uct of the fertile Nie, and all that bountitul Nature 
worded, was carried off by theſe airy Pulagers. Pha- 


began to bea little more ſenſibly rouch'd with this 
A. dague than any of the former; for he plainly foreſaw 
add the Deſtruction of the Fruits of the Earth mult 


a Time prove the Deſtruction of Man and Beaft 
11 Micretore calling haſtily for Moſes and Aaron, he in 
more ſupplant Manner than uſual addreſſes himſelf 
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devouring Famine.” 


Forching, Gc. Our Tranſlation has 
f Wind, The Vulgar has Ventum wren - 
4 burning Wind, The Septuugiut, 2 
% Wind; which Opinion I tollow, 
IV the Jews will unanimoully have it 


ts of Afric were moit infeſted with 
duſts, where they are in ſome Places 
chief Food of the Inhabitants; ſo 
from hence by a Southerly or South- 
ler Wind they might eaſily be driven; 
cannot agree with ſome, that the 
ind blowing all Day and Night 
Nuced them. | 


Jy of Laufts, This is the Creature which 
\ 1 0 sert call a Graſs-hopper. Won- 


ae the Accounts which Authors 
It of theſe Kinds of Armies of Lo- 
nd of the Order and Regularity of 
* Marches. Aldrovandas and Fince- 
lap, That in the Year of our Lord 
they were ſeen to fly over twenty 
in Germany in one Day, in man- 


m. 0 2 formed Army, divided into ſe- 
oreli Scuadrons, and having their Quar- 
"Mo PU! when they reſted; That the 


"Ot 


be an Eaft Wind) becauſe the South 


N 2 


them : “I have indeed offended Zehovah your God, 
in refuſing to obey his Command, and you in break- 
ng my Word ſo often with you; forgive me this 
Offence , and intreat your God to avert this 
Judgment, that I and 75 People periſh not by 


2s anſwers his Requelt, 


Captains marched a Doy's Journey before 
the reſt, to chooſe the moſt opportune 
Places for their Camp: That they never 
removed til! Sun riſing; at which Time 
they went away in as much Order as an 
Army of Men could do: That ar laſt 
having done great Miſchief whereſoever 
they paſs'd, after Prayers made to God, 
they were driven by a violent Wind in- 
to the Belzick Ocean, and there drowned 

but being caſt again by the Sea upon the 
Shore, cauſed a great Peſtilence in the 
Country. Some add, that they cover'd 

an hundred and forty Acres of Land ar 

a Time. St. Jerome upon Joel ſpeaks 

thus: « When the Armies of Locuſts 
« came lately into theſe Parts, and filled 

« all the Air, they flew in fo great Or- 

c der, that Slates in a Pavement cannot 

te be laid more regularly, neither did they 

« ſtir one Inch out of their Ranks 

There are reckon'd thirty ſeveral Sorts of 

Locuſts by Pliny, and (it we may believe 

him) ſome of three Foot long. See J. 11. 

4. 29. 


and 
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180 A Compleat Hiſtory Bool. 
and immediately retiring, prayed to God, who by: 
ſtrong Weſterly Wind drove the Locuſts into the 


z Red Sc. | 
This Plague thus removed, Pharaoh returns to his 


former Obſtinacy and Contempt of God's Commands 
and refuſes to let the //raelites go. Wherefore God bids 
Moſes ſtretch forth his Hand towards Heaven, that 
there might be a Darkneſs over the Land of Eg 6 
thick that it might be a felt. Moſes obeys the heaven 
ly Command, and immediately from the Caverns of 
eternal Night ſuch ſolid Clouds of Darkneſs inyaded 
the Sky, that Nature all at once lcem'd to be involy' 
in one dreadful Eclipſe; the Sun no longer incourage 
the lower World with his chearful Beams; the Moon, 
with the Stars, her gawdy Sanhedrim of borrow! 
Light, no more illuminate the darken'd Air; and al 
Things put on the diſmal Aſpect of Death, as if Ni 
ture were returning to her original Chaos. This Scene 
of Horror laſted for three Days, which ſo affectedtir 
haughty King, that though he had long ſtood un 
moveable againſt the Threatnings and Judgments 0 
God; yet now fearing an univerſal Diſſolution, a! 


2 Red Sea. Various are the Opinions or 2 Raſh, and thence called the 94 
of Interpreters about the Epithet Red or Ruſiy Sea, See the Note on the fle 
given to this Sea, Some will have it ſo Letter 1. 
called from the Reflection of the Sun 2 Felt. So the Seetnagint and 0 
upon it from the Red Mountains near it. Tranſlations render it. Some will hf 
Others, that it is naturally Red of it ſelf. this to be a Hyperbolical Expreſſim, 
Pliny, lib. 6. cap. 23. ſays, it is called by ſet forth the Exceſs of this Plague: Tiv 
the Greets, Erythreum Mare, or Red-Sea, whether this Darkneſs was really in f 
rrom Erythra the King, and Son of Per- Air, or only in their Eyes, which mi 
ſens, whoſe Sepulchre is reported ro he be blinded for a Time; or whei 
in Trina, an !{land of the Red Sea. O- Suſpenſion of Light from the Add 
rhers are of Opinion, that it is called ſo lumination in that Country; or whe 
from the Red Sand or Coral, with which it were from a black, thick and can 
this Sea abounds ; and this they confirm Vapour, which poſſeſs'd all the Alt! 
from Pliny, who, 1. 32, c. 2. owns impoſlible to determine. I fancy th4t! 
that it abounds in Coral. But whatever Darkneſs of Hell below, which is c 
che Verſions render it, it's certain the He- Utter Darkneſs, aroſe and overſhado# 
brew Word Suph ſignifies a Bound, and it the Land; and for this I am auth 
is by them called the Sea of the Bound, by the Wiſdom of Solomon, xvii. 13. ve 
becauſe of the Boundaries between Ara- he calls it a Night that came upon ® 
bia and the Holy Land, not far diſtant outof the Dangeon of Hell; and hee 
from it. The Word S»ph alſo ſignifies a was the more proper to be (as help? 
Storm, and thence it is alſo called the ter) an Image of that Dar neſs wi 
Stormy Sea, It likewile ſignifies Sedge; ſhould afterwards receive 15 * 
: | 118 
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The plague of Darknels. 
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frighted at the continual b Terrors of this long Night, 


he begins to give Way, and calling for Moſes, he ſays 
to him, Ve may go with your little ones and ſerve 
the Lord; but for my Security, I will have you leave 
your Flocks and Herds behind you.” This was a 
poor Advance more than what he had before offer'd, 
and which Moſes peremptorily rejects; aſſuring him, 
that it was the expreſs Command of their God to remove 
with all their Subſtance, and that they knew not in 
hat Manner they were to offer Sacrifice to their God, 
till they came to the Wilderneſs. This Propoſal fo 
offended Pharaoh, that in great Diſpleaſure and Im- 
patience he commands him to be gone; and aſſures 
him, that if he ever again appear before him, it ſhould 


oſt him his Life. Moſes takes him at his Word, and 


promiſes never more to ſee his Face; but before he 
ft the Preſence, he denounces this Judgment to 
im: © Thus faith the Lord, about Midnight will I 
enter Egypt, and all the Firſt-born of the Land 
F ſhall die, from the Firſt-born of Pharaoh that thould 
F ſucceed him in the Throne, to the Firſt-born of 
the Servant in the Mill; and all the Firſt-born 
of Beaſts ſhall die.” And to poſſeſs Pharaoh and his 
jubjects with the greater Fear of this Judgment, he 
d them, there ſhould be ſuch great Lamentation thro? 
Egypt as never was known before: And to convince 
nem of his Care and Indulgence of his own People, 
E tells the Egyptians, that not the leaſt Harm ſhould 
al the //raclites. And though the King ſtill bids him 
Icfhance, to let him ſee he deſpiſed his Threats, he 
is him, he will ſo humble his Subjects with the ſuc- 
feding Plague, that even his Counſellors and prime 
liniſters of State ſhould come and fall down at his 
et, and intreat him and the //7aelites to be gone: 


Terres. It is the Opinion of ſeve- xvii. 6, 14. and Pſalm Ixxviii. 50. Un- 
dat during this three Days Darkneſs doubredly from ſuch unuſual Darkneſs 
tian were frighted with terri- they thought che whole Order of the 
Vilons and Spectres; which Lare World to be overſet and diſſolv'd. 
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182 A Compleat Hiſlory Boobl. 
And aſter that, ſaid Moſes, Iwill go out. Having thy 
deliver'd his laſt Meſſage to the King of Egypt, with: 
more than uſual Warmth of Zeal, he took his Leave. 
The //raeites, during their long and grievous Bor 
dage were Poſſeſſors of no great Wealth, their tyra 
nical Matters, no doubt, taking Care to keep then 
bare enough; therefore God, to incourage Moſes u 
ſupport them in their Deliverance, promiſes them Fr. 
vour in the Eyes of the Egypriams, with Inftruction u 
borrow of them the molt valuable Things they had 
It was on the fourteenth Day of the firit © Moni 
that Moſes took his Leave of Pharaoh And God, har 
ing predetermined his People's Deliverance at th 
Time, had inſtituted the Paſlover ſome Days befor 
and given Direction to Moſes how it ſhould be oh 
ſerv'd; which was after this Manner. Every Fami 
of Iſrael (or if the Family was too little, two neg) 
bouring Families joining together) was on the tent 
Day of this Month to take a Lamb, or Kid, andy 
it up till the fourteenth Day of this Month; and tit 
it was to be killed. The Lamb or Kid muſt be a Mu 
of the firſt Year, and without Blemiſh : | A Typed 
Chriſt, who was perfectly innocent.] When it v 
killed, they were to take a Bunch of Hyſſop, Min 
dipping. it in the Blood, (which for that End waspr 
ſerved in a Veſſel) they were to wipe the upper Doo 
oft, and the eg W of the outer Door of cv 
Houſe where they did eat it, and they were not toll 


© Month. Thelſraelites, till they had Month, which was afterwards call! 
been Captives in Babylon, which was ſan; in which God delivered Iſra- 0 Fech | 
about eight hundred Years after they came Egypt, was their ſeventh. But in 
out of Egypt, counted their Months with- nour of that great Work, God appv! 
out any Name, according to their Num- (Exod, xii. 2.) chat this ſhonld bt fh 
ber, the Firſt, Second, Third Month. cc. pinning of Months, the firſt Mont, 1 
And before their coming out of Epypr, Tear to them: That is, with rel” Wl 
rhey began their Year in that Month, their moſt ſolemn Feaſts, and reh 
which was afterwards called Tiſri, (which Affairs; (as for their Policies they ft 
took in Part of the ſeventh and Part of on'd from September.) And this J 
the eighth Month with us) and they con- anſwers to Part of thoſe two Mol 
rinued always after ro begin their Year which from the Hr-athen Romans fe 
with that Month for Civil Aﬀairs. Ac- monly called Marchand April. Set 6 
cording to which Computation, that win, E 3. c. 1. a 
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bout of the Houſe till the next Morning. This was 
Kone to the Intent, that when the Angel of the Lord 
ſhould go from Houſe to Houſe through allEgypr, to 
ſay the Firſt- born of both Man and Beatt of the Egyp- 
ang, he, ſeeing the Blood ſmeared on the Door- poſts, 
might paſs over thoſe Houſes, wherein the //raelites 
rere eating the Lamb or Kid, without doing them 
any Hurt: And from the Angel's thus paſſing over their 
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idnight the 4 Lor 


Lid, Some think God inflicted this 
ue upon the Egyptians immediately 
ſelf; becauſe he ſays, Exod. xi. 14. 
ut Midnight will ] go ont into the midſt 
Eoypt, And to the ſame Effect, Ch. 
12, But it is an ordinary Manner of 
ch to attribute chat to God, which is 
e dy one of his Angels; and that this 
2 Angel, appears out of Ch. xii. 23. 
Lord will paſs over the Door, and will 
ſuffer the Deſtroyer to come into your 
be to ſmite you, From which Place, 
* IxxXviai. 49. where it is faid 
Pe Eeyptians, He caſt bis Wrath up- 
em by ſending evil Angels among 
8 lome collect, that God uſed here 
3 of an evil Angel: Bur it can- 

luppoſed, that God and the Ma- 
ans had the fame Agents; and that 
; of the Pſalm is perhaps ill tranſ- 
ai and Tremellins underſtand by 


Houſes, this Inſtitution was called the Paſſover. The 
mb or Kid was to be eaten neither raw nor ſodden, 
ut roaſted with Fire, and to be dreſs'd whole, nor 
pight a Bone of it be broken. 
rith unleavened Bread, and with bitter Herbs, in Me- 
ory of the ſevere Bondage they had undergone in 
%. If there remained more than could be eaten, 
was to be burnt ;z and no Stranger might eat of it, 
nleſs he was circumciſed. 
git, at this Time only, they were to eat it as in 
ate, with their Cloaths on, and their Staves in their 
ds: Which Ceremony ſhew'd their eager Deſire 
f Deliverance, and their Readineſs for it. 
All Things thus prepared for their Departure, at 
ti {mote all the Firſt-born in the 
and of Egypt, from the Firſt- born of Pharaoh, to 
e Firſt-born of the < Captive that was in the Dun- 


It was to be caten 


As to the Manner of eat- 


it Moſes and Aaron, as Meſſenzers of Evil; 
and if we interpret it (as others) of An- 
gels, it were better render'd in Eng/iſh, 
Deſtroying or Puniſhing Angels, Inflic- 
ters of Evil upon them. I attribute this 
Infliction to the Archangel Michael: Firſt, 
becauſe it was he by Name, who fought 
with the Dragon, and ſmote him and his 
Angels, Rev, x11. 17, Secondly, becauſe 
in Daniel x. 13, he is mention'd as an 
Angel of War. And laſtly, becauſe the 
very Name is ſaid to ſignify, the ſmiting 
of God, Beſides, the Wiſdom of Solomon, 
Ch. xviii, v. 14, 15, 16. gives the ſame 
Hint. 

e Captive. That is, thoſe meaner Ser- 
vants, that were put to grinding, as Sam- 
fox afterwards was, when he had loſt at 
once both his Eyes and Liberty, Judge, 
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184 ACompleat Hiſiory Bookl, 
geon; and all the Firſt- born of the Cattle were fmit- 
ten, as the Lord had that Morning denounced to Py 
raoh by Moſes. The infidel King and his fright 
Subjects now believe the God of //rae! to bein carne 
with them; they awake each other with their diſm 
Cries, and the Horror of the Night adds to their Con. 
fuſion; the expiring Groans of their beloved Firk: 
born deeply affect them, and they expect a Succeſſion 
of Death upon themlelves: Which Pharaoh hoping 
to avert, in haſte ſends for Moſes and Aaron, and com 
mands them to be gone with all Speed. “ Get ya 
forth, /ays he, from among my People, both you 
ce the Children of //rael, and go ſerve your God s jt 
& have ſaid; and take your Flocks and your Herd 
cc as ye demanded, and be gone: [I'll ſtand no longer ai 
& Terms with you, only pray for me, that this Plagu 
« may go no further.” Nor were the Peoplelet in 
ortunate for them to be gone; for they conciude 
if the //raclites tarried any longer among them, thi 
they ſhould all die. 
Moſes having by God's expreſs f Command direct 
the Children of //rae] to borrow of their Egyptii 
Neighbours Jewels of Silver and Gold, and the Lai 
having diſpoſed the Egyprians to lend them what the 
asked for, they by theſe Means 8 ſpoiled the Eg 
of their moſt valuable Things: Nay, ſo urgent vi 
they to have the //raelites gone, that they forced the 
away, not ſuffering them to finiſh their Bread, 
obliging them to tie up their Dough in Cloths, * 
carry it away at their Backs unbaked. Thus at 
50500 was in a Manner deſtroy'd, and the Eg! 
of all Ranks had ſuffer'd ſo deeply for dctaining ! 
{fraclites, they now on a ſudden thruſt them out, 
God had h foretold, and drove them away in [ul 


Command. See Exod. Xi. 2: 3. did fo order it; and that it my" 
8 Spoled, This was not to be drawn look'd on as 2 juft Retribution 7 
into an Example, how excuſable and many and great Injuries done by tel 
juſtifiable ſoever in the Iſraelites, on the zians to the Iſraelites. 
Account that God, who is the Sovereign b Forctold, See Exod. xi. 1 
Lord of all, both Perſons and Things, © 1 5 V 
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Notwithſtanding which, Maſes did not forget to take 
the Bones of i Joſeph, which he, dying in the Faith 
of their Deliverance, had ſolemnly ingaged the Chil- 
ren of Lſrael to k carry up out of Egypt with them, 
and which had now lain incofhin'd there more than a 
hundred and forty Years. 
The Place of general Rendezvous for the //7aelites 
Was! Rameſe, the chief City of Goſhen; from whence 
pn the fifteenth Day of their m firſt Month they ſet 
forward as regularly as a well order'd Army, being in 
Number about ſix hundred thouſand Men, beſides 
Children, and marched to Succoth. With them went 
| mix'd Multitude that were not Maelites, but Stran- 
rs of ſeveral Nations, who having ſeen the Calami- 
zes that Egypt had fuffer'd for //raePs ſake, choſe ra- 
per to ſeek their Fortunes with the //raelztes, than 
ry in a Country almoſt made deſolate. 
And now whilſt their Deliverance was freſh in their 
lemory, God by Moſes commanded the People of //- 
h, that when they ſhould be brought into the Land 
| Canaan, they ſhould ſet apart, and devote unto 
he Lord their F irſt-born both of Man and Beaſt, in 
Remembrance that God for their fakes had {lain all 
he Firſt-born in Egypt. 
The 


| to bind his Laws for a Sen on their 


bb Exod. xiii. 19. 


Carry, Gen. l. 25. 

Rameſe, Exod, Xii. 37. 
" Firſt Month. This was afterwards 
led Mſan and Abib, which takes in 
Nt ot the firſt, and Pars of the ſecond 
ont with us. 
Remembrance. This Remembrance 
Vice expreſs'd in the thirteenth of 
. v. 9, 16. and undoubredly cannot 
ken in a literal Senſe. The Jews 
tod, and thoſe that are for tranſlaring 
cording to the Letter, have fallen 
o ſuch ridiculous Fopperies, as excite 
dcorn or Compaſſion of all, who are 
| Maſters of the leaſt Reaſon. St. Je- 
"ſerves, that the Superſtition of their 
} <%eries owes its Riſe to their having 
en literally the Commandments which 
tad given them ig Exod, X1.9; 16. 


Hands, and to have them as Frontlets be- 
fore their Eyes; that is, to obey them and 
keep them in Remembrance; or as the 
Margin in our Engliſh Verſion, Thou 
ſhalt have a continual Remembrance 
thereof, as of a Thing that is in thy 
Hand, or before thy Eyes. Bur the 1i- 
teral Tranſlation which the Phariſees 
(who on other Occaſions were too much 
given toAllegories)bave put on the Words, 
have made them believe, that they con- 
tained an expreſs Precept of Writing on 
a Piece of Parchment, with a great deal 
of For mality and Ceremony ; and accord- 
ing to the literal Verſion of the Text, 
uſed to bind them to their Forehead and 
left Arm with great Devotion; ſo that 
thoſe who carried them moſt frequently 
were look'd upon as moſt religious, tho 

at 
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The {/raelites being to diſlodge from Succoth, the 
Lord for their Incouragement and Security went be- 
fore them in the Day-time in a Pillar of Cloud, ani 


by Night in a Pillar of Fire, to direct and guide then; 
and the Philiſtines Country was the neareſt for then 
to pals; yet leſt they, ſeeing the Phili/tines with mM 
armed Force oppoſe their Paſſage, ſhould repent oi 
their Dcliverance, and wilfully turn back to Egy 


he led them about thro' the Way of the Wilderness «i | 


the Red Sea; and marching to Etham, they incampe 
there on the Borders of the Wilderneſs, which took 
its Name from that Place. From thence drawing then 
down more to the Red Sea, he cauſed them to incany 
there, between the Straits of the Mountains in Sight 
This God did to intice Pharaoh to pe. 
ſuc them from the Proſpect he might have of Adyar 
tage from the Place, where he might ſee them inclost 
on all Sides, without any Poſſibility of eſcaping. Thi 
was the divine Stratagem, that the Almighty 7 
vah might more fully triumph over the Egyprian Ty 
rant: For he had told Moſes, that Pharaoh would ſy 
They were intangled in the Wilderneſs ; and that i 
would harden Pharaoh's Heart, that he ſhould perſi 
them, andbedeſtroy'd. Which ſucceeded according 
ly; for after the Egyprians had buried their dead Fill 
born, Pharaoh being told that the //7aclites were gon 
and concluding from their long and ſpeedy March 
that they did fly indeed, +. "nr that he had let the 
go: His Bounty in diſmiſſing the inſlaved //raei 
ſcarce ſurvives his Deliverance from the Angel's ſlaup 
tering Hand, and Rage and Revenge ſuccced toil 


of the Sea. 


at the Bottom there is nothing more ſu- 
perſtitious or ridiculous. Now in this 
Place God cannot be ſuppoſed to mean any 
Thing of theſe Superſtitions; for he does 
not ſpeak of the Decalogue, which the Law 
of the Jews uſed to wear in their Phylatte- 
vies, but of the Precept of the Paſſover and 
Unleavened Bread, which God commanded 
them toremember, and that jt might for 


ever be obſerv'd by them, as if it 
pendulous, or hanging before their f 
The Septuagint render this an imm 
Sign or Monument; which cannot bel 
poſed to be material Phyladteries, bi 
Token or Hint to put them in Mine 
their Gratitude to Almighty Godfor® 
Deliverance, 


lat 
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He forgets the Almighty Power that by a Succeſſion 


1 of Plagues had ſo lately afflicted him and his People, 
and regardleſs of the Danger of provoking it again, 
en lindly perſues his own Fate, inſtead of the //rae/zres. 


With all the Force that he could ſo ſuddenly raiſe, 
he put himſelf upon the Perſuit, in order to reduce 
them to his Subjection again. He had with him fix 
hundred choſen » Chariots, and all the Chariots of 


pe vr beſides, that could be got ready at ſo ſhort a Warn- 
oog, with their Commanders, and P Horſemen; with 
nen hich he perſued them, and on the fixth Day after 
mei Departure out of Egypt he came up with them, 
ioh nd found them incamped by the Sca; ſo that as 
per bad propoſed to himſelf, he found the //raelites be- 
var: 0n all Sides, the Sea in Front, huge Mountains on 
Jod beir Flank, and his own Army in their Rear. The 
Tu ght of this Army, and their old Oppreſſor at the 
eh ed of them, ſtruck Terror into the poor Iraelites; 
Is ſoon forgetting their new-gotten Liberty betray 
dn rvile Mind, and envy the flaviſh Condition th 

at ut lately deplored. They reproach Moſes as the Au- 
her or of all their imaginary Woes, and with to reſume 
dinge Yoke they had but now ſhaken off: Long Cuſtom 
Fil inured them to the State of Slavery, and conti- 
gon Servitude of Body imbaſed their Spirits. But 
arche eus Moſæs, not reſenting their reproachful Taunts, 
the pitying their abject Fear, chears them up with 
gel e Allurance of God's Protection and Care:“ The 


ord, /aith he, will fight for you, and compleat your 
to i Deliverance 3 and this numerous Army of the Egyp- 
tans, which now terri fies you, ſhall no more af- 
eight or moleſt you.” Moſes before this incourag- 


amt Chariots, Theſe are the firſt Cha- and ſuch like offenſive Weapons, to an- 
mot be that were uſed in War; in which noy the Enemy. 

"TE" the Cuſtom Jong after for Soldiers P Horſemen. Joſephus writes, that be- 
in Min be. They were armed with Scythes, ſides theſe Chariots, Pharaoh took with 
od for if being drawn by Horſes againſt the him fifty thouſand Horſemen and two 
"> they cut down all in their Way; hundred thouſand Footmen. 


) 
6 ing 


en in them uſing Parts and Spears, 


[ite Fear and Grief for the Death of the Firſt-born: 
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“ and his mighty Army. 
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 tians, caſt a Darkneſs towards them; but the fey 
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ing Aſſurance had addrefsd himſelf to God; who ai i 
moniſh'd him no more at this Juncture to apply hin- 


move forward, giving him Inſtructions how to ſecur 
his People, and afflict their Enemies. The fac 
Rod, by which Moſes had formerly wrought fo man 
Miracles, {till retains its Virtue, as inimitable by Eyy- 
tian Magick as before, but now more fatally deſtruc 
tive. Lift up thy Rod, /a:d the Lord, and ftretcl 
& thy Hand over the Sea and divide it, and the Chi: 
c dren of 7/7ael ſhall go on dry Land p through th 
c midſt of the Sea; and J will harden the Hearts 
« the Egyptians, that they ſhall perſue them, and there 
c will I get me Honour upon the Ruin of Pharal 


* * 
oe ap io. — 


And now to let the faint-hearted ſervile 7/-elit 
ſee, that they were Heaven's peculiar Care, the An 
gel of God, which went before the Camp of If 
in the Pillar of the Cloud, removed and went behir 
them; by which Means it kept the two Camps ap! 
all Night; and the cloudy Side being next the Eg 


Side, being next to the //raelites, gave them Light. 

1/rael being thus ſecured from the terrifying Sig 
of their Enemies, Moſes waves the ſacred Rod overtii 
Sea, and immediately a ſtrong Eaſt-Wind blew at 
drove the Sea back Fol the Land, and dividing i 
Waters, made a dry and ſafe Paſſage for the | 
raelites, who, under the Conduct of their great Guid 
enter the ſandy Plain, and with Amazement bebe 
the (till then) ſecret Wonders of the Deep: Wal 


o Throngh. That the Iſraelites went (as it appears they did, Exod. vill.“ 
not directly croſs the Sea from Shore to compared with Ch. xiv. v. 2.) an 
Shore, but took a ſemicircular Compaſs coming out of the Sea into the Wii 
in the Sea, (according as the Waters were neſs of Etham again, (as it is piain® 
caſt up for them) and return'd to Shore did, and went three Days Journey u 
on the ſame Side, is the Opinion of Wilderneſs of Etham, after the} © 
many learned Men, both ancient and out of the Sea, Numb. xxxiit. 9 f. 
modern. And indeed their going out much Countenance to that Opiniuh 
ef the Wilderneſs of Etham into the Sea, 


> 
* 
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with the Floods, they boldly march on, and inſtead 
bf being terrified with the Sight of a perſuing Ene- 
y, arc entertain'd with the pleaſing View of the 
ders old Spoils, and the Treaſures of the divided Main. 


rol he Egyptians blind with Fury and Revenge perſue 
mic Tract, and not ſuſpecting but that they with their 
uriots and Horſemen might ſafely follow where the 
uM /r2clizes being but Footmen went before, enter in 
ner them to the midſt of the Sea. But when in the 
d borning 4 Watch the Lord had look'd through the 
the lar of Fire and Cloud upon the Egyprians, and throw- 
e their Chariots off the Wheels, had diſorder'd their 


my, the Egyprians ſaw their Error, and faid one to 
nother, Let us fly from the Face of //rael, for 
Jehovah fighteth for them againſt us.” But it 
25 now too late to fly; for Moſes at God's Com- 


end waving the ſacred Wand again, the Sea returns 
n its Strength. The liquid Troops on both Sides 
ne the Signal, and at once uniting cover the thirſty 
apuffottom, whilſt Horror and Confuſion invade the 
ErWghted Egyprians: They hear and fee the roaring 


Vayes break looſe from their inviſible Chain, and with 
pleſs Speed indeavour to avoid their relentleſs Fury; 
tin vain: The mighty God of Jacob will revenge 
ert nelf on the obſtinate Infidels, and their Ruin ſhall 
au 2 laſting Monument of his Juſtice and Vengeance. 
us did the Lord reſcue the Ifraelites from the King 
Egypt and his mighty Army; which being caſt on 
e Shore, was a delightful Spectacle to the ¶ſraelites, 
a Confirmation of the Power of their Almighty 
ad, who had deliver'd them (as the Egyprians poor- 
magined) from inevitable Ruin. This created an 
. xii Wil Reverence in them, not only to God himſelf, 
e We ©© his Servant Moſes, their happy Guide, and by 

oe Hand God had wrought ſo many Wonders for 


ir Preſervation and Safety. 


pinios- 


497m This is reckon'd to begin at the third, and reach to the fxth Hour 
orning. | 
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Being now ſafely got to Shore again, Moſes and the 
Iſraelites in grateful Acknowledgment of their Del. 
verance ſung a triumphant * Song; in which Mirian 
the Prophetels, Siſter to Mo/es and Aaron, joined, taking 
a Timbrel in her Hand, and follow'd by the //aclitij 
Women with Timbrels and Dances, anſwer'd th: 
Men, repeating alternately ſome Parts of the Song. 


Mosts's SONG. 


The Lord's Triumphant Name let all rehearſe, 
Praiſe the dread Maker of the Univerſe ! | 


The Horſe, whom rich Capariſons adorn, 
Proud Riders by the generous Courſers born, 
At once have ſlept their everlaſting Sleep, 
At once lie bury'd in th' Arabian Deep. 
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Great God of War! We will thy Works proclain, 
Thy wondrous Yorks! Jehovah is thy Name. 
Our Saviour Thou, our Strength, our Song, our Prail 
Our Father's God, thy glorious Name we'll raiſe: 
For Thee a ſtately Temple we'll prepare, Out 
Deep as the Centre, tom ring as the Air. Iurn 


F Thus ſaid th inſulting Foe I will perſue, Ir 
My Sword, my thirſty Sword in Blood imbrue : 
The Winds of God blew terrible and loud, 

The Sea the Signal takes, and overwhelms the Proll 
Like Stones, like Lead they fink, they all expire 
Lite Stubble in thy Mrath's conſuming Fire. 

The Waters ſaw, thy Voice the Waters hear, 
Forget their Nature, and in Heaps congeal with Feu. 
Convulſions cleave the Seas int horrid Caves, 
And ſhow a new Abyſs beneath the Waves. 
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© Song. This Song is ſet down in Honour to be joined to the Som uf 
Exod. xv. from v. 1. to 20. and which Lamb. 
in the Revelations, Ch, xv. v. 3. has the 05 
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WW Great God of Iſrael! Mhat vain Idol dare 

With Thee h Eternal Lord of Hoſts compare? 

by Glory ſhall thy ranſom'd Saints expreſs, 

D:dient Nature does thy Pow'r confeſs, 

ul Thee with Faces veil'd the dagled Angels bleſs. 


| Thus the Song of 'Thankſgiving and Praiſe being 
m{h'd, Moſes led the Children of 1/rael from the 
Real Sea into the Deſart of Shur or Etham, in which 
bey marched three Days without finding any Water; 
ſich to ſo great a Number of People, in ſo hot a 
ountry and Seaſon, mult needs be very irkſome. 
ut at length they came to a Place where there was 
Vater enough, but ſo * bitter, that they could not 
Ink of it. This Diſappointment inflamed their 
hirſt, and increaſed their Diſſatisfaction: And tho? 
was but three or four Days ſince they ſo joyfully 
d thankfully praiſed God for their Deliverance from 
e Oppreſſions of the Egyptians, yet they murmured 
anſt Moſes, asking him what they ſhould drink. 
es was ſenſible of the Calamity under which the 
boured; and fearing they ſhould by their further 
umurings provoke the Lord to puniſh them as they 
tryed, he ſtraightway addreſſes himſelf to him in 
Behalf; who no ſooner hears the Complaint, but 
Irefles it, directing Moſes to a Tree, which when 
had caſt into the 9 they became ſweet, and 
People fatisfied their Thirſt. 


rail 


del $22. This Sea hath generally tells us, the Truth of the Story was, that 
beld to have taken the Name from this Frythras was Eſau, who was called 
lux of the Sands tincturing the Wa- EAom and in Greek Erythros, which ſig- 
ich Redneſs, or from the Reeds, or nifies Red, Which Name Eſas had ; be- 
= growing therein of a red Colour. cauſe he came out of his Mother's Womb 
% 10 his Eſſay towards an Amend- Ned, and was confirmed to him from his 
0 the laſt Tranflation of the Bible infatiable Appetite after Jacob's red Pot - 
% p. 219. having ſaid that ic tage. 
ang believ'd to have had that Name t Bitter. From the Bitterneſs of the 
Jthras, Erythrus, or Erythrens, a Waters, the Place took the Name of Ma- 
« King of the Land near unto it, rah, which ſignifies Bitterneſs, 


God 


* 2 Beg - 
4 —_— 8 mo 2 ES 
——— _ — Hee ES * A. : 2 - TREES” 
a — _ - © - 8 = 7 3 2 - 
E — 2 8 J 2— : : . * 2 
5 x 6 — 4 Er LO NEON „ 2 
=. — Wo 4 a : _—_— 5 2 1 — IRS. D ER Se RS. l 
"LF IT a, * * . be — +. Er". —— ot gs OE . 2 A 8 2 
A 2 * * . 2 . I. , = — 8 > + & — I 
oor wy - . 3 „ — T+ . . 8 = 5 
— — . N — * 2 1 


4 or” 
1 


Te — 


R 

r 

— . 

* Pl 
9 


=": oil td hs 
FR - 


— By ra 
* * No 


IL ITS = 
» * ps 
5 8 5 n 
— — * 
—— — ee. >; 


— - N . 
4:26 as. 2 dh — 7 5 25 2 
2 — 2 be Roe Wo. „ Rn 
7 > = May Toe 8 22 l — F IN \ = 
— . =y "ML bk +28 4 * — 0 2 \ = 
. ny R = — + 2 * x Wr 2 5 N 
[2 Ws A e EE : "FAA —_— 1 
oe - (IS)? 2 > 1 2 Y _ wo K 0 — e DA” 7 — 2 _ * 4 nf \ 
— et wy 5 mug) + 8 — ved - Ez) 2 > 5 22 
<A 7 * — — oy 2 = 
22 * ee, by 2 * bc 
— 1 0 "Mo a 4 * * 
— — — ; ; 5 ——— * 23 D 
— — h * 4 _ = 4 2 * he * - 
— mn — * . 1 * 
282 . + 4455 — RT _ 
— — 


g 
f 
. 
tat 
i 
3 
[ 


7 
14 1 
e 2 1 
241 FT RES. 
7 
is * 
LET 2 * 


as wo ne ears wean. 
— > = _ 


e FT at "35 a 
5 I * r > 
CHER LI ap ͤ v — NG Z — 5 
2 — n Nee — a SE © — 
* r oe = - "214 92. I Ge — 
= — — — 
— — 


made ſome ſtay: For when they removed from hend 


Elim and Sinai, it was the fifteenth Day of the f 


made them ſenſible. * Your Murmurings, /aid ti! 
“ are not only againſt us, but againſt the Lord; v 


192 A Compleat Hiſlory Bookl| 

God having thus miraculouſly ſupplied their N. 
ceſſity, it might reaſonably be ſuppoſed, they had ſiſ 
ficient Cauſe to depend upon his Providence, and ney 
more queſtion his Care of them : But their Faith ſcarce 
ly ſurvives his Miracles. From Marah they marche 
to Elim, where they found better Accommodation 
for there were u twelve Wells of Water, and ſeven 
Palms, or Date-trees. Here it may be ſuppoſed thi 


and came to the Wilderneſs of Sin, which is betwe 


cond Month, which was juſt a Month from theD: 
on which they ſet forward out of Egypr. And he 
again it was that the ¶Maelites fell into a general Mu 
tiny againſt Moſes and Aaron. The Sight of a bam 
Wilderneſs, and Shortneſs of Proviſions made the 
diſtruſt God, and break into very indecent Exprel 
ons. Would to God (cry'd they in their Diſco 
« tent) we had died by the Hand of the Lord int! 
« Land of Egypt, where we had Plenty of Bread 
« Meat; for now ye have brought us into this H 
« ſert, where we muſt periſh with Famine.” Ti 
ingrateful Treatment of his Servants the Lord reſent 
as done to himſelf, and of which Moſes and Aa 


c hath heard them, ande'er long ye ſhall know, 
ce it was the Lord that brought you out of H 
© whoſe Arm is not ſhorten'd, but can make a fi 
&« viſion for you as miraculous as your Deliverance. 
The Lord therefore, to awe this murmuring e 
ple into a Belief of his Power and Providence, ha 
ing firſt ſhewed his Glory in the Cloud, told them! 
Moſes, that at Even they ſhould eat Fleſh, and 
the Morning be filled with Bread; which he m 
U Twelve. St. Jerome and Tertullian the twelve Apoſtles, and the ſen 
not inel-yantly make theſe twelve Foun- Palm-trees of the ſeventy Diſcfe 


tains or Wells of Water to be a Type of Chriſt. go 
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good, by cauſing Quails to come up ſo thick in the 
Erening, that they cover'd the Camp, and afforded 


the Haelites Fleth enough. 
vhen the Dew was gone, there lay upon the Ground 
a little white round Thing, as ſmall as the Hoar-froſt, 
and like Coriander- ſced for ſhape: 
ſcaclites ſaw, they wondering ſaid one to another, 
What is this? For they knew not what it was. But 
Cod was plcaſed by Moſes to give them a Direction in 
the Gathering and Uſc of it. Firſt, it was to be ga- 
ier'd freſh * every Morning; all that was gather'd 
as to be ſpent the fame Day. 
em, either out of Curioſity or Diffidence, that they 
pight have a Reſerve, kept ſome of it till the next 
lorning, it putrified and ſtunk. N 
Her it by Meaſure, according to the Number of Heads 
nevery Family. On the ſeventh Day, which was the 
dbath, there was none to be found; therefore they 
ere to gather a double Proportion on the fixth Day, 
nd lay it up for the ſeventh Day; which being 
God's Appointment, and for that Uſe, did not cor- 
This was to them initcad of Bread, and of this 


apt. 


And in the Morning, 


W hich when the 


And when ſome of 


They were to ga- 


kept 


þcy did eat forty Years, till they arriv'd on the Bor- 
1s of Canaan: And as a Memorial of it, that after- 
ncrations might ſee the Bread with which he had fed 
ar Forefathers in the Wilderneſs, God appointed 
an Y Omer of this Manna ſhould be put up in a 
bt, and be laid up before the Lord. 


What, &c. Our Tranſlations, and 
ne others, make Moſes fall intoa pla n 
rad tion in relating this Story of the 
Wa, Exod. xvi. 15. which they ren- 
bus; And when the Children of Iſrael 
it; they ſaid one to another it is Manna 
they wiſt not what it was, But why 
&reral Authors both ancient and mo- 
> Nat have tranſlated this Text ac- 
"> do the Original? The Iſraelites 
h, ſaid one to another, What is 
For they knew not what it was. 


7 was in their Language Man, 


mite alſo Meat ready prepared) 
Vol. I. | 


Ul they have forſaken the Septuagint, 


de word by which they asked, ¶ What 


and therefore it was always afterwards 
called Man or A fauna, which was of a 
delicious Taſte, like Waters made with 
Honey. . 
x Every Morning. This was to ſigni- 
fy to the Vraelites, that they ſhould pa- 
tiently depend upon God's Providence 
from Day to Day; in which reſpect it 
might be a Type of that heaven'y Bread, 
which Chriſt taught his PDiſciples to 
pray for, Mat. vi. 11. Give us this Day 
our dai'y Bread. : 
y Omer. This was the Proportion dai- 
ly allowed to one Man, and is oomputed 
to contain of Engliſh Meaſure three P ints 


and 2 half, and a fifth Part of a Pint. 


God 
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many Inſtances of God's Providence, notwithſtu 


9 


* 


God having by his Almighty Power and ſecret Wi. 
dom thus plentitully provided for this murmuring Pex. 
ple, to let them further ſee that they were under his mor 
immediate Care and Protection, directs their Marche 
from Place to Place, and orders their Encampment 
Accordingly they mov'd from the Deſert of Sin, an 
incamp'd in * Rephidim, where they had no Water 
Here again they fell into their old Way of diftruſtiy 
God's Providence, which they well knew had nere 
hitherto failed them; and forgetting the late mira 
lous Supplies, they reproach Moſes for his ill Condut 
and Neglect of them. Moſes meekly rebukes then 
and cautions them not to reflect on him, for in ſod 
ing they affronted the Lord. But Thirſt inflamin 
them, they regarded not his Cautions, and grew mo 
mutinous, charging him with a Deſign of bring 
them out of Egypt, to kill them with Thirſt. The 
Complaints and Reproaches deeply affected Moſes, wil 
immediately addrelſs'd himſelf to God for Relief iti 
Diſtreſs, ex poſtulating with him thus: What i 
& 1do with this People? Thirſt makes them impatic_h 
“ and they are ready to ſtone me.” - Conſidering! 


ing their preſent Neceſſity, the 1/7aelires had no R 
ſon to diſtruſt: However, the Lord had Compaſit = 
on Moſes, and did alſo pity and bear with the Pcopt 
< Give Order to the People, /aid he, to march; © 
take thy Rod, with which thou didſt ſmitethe! 
« yer, and take the Elders of the People with th 
& and go thou on before; and behold, I will it 
cc before thee upon the Rock in Horeb, and thoul 
& ſtrike the Rock, which ſhall yield Water for 
& People to drink. - 

Moſes did as God commanded, and in Memory ® _ 


a) 


; „„ 
Mutiny of the //raclites he named the Place Maſal. ches 
77 Rephidim. Exod. xvii. 1. Moſes does xxxini. but only thoſe Places whereh omg 
not here obſerve every Place where the remarkable Thing was done. "x 


Iſraelites incamped, as he doth in Nawb, 


Meri 
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Meribalh, which ſignify Temptation and Strife. But 
before the People could move from Rephidim, they were 
put upon another Trial; for an Army of the * Amale- 
tes was at their Hcels, and ready to attack them. 
Moſes thereupon ordered Juſbua, a valiant young Man, 
that always attended him, to draw out a Party of choice 
Men againſt the next Morning, and to give the Amale- 
es Battle, and, faid he, “ I will ſtand on the Top of 
the Hill, with the Rod of God in my Hand.” Jo- 
u obey'd, and having drawn up his Men, Moſes in 
the Morning, while the two Armies ingaged, went 
up to the Top of the Hill, taking Aaron and Fur 
with him; and holding up the Rod of God, as an En- 
fon, in his Hand, //rael taking Courage from thence 
prevailed ; but when thro' Wearinels he let his Hand 
own, Amalck prevailed. Therefore Aaron and Hur, 
bſcrving that Mofes's Hands, thro' a continued wav- 

Ing of the Rod, were grown feeble and weary, took 
| Stone, and laid it under him, and ſtanding on each 
dide of him held his Hands up ſteady till the going down 
ft the Sun; in which Time Joſhua routed the Amale- 
tte Army, and put them to the Sword. This good Suc- 

« in their firſt martial Enterpriſe very much incou- 

wed Foſhra and the Iſraclites; and that ſo remarkable 

n Action might be tranſmitted to Poſterity, God com- 

nanded it to be recorded in a Book, and bid Moſes re- 
arſe it to Joſhua the General to animate him to future 

dervice; for, ſaith the Lord, © I will utterly put out 

the Remembrance of Amalet from under Heaven.” 

ind for a Memorial of this Victory, Moſes built an 

tar, to ſacrifice thereon for it, and called it b Jeho- 

ab Mi; becauſe, ſaid he, the Lord hath ſworn, that 

e will have War with Amaalzk from Generation to 

eneration. ä by 

By this Time the Iſcaelites were come near the Place 

here God firſt appeared to Moſes in the Burning Buſh, 


. Pnalebires, Theſe were a People d Fehovah Niſſi. That is, the Lord is 
ended from Amalek, the Grandſon of my Banner, as he declared by holding 
e. See Gen. xxxvi. 12. up his Rod and his Hands. 
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Promiſe, it is evident that he worſhip- Aay and June. | phil 


196 A Compleat Hiſlory Bookll, 
and not far from his Father-in-LawFethro's Habitation; 
who having heard of all that God had done tor Mo/c: nl M 
his People //rael, and underſtanding they were now near 
him, took his Daughter Zipporah, Moſes's Wife, with 
their two Sons, Gerſhom and Eliezer, and brought then 
to him to the //raelitih Camp: Where, after mutul 
Salutations and Imbracings, Moſes gave Jethro a parti 
cular Account of the Lord's dealing with Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians in Defence of {/7ael, and of all that had be. 
fallen them during their March thither. Jethro being! 
© devout Man teſtified his Joy by rendring ſolemn Prai 
to God, andacknowledging his Sovereignty, offering 
at the ſame Time a Burnt-offering, and Sacrifices d 
Thankſgiving to God; in which Aaron and all the En 
ders of //rael did join with him, and feaſt together. Ne 
During Fezhro's Stay in the Camp, he obſerv'd the 
great Weight of Buſineſs under which Moſes laboure 
in hearing the complaints and determining the Differ 
ences of ſo great a People; and therefore, being a wil 
and experienced Prince himſelf, he adviſed his Son-1n 
Law to ſubſtitute certain ſubordinate Officers, prope! 
ly qualified, Men of Sincerity and Ability, ſuch as fem 
God and hated Covetouſneſs, to be Rulers; ſome oi 
Thouſands ſome over Hundreds, ſome over Fifties, e 
ſome over Tens, who ſhould hear and end all {mal 
Matters among the People, and refer the greater al 
more weighty Cauſes only to him: Aſſuring him, Hus. 
if with God's Approbation he did follow this Advice, With Þ 
would be better both for the People and himſelf. Mi 
approves of this Counſel, and immediately puts 1 
Practice, to the great Eaſe of himſelf and the PeopyMicP 
Jethro ſeeing Things thus ſettled, takes his Leue 
his Son-in-Law, and return'd to his own Land. Wii: 
Three d Months after God had delivered his Pe 
from the Tyranny of the King of Egypt, they left 


© Devont, Jethro being ſprung from refuſed not to marry his Dug 
the Loins of Abraham by Ketwah his d Months. This was in the Beg 
ſecond Wife, tho* not of the Seed of of the Month Sinan, containing 


ped the true God; and therefore Moſes 


Book II. 


oly Nation. 


ght 0 


C. 


end. It muſt be obſerv'd here, 
Kewiſe in other Places of the ſame 
ſe, that the Scripture, ſuiting it ſelf 
n's common Way of Speaking and 
ing, aſigns ſuch Things to God, as 
J. proper to the Effects. It is ſaid 
{deſcended on the Mountain, be- 
de made his Preſence more viſible 
dy ſenſible and ſurprizing Effects. 


de ufo fach it was an Angel de- 


of the Holy Bible. 


idim and incamped in the Wilderneſs of Sinai before 
the Mount of God. Here God called for Moſes, who 
going up to it, received a Command to tell the //- 
faeliles, that they ought to conſider the tender Love. 
of God to them, which had ſo eminently and often ap- 
peared in their Deliverance and Preſervation; and that 
o' they had murmured and diſtruſted his Providence, 
get if now they would be obedient and keep his Cove- 

ant, he would take them into his Protection, and that 
hey ſhould be his People, a Prieſtly Kingdom, and a 

Moſes having communicated this to the 
ders and People, they unanimouſly anſwer'd, that 

hatſoever the Lord had commanded them, they would 
bediently perform. Moſes return'd the People's An- 

rer to God, who ſaid to Moſes, * I will come to you 

in the Darkneſs of a Cloud, that the People may lee 

ſomething of me, when I ſhall ſpeak to you, and 

may always believe you. 
direct the People to cleanſe themſelves, and to wath 
cir Garments Shs two Days, and to be ready the 
ird Day on which the Lord would e deſcend, in the 
5 all the People on Mount Sinai; 

ould mark out Bounds about the Mountain, which 
ne was to paſs before the Trumpet began to ſound. 
cle were the preparatory f Solemnities to the Lord's 
ing the 8 Law; after which followed divers judicial 
Ws intermix'd with ſome Ceremonials, and backed 


i Promiſes of Bleſſings upon the People's Obedi- 
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Then he commanded him 


that he 


\ll which Moſes wrote in a Book, and then read it 
ic People; and having by God's Command brought 


ſcended from God, who ſpoke to Maſes, 
and gave the Law ; but the Text expreſ- 
ſes, Exod. xix. 20. that it was Go him- 
ſelf, who deſcended upon the Top of 
Mount Cinai. s 

f Solemnities, See Exod. from Ch, xix, 
to xxiv. 5 

8 Law. Which contained the Ten 
Commandments, from thence called the 
Decalogne. 


O 3 up 


198 A Compleat Fliflory Bookll 
up Aaron with his two Sons, Nadab and Abibu, and 
ſeventy of the Elders of {/racl, fo near that they lay 
the Divine Majeſty, yet they were not ſmitten by i, 
but ſurviv'd the Sight. | 

The next Time Moſes went up to. the Mountain 
h which was likewiſe then at the Command of God, he 
took none with him but Jo/bua, directing the Eldersv 
tarry for them till they ſhould return, and reterring then 
to Aaron and Hur for Aſſiſtance and Advice in any dif 
cult Caſc, that might be brought before them. M 
was no ſooner got up the Mountain of God but: 
Cloud covered the Mount, and the Glory of the Lon 
abode upon it like a devouring Fire, in the Sight of th 
Children of /raz]. The ſeventh Day God called Miſs 
from the midſt of the Fire, and he entred the midftd 
the Cloud, and went further up the Mount, and remain 
ed there forty Days and as many Nights. During whie 
Time he received the Tables of Stone, wherein C6 
himſelf had written the Law; and was inſtructed 
God how the Tent or Tabernacle ſhould be mad 
wherein he ſhould be worſhipped. He likewite c 
{crib'd the Sanctuary, the Table * the Shew-bread, t 
Altar of Frankincenſe, the Altar for the Burnt-off 
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ot: inzs, the Court of the Tabernacle, the Baſon to wall 
i in, the Ark, the Candleſtick, the Prieſtly Veltment fon 
| and taught him how the Pricits were to be conſecratei 


what part of the Offering they were to take, and ho 
the perpetual Sacrifice was to be offered. God li” 
wiſe pitched upon the very Men to undertake the Bull 
ing, Bezaleel of the Tribe of Fadah, and Abolia Nu 
the Tribe of Dan. In fine, he recommended the ke 
ing of the Sabbath, and having ended the i Diſcoun 
gave Moſes two Stone Tables, containing his Covent 
or Law, which were written by the Hand of Gol 

Whilit Moſes was converſing with God upon i 
Mount, and Jeſbuà dutifully waiting his Return, 


Þ Which, See Exod. xxiv. 12, the twenty third to the thirty k 
? Dijcourſe, See the Particulars from Chapter of Exodus. Pp 
: | 60} 


* 


Book II. 


Uſoſes had deſerted them; 


Rings. Theſe probably were the 
me, which they had. borrowed of the 
typtians, Exod. Xil. 35. 

Caf. The Reaſon why they wor- 
ipped God rather in the Similitude of 
Calf, than of any other Creature, is 
nerally by Expoſitors conceived to be 
om the corruptions they had learn- 
mong the Egyptians, (who worlhip- 
« their Idol Apis or Serapis in a liv- 
Is Ox, and likewiſe in an * made 


wall I the Form and Similitude of an Ox 
" th a Buſhel on his Head) in Memory, 
NC ſome ſay, of Pharaoh's Dreams, and 


96's Providence, who meaſured out 
|: Corn to the People in that extream 
th, Concerning the Sin of the I/ 
eiten in making this Calf or Ox, the 
fern Jews transfer the Fault upon 
Nan Proſelyte Ezyptians , who came 
t wich them; and they ſay, that when 
#% caſt their Jewels into the Fire, 
ie Eryptians, contrary to his Expec- 
lon, by their Art Magick produced a 
0 which Purpoſe they urge Aaron's 
Words, Exod. xxxii. 24. I did caſ? 
Cold into the Fire, and thereof came 
Calf; as if his Art or Will went not 
"a the making thereof, but that of it 
dt made it ſelf, Which Anſwer of 
3 her ſhews how vain the Wit of 
mis in the Excuſe of Sin. 

"Us very Text wiz. Exod, xxxii. 4. 
e Mention is made of the molten 
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people in the Camp growing impatient of his long Ab- 
lence tumultuouſy repair to aro, and, as if they de- 
pair d of God's Protection, becauſe he did not continu- 
ally work Miracles to convince them, they concluded 


EF 


and therefore demanded of 


Aaron to make them Gods to go before them. Aaron, 
ho ſhould have reſtrained them from this Madneſs, too 
iily complied, and for want of reproving and expoſtu- 
Ling with them the Unreaſonableneſs of their wild 
Defire, contributed to their Idolatry; and, as if he 
1d a Mind to forward them in this wicked Intention, 
e bid them break off the golden k Rings, which were 
nthe Ears of their Wives and Children, and bring them 
o him. Which when he had received he tied in a 


pag, and made a molten Pon of them. Which be- 
P 


ing 


Calf, there ſeems to be a very great Mi- 
ſtake by moſt Verſions, even in the LXX. 
and overſeen by the Expoſitors and Cri- 
ticks, The Geneva Verſion ſays, that 
Aaron, having received the Ear-rings 
from the Iſraelites, faſhioned them with a 
graving Tool, and made a molten Calf of 
them, as if the Calf had been ingraven, 
before it was molten. Our Tranſlati- 
on, to avoid this Abſurdity, renders, he 
faſhioned it with a graving Toel aſter he 
had made it a molten Calf ; but both ſeem 
to be miſtaken in thinking that the gol- 
den Calf was ingraven. For who taught 
Aaron to ingrave? Or how could it be 
ingraven ſo ſoon, fince Aaron preſented 
It to the People on the Morrow? And 
if the Cuſtom of ingraving molten Work 
was then known, how comes it to paſs 
that che Scripture, which ſpeaks about 
thirty Times of it, mentions nothing of 
their Ingraving, even in Solomon's Time, 
ſince it may be preſumed, that the Fur- 
niture of Solomon's Temple was wrought 
with much more Art than the Figure 
of Aaron's Calf? The Occaſion of the 
Miſtake ſeems to be the Ambiguity of 
the Hebrew Word Tour, which ſomerimes 
Ggnifies to faſhion, but ſigni fies like wiſe 
to bind or tie, and of the Word Chereth, 
which Signifiesa graving Tool, and ſome- 
times a Sack or Bag, 2 Wige v. 23. But 
the Nature and Circumflances of the 
Thing, which is here ſpoken of, 3 
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200 A Compleat Hiſtory Bookll 
ing done, they own'd it for their God, ſaying, Thi 
is thy God, O Iſrael, that brought thee out of the Landi 
Egypt. Aaron ſeeing the People ſo much delight 
with their golden God, as if he were poſſeſs'd wing 
the fame idolatrous Spirit, built an Altar before it, ant 
roclaim'd a Fcaſt to be holden the next Day to the 
Lawd. And indeed the People did make a revelling 
Feaſt of it; for after they had made their Oblation 
and Pcace-offerings, they fat down to cat and drink 
and ſpent the whole Day in Feaſting and Pleaſure. 
Moſes was ſtill in the Mount converting with hisGot 
whilit the wanton //7ael:zes were revelling in the Cam 
little ſuſpecting ſo ſudden a Change in a People whohul 
{o lately and ſolemnly entred into a Covenant of Obe 
dience to all that God ſhould command. But he, fron 
whom no Secret can be hid, is inſtantly appris'd of thi 
{ſudden Revolt; therefore telling Moſes what Crime ti 
People had committed, he expreſſes his Indignatio 
againſt their Rebellion and Ingratitude. “ Go do 
&« ſaith he, for ® thy People whom thou brought 
& out of Egypt have corrupted themſelves. I KO. 
them to be an obſtinate People in many Inſtance 
ce therefore intercede not for them, but ſee me expre 
„my Reſentments in the Deſtruction of them; andi 
«© thee will I transfer the Bleſſings I intended to then 
and of thee will I make a great Nation.” But nd! 
withitanding the //raelites frequent Rebellions again 
God, and tumultuous Mutinies againſt him, Maj 
ſo far from ſeeking his own Intereſt by their Deſtrud 
od, that he interpoſes with his Prayers; and with lus 
portunate Intreaties ſo appeas d the Lord, that hc d 
ſiſted from their Deſtruction. 
Moſes having deprecated the Anger of God haften 
down from the Mount, and took Joſhua with him, V 


have made them underſtand, that the m Thy, c. By this Expreſſion ii 
Words ſhould have been render'd, And as if God diſown'd them any 10" 
he received them at their Hands, and tied be his People, and would calt A 
them in a Bag, and made a molten Calf off, | 

of them. 


hi 


Ex0 DUS 8 : 
Moſes b breaks the Lables, 


| EXoD US 32 Verſe 19. 


« Yoon ad ee cane Zak se, , CMM, 
2 ele, ag . c) Y EF Vancing, O Moyes 
K gorraerr, for, 97 7 C Abe, 77 ub 58. 2 
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BookIT. of the Holy Bible. 20T 
had, during his ſtay above, waited for him below. 
As they went, Zoſhua, hearing the Noiſe of the People 
ſhouting, obſerved to Moſes, that there was a Noiſe of 
War in the Camp. But Moſes, who knew the Truth 
lor it before, reply'd, That the Noiſe was not like that 
of thoſe which ſhouted for Victory, nor of thoſe that 
Icry'd for Quarter, but of ſuch as rejoiced. Bein 
come within Sight of the Camp, Moſes ſpied the Calf, 
and the People dancing before it; which fo incens'd 
him, that in a holy Rage at their Ingratitude and Re- 
bellion he threw the Tables, wherein God had with his 
own Hand written the Law, againſt the Rock and 
brake them to Pieces: Then taking the Idol Calf, to 
cfice it, he firſt threw it into the Fire and burnt it, 
knd grinding it to Powder, he took the Powder and 
trewed it upon the Water; and to make them more 
ſenſible of their Folly in worſhipping that as a God, 
hich ſhould paſs thro' their Bodies, he made the V 
quelites drink of the Water. 
| After this Moſes calls Aaron to account for having 
ren way to this Sin of the People; which Aaron ve 
poorly excuſes by urging the miſchievous Temper of 
thc People, and that he had complied with them for 
Uuict-fake. Moſes did not long reaſon the Cafe with 
laron; for ſeeing that the People by Aaron's Ind iſ- 
tretion were naked and ſtripp'd of the Defence and 
Protection which God's Preſence and Favour had been 
o them, and that too amongſt their Enemies; and 
make a further Atonement tor this Sin, beſides that 
Ny burning the Calf, he went into the midſt of the 
amp, and calling out, ſaid, . Let thoſe who are for 
the Lord join themſelves with me.” Upon which 
the Sons of Levi, who were not concern'd in the 
te Idolatry, repair'd to him, whom he order'd to 
Im, and go thro' the Camp, and ſlay all the Ring- 
tlers of the Sedition with their Followers: The Le- 
its thus commiſſioned fell on; and flew about three 
auland Men. For which laudable Zeal _ _ 
l- 
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202 A Compleat Hiſtory Book, 
Obedience Moſes n bleſſed the Family of Levi, aſſuring 
them that by this ſhedding the Blood of their idol 
trous Brethren without Favour or Diſtinction, they 
had conſecrated themſelves to the Lord, who wou 
not fail to bleſs them for it. | 

And now, tho' God was pleaſed to accept this E- 
ecution in part of Satisfaction for the preſent, yet he 
would not 3 the People, but threatned them, 
that in the Day when he ſhould viſit, he would viſt 
them for this Sin. And he did afterwards upon fieh 
Provocations remember it, and added to their Puniſh: 
ment. After this Moſes returning to the Lord acknoy: 
ledg'd //raclt's Sin, and ask'd Forgiveneſs for it, with 
that Earneſtneſs and Concern, that he pray'd God u 
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blot him out of his o Book, rather than not to parda 
them. But this was inconſiſtent with the Divine ſu 
tice, and therefore God gave him this ſhort anſwe, 


» Bleſſed. This Fact did ſo pleaſe God, 
Exod. xx x11. 27. that he turned away the 
Curſe of Jacob againſt Levi, Gen. xlix. 7. 
to a Bleſſing. See Deut. xxxiii. 9. 

0 Bob. Exod, xxxii. 32. It is ſaid, 
that Cod being greatly offended with 
the Iſraclites for their Idolatry reſolved 
ſtraightvyay to conſume them. Moſes 
intercedes for them, and prays, that God 
would pardon them, or that he would 
blot him out of his Book. But what 
could be underſtood by this Book, but the 
Scroll, wherein all the Names of the 1/- 
raelites that were to enter into the Land 
of Canaan were written? This way of 
Speaking is evidently grounded upon the 
numbering of the Children of Hrael at 
their coming out of Egypt, and the re- 
giſtring of their Names in a Scroll or 
Regiſter, as may be ſeen Numb. i. The 
ſame Method was likewiſe taken at the 
Return from the Babyloniſh Captivity, as 
may be ſeen in the Books of Exra and 
Nehemiah ; and thoſe, who were inrolled 
in this Book, are ſaid to be written for 
Life, or among the Living, Tſa. iv. 3. for 
every Year they blotted out of this Cata- 
logue the Names of thoſe who died. 
From hence we find in Scripture frequent 
mention made of the Beok of Life, and 


from this ſeveral affirm, that thoſe who 


vour and Protection of God, and tilt 


are written in it are abſolutely predeſ 
nated to Salvation. But this way d 
Speaking can have no fuch Significatl 
in Scripture; elſe we ſhall make 4% 
to defire a Thing which was impoliv 
even to God, (who cannot be unjl 
namely, that he wonld blot him ont of 
Book of Life. If Moſes had deſired w 
damn'd, Atheiſts and Deiſts might hu 
Reaſon to fay, that he had made 2 % 
extravagant Demand, which lookd nat 
like Madneſs than Inſpiration. But b. 
Stilling fleet, after ſeveral others, has pi 
that he had not the leaſt thought of Dan 
nation. No ſuch Thing can be found 
what goes before or after; and bel 
the whole Deſign of this Chapter is q 
oppoſite to this Sort of Thought and 1 
all on temporal Funiſhments. And 
may be gather'd from a like Papa! 
Moſes on another Occaſion, where hel 
If thon deal thus with me, kill met p 
thee out of Hand, Numb. xi. 15- The 
brew Word alſo, which is render d 101 
ont, ſigni fies to kill or aeſtrey. It is hel 
fore evident, that to be written 1 
Bock of Life, ſignifies to be under the f 


be blotted ont of it, ſigni fies to loſe Lf 
2 juſt Puniſhment, as moſt of the La 
ed do alloy, 

| « Who 
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ing. whoſoever hath ſinned againſt me, him will I blot 


ol Wi: out of my Book. | 
* | God being thus in part appealed, commanded Moſes 
du 


o lead the People to the Place he had appointed; but 
et him know, he was not willing to go along with 
Ee hem, becauſe they were a ſtiff- necked People, leſt they 
t he Should provoke him to conſume them in the Way; 
ct, to ſhew he had till ſome Tenderneſs and Regard 
vilt br them, he would ſend his Angel before them, to 
eld Wire out the Inhabitants of the promiſed Land, that 
nil he might perform the Oath, which he had ſworn 
10 4braham, 1/aac and Jacob. This was very afflict- 
wil g News to the //7aclites, who now plainly perceiv- 
du d, that God's withdrawing his immediate Preſence 
rd m them was the Effect of their Rebellion; upon 
u nich they mourned, and to ſhew their Humiliation, 
wen hey forbore to put on their Ornaments. But Me/es, 
to humble them the more, and make them more ſen- 
ble of their Sin, took a Tent, and pitching it with- 
but the Camp ata good Diſtance, called it the Taber- 
acle of the Congregation : Intimating to them by 
his, that he Lon was ſo highly offended with them 
vr their Idolatry, that he had removed from them, 
ad would no longer dwell amongſt them as he had 
lone before : By which Means every one that ſoughr 
ne Lord was obliged to go to this Tabernacle with- 
hut the Camp; and when Mo/es went to it, as he en- 
red in, the cloudy Pillar, in which the Lord uſed to 
ppear, deſcended and ſtood at the Door of the Ta- 
ermacle. RE | | 
The People being thus humbled, were more careful 
1 obſerving the Motions of Moſes; and therefore 
hen he went out of the Camp to the Tabernacle, 
1:i:0"ÞWiey roſe up, and ſtood every Man at his Tent Door 
boking after him, till he was gone in: And when they 
the cloudy Pillar, which they knew was a Token 
elf God's Preſence, they all worſhipped. Here the 
ord talked with Moſes, and permitted Moſes — 
P tal. 
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p talk with him very familiarly; which Favour Moj; 
improved to the People's Advantage; labouring wii 
much Importunity to reconcile God to them. After 
which, the Lord having, at Moſes's Requeſt, and ty 
incourage and comfort him, ſhewn him ſo much cf 
his Glory, as Moſes was capable of ſeeing, being over. 
come with this good Man's Exceſs of Charity, hebil 
him prepare two new * Tables of Stone, like the for. 
mer, which he had broken, and come up himſelf alone 
with them in the Morning to Mount Sinai, and], 
ſaid he, will write in thoſe Tables the Words that 


r . 
0, OC SU IO fete. bel 
7 83 * 3 — . 
- 9 An 


were in the firſt. 


Moſes accordingly roſe up early in the Morning, 
and repair'd to Mount Sinai with the two Table ie 
where proſtrating himſelf before the Divine Majeſty 
who appear'd in the Cloud on the Top of the Mount, 
moſt humbly beſeeched him to pardon the Sin of hi 
People. The Lord fayourably received his Intercel: 
ſion, and promis'd to make a Covenant with 4 hu 


P Talk, NMoſes's talking familiarly 
with God is accommodated to Man's 
Capacity, which is expreſs'dExod.xxxiit. 
11. to be Face to Face, as a Man ſpeak- 
eth to his Friend. 

Tables of Stone. Authors vary much 
in their Opinions concerning the Inven- 
ters of Letters. Some ſay, Cadmmn: brought 
the Uſe of them into Greece; others ſay, 
Palamedes, Some fay, Radamanthus 
brought them into ria: Memnon in- 
to Egypt: Hercules into Phrygia, and Car- 
menta into Latium. Likewiſe ſome ſay 
the Pbænicians had the firſt Knowledge 
of them; others the Ethiopians, and o- 
thers the Aſſyrians. But upon better 
Grounds it is thought by Euſebius in his 
Præpar. Evang. 1. 18. That Moſes firſt 
taught the Uſe of Letters to the Jews, 
and that the P%enicians learned them from 
the Fewr, and the Grecians from the Phœ- 

micians, The Matter upon which Men 
wrote in ruder Times was different : 
Some wrote on Rinds of Trees; ſome 


on Tiles; fome on T-bles, which laſt was 


chiefly in Uſe among the Jews. The 
Decalegue was written on two Tables of 


Stone. And in Iſaiah's Time they uſed 


Tables, Ch. iii. v. 8. The Septngzint ſay, 
15. on a Box-Table; as if the Writing- 


Tables were made of Box-Trees. NAH s! 

uſed not Pens or Quiis, but a certain I 

ſtrument or Yunch made of Iron or S 

called Stylus, which was ſharp at og 

End, for the more convenient indenting 

or carving the Characters; and bro 

the other, for ſcraping out. As to tif 

Cuſtom of writing on Stone or Brid 

it was undoubtedly very ar cient. Jil 

phus Antiq. I. 11. ſays, That S/ hiv th 
been inſtructed by Adam in Aſtron! C 

and underſtanding that the World . 
twice to periſh, once by a Deluge, att. 

wards by a general Confl:gration H 

duc'd this Art to an Epitome, and i 
ſcribed it on two Pillars, one of BA 
againſt the Violence of Fire; the dat ople 
of Stone againſt the Inundation 0: Wa 
ter; one of which (the Pillar of Seh 
he affirms to have been extant i" i 
Time, in a Place called Syrias or S 
conceived by Veſſins, lib. de e Ætate Au! 
p. 271. to be the Land bordering d ice, it: 
Mount Ephraim, not far ſrom Jerich 
4 His People, Exod. xxxiv. 10. 94 
here calls the Children of 1#-aeh, Th! 
ple, that is, Moſes's People, for he x 
not yet call them His: For this Re 
ciliation of God's was but condi 
and in Proportion to their Obedien®, 
Peop! 
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people upon Condition they would keep his Com- 
mandments; that they would not worſhip the Gods 
of the Canaanitesz that they would make no Alliances 
with rhe People of that Country; that they would 
hve no ſtrange Gods; that they would keep the Sab- 
bath, the Paſlover, and other Feſtivals ordain'd by the 
Law. | | 

Moſes having continued in the Mount forty Days 
nd forty Nights in Communion with God without 
leat and Drink, return'd to. the People with the 
wo Tables of the Law: But he knew not that with 
Pod's talking with him his Face had contracted a 


nM plendor. Wherefore Aaron and the //raclites being 
eWighted at the Luſtre of his Countenance, durſt not 
ty, pproach him; which Moſes perceiving, he put a 
und eil upon his Face, and then calling the Rulers and 
WW! the People to him, he gave them in Command all 


bat the Lord had charg'd him with in the Mount: 
Ind from that Time ſo long as the Luſtre laſted upon 
s Face, when he talked with the People he put on 
e Veil; but when he went in to ſpeak to the Lord 
put it off. 

at this Time Moſes acquainted the People, that it 
I the Lord's Will to have a Tabernacle built, and 
at he had commanded him to ſpeak to them to bring 
their Offerings, which were to conſiſt of Materi- 
, with which it was to be made. The Directions 
W given werd the fame with thoſe when Moſes 
ent firſt up to the Mount; but, by reaſon of the 
ople's Tranſgreſſion in Idolizing the Calf, they 


Law, See Exod. xxxiv. from v.10. 


27. 
Plendor, The Vulgar Latin renders 
es Face Cornuta, or horned ; from 
ae, it's probable, of old he was pic- 
"With Horns on his Head. But the 
X. render it much better, glorified, 
lichthe Apoſtle 2 Cor. iii. 7. alludes. 
doubt, by this divine Converſation 
Face was illuſtrated, and we may 
ably ſuppoſe that rhe Rays of this 
A Light might terminate in Points 


2. 


not unlike the taper End of a Horn. And 
this glorious Appearance in Moſes's Face 
might be delign'd by God for ſeveral Rea- 
ſons. As, 1. That the People might 
pay him the greater Reverence and Fear. 
2, To teſtify God's great Love and Eſteem 
for him. 3. To terrify the [/raelites from 
violating the Law. And theſe Beams or 
Rays of Light, St. Ambroſe in Pſal.cxvini. 
ſays, continued to Maſes all the reſt of his 


Lite. 


Were 
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were not then delivered to them. This Offering wy 
not to be exacted, but the People were to give it vM 
luntarily; to which God fo inclin'd them, that tho 
ſoon brought in more than was requiſite, ſo that 
was obliged to cauſe Proclamation to be made to u. 
ſtrain their Liberality. 

The Materials thus prepared were delivered to }: 
zaleel and Aholiah, two ingenious Men, and we 
skill'd in Architecture and all manner of Workma 
ſhip, who imployed all Men and Women, that hu 
any Skill in curious Operation. This 'Tabernacley 
a Tent cover'd with Curtains and Skins, but mud 

larger than the other Tents. It was divided into tui 
Parts; the one cover'd, and properly called the J. 
bernacle; and the other open, call'd the Court. Ti 
cover'd part was again divided into two other pats 
the one called the Holy of Holies, the Curtain 
which were made of imbroidered Linen of {ever 
Colours. There were ten Curtains, twenty cg 
Cubits long, and four in breadth. Five Curtains! 
gether 5 two Coverings, which being made i! 
together covered all the Tabernacle. Over ther 
there were two other Coverings, the one of Goi 
Hair, the other of Sheeps Skins. Theſe Veils or 
verings were laid on a ſquare Frame of Planks reſt 
on Baſes. There were forty eight large Planks, cl 
a Cubit and a half wide, and ten Cubits high, tv 
ty of them on cach ſide, and fix at one end to! 
Weſtward, and one at each corner: Each Plank 
born on two Silver Baſes, they were let into one 
other, and held by Bars running the length of 
Planks. The Eaſt end was open, and only cove 
with a Curtain. The Holy of Holies was parted ff 
the reſt of the Tabernacle by a Curtain made fal 
four Pillars, ſtanding ten Cubits from the end. 
whole length of the Tabernacle was thirty two! 
bits, and the breadth twelve. The end was tl 
Cubits high, the upper Curtain hung on the Nd 
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nd South ſides eight Cubits, and on the Eaſt and Weſt 
bur Cubits. | 

| The Court was a ſpot of Ground an hundred Cubits 
bng, and fifty in breadth, inclos'd by twenty Columns, 
ach of them twenty Cubits high, and ten in breadth, 
dyered with Silver, and ſtanding on Copper Baſes, 
ye Cubits diſtant from each other, between which 
here were Curtains drawn, and faſtned with Hooks. 
t the Eaſt end was an Entrance twenty Cubits wide, 
overed with a Curtain hanging looſe. 

The Ark was in the Sanctuary; it was a ſquare 
heſt made of Hittim- Wood, two Cubits and a half 
ng, and one Cubit and a half wide and deep. It 
as covered with Gold Plates, and had a Gold Cor- 
h which bore the Lid. On the fides of it were 
ings, to put Poles thro” to carry it. The Covering 


cat. There are two Cherubims on it, which cover- 
it with their Wings; the Tables of the Law were 
the Ark, which was therefore called the Ark of the 
eſtimony, or of the Covenant. | 
| The Table was made of Cedar covered with Gold, 
vo Cubits long, one in breadth, and one and a half 
height. About the Edge of it was an Ornament, 
ſtood on four Feet, and had wooden Bars plated 
th Gold to carry it on. They laid on it the Offer- 
gor Shew-bread, which was chang'd every Day, 
x Loaves at each end, with Incenſe over them. It 
gy lawful for any but the Prieſts to cat of that 
read. 
| The Candleſtick was of pure Gold, had ſeven 
ranches, three on each fide, and one in the middle: 
ach Branch had three Knobs like Apples, and three 
dckets in the Shape of half Almond-ſhells; that in the 
ddle had four; on each Branch was a Gold Lamp, 


d there were Gold Snuffers and Nippers to dreſs 
em. - | | 


2 | There 
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as all of Gold, and call'd the Propitiatory or Mercy- 
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There were two Altars, one for the Burnt-of 
ings five Cubits long and wide, and three in Heiygh 
with a Sort of Seraphim at each Corner. It yy 
hollow, cover'd both within and without wit 
Braſs Plate, and open both at Top and Bottom. | 
the Midſt of it was a Copper Grate, ſtanding on fo 
Feet, a Cubit and a half high, and faſtned wit 
Hooks and Rings. On it were burn'd the Wo 
and the Offerings. There were all Neceſſaries f 
that Service, as Kettles, Ladles, Tongs, Hooks un 
the reſt. e 
The Altar of the Incenſe was but one Cubit | 
Length and Breadth, and two Cubits high. It 
plated with Gold, and had a Crown of Gold oycri 
This Altar was in the Sanctuary with the Ark; ti 
of the Burnt-offerings was in the Tabernacle ont 
North-ſide, on the Table oppoſite to it on the Sout 
fide. In the Court was a great Copper Baſon on 
Pillar, with ſeveral Cocks for Water to run out, M 
waſhing the Hands of thoſe that miniſtred. le 
The Veſtments of the High-Prieſt were the Brei 
Plate, the Ephod, the Robe, the Cloſc Ce 
the Mitre and the Girdle. The Ephod, the RH 
and the Cloſe Coat were of Linen, and covered it 
whole Body from the Neck to the Heels. Over th 
was a Purple Tunick, a Veſtment larger and fi arc] 
wrought, which rcach'd not ſo low, but at the b 
tom of it hung Pomegranates and Bells. The Epi 
conſiſted of two Bands made of Gold Thread, and 
{cycral Colours made fait to a {fort of Collar, whit 
hung down before and behind on both Shoulders, i 
meeting ſery'd for a Girdle to the Tunick or e ; 
ment. On the Shoulders were two large preci N 
Stones, which join'd the fore and the hind Parb 
the Ephod, on which were carved the Names ot! 
twelve Tribes of Hael, fix on each of them. 
Breaſt- plate being of the fame Workmanſhip/ | 
double, was made faſt with Gold Chains to the Epi 


+ 
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It was a ſquare Ornament, very thick, and covering 


the Breaſt. The Girdle was the Ephod it ſelf croſs'd, 
or ſome other Band of the ſame Matter. The Mitre 
was of fine Flax; it cover'd the Head, and on the 
Forchead was a Gold Plate, on which were carved 
heſe Words, THE HOLINESS OF THE LoRD. 
Theſe were the ſolemn Ornaments belonging to the 
High-Prieſt 3 the others wore only a ſimple Tunick 
r Veſtment, a Linen Mitre and a Girdle. They had 
|| Breeches of Linen and Cotton, covering their Legs 
nd Thighs, and reaching up to the Wat. 

The Work being finiſhed, and the Veſtments made 
cording to theſe Directions, they were brought to 
%s for his Approbation, who having view'd them, 
d found that all was done as the Lord had com- 
anded, he praiſed God for the People's Diligence, 
d prayed for them. And now all things _ rea- 
y on the firſt Day of the firſt Month, in the ſecond 
ar after their Departure from Egypt, the Taberna- 
le was by God's immediate Command ſet up; and 
its Furniture diſpoſed in the proper Places. Which 
"ne, the Cloud covered it, and the Glory of the 
ord filled it; ſo that for a while Moſes himſelf was 
ot able to enter it. And this Cloud was the Signal 
the People of Hrael, by which they knew when to 


1 fa ech, and when to reſt. For when the Cloud was 
de en up from over the Tabernacle, the Children of 
Ey journied; but if the Cloud was not taken up, 


journied not until it was. 
The Tabernacle being ſet up, and all things pre- 
ed, God proceeded to give Direction to Moſes, 
Aby him to the People, in what manner his pub- 
& Worſhip under that Diſpenſation ſhould be per- 
med; which was by Sacrifice: And this was an 
ering made to God, to acknowledge his Sove- 
Ruy over his Creatures, and to expiate Sin. On- 
fre ſorts of Creatures were appointed to be offer- 
n Sacrifice; which were Oxen, Lambs, Goats, 
ol, I, | P Turtles 
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210 A Compleat Hiflory Book l. 
Turtles and young Doves, all which were to be Mals, 
and without Blemiſh. He, who preſented an Of 
ing, did it at the Altar, and laid his two Hand; «© 
the Head of the Creature, and then the Throat of 
was cut within the firſt Tabernacle. The Blood ws 
received in a Baſon, and with it the Prieſt fprinkle 
the Veſſels, and Corners of the Altar, the reft wy 
ſpilt at the Foot of the Altar. The Victim was flew 
cut in Pieces, and laid on the Altar, where either th 
whole, or ſome of them was burnt, according to th 
ſeveral ſorts of Sacrifices. Libations likewiſe wer 
added to the Sacrifices: All the Wine, or Flower 
which were offered with the Victim, were calle 
Effuſion, or pouring out. There was a ſeparate ( 
fering of fine Flower and Oil, baked on an Iron, 0 
in a Pan. Theſe were ſprinkled with Oil, and Frank 
incenſe added to them. The Sacrifices were of fol 
Sorts: 1. The Burnt-Offering, every Part of whit 
was conſumed by Fire on the Altar, after waſhing ti 
Feet and Entrails. 2. The Peace-Offering, of wii 
only the inward Fat or Tallow was burnt on the 1 
tar, made up with the Liver and Kidneys, and! 
Tails of the Lambs. The Breaſt and the right Sho 
der bclong'd to the Prieſts who were obliged tot 
them in the Holy Place; the reſt belonged to l 
who offered the Sacrifice. 3. 'The Sacrifice for d 
committed either wilfully or ignorantly ; and int 
the Prieſt took ſome of the Blood of the Vict 
dipp'd his Finger in it, and ſprinkled ſeven Time! 
wards the Veil of the Sanctuary. The ſame Part 
the Victim were burnt on the Altar in this as in 
former Sacrifice; the reſt, if the Sacrifice was off 
for the Sin of the High-Prieſt, or for the People, 
carried without the Camp to be burnt there, with! 
Skin, the Head, the Feet and the Bowels : If it 
for a private Perſon, the Victim was divided, 7 
laid above, between the Prieſt and the Officer. +4 
Sacrifice of Oblation was either fine Flower, c. 
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enſe, or Cakes of fine Flower and Oil bak'd, or the 
frſt Fruits of new Corn: With the Things offered 
there were always Oil, Salt, Wine, and Frankincenſe. 
l the Frankincenſe was caſt into the Fire; but of the 
ther Things offered, the Prieſt took one Part, which 
bc alſo burnt, and the reſt belonged to him. 

| The next Thing that regarded the Worſhip of the 
ſaelites was their Feſtivals. The firſt of which was 
heir Sabbath, which they kept very 3 dedicating 
t wholly to Reſt, not doing the leaſt ſervile Work 


rening, and ended the next. The Paſſover was like- 
iſ a very folemn Feſtival. It began the Evening of 
e fourteenth Day of the March Moon. They eat 
ne but unleavened Bread for ſeven Days, and the ſe- 
nth Day was another great Feſtival. The firſt Day 
er the Paſſover they offered new Ears of Corn, and 
bm that Day they reckoned ſeven full Weeks or fit- 
Days; and that fiftieth Day was another ſolemn 
ſtival, called the Harveſt Feſtival ; and they offered 
Thankſgiving two Loaves of new W heat, as the 
ſt Fruits of the Harveſt. The firſt Day of the 
ſenth Month, which was the firſt of the Civil 
er, publiſhed by ſound of Trumpet, was alſo a 
ſtival. The tenth of the ſame Month was kept 
e Feaſt of Expiation, and that was the Day on 
ich the Prieſts went into the Sanctuary. They 
ed two Goats, one of which was a ſolemn Sa- 
pnce for Sin. The High-Prieſt took the Blood 
this, and of the Lamb kill'd in the Sanctuary, and 
nkled them; the other Goat was carried not only 
of the Tabernacle, but without the Camp allo, 
| was therefore called Azagel, or the Scape- Goat. 
the fifteenth of the ſame Month _ the Feaſt 
abernacles, and laſted eight Days, being kept as 
lemorial that the Children of Iſiael had lived in 
is. During this Feaſt they lived in Huts covered 
1 Boughs of Trees, and ſpent thoſe Days in 
| P 2 Marth, 
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men! s and Bodies; and others, as the laſt, by off 
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Mirth, holding Boughs in their Hands, with which 
they went round the Altar. Every ſeventh Year y; 
dedicated to reſt, for in them they neither fow'd ng 
reap'd; but the fiftieth Year, called the Jubile, w; 
molt ſolemn, for then all Eſtates alienated return'd t 
thoſe who had fold them, and Slaves recovered the 
Liberty. 

The //raelites in their Eating diſtinguiſhed betwee 
two Sorts of Creatures, clean and unclean z it was lay 
ful for them to eat of the firſt, but not of the lik 
There were two Qualifications required for the reck 
oning of a Beaſt clean; which were, that it ſhouldhy 
a cloven Hoof, and that it ſhould chew the Cud; | 
that it was unlawful for them to eat Swine's Fle 
becauſe they do not chew the Cud; or Rabbits 
Hares, becauſe they have not cloven Feet, like the 
the Stag, the Sheep, but Tocs joined by Skins. Amon 
Fiſhes they were only allow'd to eat ſuch as had Foy 
and Scales. All Birds of Prey were forbid them; a 
it was unlawful for them to eat Blood, or the Flt 
of Beaſts ſtrangled. | | 

Of Uncleanneſs there were many Sorts among 
Iſraelites: Not only they who eat of unclean Bei 
werte reckoned unclean, 4 alſo thoſe who touch 
their Carcaſſes. Leproſy was reckoned the great 
Unleannels; of the Nature and Quality of whicht 


? 
4 


Prie ſt was to judge, and to ſeparate the Lepers trerit 


the ;reſt of the People as he thought fit. There" 
alſo a Leproſy which clung to Cloths and Walls, A 
the Crarments; after which the Moveables, and 


Houſe's became unclean. The Women were uncle Ar 
after Lying- in for forty Days if they had a Son, T 
ö 9 


_ Days if it were a Daughter. Of theſe Uncle 
nefſe:;, ſome Sorts were cleanſed by waſhing their & 


Sacr ifice to cleanſe them. | 
T he Laws relating to Matrimony were theſe: 
{ra elites were forbid to marry ſtrange Women. if 
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Obligations they lay under were theſe: They were t 
drink no Wine or intoxicating Liquors when they werfe 
to officiate in the Tabernacle z they were not to mam 
a Woman that was divorced, or had been proftitutcd;MWn: 
they were not to be at Funerals, unleſs they were i 
their own Fathers, Mothers, Sons, Daughters, Bron 
thers, and Maiden Siſters. But now let us return Wu; 


the Hiſtory. | | | hc 
Eight Days after the Conſecration of Aaron and lie 
Sons, Aaron offered his firſt Burnt-Offering for himſ ir! 


and the People. This was ſo acceptable to God, that ot 
gave a miraculous Teſtimony of his approving it by ſeniin 
ing Fire upon the Altar, which conſumed the Offer is 
in the Sight of the People, who in loud Shouts oh 
Acclamations expreſſed their Joy for God's ſo ſig mae! 
owning their Offering, and in Reverence they pg 
ſtrated themſelves on the Ground. Dm 
The Fire thus miraculouſly kindled ought to hat G 
been kept continually burning; for ſo the Lord hade T 
preſly * commanded. But Nadab and 4bihy, twouWioſ, 
happy Sons of Aaron, forgetful of their Duty, to om 
their Cenſers, and putting * common Fire in them, in. 
Incenſe thereon, and offered » ſtrange Fire before His) 
Lord. This prophane Approach the affronted Ma Man 


of Heaven inſtantly reſents; for a ſuffocating Flu vor 
: nung 
t Commanded. See Leit. vi. v. 12, 13. getfulof their Duty, doth not plainly! Incif 
This Fire which Levit. ix. v. 24. is ſaid pear from the Text, Levit. x. I. the! 
to come from Heaven, and to hade con- ſome Jewiſh Doctors affirm it; 20d g 0 b 
ſumed the firſt Burnt · Offering, laſted till the Context, Ib. v. 9. there is ſome rt 
the Captivity of Babylon. ſon to ſuſpe& it, becauſe as ſoon u ſod 
u Common, There were two Sorts of were carried out God charg'd Au . 


Fire uſed in the Tabernacle; the Holy 
Fire which came from Heaven, and 
which God had commanded to be kept 
always burning for the Uſe of the Altar 
of Zurnt- Offering; and the common or 
profane Fire, which was uſed to boil 
the Fleſh of the Peace-Offering and Sacri- 
fice for Sin. 

w Strange Fire. Whether theſe Sons 
of Aaron had too far indulged themſelves 
in the Uſe of Wine, or other ſtrong Li- 
quors, Which might have made them for- 


4 


his Sons, on Pain of Death, Not 008MICern 


Wine oy ſtrong Drink, when they v 

go into the Tibernacle of the Corp! D CC 
tion; telling them, It ſhall be a nnn; 7 
them throughout all Generations. 11 
aſſigns there the Reaſons of this {01 a 1 
Prohibition, That ye may pat a Df yet ; 
between the Holy and Unholy, and bd = 
the Clean and Unclean; and that VWWnct] 
teach the Children of Iſrael all the "ol Brin 
which the Lord hath ſpoken 10 l 

Moſes, ad le 


daft 
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carted through their Inwards, and ſtifled them, with- 
ut deſtroying their Bodies or Garments. Moſes tak- 
Ing occaſion from this ſudden and terrible Judgment to 
Ake the reſt of the Prieſts fearful of falling into the like 
in, order'd them to bring the dead Bodies of Na4ab 
nd Abihu from before the Sanctuary, and carry them 
ut of the Camp in the ſame Condition they found 
hem. He likewiſe charged Aaron and his Sons not 
omourn for Nadab and Abihu in ſnaving their Heads, 
r rending their Clothes; but that they ſhould leave 
oe Marks of Mourning to the reſt of the People, 
om whom they ought to diſtinguiſh themſelves in 
bis as well as in other Points, in Reverence to that 
oy Anointing whereby they had been conſecrated to 
e Lord, and ſeparated from the reſt of their Brethren. 
good Inſtruction and Warning to others to beware 
f murmuring or extream ſorrowing when the Hand 
| God viſits in Judgment. 
The next hiſtorical Matter we meet with is of one 
noſe Mother's Name was Shelomith, an 1ſraelitiſh 
'oman, of the Tribe of Dan, but his Father was an 
tian, and ſuppoſed to be a Proſelyte to 1/rael. 
his young Man going out of his Tent quarrelled with 
Man of Iſrael, and fighting, the Son of Shelomith 
vorſted. Being inraged at this Diſgrace, and re- 
ming, as we may ſuppoſe, too much of his Father's 
nciples, he fell a curſing and blaſpheming the Name 
the Lord. For this he is immediately apprehended, 
brought before Moſes, who committed him to 
ſtody till the Mind of the Lord ſhould be known 
ncerning him; for though the third Command in 
© Decalogue forbids the taking of God's Name in 
yet this blaſphemous Curiaj being an Offence 
a higher Nature, againſt which no poſitive Law 
yet provided, Moſes had recourſe to the Lord for 
uncil and Direction therein, who determined thus: 
Bring forth him that hath curſed without the Camp; 
nd let all that heard him lay their Hands upon his 
P 4 « * Head, 
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& x Head, and let all the Congregation ſtone him! 
Moſes having from the Divine Oracle received th 
Sentence, ordered it to be put in Execution accu 
dingly; and a Law was thereupon made, that who. 
ſoever ſhould from that time blaſpheme the Name 
the Lord, whether he were an //raelize or a Stranger 
he ſhould be ſtoned to Death. 

Whilſt the //raelites lay incamped in the Wilderneh 
of Sinai, the Lord appointed Moſes to take Aaron, al 
with him a principal Man of every Tribe, whom tho 
Lord pitched upon by Name, and make a genen 
Muſter of the Men fit to bear Arms. Moſes therefo 
with Aaron and theſe Aſſiſtants having taken an chi 
Account by Pole of all the Males from twenty Yen 
old and upwards that were able to go forth to Wari 
Iſrael, found the Number to be y Six hundred an 
three thouſand five hundred and fifty Men, beſidesti 
Levites. For God had expreſly exempted the'Tribe of 
Levi out of this Muſter, auch he had deſigned then 
to the peculiar Service of the Tabernacle ; not oil 
to take Charge thereof and of all the Veſſels belonginf 
to it, but to take it down upon every Remove, at 
carry both the Tabernacle and the Veſſels, and ſet 
up when they pitched again. 

After this general Muſter, Moſes and Aaron by ti 
expreſs Command of God order'd the Incampment 


* Head. This Way of laying Hands Gueſs how much this People were 
on the Heads of Criminals may ſeem creaſed in Number in this Year'sTi 
to ariſe from ſeveral cauſes: 1. That or thereabour, (ſee Exod, xix. 12.8 
they were Witneſſes of the Fat, and Numb. i. 1.) notwithſtanding they 
that the Perſon condemn'd ſuffer'd juſt» been in a travelling Condition, had be 
ly, proteſting that if he were innocent engaged in Battle with the Amal 
they defired his Blood might fall on their (in which probably ſome of them mi 
own Heads. 2. They put their Hands fall while Amalel prevail'd, Exod, W 
on the Head of the Criminal in Token 11.) and had loſt about Three thoul 
of an expiatory Sacrifice; for Idolatry, Men upon the Account of their 
Blaſphemy, and ſuch grievous Crimes, if For they were computed to be but ib 
they were not puniſhed, they expected Six hundred thouſand Men, including! 
would attract a Guilt, not only on the Tribe of Levi with them, when 0 
Witneſs, but the whole Nation, which came out of Egypt, Exod. xii. 1 | 
by the Death of the Criminal, as by a now they were 603550 Men, hides 
Victim, might be expiated. 3. That Tribe of Levi, which being num 
the Criminal was the juſt Cauſe of his by irſelf, yielded 22000 Malesof 1M. 
On Death. - : ola and upwards Nunub. ili. 39 

T Sis, Cc. By this we may give a 

i WELD (| 
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Tabernacle. The Standar 


and 
the 
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tis great Body of People in this manner: They were 
poſed into four Battalions, each under one general 
Standard, which were ſo placed that they incloſed the 
4 of the Camp of Judah was 
lt, which conſiſted of the Tribes of Judah, 1fachar, 
nd Zebulun, the Sons of Leah pitched over- againſt the 
abernacle, on the Eaſt- ſide of it, towards the riſing 
f the Sun. On the South- ſide was the Standard of 
he Camp of Reuben, under which were the Tribes of 
deuben and Simeon, the Sons of Leah likewiſe, and of 


14 the Son of Z:/pah her Maid. On the Weſt-ſfide 
for the Standard of the Camp of Ephraim, under 
xiWW/bich were the Tribes of ? Ephraim, Manaſſeh, and 
eu enamin. And on the North-fide was the Standard 
i the Camp of Dan, under which were the Tribes of 
n and Naphtali, the Sons of Bilha, Rachel's 
st laid, and of Aſber the Son of Zilpah. Between 
be e four great bd Camps and the Tabernacle were 


thenfMWitched four leſs Camps, 


conſiſting of the Prieſts 


ond Levizes, near to the Tabernacle, in and about 
gu lich their Service lay. On the Eaſt- ſide encamped 


9 | 
{et 


Ephraim. Ephraim and Manaſſth 
nt ( Ipplied the Place of Foſeph their Father; 
C u therefore they are taken to be Ra- 
were %'s Children, and ſo they and Benja- 
137 . make the third Standard. 

x4 Between, Joſephus in Antiq. . 3. c. 11. 


* th 


they us, That between each Tribe in every 
had bY 0 of theſe four Quarters there were 
nan Spaces, like Streets, where there 
mmi © buying and ſelling as in a Market, 


od. N id Tradeſmen in their Shops, in Man- 
"ro." of a City leading to and fro. This 
heir * is thought to be round, a Mile di- 
put ie 32 the Tabernacle, that is, a Sab- 
cluding . 5 Journey, as appears from 
oben 0. _ 4. where the Diſtance between 
37. eople and the Ark is commanded 
beitet Fe, thouſand Cubits. 
nun... Each of theſe Camps, as is 
of Mn. be Text, had its ſeveral Banner or 
" 155 d and each Standard its Motto or 
* * Each Standard likewiſe 
ix iſtin Sign written on it: Reu- 


ͤandard had the Image of a Man, 


%s and Aaron, with Aaron's Sons, who had the 
harge of the Sanctuary. On the South-ſide were 
he Aohathites, a part of the Levites deſcended from 


Judab's of a Lion, Ephraim's of an Ox, 
and Dan's that of an Eagle. Theſe ſame 
four Creatures are uſed by Ezekiel 1.10. 
to deſcribe the Nature of Angels, Every 
Cherubim is ſaid to have four Faces; the 
Face of a Man, to ſhew his Underſtand- 
ing ; of a Lion, to ſhew his Power ; of 
an Ox, to ſhew his Miniſtratory Office ; 
of an Eagle, to ſhew his Swiftneſs in 
the Execution of God's Will. This ſame 
Deſcription of Angels is in Revel. iv. 6. 
By the ſame four, in the Opinion of 
many of the Fathers, are ſhadowed the 
four Evangeliſts: The Man ſhadoweth 
St. Matthew, becauſe he begins his Goſ- 
pel with the Generation of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to his Humanity; the Lion St. 
Mark, becauſe he begins his Goſpel from 
that Voice of the Lion roaring in the 
Wilderneſs; the Ox St. Lake, becauſe he 
begins with Zacharias the Prieſt ; and the 
Eagle St. John, who, ſoaring alofr, be- 
ginneth with the Divinity of Chriſt. 
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Kohath the ſecond Son of Levi. On the Weſt: ſide, 
behind the Tabernacle, ſtood the Gerſhonites, another 
part of the Lovites defcended from Gerſhon, Levi's el 
deſt Son. And on the North- ſide were planted the 
Merarites, the remaining part of the Levites, who 
ſprung from Merai, Levi's youngeſt Son. 

This was the Order of their incamping. The man- 
ner of their diſlodging and marching was thus: When 
they were to remove (which was when the Cloud wy 
taken off the Tabernacle) the Trum = was ſounded, 
and upon the firſt Alarm the Standard of Fudab being 
raiſed, the three Tribes which belonged to it ſet for- 
ward. Then the Tabernacle being taken down, tht 
Gerſhonites and the Merarites attended the Waggo 
with the Boards and Staves of it. When theſe wer 
on their March, a ſecond Alarm was founded; upo 
which the Standard of Reuben's Camp advanced with 
the three Tribes under it. After them followed the 
Kobathites, bearing the Sanctuary, which being monWur! 
holy, and leſs cumberſome, than the heavy Boardsant 
Pillars of the Tabernacle, was not put imo a Waggon 
but carried on their Shoulders. Next followed tht 
Standard of Ephraim's Camp, with the three Tribe 
belonging to it. And laſt of all, the other three Tribe 
under the Standard of Dan brought up the Rear. 

»The People of //7ael, having continued ſome tim 
before the Mount of the Lord, 1 God 

omman 


© The, & e. Deſigning in the Text to diſtributing them into three Claſſes 
keep chiefly to the Hiſtorical Part of the Orders, and appointing them their k 
Sacred Writ, and to preſerve the Con- veral Services. Afterwards in C4} 
nection of Matter of Fact, with which follows that clear and excellent Type“ 
the Preceptive would interfere, I thought Goſpel-Purity , and Chriſtian Church 
it more uſeful for the Reader to conti- Diſcipline, expreſſed in command 
nue the Series of the Story in the Text, the Children of Hfrael to put out of t 
and put the intervening Precepts and Camp every Leper, and every one! 
Orders here in the Notes. In the third had a running Iſſue, and whoſoeve' "Bl: 
and fourth Chapters of Numbers there- defiled with the Dead, both Male ined gf 
fore we have the Lord's taking the Le- Female; that they might not defile W | tt 
vites to himſelf in Exchange for the Firſt- Camps, in the midſt of which the a 
born, with the Reaſon for his ſo doing; dwelled. In the ſixth Chapter #99 
likewiſe his giving the Leuites to the divers Laws relating to Re ine, 
Priefts for the Service of the Tabernacle; Caſes of Treſpaſs, and to the 140 
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Command on the firſt Day of the ſecond Month, the 
fccond Year after their coming out of Egypt. In their 
. March the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord went 
e before them, to ſearch out a reſting Place for them: 
at the ſetting forward of which Moſes ſaid, Riſe, Lord, 
and let thine Enemies be ſcattered; and let them that 
hate thee flee before thee. And when the Ark reſted 
gain, he added, Return, O Lord, unto the many thou- 
irds of Iſrael. Having marched three Days into the 
Wilderneſs, they came to a Place called The Graves 
f Luſt, from what happen'd to the Hraelites there. 
he _—_— againſt the Lord, and complaining 
f the Wearineſs of their Journey, he was ſo incenſed 
ganſt them, that he ſent down Fire, and deſtroyed 
hoſe that were in the extream Parts of the Camp. 
Frghted at this Judgment they repair to Meſes, upon 
whoſe Interceſſion the Fire was quenched, and the 
Name of that Place called Taberah, which ſignifies 
burning. This Diſaſter, inſtead of terrifying them 
o their Duty, did but increaſe their murmuring: 
orbeing come to new Quarters, they expected Change 
Diet; and becauſe God did not preſently grati 

em, they in Contempt prefer the rank Food of E- 
, Onions, Leeks, and Garlick, to the delicious 


1 had often heard their murmuring, and patient» 
born with them; but now that they were grown 
numerous, and the Greatneſs of their Numbers de- 
anding ſtill more Care and Vigilance to govern and 
ovide for them, the Senſe of the Weight ſo great 
Charge occaſion'd, gave much Uneaſineſs to Moſes, 
to in his Addreſs to God complained of the heavy 
urthen which the Care of ſo numerous and mutinous 


ay berween Men and their Wives ; dication of both the Tabernacle and the 
ne Yow of Naxarites, to which is Altar, &c. The Conſecration and Pu- 
done the Form of that Divine Bleſ- rification of the Levites are ſer down in 


r - > Which the Lord himſelf did dictate the eighth. A Reinforcement of the 
t © = Prieſts to pronounce upon the Paſſover, and the guiding of the Iſrae- 
er te. The ſeventh Chapter contains lites by the Cloud in the ninth Chapter. 
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avenly Dainties with which God had daily fed them. 
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a People brought upon him. God hears his Com: 
plaint, and immediately provides a Remedy; bids hin 
chooſe ſeventy Men of the Elders of Iſrael, and bring 
them with him to the Tabernacle of the Congregy 
tion. And there, ſaid the Lord, I will come down, 
and talk with thee; and I will indue them with the ſanthh 
Spirit with which I have inſpired thee, and they ſul 
bear the Burthen of the People with thee. Moſes accor- 
dingly brought the ſeventy Elders of the Children of 
{/rael before the Lord, who kept his Word with hin; 
for being inſpired, they ſtraightway propheſied. Na, 
this Inſpiration was ſo extenſive, that two of tho 
ſeventy, tho” they came not out with the reſt to ti 
Tabernacle, but remained behind in the Camp, wer 
taken in among the reſt, and received the ſame In 
preſſion of the Spirit, and propheſied as the other 
did. This fo ſurpriz'd a certain young Man, that hi 
ran from the Camp to the Tabernacle to acquaint 
fes that Eldad and Medad, for ſo they were name 
were propheſying in the Camp. Joſhua, who as) 
was not acquainted with the Operations of the Lo! 
by his Spirit, over-hearing this Meſſage, and thinkin 
it ſome pic, 1s from his Maſter that they ſhow 
propheſy, and not follow him, adviſed Mo/es to fol 
bid them. But Moſes reproving him gently for ii 
Rathneſs, cry'd, & Doſt thou envy them upon u 
* Account? Would to God all the Lord's Peop 
6“ were inſpired, and that they might propheſy. 
When Moſes remonſtrated to the Lord his Inabil 
to ſupport the Government of ſo great a People wil 
out ſome Aſſiſtance, part of his Complaine was tl 
the People wanted Fleſh, and he expoſtulates . 
God the Impoſſſbility of their being ſupplied witl 
in that place, becauſe they were ſo numerous. 1 
Lord knowing the great Fatigue Moſes had goneti! 
in the Conduct of this People, bore with him, 4 
only gave him this gentle Rebuke; © Is the Lot 
“Hand ſhorten'd? Thou ſhalt ſee whether my V 
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N UMBERS CHAPXI. 
Quails ſent to the Iſraelites. 


Et Akin + - GRAY I. ares P .. 
> ans 3 r E "P 9 - + gs 
di = — mY & "Ip — — 8 - 


— —— — 
— 


* 


dd 


Þ ty 
_ 


— 4 1 * = * 2 2 — . I 
3 
* v2  _— 2 I 2 = - xy — 
mg * — 2 — _ . 
5 2 \ — 2 


— 
ot 


n 


923 J 
* 2 
— — 2 — — 
— — 1 - . - 
Pe -L 
— — . 9 . 
— — 5 Z == — 


MBERS n.Verle 31. 

ul there tent forth a nnd from 

he LORD , aan Croudg hh 22 Jrom rhe 
Ades, chi lor them fill by the CAlmpry ono 
| 3 22 


= — . 2 3 
as. . Me 
- 
E #0 *x 5.4 5 [ET 45 * 
— * 1 oe” 2 =. CR 
_ = E . — 
= 0 by 1 Py FIPS 
* 2 * 2 - 
0 — b 0 


8 


i 


rr 


1. 2 


Book II. 


« ſhall come to paſs unto thee or not.“ Accordingly, 
when Moſes with the Elders was gone back to the 
Camp, and had acquainted the People with it, a South 
Wind aroſe, and drove vaſt Numbers of 4 Quails from 
the Sea-Coaſt to within a Mile of the Camp, where 
they lay about a Yard thick upon the Ground. The 
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people fell greedily to gathering the Quails, which 
they, ſtill diſtruſting God's Providence, (which had 
titherto never failed them) did in ſuch great Quanti- 
ties as if they were to have no more. But God ſoon 
calls them to a dreadful Account for their inſolent 
Demand of Fleſh, and doubtful Diſtruſt of his Power: 
For while they were regaling themſelves with theſe 
Dainties, God viſited them with a very ſevere © Pl 
whereof many died, and were buried in the Place, 
rhich for their luſting after Fleſh was called Kibroth- 
Hittagvah , which fignifies the Graves of Luſt or 
oncupiſcence. 
From hence they took their Journey to Hazeroth, 
rhich ſignifies Palaces. And here another unhapyy Ac- 
dent befel them. Aaron and his Siſter Miriam obſer- 
ng the great Power of Moſes their Brother with the 
cople, and that God chiefly made uſe of him in the De- 
ery of his ſacred Oracles to them, began to envy him: 
Ind to give ſome Colour to their Quarrel, they pretend 
fall out with him upon the Account of his marrying 
Foreigner, calling her f Ethiopian; and emulating 
Moſess 
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' nails, Theſe Quails muſt be ſup- 
ed to come from the Arabian or Red 
6; and as Paran and Kibroth- Hattaa- 
were North or North Eaſt of the 
ea, it muſt be a Southerly Wind. 
- _ Quails . from the Red _ 
ve Opinion of Foſephns, Pliny, 

alothers, — them 1 breed 
te Coaſts there, 


it this Plague was: Some will have it 
*Fire; and that Naomb. xi. 33. refers 
de fourth Verſe of the ſame Chapter; 
1 think cannot be, becauſe this 
ubſequent Matter, and is named as a 


Went for the 1/raelites deſiring 


Plazne, Commentators cannot agree 


Fleſh, Beſides there are ſeveral Accidents 
thar intervene berween the third and 
thirty third Verſes. Some will have it a 
Conſumption or Phthifick , others the 
common Peſtilence or Plague. But by the 
Words of the Text, v. 33. it more pro- 
bably ſeems to have been a ſuffocating Di- 
ſtemper, like the Squinancy > which 
choaked them as they were eating, or 
ſoon after ; for the Wordsare very expreſs, 
While the Meat was in their Months the 
Wrath of God fell apen them. This is fur- 
ther confirmed by Pſal. Ixxviii. v. 30, 31. 

f Ethiopian, Zipporah, Moſes's Wite, 
was 2 Midianite, and becauſe Midian bor- 
der'd on Ethiopia, ſhe was ſo called, _ 
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Moſes's great Gifts and Authority, they added, WR 
c hath the Lord ſpoken only by Moſes? Hath he not 
c ſpoken alſo by us?” Moſes ſaw their Diſcontent ; adi 
though he was naturally of a meek Diſpoſition, yet 
Man was more ready to reſent any Indignity offered ty 
the Lord; but looking on this as a perſonal Pique, hl 
would not take Notice of it. However, Goch who 
was more immediately concern'd in this, reſolves 
to vindicate himſelf and his faithful Servant; for ona 
ſudden calling for Moſes, Aaron, and Miriam, at the 
Door of the Tabernacle he ſharply reprehends them for 
their Inſolence, asking them, How they durſt ſpeak 
againſt his Servant Moſes ? © 8 You ſhare, /aid he, th 
ce great Prophetick Office indeed, and to you I har 
« declared my Will in Dreams and Viſions ; but wi 
« Moſes J have converſed more familiarly, and I wil 
ce ſpeak Face to Face with him, and ſhew him as mud 
of my Glory as he is capable of ſeeing.” Upontii S: 
the Lord withdrew in great Diſpleaſure from then lle 
Moſes had the Comfort of ſeeing himſelf juſtified : BH 
Aaron, to his great Confuſion, ſees his Siſter 1MriaWit o 
made a dreadful Example of God's Anger; for on a {udeced 
den ſhe is become a loathſom deform'd Leper ; and wes th 
knowing he deſery'd to ſhare in this Curſe for his un Fi 
grateful Murmuring, preſently addreſſes himſelf to va 
ſes, acknowledges their Sin, begs Pardon, and inte of 


4 


cedes for his Siſter, that ſhe may be reſtored to the 
Health. Good Moſes, who was never wanting in Ch it t 
rity even to his Enemies, melts into Pity, and compi C 
with his Requeſt. But yet, to terrify others from mo*rvin 
ing Sedition again, and becauſe the Offence was public at 
God reſolves to make an Example of Miriam in id th 
Cure, and therefore he commands Mo/es to turn if the + 
out of the Camp, as a common Leper, for {ns t 


Deen, 
Itisa 4 
fitar, 


Valls 


Days, and then to receive her again. 


it is ſometimes in holy Scripture com- the Law ought to have been reckotd 
ehended under this Name. But here Iſraelite, as Ruth and Ratab wert. 
Elipperah is called Ethiopian in Ridicule 8 Vn. Miriam is called 8 roh 


Mini 


and Spight; which they ought not to Exed. XV. 20. 
dave done, for ſhe having ſubmitted to 
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Miriam being returned to the Camp, the 7/aelites 
moved to the Deſert of Pharan; from whence after 
eral Incampments they came to Kadeſh-Barnea, on 
he Frontiers of Canaan. Here Moſes let them know 
hat they were come near the promiſed Land: And 
r their Satisfaction, God commanded Mofes to ſend 
velve Men, one of each Tribe, to take. a View of the 
duntry. He charged them to go up to the Hills to 
blerye whether the Country was ſtrong or weak; 
ether there were many Inhabitants ; how their 
owns were fituated, and whether fortified z whe- 
er the Soil was fertile or barren; whether it was 
ated with Trees or not; what Fruit they bore, 
d to bring ſome of it; for now was the time when 
e firſt Grapes were ripe, that is, in July. | 
With theſe Inſtructions the twelve Spies ſet forward ; 
d having taken a View of the Country from North 
South, in their Return they paſs'd thro” a fertile 
alley which abounded in Vines, where they cut down 
ranch with but one Cluſter of Grapes on it, but 
at of ſo vaſt a Weight and Bigneſs, that they were 
ced to carry it upon a Staff between two. Nor 
s this the only Product of this happy Soil; the Gol- 
n Fig and beautiful Pomgranate adorn the Trees, 
variety of Fruits load the luxuriant Branches. Of 
hof theſe they take a Sample, and upon their leav- 
the place, from the great Plenty of Grapes, they 
it the Valley of Eſchol, which ſignifies a Cluſter 
rapes. Having ſpent forty Days in viewing and 
Erving the Country, they return to the Camp. of 
wat Kadeſh; and having ſhewed the Fruits of the 
d they had been ſurveying to Moſes and Aaron, 
[the whole Congregation, they related the Obſer- 
ions they had made in their Journey: We have 
deen, ſaid they, in the Country to which you ſent us. 
ſtisa fertile and plentiful Lands but the Inhabitants 
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it are powerful: There are great Cities with ſtrong 
als. We have ſeen there Men of the Race of 
| Anal, 
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& Anal, warlike Men, and of a gigantick Statur 
ce The Amalekites inhabit the South-part of the Land 
ce the Hittites, Febuſites, and Amorites, on the Mou 

« tains; and the Canaanites on the Sea-Coaſts andth 
« River Jordan.” This was a frightful Account to 
timorous People, prepared already by their own D. 
contents to receive any ill Impreſſion; which the 
immediately ſhewed : But Caleb, one of thoſe th 
were ſent to diſcover the Country, to pacify them fai 
« Let us make our ſelves Maſters of the Country, f. 
cc we are ſtrong enough to conquer thoſe People 
But the Mutineers declared againſt engaging in a W. 

wiſhing they were in Egypt again — chooſin 
ther to die in the Wilderneſs, than to fall by the Sworn 
and have their Wives and Children inſlaved. In ſhot : 
they propoſe to chooſe themſelves a Chief, and retuſ em 
to Egypt. This ſo deeply affected Moſes, that notwitl 
ſtanding they were ſo obſtinately bent upon theiroy 
Ruin, 4 and Aaron in the Preſence of the Aſſemb 
fell on their Faces to deprecate the Vengeance whi 
they feared God would let fly at theſe tg Mich 
tineers; whilſt Caleb and Joſhua, thro' exceſs of Sul 
row for the People's Blaſphemy, rending their Cloat 
boldly ſtood up, and endeavour'd to perſuade the 
that they might by God's Help overcome the Ini 
rants of that Country: The Land, /aid the), 
« we paſſed thro” is indeed a rich and fertile L. 
c abounding with all things neceſſary for Life. If 
ce pleaſe the Lord, he will bring us into this Land, i 
15 oe it us. Do not therefore by rebelling agal 
& him forfeit his Promiſe and Protection: Nor be ach u 
& of the People of the Land, whom we ſhall as fun 
“ conquer as we eat our Food, and as eaſily; fort 
« God hath withdrawn his Care of them, and it W 
« Lord continue it to you, ye have nothing to ft 
This Speech made ſo little Impreſſion upon them, "i 
in a tumultuous manner they called out to ſtone tie 


and which they had probably done, had not Go 
cu 
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ulouſly interpoſed by ſending his Glory, which viſibly 
appeared at that Inſtant in the Tabernacle of the Con- 
prepation before them all. 

All this while Moſes and Aaron lay proſtrate on their 
aces, and God being highly incenſed with this Inſo- 
ence of the fraelites, tells Moſes he would ſend the 
gue that ſhould extirpate this People, and would 
make him Prince of a more numerous and powerful Na- 
on. But good Mofes, as he had betore done, poſtpones 
s own private Advantage to the Honour of God, and 
he Good of this unworthy People, repreſenting to the 
ord, that if he deſtroyed the //raelites, the Egyptians, 
d other Nations thereabout, who ſaw he had taken 
em into his Protection, would not fail to ſay he was 
t able to carry them into the Land he had promiſed 
em. Then imploring God's Mercy, and with repeat- 
and importunate Intreatics begging Pardon for the 
ple, God at length ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed 
, and to ſatisfy Moſes he pronounced them pardon'd: 
t it was with this Reſtriction ;z for reproaching them 
th their vile Ingratitude, who had ſo often and won- 
rtully taſted of his Bounty in providing againſt their 
ants, screening them from their Enemies, and pre- 
ing them in all Dangers fince they had ſo often pro- 
ted him with their Diſobedience, he declared that 
t one of thoſe who had murmured ſhould enter into 
promiſed Land, except Caleb and Jaſbua; and that 
ſhould wander about there with their Children for 
pace of forty Years. And tho' God at the preſſing 
raty of Moſes did reverſe the Sentence of {ſudden 
uh upon the whole Congregation of Murmurers, 
the ten falſe Spies, the immediate Authors of this Re- 
on, who had brought an evil Report upon the good 
nd, were puniſhed with Death at that time; for they 
of the Plague before the Lord. But Caleb and Jo- 
who had done their Duty in giving a faithful Ac- 
mof their Journey and Obſervations they had made, 
© not only preſerved alive, but commended of God, 
. | who 
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226 A Compleat Hiſſory © Bookll, 
who gave them his Promiſe rhat they ſhould live to 
enter into the good Land, and take Poſſeſſion of it. l 
Moſes having reported theſe things to the Children 
of 1/7ael, they are ſaid to have mourn'd greatly: Buff 
by their Actions it doth not appear they were any bet. 
ter diſpoſed; for changing their Minds on a ſudden from 
a poor cowardly Fearfulnels to a preſumptuous Raſh: 
neſs, they ſaid the next Morning, We are ready toi 
c go to the place whereof the Lord hath ſpoken to us 
But this was undertaken in their rebellious obſtinat 
Temper, and was adding Sin to Sin. Which Miſt 
well knew; for he endeavourcd to reſtrain them, an 
expoſtulated the Danger with them; told them tha 
Enterprize was againſt the expreſs Command of Goof" 
that it would not proſper; forbad them going upd 
pain of being dcicated and ſlain; aſſur'd them thi 
God had left them, and that the Amalekites and ( 


naanites had gain'd the Paſſes in the Mountains beio 

them. Theſe Admonitions have no Weight wit nly 
theſe obſtinate People: They preſumptuouſly ſupp . 
the Boldneſs of the Attempt will wipe off their i 


mer Cowardiſe, and reinſtate them in God's Favou 
and tho” the Ark of the Lord, which was to go 
fore the Hoſt, went not with them, nor Moſes tht 


marched to the top of the Hills, where the Enc 
ſurpriſed, defeated, and flew many of them, and pe 
ſued the reit as far as Horma. 

After this, tho' it was but h eleven Days Joun 
from Horeb to Kadeſh-Barnea, yet the People tt 
their Diſobedience ſpent the beſt part of two Yea! 
going that eleven Days Journey. And which 1s! 
more ſtrange, turning back from Kadeſh-Barnea, &. 
being near the Confines of the promiſed Lands 
were i eight and thirty Years more wandering in 
Wildernets before they could come to the Borde 
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the promiſed Land again. Moſes having led them 
back into the Deſert towards the Red Sea, they con- 


i Bf | my, 3 

Mind thereabout, making in the aforeſaid time eigh- 
ren ſeveral Removes or Diſlodgments, and at laſt they 
n rrurned to Aadeſb-Barnca, near the place from whence 


they went. | 

Whilſt they were in the Wilderneſs many remark- 
ble Occurrences befel them. The firſt of which is of 
Man, who by a Poſt-tact Law was adjudged to be 
toned to Death for violating the Sabbath by gather- 
ns Sticks on that Day, the Celebration of which God 
ad ſtrictly injoined : And tho' there was no Penalty 
mexed to the Breach of it, thoſe who brought the 
fender before Moſes knew he would determine juſtly; 
nd committing the Man to fafe Cuſtody, Mojes in- 
ured of God what he thould do in this Caſe, who 
nmediately from his heavenly Oracle return'd this 
nlwer, “ That the Criminal ſhould be conveyed 
without the Camp, and there be {toned to Death.“ 
hich was accordingly executed. 

And now Pride and Malice blow up a Faction into 
ame, and give great Diſquiet to the Peace of 7/- 
J. The haughty Coral, Great-Grandſon of Levi, 
rates from Moſes and Aaron; and having ſeduced 
than and Abiram, Sons of Eliab, of Reuben's Fami- 
and drawn in two hundred and fifty Levites to his 
ty, that were Men of Fame and Intereſt among the 
pple, he made molt grievous Complaint againſt Mo- 
and Aaron, charging them with Pride in uſurping 
n the Liberties of the People, who, they ſaid, were 
oly as themſelves. Moſes hearing this & fell on his 


00, ee. This is a Phraſe often uſed attacked him. And it is very reaſonable 
d. t preſs Divine Adoration and Appli- to think that, whilſt he lay in this hum. 
an 1 Cod for Help; and good Reaſon ble Poſture, God appeared to him, and 
ms believe that at this time Moſes, both comforted and adviſed him; for 
. den as well acquainted with the graci- preſently after we read, Numb. xvi. Fe 
1 d ready Alliſtance of God in time that with great Aſſurance he ſpoke to 


Ed might apply himſelf ro the Lord the Rebels, and to vindicate himſelf, put 
eetion againſt this mutinous Crew, the Matter between him and them up- 
Pehending Come Violence from on Trial the next Day. 
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228 A Compleat Hiſtory Boobll. 
Face, and ſoon after riſing from that humble Poſture, 
he with great Courage and Aſſurance let them knoy 
that the next Day the Lord would decide the Contro- 
verſy, and would make appear who were his Servants, 
and who was holy, and would admit whom he hai 
choſen to come near him. Then with his uſual Calm. 
neſs and Serenity of Mind he argued the Matter with 
them; he mildly rebuked their Inſolence, and told the 
that they took too much upon them. But in a mor 
particular Manner addreſſing himſelf to Corah, and thy 
Levites that joined him, he ſaid: “ Hear, ye Sons 0 
<« Levi: Is it a matter of ſo light Concern, that th 
« God of Iſrael hath diſtinguiſhed you from the reſte 
* {/rael, to admit you to the more immediate Servic 
cc of the Tabernacle, and to ſtand before the Congr 
c gation, and miniſter to them? Is not this an Ho 
« nour ſufficient to ſatisfy your ambitious Spirit, b 
ec that 25 muſt aim at the Prieſthood too? This ist 
« Cauſe of your Clamours, and for this ye have more 
e the People to Sedition. But be aſſured, whatever 
d may | apes” againſt Aaron, this Inſult is againſt t 
Lord; and it is againſt his Diſpenſations that | 
« murmur and conſpire.” Dathan and Abiram ito 
at a Diſtance whilſt Moſes talked with the reſt, 
therefore he ſent for them to come to him; but ti 
ſurlily returned Anſwer, that they would not co 
And to retort his own Expreſſions upon himſelß i! 
add, Is it a matter of fo ſmall Moment, that th 
_ < haſt brought us up out of a Land that flowed v! 
<« Plenty, to kill us in the Deſert? Thou affecteltD 
« minion, and wouldſt make thy ſelf Prince of us 
„ Notwithſtanding thy fair Promiſes, thou halt 
< brought us into a Land that floweth with Milk 
„ Honey, nor ee Inheritance of Fields and Vi 

„ yards; but when we were ready to take Poſſeſſi 
& the promiſed Land, thou haſt turned us back into 
4 barren Deſert, to repeat the Fatigues and Hard 
we had before undergone ; We will not * 
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Theſe unjuſt Reproaches highly provoked Moſes, Who 
n{tead of returning any ill Language to them, addreſ- 
ing himſelf to God, faid, © Reſpect not thou their 
Offering; for tho” they reflect thus unjuſtly upon 
„me, I have not taken ſo much as an Aſs from them, 
neither have I hurt one of them.” Then ſummons» 
no Corah and all his Company to meet him and Aaron 
betore the Lord the next Day, he ordered them to 
ring their Cenſers ready prepared with Incenſe in them, 
nd to appear all before the Lord. Accordingly on the 
ſorrow they came with great Confidence; and having 
t Fire to the Incenſe in their Cenſers, they boldly 
ant themſelves in the Door of the Tabernacle wit 
Moſes and Aaron; and to bid the greater Defiance to 
heſe holy Men, they had perſuaded all the Congre- 
ation to fide with them. This daring Carriage of the 
lutineers ſo provoked the Almighty, that he reſolves 
) take the matter into his own Hand; and dartin 
th his Glory upon the Tabernacle, he commands 
ſoſes and Aaron to withdraw, that he might conſume 
Rebels. But the two good Men knowing that the 
cople were drawn into this Inſolence by the wicked 
ts of Corah and his Party, proſtrate themſelves before 
e Lord, and by their Prayers intercede for the People; 
O God, thou God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, /aid 
they, ſhall one Man fin, and wilt thou be with 
al?” Their Prayers are heard as ſoon as deliyer'd, 
God bids them command the People to withdraw; 
0, frighted with the amazing een, that broke 
om the Cloud, readily take the Warning, and draw 
from the Tents of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
came boldly out, and ſtood daring at the Doors 
their Tents with their Wives and Families. Then 
/es addrefling himſelf to the People, ſaid, “ By this 
you ſhall know that the Lord has commiſſion d me 
to do what I have done, and that I have undertaken, 
"thing of my own Head. If theſe Men die the 
ammon way of Nature, or be viſited — 
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F then take it for granted, the Lord hath not ſent me: 

„But if he deal with them after a ſtrange and unu 
# ſual manner, and the Earth opening her Mouth 
* {ſwallow them up alive, then thall ye underſtand 
that theſe Men have provoked the Lord.” Moſs; 
had no ſooner ſpoken theſe Words, but terrible Con- 
vulſions heave the labouring Earth, the Surface of 
which cleaving aſunder, Corab and his Faction, with 
their Goods and! Families, were {wallow'd up alive, andi 
the Ground cloſing upon them they periſh'd. The reſ 
of the People that ſtood round them, and ſaw their 
diſmal Fate, being frighted with the loud Crics and 
Shnicks of the departing Mutineers, fled away for feu 
the Earth ſhould have {wallow'd them too. In the mean 
time God, to compleat his Vengeance on the reſt o 
the Leaders in this Rebellion, who had profanely at 
tempted to offer Incenſe contrary to the Law, {en 
down Fire from Heaven, and deſtroy'd the two hun 
dred and fifty Men that had join'd with Corah. Th 
m Cenſers, on which they intended to offer, remain 
amidſt the Conflagration; which God order'd to b 
preſerv'd, but not for the ſame Uſe as formerly, 1 
iu the ſame Form: Therefore he commanded M/s 
direct Eleazer, Aaron's Son, to beat them out into bro 
Plates, and fix them to the Altar of the Burnt- Offering 
aſſigning this Reœaſon for it, * That it might be to! 
Memorial to the Children of Hrael, that no Str 
& ger, or any that was not of Aaron's Family, {hou 
& preſume to offer Incenſe before the Lord, leſt 
died the Death of Corah and his Company. 


Families. Except fome of Corah's 
Sons. See Numb. xxvi. IT. 
n Cenſers, The two hundred and fifty 
Princes had not offered any Incenſe, be- 


ing prevented by Death: However, it 


may be preſumed that they had lighted 
their Incenſe at the holy Fire; by which 
they obtained (at leaſt in the Opinion of 
the People) a ſort of Conſecration. The 
Lord therefore, io keep up among them 
the Reputation and Eſteem of things de- 
voted would not have them put to pro- 
kane Uſes: And to make a Difference 


between his own Inſtitutions and . 
Contrivances, (eſpecially thoſe of ul 
ed Men) he order'd all choſe Br 
Cenſers to be wrought into broad I 
and to cover the Altar with then 
the intent, that theſe Brazen Plates 
poliſhed bright, might by theit Ly 


MT © their 
put the People in mind of the 7 Hague 
of thoſe that were once the One bee th 


them; and by ſeeing them often» 
they muſt do every time they 100%) 
on the Altar) they might be Warn 
the ſame Crime. 5 


Book Il. 
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So viſible a Puniſnment, one would think, might have 
been ſufficient to deter the 1/raelites, and keep them 
{Within the Limits of due Obedience for the future; but 
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affected them only for the preſent, for from this Judg- 


land nary. This ſhews to whom we 
to fly in any Perſecution or Diſ- 
and that God is our only Refuge 
rorection, Whence the great Fruit 
"Wantage of Perſecution appears, 
„ Compeis us to apply to him. 

Kue. Commentators are generally 
in their Opinion what this Plague 
"apue is a comprehenſive Term, 
be in the Plagues of Egypt, which 
' led Plagues, rho? they were all 
at from each other. We may rea- 
! Wink that it was the Feſtilence 
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nent the next Day they took occaſion to mutiny afreſh, 
murmuring againſt Moſes and Aaron, and charging them 
1th the Murder of ſo many Perſons. They well know- 
ag the unruly Nature of this obſtinate People, and fear- 
ig to what degree of Madnels and Violence they might 
ave proceeded, took ® Sanctuary 
chere, as ſoon as they had enter'd, the Cloud cover'd it, 
ndthe Glory of the Lord appeared; which was a ſure 
[oken that the Lord had ſomething to ſay to them. 
nmediately God called to Moſes and Aaron, and bid 
em be gone from the reſt of the Congregation, for 
e would conſume them in a Moment. The. 
pon fell down, as they uſed to do on ſuch Occaſions, to 
tercede for the People; but, as early as they were in 
pplicating, Vengeance was before them; for the 
ord, provoked by their repeated Rebellions, had al- 
cy ſent a o Plague among them. Which Moſes pers, 
ring, bid Aaron take a Cenſer, and put Fire in it from 
e Altar, and Incenſe, and haſten to the Congregation 
make an Atonement for them. Aaron did as Moſes 
rected him, and ſtanding between the dead and the liv- 
he pray'd for the People, and the Plague ccas'd. 
wever, in that ſhort ſpace of Time that this Plague 
ed among them, there died fourteen thouſand ſeven 


in the Tabernacle: 


'T hey there- 


or infectious Sickneſs; and not Fire, as 
Cornel. & Lap. and Abulenſ. would have 
it, who are the only Commentators that 

retend to define it. The Septuagint 
'kewiſe render it by a general Word, 
Toranſis, ſignifying no more than Brea#- 
14g forth, or Raging, Numb. xvi. 46, 
and 50. That it was a Peſtilence the 
Chaldee Paraphraſe ſeems to hint, in the 
Complaint of the Iſraelites, Numb. xvii. 
12. We die by the Sword, the Earth ſwal- 
loꝰweth us np, and the Peſtilence conſumeth 
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hundred Men, without reckoning thoſe who periſhed 


( 
in the Sedition with Corah and his Company. 
God having in ſo dreadful a manner declared again} WM ( 


thoſe who oppoſed the Government of Moſes, and the n 


Prieſthood of Aaron, to end all Conteſts and Diſpute 
amongſt the ambitious and aſpiring, reſolv'd by a con. 
vincing Miracle to put an end to the Controverſy, and 
eſtabliſh and confirm the Prieſthood in the Family in 
which he had placed it. In order to this, he commandel 
Moſes to take a Rod from each Tribe, and to write upon 
it the Name of the Prince of that Tribe to which itbe 
long' d; and on the Rod of the Tribe of Levi to wii 
Aaron's Name; which when he had done, he was u 
lay up theſe twelve Rods in the Tabernacle, betor 
the Ark of the Teſtimony, where God was to declar 


God would determine the Controverſy, and put a 


that Man to bloſſom whom he would chooſe. * 
Moſes perſues this Direction, and taking a Rod fra e 


and laid up all the Rods together in the Tabernad 
And the next Day he went in and brought forth 
the Rods, and in the Preſence of all the Ha vo ht 
gave each Man his Rod, which they found to bet 
lame as they had deliver'd to Moſes over Night exce 
Aaron's, which had not only budded, bur bloſſom 
and bare ripe Almonds. This was a convincing Prod 
that God had ſingled out Aaron to the Prieſtly Offe 
To preſerve the Memory therefore of the Determin 
tion of this Controverſy, the Lord bid Moſes bri 
Aaron's Rod back again, and lay it before the Ark 
the Tabernacle, to be kept for a Memorial of th 
Rebellion, and that ſeeing it they might forbcar I ve 
murmur, and ſo prevent their Death. 
And now they began to recollect their Deſerts, andi. vr 
Cauſes of their Puniſnment; and ſince God had i b 


_ own Houſe viſited them for their Sins, they enume ie 
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thee ſeveral ways they had been puniſh'd. Behold, ſaid 
they, we die; we periſh; we are all loſt. And becauſe 
bod had in the Tabernacle expreſs'd his Diſpleaſure 
:W more than once in puniſhing them in an exemplary man- 
er, they cried out, If we approach the Tabernacle we 
die; not conſidering, that their own Iniquities drew the 


? Several, The Chaldee Text deſcrib- 
eh their murmurings thus: We die by 
e Sword; as in the Caſe of their daring 
o enter the promiſed Land contrary to 
Miſes's Advice, when they were lain b 
he Canaanites and Amorites. TheEart 
uloweth us up; as in the Caſe of Corah 
Ind his aſſociates. The Peſtilence doth 
anſume us; as in the Caſe of the Fourteen 
duland ſeven hundred that died of it. 

1 Remarkable, As being made of the 
Iraen Cenſers, which belonged to the 
['wo hundred and fifty Princes that had 
dined Cor ah. 

' The next, & e. The Hiſtory breaks 
t at the ſeventeenth Chapter of Num- 
and begins not again till the ewen- 
ech. In the eighteenth Chapter is ſet 
Inh the charge of the Prieſts and Levites 
linctly, with the Portions or Proviſ- 
zof Maintenance for each. In which, 


that the Prieſts had for their Portion 
Offerings of the People, rhe Meat- 
erings, Sin-Offerings, Treſpaſs-Offer- 
be Heave-Offerings, Wave-Offerings, 
cf. Fruits, and the Tithes of the Tithes, 
ch they were to receive from the Le- 
ten who receiv'd the Tithes from the 
ple, And theſe Tithes of Tithes, which 
Prieſts were to receive from the Le- 
, were to be offter'd by the Levites an 
e Offering to the Lord as the Tithes 
m{elves, which were given to the Le- 
were offter'd anHeave-offering to the 


nong other Things, it is to be obſerv- 


Petore, So char all che Tiches, as well 


juſtice of God upon them in this place, for which he had 
order d the Altar to be cover'd with 4 remarkable ſhin- 
ing Braſs, to put them in mind of their Obedience. 
The next hiſtorical Matter we meet with is the //7a- 
tites being at Kadeſh z where Miriam (who was Siſter 
to Aaron and Moſes, and ſ elder than both) died, and 
was buried there. In this place the //raelites, impati- 
ent of any Inconveniency, for want of Water began (as 
uſually) to exclaim againſt Moſes and Aaron; ſaying, 


thoſe from the People to the Levitet, as 
thoſe out of them from the Levites to the 
Prieſts, were by this Ceremony of Heav- 
ing render'd as compleatly a Part of the 
Ceremonial Law, as the reſt of the Of- 
ferings under that Diſpenſation were. 
The nineteenth Chapter of Numbers treat- 
eth of legal Pollutions and Uncleanneſſes. 
and of the Water of Separation or Puri- 
fication, by which unclean Perſons were 
to be cleanſed, directing how it ſhould 
be made and uſed : Which Water was a 
lively Type of the Blood of Chriſt ; who 
being himſelf perfectly clean, by ſprink- 
ling eleanſeth the Unclean. 
= the Interpoſition of theſe Matters im 
theſe rwo Chapters, we miſs the Account 
how the Iſraelites came to Kadeſh again 
inthe Wilderneſs of Zin; where we lind 
them in Ch, xx. Only _— briefly re- 
citing ſome of their Frauds in Dent. ii. 
tells us, That after they had been beater 
by the Amalekites and Amorites, they 
turnꝭd and took their Way in the Wilder- 
neſs along the Red Sea, as God had com- 
manded Moſes, Numb. xiv. 25. and com- 
aſs'd Moumt Seir many Days; (which 
th Tremellius and our Bible in their 
Nates reckon eight and thirty Vears) till 
at length the Lord ſaid, Ie have compaſi d 


' this Mountain long enough, turn ye North- 


ward, Deut. ii. 3 

Elder. That ſhe was elder than 
Moſes appears from Exod. ii. 4. where 
ſhe is ſaid to be left to watch him when 
he was expoſed in the Ark of Ruſhes. 
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& Why have ye brought the Lord's People into the 


« Wilderneſs to kill them and their Cattle? Why dg 
ce pou perſuade us to leave the fertile Land of Egypt toi 


ce bring us into this barren place, which affords neither 
« Water to quench our Thirſt, nor Fruits to fatisfy WW" 
our Hunger? Would to God we had periſhed with" 
ce our Brethren before the Lord.” Moſes and Aaron in 

theſe Difficulties, as before, addreſs themſelves to God 
for help; who bids Moſes take the Rod, and that he. 
and Aaron ſhould aſſemble the People; and then, faid 
the Lord, “ Speak ye to the Rock in their Sight, and 
&« it ſhall yield Water for them.“ Moſes hereupontak- 
ing the * Rod from before the Lord went, and with A5. 
ron's Aſſiſtance aſſembled the People together before t 
Lord. Moſes hitherto had paid an exact and abſolute &, 
Obedience to all the Commands God had injoin'd him; A 


ingly but alittle, he committed the greateſt Miſcarriage 
of his whole Life : For he was bid to ſpeak to the Rock 
before the People; but inſtead of doing, he ſpeaks to 
the People, ſaying, © Hear now, ye Rebels! Mutt we 
ce fetch Water for you out of the Rock? In which 
not only expreſs'd Impatience and Heat of Spirit, but 
Incredulity, making a Doubt of what God had pot 
tively promiſed. It is certain he diſobey'd God in this 
for he u ſmote the Rock twice with the Rod, an 

- imme 


F Red. The Text does not expreſly Favour of Moſes, That when be v 


tell us, whether of the Rods this was; ſent to the Rock before, Exod, xvii. Tags 
that with which he did ſo many Mira- he was bid to take his Rod in his Han, OS N 
cles in Egypt formerly, or that by which and ſmite the Rock, that the Water mig og th 
they were lo lately reclaimed from a Re- come forth; and that from thence he m =: 
bellion: It ſeems moſt likely to be the infer, he was alſo now to ſmite the o tba. 
latter; becauſe in Numb. xx. 9. it is cal- with his Rod: It may be ſaid, That * any 
led the Rod from before the Lord, and he then follow'd his Inſtruction, ſo he | pro 
which yet bore a Miracle upon it, the to have done here. He ſmote the Roc 12 5 
Buds and Almonds. But be it which of then, becauſe he was bid; but he didn * gs 
them we will imagine, the Deſign of the ſpeak to it becauſe he was not bid: "hi 5 ſe 
Lord's bidding Moſes to take the Rod now he ſhould have ſpoken to it, bel To he 
was, that the People, at the Sight of it, he was bid; and not have ſmitten ih N 3 
might ſee their Error, repent, and con- cauſe he was not bid. Thoſe Ex pot Hat ſu 
feſs that nothing was too hard for their who ſeem moſt to excuſe this Diffiden 4 Mir 

Ee of Moſes, impute it to his great 8 Fa 2 
note. If it ſhould be alledg'd in (old Age being naturally prone toe 8 
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nnmediately there iſſued out Water in great Plenty: By 

which we may ſee, God would not loſe the Honour of 

his Miracle for his Servant's Fault, but cauſed the Water 
Wo flow from the Rock. But to ſhew, he expected an 
ntre Obedience to his Commands, tho? Moſes had been 
s faithful Servant in performing all his Inſtructions 
before, yet now for the Breach of his Obedience he 
aounces to Moſes and Aaron (who was in the fame 
"Wiranſgreffion with him) their Doom in theſe Words: 
becauſe ye beliey'd me not, to ſanctify me in the 
"WF Sight of the Children of //7ae7, therefore you ſhall 
not have the Honour of leading the People into the 
Land which I have given them.” From this un- 
apy Accident, the place was called Meribah, which 
znfies,, The Water of Contradiction. 

Moſes being thus reprimanded humbly ſubmits, but 
ontinued in his Command and Care of the People and 
tending to decamp, that he might ſecure their March 
om Kadeſh, he ſent an Embaſſy to the King of Edom, 
pon whoſe Borders they now were) to inform him of 
e Travels and Labours of the {fraclites; deſiring leave 
þ pals thro” his Country, on account that they were both 


patience) and that he being pro- abſolute Obedience to his Commands. 


oft led at this freſh Murmuring in Dif- Nor will he allow even his Favourite 
py ce ſtruck the Rock; not that he Servant Moſes to vary from his Com- 
che ofthe Power of God; or his Faith- mand, or mix his own Conceptions 


teſs in performing his Promiſe of pro- 
ing Water out of it; (for in his and 
s Speech to the People he taxes 
m with Incredulity ) but he queſtion'd 
ether God would think ſo rebellious 
ncredulous a People worthy of a 
ficle, who had ſlighted and fo ſoon 
pen the many and late Deliverances 
tad received from his bountiful 


the nod that never yet failed to relieve 
That in any Diſtreſs; or whether God, 


ly provoked had promis'd ironi- 
Þ 07 ſurcaſtically, or conditionally, that 
Fe Haecſites would ceaſe to murmur, 
Old ſend them Water. And that 
ore he ſtruck the Rock with Diffi- 
* delieving it impoſſible or impro- 
that ſuch incredulous W retches de- 
© 2 Miracle. But theſe are meer 
"ures and Suppoſitions ; for God is 
lore Sovereign, and expects an 


with it unpuniſhed. 

w Fanctify. That is, you ſhould ſhew 
them that I am holy, omni potent, mer- 
ciful, and true; and that I can and would 
perform my Promiſe to this wicked and 
ungrateful People, as ye know, and ought 
ro remember I have often done, 

* Land. This was the very Land of 
Canaan on the other ſide of Jordan; for 
Moſes did afterwards enter the promiſed * 
Land on this fide of Fordan, when he 
took the Kingdoms of Shen and Og , 
which he gave to the Tribes of Rerbew 
and Gad, and to the half Tribe of Ma- 
naſſeh. This was a ſore Mortification to 
Meſes not to ſee the promiſed Canaan, be- 
ing thereby fruſtrated of the Fruit of his 
long and troubleſome Conduct. By which 
we ought to learn to die to the World 
and our ſelves, and live only to God. 


deſcended 


Highway. The ſurly Edomite not only refus'd them Pa 
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deſcended from Iſaac and Rebecca; aſſuring him that they 
would commit no Acts of Hoſtility, nor treſpaſs in his 


Fields or Vineyards, nor ſo much as drink of his Water, 
without paying for it, but only travel on the King's 


ſage, but with a potent Army came out to defend hi 
Frontiers, and oppoſe the Miaelites, ſhould they attempt 
to pals. They therefore turn'd another way, and march. 
ing from Kadeſh came to Mount Hor, near the Borders of 
Edom. And now the time drawing near, that the Chi 
dren of Iſrael were to enter the promiſed Land, into 
which the Lord had told Aaron he ſhould not enter, be- 
cauſe of his Tranſgreſſion at Meribah, God gave Aar. 
notice of his approaching Death, and commanded My... 
to take Aaron and Eleazer his Son, who was to ſuccec 
him in the Office of High-Prieft, to the Mount, ther 
to ſtrip Aaron of his Prieſtly Garments, and put ther 
upon Eleazer his Son. Which when Moſes had dont 
Aaron died on the top of Mount Hor, being a hund 
twenty and three Years old. And when the People ſi 
that Aaron was dead, they bewailed him thirty Days. 
It was the beginning of the fifth Month of the fal 
tieth Year of their Travels from Egypt, when they we! 
— the Borders of Canaan; and Arad, one of ib 
Kings of Canaan, that dwelt in the South, hearing 
which way they came, went out and fought the 
and took ſome of them Priſoners. This Defeat broug 
them to a Senſe of their Duty; and knowing tix 


N 


t 
were now upon the Borders of the promiſed Lan Y 
they made a Vow to the Lord, promifing that it I pe 


would deliver this People into their Hands, they wol 
utterly deſtroy their Cities. God takes them at thi 
Word, and gave them ſuch Succeſs, that at) Horm 
they engaged theſe Canaanites and defeated the 
took their Cities and utterly deſtroyed them. 


5 Hermah. See Judges i. 17. This yaelites about eight and thirty Ve 
ſeems to be the fame Place to which the fore, Nah. 6, 45, 
fma'chiics had beaten and chaſed the Ig 


. Book IT. of the Holy Bible. 237 
Fiuſh'd with this Victory they diſlodged from Mount 
Hier, and took their way by the Red Sea, marching round 
Edom, thro which they had been : denied Paſſage, and, 
 Wforbidden to force their way. And becaule the way was 
ng, the Paſſes uneaſy, and the Country barren, they, 


us Wor etting their late Succeſs, and reflecting only on the 
th = Diſcouragements, relapſe into their old Hu- 


Imour of murmuring, complaining directly againſt God 
and Moſes : © Wherefore, ſaid they, have ye brought 
us up out of Egypt, to die in the Wilderneſs, where 
there is neither Meat, nor Drink, but this b Manna, 
© which our Stomachs loath.” God ſeeing them thus 
forgetful of the many and repeated Acts of his Provi- 
ence, puniſhes this bold Impiety of theirs, by ſend- 
ng <fiery Serpents amongſt them, which deſtroy'd a 
great Number of theſe Rebels. This Puniſhment 
brought the reſt to their Senſes, who flying toinjur'd 
hſes acknowledge their Guilt, and cry for Mercy: 
ho, tho? he had lately incurred the Diſplealure of 
he Lord on their Account, in Pity to their Diſtreſs 
direſles himſelf in Prayer to God for them; who did 
bt immediately take away the Serpents, but leaving 
hem to be a farther Scourge, and make them more 

ible of their Tranſgreſſion, provided a Remedy to 

revent their Death, and heal their Hurts: For he or- 

rd Moſes to make a 4 Serpent of a fiery Colour, and 

{et it up on a high Pole, that the People, who were 

ten by the fiery Serpents, might by looking up to 


Denied. See Numb. xx. 18, 21. 

* Force, See Dent. ii. 5. 

Manna. This is the ſame Com- 
ant which they made before. See 


Mb. xi. 6. 


Nature, but by the Effect of their Bit- 
> Vhich cauſed a great Inflammation 
* in all thoſe that were bitten 
mem, 


Serpent, This Brazen Serpent ( 2 
cant Type of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
o being litted up as an Enſign for the 
u Ja. xi. 12. gives Life and Sal- 
"0 e all them, that in true Faith 
p te him) remain'd among the 


Fiery. Theſe Serpents were not ſo 


God had made it, an 


Jews above 700 Years, to the Time of 
Hexekiah King of Fudah; who in a holy 
Zeal, perſuant toGod's Command, Ezra. 
xxiii. 24. Deut- vii. F. removing the 
high Placeg,-Breaking the Images, and 
cutting, down the Groves, brake alſo in 
Pieces this Brazen Serpent among the reſt; 
(ho* Moſes by the Expreſs Command of 
was ſo valuable a 
Piece of Antiquity) becauſe he found the 
People had for a long time committed 
Idolatry, in burning Incenſe to it. And 
to put a Contempt upon it, he called it 
Nehuſktan, a Piece of Braſs only, 2 Mn 
XV11L, 4. it 
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it be recovered. Moſes accordingly made the Fom 
of a Serpent in Braſs, and ſet it up as a Banner; and 
Whoever afterwards was bitten by a Serpent, if he 
look'd upon that Brazen Serpent, recovered. 

The //raelires at this time were at Phanon, whithe 
they were come from Salmona, their firſt Camp, aft 
they remov'd from about Mount Hor. From Phay 
they went and incamped at Obhoth, and thence to Ji: 
abarim, in-the Deſert that is before Moat to the Eat 
ward. Decamping from thence they came to Zared, an 
afterwards incamped by the River of Arnon, which ibi 
the Deſert, and runs to the Frontiers of the Amorite 
for it divides them from the Moabiteßs. They heldo 
their March, and at length came into the Plains of Mou 
on the Banks of Jordan, oppolite to Jericho, to the Toy 
_ of Piſgah. From hence Moſès ſent Ambaſſadors to Sib 
King of the Amorites, to demand a Paſſage thro' hi 
Country, promiſing not to break into the Fields or Vine 
yards, nor to drink of the Water, but only to marc 
along the Highway, till they were paſt his Country 
The Amorite Prince, not thinking it ſafe to receive i 
numerous and unſettled a People into the Heart of h 
Kingdom, poſitively denied them Paſſage : And think 
ing it better Policy to attack than be attack'd, gather 
what Force he could, marches out to give them Battle: 
Jahax, where /rael routed him, and 1e1z'd his Count, 
They likewiſe took Heſhbon, and the Villages about i 
whichS7hon had before taken from the Moabites; andix 
ing thus poſleſs'd of the Amorites Land, they due 
there. After this Moſes ſent out Forces to diſcover a 
another City of the Amorites, which they took withi 
its Territories, and drove out the People that duc 
there. Then turning another Way they marchedt 
wards Baſhan, where the © Giant Og, another a 

| Ling 
e Giant. The Deſcriptionof this Gi - Iron for Strength, was nine Cubis 


gantick King Who was the laſtof theRace length, and four Cubits in bread 


of the Giants, we have in Deut. iii. 11, ter the Cubit of a Man, which 
4 


c. whoſe Stature we may gueſs at by the common Cubir, containing h 7 
Size of his Bed, which being made of or one Foot and a half of £2" 


[ 
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King, reigned. This monſtrous Prince, with his Gigan- 
ck Troops, drew out to give the //7aelites Battle. But 
elt they ſhould be diſcouraged at the Sight of this for- 
dable Army, who exceeded the common Size of Na- 
ue, Moſes by the Command of God bid them fear no- 
ting, for he had delivered them into their Hands, and 
hey ſhould make as eaſy a Conqueſt over them, as they 
Idover Sihon King of the Amorites. Iſrael thus incou- 
edjoin'd Battle, and flew King Og and his Sons, and 
[his People. They allo took all his Cities, threeſcore 
Number, all feaced with high Walls, Gates and Bars, 
eſides open Townsand Villages a great many; deſtroy- 
g utterly the Inhabitants, but keeping all the Cattle 
nd the Spoil of thoſe Cities for a Prey to themſelves, as 
ey had done before in the f Caſe of Sihon, the other 
Imorize King. | 
Incourag'd with theſe Succeſſes the //raelites march 
the Plains of Moab, and incamp on this {ide Jordan 
Jericho. The Approach of theſe victorious Strangers 
rikes a Terror wherever they come, and the Fame of 
cirlate Succeſs againſt the Amorites, put the King of 
bah and his People into a terrible s Conſternation. 


if reduced to Yards or Feet, will Perizzites, the Hivites and Jebuſites, they 
le four Yards and a half, or thirteen were to ſave none alive, but utterly to 
tand 2 half, for the Length, and twyo deſtroy all the Men, Women and Chil- 
G, or fix Feet, for the Breadth of the dren. Now as this Execution was a 
| | Type of the ſpiritual Warfareagainſt the 
Caſe, See Deut. iii. 4, 5, 6, 7. and Soul's Enemies; of which none, old or 
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any ney were commanded, Dent. xx. young, great or ſmall, are to be ſpared, 
aut 1" the Fecial Laws, or Laws of War or ſaved alive; ſo the political Reaſon of 

q Heraldry, are ſer down: By which this. martial Severity is given in the 18 
ind wee required upon their Approach Verſe of Deut. xx. That they teach you 


ly City, to offer Peace firſt; which not to do after their Abominations, which 
e Inhabitants accepted, and ſurren- they have done unto their Gods; ſo ſhow!d 
d to them, they ſhould only make ye ſin againſt the Lord your God, So that 
n Tributaries. But if they refuſed this Severity ſeems to be a kind of Self- 
and put them to beſiege and ſtorm Defence; a Deſtroying of their Enemies, 


dwel 


*F120 


withe 


- dwe e, they ſhould, when they had who were Idolaters, leſt they ſhould tempt 
Jt Vt; put all rhe Men to the Sword; and draw the Iſraelites to do that, which 
he might keep the Women and Chil- would provoke the Lord todeſtroy them. 


wich the Cattle and other Spoilfor s Conſternation. If the Moabites had 
eres. Theſe were their Inſtrudti- known the Protection they were under, 
the Cities of remoter Countries; they needed not to have been afraid; 
T the Cities of thoſe neighbouring for, if they would have been quiet, they 
© Which the Lord had given them were particularly exempted from the 

1 Inberitance, as particularly the Sword of IJrael, Deut, ii. 9. | 
e and Amorites, the Canaanites and 
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give them no Anſwer till he had conſulted the Lord 
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240 A Compleat Hiſſory Bookll, 
Balak the King knowing himſelf too weak to ingage 
the mighty Force of ſrael, adviſed with the Chiets of 
h Midian, to whom he propoſed the common Danger M1, 
of theſe Invaders: The Reſult of their Conſultation wa 
this; King Balak ſhould ſend Meſſengers to i Balan 
the Son of Beor, who lived at Pethor, a City in Meſon. 
zamia, to invite and bribe him to curſe the 7/aclites; 
for they had ſo great an Opinion of his Skill arid Power 


as he pleas'd. By general Conſent therefore they depui 
a ſelect Number of their chief Men with Preſents to in 
vite him to go with them to Balak. When they cametolihc 
him, and haddeliyer'd their Meſſage from the King, her; 
deſired them to tarry with him that Night, for he cou 


God, who knew the ſordid Mind of Balaam, to tifror 
how he would repreſent the matter, ask'd him, What 
Men they were, that were with him? They are ſome 
« /aid he, whom the King of Moab hath ſent to me, t 
let me know, that there is a People come out of Eg 
& which cover the Face of the Earth; and to deſire m 
c to come to him, and curſe them, in hopes that he theWrete; 
« may be able to overcome them, and drive them . 
« way.” But God ſaid to him, «© Thou ſhalt not g 
« with them, nor curſe that People, for they are ble 


“ fed.” Balaam, not daring to diſobey the Comma the 
of the Lord, got up in the Morning, and diſmiſſingti but 
Meſſengers ſaid, Be gone to your own Country; f Not 
« the Lord refuſcth to give me Leave to go with youMly'q + 


They return to the King, but miſreport Balaam'sA 
ſwer; for inſtead of telling him, that God had refill 
to let him come, they tell him, that Balaam refulgſs ce, 


09n 13 


to come. Whereupon Balak falſly ſuggeſting to hin, 


b Midian. The Midianites were Neigh- Devil, but by the free Acceſs he hid 
bours and Confederates with the A- God, particularly Numb. xxiv. 131 


* bites; therefore Balak repreſents to them xxil. 18, he was not a Prophet oft Pave the 


the Danger, and asks their Advice and Devil; tho? it is plain from the 
Aſſiſtance. Text he was covetous, and St, Pe ele, 2 

i Balaam, Several Fathers repreſent 2. Ch. ii. v. 15. ſays, He loved the f. Nice _ 
 Balaam as a Wizard, and Prophet of the of Unrighteonſneſie l | 


F Book IT. 


of the Holy Bible. 
ee, that either the Number and Quality of his Meſ- 
{WM (engers did not anſwer Balaam's Ambition; or the Va- 
ile of the Preſents his Covetouſneſs, reſolves to gratify 
boch; and therefore he immediately diſpatches away 
u Mellengers of more honourable Rank, and with lar- 


247 


ger Propoſals. Let nothing, ſaid he, hinder thee 
from coming to me; for I will promote thee to 
& yery great Honour, and give thee whatſoever thou 
lt ask, if thou wilt come and curſe this People. 
Tho” Balaam had received an expreſs Command from 
he Mouth of God, neither to go, nor curſe //7ae/; yet 
edid not diſapprove of the Offer, only tells the Meſſen- 
gers,“ If Balak would give me his Houle full of Silver 
and Gold, I cannot go beyond the Word of the Lord 
my God.” But to ſhew his wicked Inclination to the 
romiſed Reward, he fawningly intreats the Meſſengers 
o tarry all Night with him, that he might know what 
e Lord would ſay farther to him. This was tempting 
od; who therefore in Diſpleaſure left him to his * own 
Vill. He had poſitively at firſt told him his Mind, and 
was the higheſt Diſobedience and Preſumption to 
tend or offer at the reverſing of it, by a farther Ap- 
cation. However, blinded with Covetouſneſs and 
nde, he again addreſſed himſelf to God; who proyok'd 
tis Obſtinacy leaves him to himſelf, and tells him, If 
the Men come to call thee, !riſe and go with them 
but what T ſhall ſay to thee, that only ſhalt thou do. 
Notwithſtanding this Permiſſion to go, God was re- 


_ Id to make Balaam ſenſible of his Diſpleaſure. Upon 
8 | | 

ful MF 0» 7777, Thus God dealt with the in Oppoſition to God's immediate Com- 
: tes afterwards, when they, reject- mands and Inſtructione. 

efuſe us Government, would needs have I Riſe, &c. This by the Conſent of 


ug, that they might be like other 
ons, 1 Sam. Viit. 7. He anſwered 
Defire; but he did it in his An- 
ſea xtii, 11. And at other Times, 
4 they would not hearken to him , 
de them up to their own Hearts 
= let them walk in their own 
als, Pſalm Xviii. II, 12. From 
ce we may obſerve how unfit we 
o chooſe for our ſelves; eſpecially 


911 


Interpreters is look'd upon, not as 2 
Command bur a Permiſhon ; and ſeems 
ironically ſpoken; as if God had faid, 
« Since thou art ſo eager to go, though 
« thou knoweſt it is againſt my Mind, 
« rake thy own Courſe ; Go if thou wilt. 


ce Bur yet thou ſhalt not gain thy End; 


« thou ſhalt go with this Reſtriction on 
« thy Will, Thou ſhalt ſay nothing, but 
„what I ſhall direct thee, 
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242 A Compleat Hiſtory ZBookl. 
this Conceſſion he got up in the Morning and went with 
the Princes of Moab : But as he was on the Road, the 
Angel of the Lord ſtood on the Way with a drawn 
Sword in his Hand. Balaam's Mind was ſo taken up 
with the Expectation of the Advantage he ſhould make 
of this Expedition, that he thinks of nothing elſe; but 
it pleaſed God to give the Als, on which Balaam rode, 
ſuch Quicknets of Sight, that ſhe both ſaw the Ange] 
and ſhun'd him, by turning out of the Road into the 
Field. Balaam for this beats the Aſs, and ſtruggling to 
put the Beaſt into the Way, the Angel ſtood in another 
narrow Way between two Walls, which incloſed fon 
Vineyards. The Aſs, ſeeing the Angel, clung up to 
the Wall, and cruſh'd Bal/azm's Foot. This fo incensd 
him, that he beat her again. But when the Ange 
went farther, and ſtood in a narrow place, where tht 
Aſs could not turn, ſhe fell down under him. For thi 
Balaam was in a greater Paſſion than before, beating he 
with his Staff. But God, to rebuke the Wilfulnels o 
the Prophet, miraculouſly open'd the Mouth of ti 
Als, and ſhe ſaid to him, «© What have I done to the: 
that thou ſhouldſt beat me theſe three times? Þc 
“ cauſe, ſaid he, thou haſt deſerved it in mockin 
« me: Had Ia Sword in my Hand I would kill thee 
The Aſs reply'd, “ Am not I thine Aſs, upon whi 
© thou haſt been us'd to ride, ever ſince was thine 
c did [ever ſerve thee fo before?” He anſwer'd, N 
The Unuſualneſs of this Accident, one would thi 
might have been an Admonition to Balaam to let hi 
know, there was ſomething more than common 1nti 
Aſs's ſpeaking ; but his Reſentment againſt the A 
bruiſing his Foot and throwing him, and ſtoppi 
him thus upon the Road, when he was in haſte to 
made rich and great, had ſo blinded him, that he thoug 
nothing of it, till God himſelf opened his Eyes, 
let him ſee the Angel ſtanding in the Way with 
Sword drawn in his Hand; at the Sight of which 
bowed himſelf down, and fell on his Face. The. 
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gel expoſtulates with him, tells him his Undertaking 
was perverſe, in attempting to go againſt the expreſs 
Command of God, and that theretore he was come 
to ſtop him; and but for his Aſs, which he had ſo 
barbarouſly abuſed, he had ſlain him. 

Balaam convicted with this juſt Reproach confeſſes 
his Sin, and faintly offered to turn back, if his Jour- 
ney diſpleaſed the Lord. But this he needed not have 
ſud; for he knew well enough, that his Undertaking 
from the firſt diſpleaſed God, becauſe at his firſt Ad- 
dreſs he was forbidden by him to go. However, the 
ord reſolv'd out of this Man's wicked Inclination to 
uſe fome Advantage; and therefore ſince he was gone 
0 far, he would not ſend him back, but make = 
cho was hired to curſe, be the Inſtrument of pro- 
ouncing a Bleſſing on his People. Having thus cha- 
led Balaam on the Way, he ſuffered him to go on, 
ut with this Charge, that he ſhould only ſpeak what 
od ſhould tell him. 

Balaam thus diſmiſs'd went on his Journey with the 
nnces of Moab; and when Balak underſtood that Ba- 
am was coming, that he might the more oblige him by 
onal Civilities, he came out to meet him, himſelf 1e- 
iving him upon the Confines of his Dominions. At 
ir meeting the King ina friendly manner bhamed Ba- 

n for refuſing to come to him upon his firſt ſending, 
ce it was in his Power to advance him: But Balaam, 
excuſe himſelf; let him know what Reſtraint the Lord 
d laid upon him. Then entertaining him publickly 

th his Princes and great Men that Day, the next Day 
brought him up into the ® High Places of n Baal, 
t from thenee he might take a View of the Camp of 
gel. Whilſt they were here, the Prophet directs the 
4h Places, The Scripture calls Baal to be in thoſe High Places, others 
thoſe Eminencies and Groves the Statue, As to the Word Baal, it is 
L the idolatrous Nations conſecrat- ſometimes a proper Name (as here in 
eir Gods, and where they in a this Place,) ſometimes it is the common 


b and laſcivious Manner, ſolac'd Name of Idols: Thus the Phenicans cal- 
Ayes. led their God Bal. The Babylonians 


l, Some will have the Temple of their's Belhor Belus; which is the ſame. 


R 2 King 
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244 A Compleat Hiſtor) Book l. 
King to order o ſeven Altars to be erected for him there; 
and ſeven Oxen with ſeven Rams to be prepared, 
Which being done, they both together offered an Ox 
and a Ram upon each Altar. Then leaving Balak to 
ftand by his Burnt-Offering, Balaam withdrew to con- 
fult the Lord, who meets and inſtructs him what to 
ſay; and returning to Balak, whom he found ſtanding 
at the Altar, and the Princes of Moab with him, he 
thus addreſs'd himſelf to them: Thou haſt cauſed me 
« O King, to come from P Aram, out of the Moun- 
c tains of the Eaſt, to curſe the Family of Jacob, and 
bid Defiance to //7ae]. But how ſhall I curſe tho, 
& whom God hath not curſed? and how ſhall I det 
« thoſe, whom the Lord hath not defied? From thy 


« top of the Rocks I ſee their Protector, and from the 
Hills I behold him. Behold, this People ſhall be ſt 


Un 
* 


<« parated to God, and diſtinguiſh'd from all other Peof, * 
ple in Religion, Laws, and courſe of Life: They th [ 
«not be reckon'd among the Nations.” Then ſetting - ; 
forth the Proſperity and Increaſe of //ae/, he will" 
that his Lot might be with them in Life and Death.» by 
Balak was offended at this Anſwer, and ina paſſioni = 
Haſte asks, « What haſt thou done? I ſent for thee . 
c curſe my Enemies, and thou haſt bleſſed them.” a 
laam 4excuſed himſelf by the Neceſſity of his InſtrugF=*! 
tions, from which at this time it was not in his Power Wa © 
deviate. However Balak is not diſcouraged , from. 
f nN 
Change of the Place he hopes a Change of Fortune, Miri: 
better Succeſs; and therefore taking Balaam into H 
Field of Zophim to the Top of Pi/zah, he tries whet /kce 
o Seven, The Number Seven was e- would have curſed the Iſraelites, | hem, 


ſteemed ſacred among the Iſraelites, (from could: And indeed if we conlider 
whom probably Balaam mighthave learnt Moſes told the Iſraelites, Dent. X. 
it) as appears in Lev. iv. 6. where the Nevertheleſs, the Lord thy God wn 
Prieſt is ſaid to ſprinkle the Blood of hearken anto Balaam, but turned ie 
the Bullock ſeen times before the Vail into a Bleſſing to thee; we may wel 
of the Sanctuary. clude, that Balaam did earneſtly k 

P Aram. The fame as Meſi potamia, with God by Perſuaſion or Inttes 
Which the Hebrews call Aram Naharaim, have had Liberty to haye curled the 

Excus d. From Balaam's Excuſe, dren of 1ſracl, | 
Namb, xxili. 12, ſome interpret, as if he 


Book II. 


he can curſe from thence. 
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Lalaam, who was willing to 


pleaſe him, had ſeven Altars there, and a Bullock and a 
BW Ram offered on each. Then withdrawing again, as be- 
bre, to conſult the Lord, he received freſh Inſtructions. 


r He does, &c. Theſe Words in Numb. 
Nil, 21. are render'd thus: He hath 
tm none Iniquity in Jacob, nor Tranſgreſ- 
n in Iſrael, Which cannot be the true 
enſe of the Place, for they give occaſion 
d Libertines to imagine that God looks 


ting 


Ih! 


nee ih Indifference on the Sins of Men, 
3 ben they are thus render'd. Others 
ei that he overlooks and winks at the 


ts of his own People; and the moſt 
licious and pious are puzzled what to 
ke of them, as appears from the va- 
us Explication which is given them. 


mug me think that by Iniquity, &c. Balaam 
ne, derſtands Idols, which the Hebrews, 

den cell, Vanity, Iniquity, Falſnhood and 
NO werſeneſs. But this Senſe can have 


Pace here; becauſe God had not only 
a Idols among the Iiraelites, but had 
0 moſt ſeverely puniſhed them for hav- 
| them, Exod. xxxii. 9. Deut. ix. 13. 
«rs think they ſignify great and hei- 
Crimes, which abounded among 
Heathens, and were not to be found 
Mg the Iſraelites. But neither is this 
©, for God upbraids them frequently 
i the greateſt Enormities, and their 
Faults were ſo much the more hei- 
o decauſe they were the People of 
La fine, ſome fancy that tis ſaid, 
% not behold their Iniquity and 
"bneſs, becauſe he had pardoned 


elites, | 
\n{ider 4 
ot, XXI 
* won! 4 
ned the 
ay we 

eſtly la 
Inte! 


cſed he) 


Balak now began to underſtand the Interview between 
the Lord and Balaam, and upon his Return to him and 
his Attendants, who were big with expectation of the 
MW kclult; demanded what the Lord had ſpoken? Upon 
which Balaam, to beſpeak the greater Attention and 
Regard to what he ſhould ſay, began thus.“ Conſider, 
& O Balak, thou Son of Zippor, conſider, that God, 
& who hath already bleſſed //rae}, and forbidden me to 
& curſe them, is not like Man, that he ſhould re- 
* nounce his Promiſe, or repent of what he does. Hath 
* hepromiſed, and ſhall he not perform? Or hath he 
* ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? Behold I have 
received Commiſſion to bleſs, and he hath bleſſed, and 
' cannot reverſe it. * He does not approve of Afflicti- 


them, as if he had never ſeen them. 
Bur theſe are wide of the Meaning. We 
muſt therefore obſerve with Gataker , 
and ſeveral others, that the Hebrew Words 
which are tender'd, beheld and ſeen, don't 
only fignify a bare Sight of Things, (for 
in this Senſe, God fees the greateſt Crimes, 
as well as the beſt Actions) but alſo ſeein 
them with Approbation. Thus ' tis Fn 
That God ſoobeth on the Contrite, and tis 
of purer Eyes than that he can behold Evil, 
Iſa. Ixvi. 2. Hab. i. 13. That is, That 
he approveth the Contrite, but cannot ap- 
prove Sin. We muſt likewiſe obſerve 
that the Hebrew Particle Beth, which we 
tranſlate in, frequently ſigmiſies againſt, 
as Exodus xx. 16. — againſt thy Neigh- 
bour. And Numb. xii. 1. — againſt Moſes, 
So likewiſe in ſeveral other Places. We 
muſt yet further remark, that the Words 
which are tranflared Iniquity and Per- 
verſeneſs, do often ſignify an Outrage and 
Vexation , or Affliction and Trouble. 
The Text then ſhould be render'd, He 
does not approve Ajflictions or Ontrages 
againſt the Poſterity of Jacob, nor of Vex= 
ation or Trouble againſt the Poſterity of Iſ- 
rael. This is very agreeable to all that 
Balaam faid and did on this Occaſion, 
and ſtops the Mouths of Libertines and 
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246 A Compleat Hiflory Pookll, 
* ons or Outrages againſt the Poſterity of Jacob, nor 
* of Vexation or Trouble againſt the Poſterity of /;e] 
* The Lord his God is with him, and the ſ Shout of ; 
© King is in him. God hath brought him out of Egypt; 
* he hath, as it were, the Strength of an * Unicorn, 
* Surely no Inchantment can prevail againſt Jacob, nor 
* any Divination againſt Iſrael. So that conſidering 
* what God ſhall work this Time for the Deliverance 
* of his People, all the World ſhall wonder and (ay, 
* What hath God wrought ! W ho hath put his People 
cout of the Reach of Fraud or Force, and turned the 
intended Curſe into a Blefling. And to ſhew their fi. 
© ture Strength and Succeſs, the People ſhall riſe ups 
a great Lion, and lift up themſelves as a young Lion: 

_ © 'They ſhall not lie down until they eat of the Prey, and 
& drink of the Blood of the Slain.” This was ſuch 
Mortification to Balak, that he ſilences Balaam, to! 
bidding him either to curſe or bleſs. But his Eagerneſ 
to have //rael curſed, made him change his Mind: F 
he calls for Balaam, and intreats him to try another Place 
in hopes God would permit him to curſe ael. Hen 
upon Balaam followed Balak to the Top of Mount Pe 

a Hill that look'd towards the Wilderneſs. Whatſoere 
Greund Bala might have for his Hopes, it's certain bi 
laam knew the poſitive Will of God in this Caſe wat 
bleſs and not to curſe; and this he had declared to be i 
reverſible, when he told Balak God was not like fich 
Man: Yet ſtimulated with the blind Deſire of Rewan 
he conſents to Balak to tempt the Lord afreſh ; for 
there erected ſeven Altars, and laid ſeven Sacrifices the! 
on. But having in vain tried all his Arts of Divinat!o 
and ſeeing that God was reſolved to continue bleſſing 
rael, without withdrawing, as before, (under Pretc!| 
to conſult the Lord) looking on the Camp of //7ae), i 


r Shot. $0 Jerome, Arias Montanns, ly us'dto expreſs extraordinary Streit 
Tremellins and Junius turn it. That is, As here, Numb. xxiii. 22. Fſal. . 
the Triumph of a King victorious over Job xxxix. 12. Deut. xxxiii, 17: 
his Enemies. Xxxii. 21. and xcii. 11, G. 
' 'T Unicorn, This Animal (generally u Divination," See Numb. xxl. 
ſuppofed to be the Rhinoceros) is frequent- as Ro. , Sp 
0 Os +» 44 '2 8 
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" Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he cried out in 
an Extaſy, © How good are thy Tents, O Jacob, and 
« thy Tabernacles, O 1/rael/” Then by ſignificant 
Metaphors he foretold theExtent,Fertility andStrength 
of Iſrael, and that thoſe that bleſſed them ſhould be bleſ- 
ed, and thoſe that curſed them ſhould be curſed. 
Balak inrag'd to ſee that Balaam, whom he had called 
tocurſe the People of //rae/, had bleſſed them three ſe- 
reral Times, and * ſmiting his Hands together, upbraid- 
ed Balaam with having deceived him, in bleſſing thoſe, 
whom he was ſent for to curſe. Then being no longer 
ble to reſtrain his Rage, he bid him haſte and be gone 
For, I thought (ſaid he) to have promoted thee to 
great Honour, if thou hadit anſwered my Deſign in 
curſing Iſrael; but the Lord hath hindered thy Pre- 
* ferment.” Balaam had recourſe to his old Excuſe, that 
e could not exceed the Commands of the Lord, but 
uſt {peak what he put into his Mouth: And tho' he was 
milling to gratify the King of Moab in ſome ſort, and 
crhaps (conſidering his covetous Temper) to intitle 
mſelf to ſome Reward, he offer'd to) advertiſe him 
wat parting, what the //-ae/;zes ſhould do to his Peo- 
e in the later Days: But ſtill, againſt his own Inclina- 
on, he beſtowed Bleſſings on Irael, and propheſied, a 
arſhould come forth from Jacob, and a Ro from I/ 
el; that it ſhould ſmite the Chiefs of Moab, and deſtroy 
e Children of Seth; that Edom ſhould fall under its 
ower, and that the Amakkites and Kenites ſhould be 
tirpated. In fine, he foretold, that the Weſtern Na- 
ons, the Greeks and Romans, ſhould vanquith the A. 
n, deſtroy the Hebrews, and periſh themſelves. 
after theſe Predictions, as if vex'd at his own Diſap- 
ntment in miſſing the Reward he expected, and to 
reveng*d on the Iſcaelites as the Occaſion of it, he 


Pirit, In Nam, xxiii. it isobſery- *Smiting, &c. This was a great Token 
hat while Balaam us'd his Art of of Diſpleaſyre, as ſmiting the Breaſt was 
tion or Inchantment, he had only of Sorrow. ; 

lord put into his Mouth; but now y Advertiſe. See Numb, * xiv. 14. But 
ag laid aſide his Inchantments, the that this was in Revenge, is plain from 
naf God came upon him. the next Note. 
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zZ jnſtructs the Moabites and Midianites in a wicked Arti- 
fice; which was to ſend their Daughters to the Camp of 
the Hraelites, to draw thoſe People into Idolatry; the 
ſure Method to deprive them of the Aſſiſtance of God, 
who protected them. This Artifice ſucceeded, for 
the very next Account we have of the //raelites is, 
that they lay incamp'd at Shittim; where many of Mt 
them were deluded by the Moabitiſh and Midianitib I 
Women, and were drawn in, not only to commit Wa 
W horedom with them, but to aſſiſt at their Sacrif-· u 
ces, and worſhip their Gods, even b Baal-Peor. 0 
The Greatneſs of this Sin appears in the Severity offer 
the Puniſhment: For God commanded Moſes to take the Ho 
Chiefs of thoſe that had joined themſelves to Baal-Pei, 
and hang them up before the Lord in the Sight of all the 
People. Moſes accordingly gave Charge to the < Judg-Wpur 
of 1/7ael to ſee Execution done, every one on the Mex 
under his Charge, that ſacrificed to Baal-Peor. But the 
divine Juſtice did not ſtop here. Their W horedom mull 
be puniſhed as well as their Idolatry ; which was agg 
vatcd vaſtly by a Perſon of conſiderable Worth an 
Dignity. Bold Zimri, the Son of Saly, Prince of a chi 
Houſe among the Simconites, took Cozbi the Daughtſ* . 
of Zur, who was alſo a Prince of a chief Houſe 
Aidian, and daringly brought her to the //racii 7 
Camp, in Contempt of Moſes, and in Sight of all i 
Congregation, who, becauſe of the late Executiondo 
upon their Princes, ſtood weeping before the Door 
the Tabernacle; and leading her openly into his Te 
? Inflrufts. After Balaam had given Interview between Balak and 3a?! 
Balak what Hints he could concerning ends; but Moſes in Ch. xxxi. v. 16. ity H. 
the Ruin of his People by the Iraclites, plainly refer to the Counſel of Bd 
which was no very comfortable Admo- and lays the whole Blame on him. 
nition; (for he did not at the fame Time 2 $hirtim, Which ſignifies, Tummy 4 
inftrudt him how to' avoid that Ruin) d Baal-Peor, Suppoſed to be theꝶ imber 
by Way of Revenge puts them in a Way ly Priapus. Was a 
to render the People of Iſrae / odious ro e Judges. I ſuppoſe theſe were" 
their God, and taught Balak how to be- Fudges, whom by the Advice of h 
tray Iſrael, and draw them into Forni- ther-in- Law Fethro, with God's Ag 
cation and Idolatry, which ſoon after bation, he had ſet over the Þ eople⸗ 8 the! 


follov/ed. This indeed is not mentioned xviil. 
in Numb. xxiv. where this Paſſage or | ct 
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chere lay with her. This ſuperlative Impudence, and 
open Violation of God's Law, none offer to reſent, but 
Phineas, Aaron's Grandſon z who riſing up from the 
Congregation, and fill'd with a divine Zeal, took a Ja- 
velin in his Hand and followed them to the Tent ; where 
in the very Act of Whoredom he thruſt them both 
WW through. This zealous Act of Phineas put a ſtop to the 
Plague, which God had ſent among the People for this 
WM :ndacious Act of Zimri's, and the other Lewdneſſes 


„ud Impieties of his Comrades. However, there died 


on this Occaſion no leſs than 4 four and twenty thou- 
offend. Phineas's holy Zeal for God's Honour gain'd him 


not only high Commendation, but a perpetual Settle- 


ment of the Prieſthood in himſelf and his Poſterity. 
Theſe Diſorders thus quieted, and the Offenders 


dr, 


the 
oc 


Hen 


he e Midianites, who had debauch'd the Hraelites with 


their Idolatry and W horedoms. * In order to which 
nu e es commanded a Detachment of twelve thouſand 
orW-lcct Men, a thouſand out of every Tribe, to go againſt 


Wl 
hi Four, c. In this Number, it is Poſſeſſions, werenumber*d from a Month 
C11.Wtobable, Moſes does include the Thou- old. The Account of this is fer down at 
hrs Princes that were hanged. Which large in Numb. xxvi. by which it appears, 
br omputation reconciles this Place to that that of all that were firſt number'd by Moſes 
ile de Apoſtle, 1 Cor. x. 8. where he and Aaron in the Wilderneſs of Sinai, 


entions but three and twenty thou- Numb. i. there was not then a Man left 


litt 
e. without the thouſand Princes that alive, beſides Moſes, Foſhna, and Caleb. 


ll 1 hanged. ö So that in leſs than forty Years, Six hun- 
0 * Midianites, Under this Name Itake dred and three thouſand, five hundred and 
11 COS Moabites alſo to be comprehended. fifty grown Men (for ſo many were 


' In order, In Numb. xxv. 16. God number'd, Ch. i. beſides the Tribeof Levi) 
mmanded Moſes to vex the Midianites died in the Wilderneſs. And yet now 
c detraying Iſrael, and ro ſmite them. at this ſecond Numbering there were 
[the Execution of this Order is inter- found fix hundred and one thouſand, ſe- 


001d 


Ten 


ad Jed by ome Things, which being not ven hundred and thirty Men of twenty 
5. 16. Ma Hiſtorical, we will here in the Years old and upwards, beſides Levites. 

ot Zs give a ſhort Hint of them, Af- The next Thing is an Enumeration of 
| him. the Plague the Lord commanded that divers Laws and Ordinances; ſome of 


Feople, that is, the Males, ſhould again which were more general, as relating to 
dumber'd. In which the fame Me- the daily Burnt-Offerings, and other Of- 
d was appointed to be taken that was ferings upon particular Feſtivals, Some 
uin the former Numbering, Namb. i. were more particular, as private Vows 
i the other Tribes, being number'd of Maids, Wives, Widows, and divorced 
reſpe& to War, and to their poſ- Perſons, and the ſertling of Inherirances 
ing the Land, were number'd from in the Female Line. Of which, ſee 
My Years old: But the Levites being from Numb, xxvili. to xxx. 
Upred from Wer, and excluded from 
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puniſhed, the next thing was to take Vengeance of 
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250 A Compleat Hiflory Bookl|, 
the Midianites; amongſt whom went the zealous Phi 
neas, Who carried with him the holy Inſtruments, or 
Trumpets to animate the People. This was indeed but 

a {mall Army to invade ſo great and powerful a People. 
But God, who put them upon this Expedition, went MW 
along with them, and bleſs d them with ſuch wonderful Wr 
Succeſs, that they ſlew five Kings, and all their Men; W: 
among whom was the wicked Prophet 8 Balaam, who MW 
tho? he had before ſcap'd the Angel's Sword, yet now We 
fell a Sacrifice to the injur'd People of God. They Mn 
burn'd all the Cities and Caſtles, took all the Women and MC: 
Children Priſoners, and ſeiz'd on their Cattle, Flocks Ein 
and Goods: After which, loaded with the Spoils of their Ch 
Enemies, they return in Triumph to the //-aelitiþ 
Camp. In the way Home they are met by Moſes, Elec. 
er the High-Prieſt, and all the Princes; who congri- 
tulate their Succeſs. But Moſes ſeeing the Midianiiſ 
Women among the Captives, was much offended at the 
Officers of the Army for ſaving them; for theſe, ſaid he, 
by the Council of Balaam, cauſed the 1/7aelites to fin 
againſt the Lord in the Buſineſs of Peor, and provoke! 
him to ſend a Plague upon the Congregation of {ſrael 
And thereupon he commanded them to kill every Mal 
among the Children, and every Woman that had la 
with Man; and to fave none alive but the Virgin Fe 
males. After which they were to abide ſeven Days with 
out the Camp, and both Soldiers and Spoils paſs rhroug 
the Ceremonies of a legal Purification : W hich whe! 
they had perform'd, God directed Moſes to take an Ac 
count of the whole Prey, and dividing it into two equ 
Parts, to give one to the Soldiers that had taken it, al 


the other Part m—_ the reſt of the People that ſtay di read 
home. Out of the Soldiers Part he levied the Five hue Tri. 
dreth Part, both of Perſons and Beaſts; which he pu by 6 


as a Tribute to Eleazer the Prieſt, for a Heaye-Offeri 


8 Balaam. By this it ſeems he was brews, whilſt he was among the M4 
not got home; and it may be, with Rea- nites, as when he was among the 
ſon, conjectur'd, that he was deviſing bites; and therefore he juſtly fell by 
much the ſame Miſchief againſt the He» Sword of Iſrael. 


N 
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of the Lord; and out of the other Part, which the Peo- 
ple had, one Part out of fifty of both Perſons and Beaſts 
was given to the Levites. Then the Officers of the 
Army out of the other Parts of the Booty which they 
lad taken, as Jewels of Gold, Bracelets, Rings, Ear- 
| Wings and Tablets, brought their expiatory Offering to 
; W:tone for their Tranſgreſſion in ſaving the Midianitiſh 
Women; and their gratulatory Offering of Thankſ⸗ 
1 Weiving for ſo great a Victory. The Greatneſs of which 
may be gueſs'd from the Number of their Priſoners and 
d 
k$ 


Cattle; the Virgin Females were two and thirty thou- 
land, all the reſt of the People, Men, Women and 
Children, were put to the Sword. The Plunder in 

attle and Flocks conſiſted of Six hundred ſeyenty 
and five thouſand Sheep, ſeventy and two thouſand 
peeves, and ſixty one thouſand Aſſes; beſides rich 
oods and Ornaments. And to make this ſtill more 
reat and miraculous, the Victory was gain'd without 
ie Loſs of one Man on 3 Side, as appears from the 
\cport the Officers made upon a h Muſter. 

The Iſraelites thus taking Poſſeſſion of the Country 
nthis fide Jordan, the Tribes of Reuben and Gad, and 
be half Tribe of Manaſſeh, obſerving it to be a fertile 
ih and good Paſturage, deſired of Moſes that they 
ght ſettle in that Country, upon Condition that they 
ould march with the other Tribes to conquer the 


ougſend where they were to ſettle, that they would not 
wheWuurn till the others were in Poſſeſſion, and that they 
n Acfeuld claim no Part of the Lands that were beyond 
equf dan. Moſes at firſt thought they intended to ven- 
„ ae no further, but had a Mind to fit down ina Coun- 
ad ready gain'd, and leave their Brethren the reſt of 


c hue Tribes: Upon which he blamed them for offer- 
jc pu by ſuch a Propoſal to diſcourage the reſt of the 
Fern ltes. But when he underſtood their real Deſign, 
e n condition they perform'd their Promiſe, he grant- 
the their Requeſt. 

"2 | Muſter, See Numb, rl. 49: 
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i After this Moſes gives a particular Account of the 
ſeveral Stations and Removes, which the Children of M 
Iſrael made from Rameſes in Egypt, to the River J. 
dan in Canaan. Then he deſcribes the Bounds of the 
promiſed Land, and gives the Names of the Perſon: 
appointed to divide it among the Tribes of 1/ra 
And afterwards Order is given, that the Children of 0 
Iſtael ſhould aſſign to the Levites eight and forty Ci, 
ties, with Suburbs to them, in which the Leviii 
might live amongſt the Tribes, and of which Num. 
ber ſix were appointed to be Cities of Refuge for the 
Man- ſlayer to fy to, who had happened to kill a Ma 
by Chance. But Proviſion was made, that he, wh 
ſhould be duly convicted of wilful Murder, ſhould hy 
put to Death: And in capital Caſes it was provided 
that none ſhould be convicted of ſuch Crimes by th 
Evidence of one ſingle Man. There was a Law lic.” 
wiſe made, that every Daughter, who ſhould pol 
an Inheritance in any Tribe of the Children of Y 
ſhould be married to one of the Tribe of her Fathe: 
that ſo the Children of ae! might enjoy every 0 
the Inheritance of his Father; and the Inheritancend 
be transferred to another Tribe. This was grounds 
upon a Law made k before, which empower'd Daug 
ters to inherit Lands, where the Heirs Male {hou 
be deficient z and was the Caſe of Zelophehad's Daug 
ters, who upon obtaining this Act were required 
marry within the Family of their! Father's Tribe. 

By this time the forty Years Travel of the Heal 
was near expired. Moſes therefore conſidering i! 
the preſent Generation of the //raelites, now read 
paſs over Jordan to take Poſſeſſion of the prom: $ 
Land, were either ſprung up fince the Law was! 


i After, The Matter of this Para- in verſ. 12, They were married int 
graph is contain'd in Numb. Ch, xxxiii, Families, or ſome that were of the 
Xxxiv, xxx . milies of Manaſſeh, the Son o % 

k Before. See Numb. xxvii. 1, 2, &c, Which takes off the Force of th 

Father's. Upon this, they are ſaid Num. gument, who from hence wou': 
xxxvi. I 1. to be married to t heir Father's the Lawfulneſs of Marriages be 
Brother's Sons. That is, as it isexplain's Firſt- Couſins. : 


f 


[ 


© — 3 
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yen at Mount Sinai, near forty Years before, or too 

young to remember and underſtand the Law then gi- 
en, thought fit to repeat the Law to them. 
" A little before his Death therefore he aſſembled the 
People of //7ae/ on the firſt Day of the eleventh Month, 
In the fortieth Year from their Departure out of Egypt, 
che People being yet in the Plains of Moab by For- 
an, and near Jericho) he repeated to them briefly = all 
chat had befallen their Fathers ſince they left Egypt - 
The gracious Dealings of God with them; their Un- 
niels, Diſobedience, and Rebellions, which had ſo 
fung egen provoked the Lord to puniſh them, and brought 
not only upon them, but by their Means upon him 
alſo, that grievous Sentence, That they ſhould not en- 
er into the good Land. Which Account he often 
repeats, that theſe might take Warning by the Miſ- 
ariages of their Forctathers. Then he repeated the 
Decalogue, and divers other Laws and Precepts 
ormerly given, tho' not without ſome Variati- 
ns, with the Addition of ſome new Laws on divers 
dubjects, and Explanations of the Old, exhorting them 
0 a ſtrict Obſervation of them, promiſing they thould 
don enter the Land of Canaan, and commanded them 
0 deſtroy all the Idols of the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
Ty, and to extirpate the People. He incourag'd them 
be faithful to God, aſſuring them, if they kept his 
ommandments they ſhould have Bleſſings heap'd up- 
them; and threatning them with all manner of 
lamities, if they departed from them. He renew'd 
© Covenant with the People in the Name of the 
ord; commanded them with a loud Voice to pro- 
am on the Mountains of Gerezim and Hebal, beyond 
dan, Bleſſings to thoſe who kept the Covenant, 
d Curſes to all thoſe who broke it, and to erect an 
far in the Land of Canaan, on which they ſhould 
me the Terms and Conditions of their Covenant 
th God. Theſe things, with Rehearſals ſometimes 


2 Ml, See from Dent, i. to iv. n Decalogne, Ibid. Ch. v. 


of 
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of their Fathers, and their own o Prevarications, . 
ſes not only delivered to the People by Word of 
Mouth, but wrote them in a Book ; which he gaye 
into the Cuſtody and Care of the Levites, with Di- 
rection from the Lord, that they ſhould put it into 
the ſide of the Ark, to be kept there for a Witneß 
_ againſt Iſrael; if they ſhould rebel. Beſides this, A- 
923 by the immediate Direction of God compoſed 1 
P Song, in which are at large deſcribed by the many ge- 
nefits and Favours of God to his People, their Ingrati- 
tude to, and Forget fulneſs of him; the Puniſhmentsby 
which he corrected them, with Threatnings of greater 
Judgments if they perſiſted to provoke him by a Repeti- 
tion of their Follies. This Song Moſes recited to the 
People, and gave Order that they ſhould learn it, and 
repeat it often; that when for their tranſgreſſing the 
Law, many Calamities and Troubles ſhould befal them 
this Song might be a Witneſs for God againſt them. 
The Time was juſt now 1 , and the Peopli 
ready to pals over Jordan; but he ad having be 
fore told Mo/es, that he ſhould not conduct the Peo 
= into the promiſed Land, becauſe of his Error at th 
aters of Meribah, he bid him now get him up into ti 
Mountain Abarim unto the Mount Nebo in the Land 
Moab, over againſt Jericho, and take a View of the Lan 
of Canaan, and then die there in that Mount, as h 
Brother Aaron had died in Mount Hor. 
Moſes had before indeavoured to deprecate one Pat 
of his Sentence, his not being permitted to enter intot 
_ promiſed Land, but in vain; he therefore humbly (ut 
mits to the Almighty's Pleaſure now, and takes a ſole 
Farewel of the People in a prophetick Bleſſing, wh 
he pronounc'd upon each Tribe, as Jacob had done 
before his Death. And having before by God's Col 
mand appointed Foſpua to be his Succeſſor, to cond 
the People to the promiſed Land, laying his Hands up 


© Prevarications. Ibid, See from Ch. v Seng. Did. Ch, xxxii. 
iv. to Ch, xxxi. ; 
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Book II. of the Holy Bible. 255 
Whim in ſuch ſolemn and publick Manner, as gave all the 
people to underſtand, that after Moſes's Death Joſbua 
vas to be their Leader, Moſes went up to the Top of 
ah over againſt Jericho, from whence, as the Lord 
had promiſed him, he could take a full View of the 
ountrics round about. 
Tho' his End was juſt approaching, and he an Hun- 
red and twenty Years old, yet he was in ſuch good 
ealth and full Strength, that neither was his Eye dim, 
or his natural Force abated ; therefore whilſt theſe laſt- 
d, he with Pleaſure ſurveys the beauteous Proſpect. 
e views the delightful Town and Plains of Jericho; 
es Lebanon's fair Cliffs and lofty Cedars, and then re- 
gus his Soul into the Hands of Seraphs, who waited to 
omycy him to a happier Canaan, than what he had 
t before ſurvey'd. | 
The Lord, er knew the wanton Inclination of the 
raelizes to Idolatry, leſt they, when they remem- 
rd the wonderful things Moſes had perform'd for 
em, ſhould pay any ſuperſtitious Adoration to his 
mains after Death, paid the funeral Honours to 
great Prophet himſelf, and in a Valley in the Land 
| Moab over againſt Beth-Peor buried him fo ſecret- 
that no Man ever knew where his Sepulchre 
And though he had no publick Monument or 
omb-ſtone n yet this 3 as an honourable 


pitaph on him recorded in holy Scripture, Deut. 
N10, 11, 12. 


What Prophet by the ſacred Breath inſpir'd, 
What Friend of God with holy Raptures fir'd, 
Whoſe deathle/s Name can equal Glories ſhare, 
Or with God's Servant Moſes can compare 
Vith mortal Eyes th' Inviſible he ſaw, 
Un trembling Sinai's Top receiv'd the Law : 
om Egypt's Fetters ranſom'd Iſrael brought, 
"ud in their Sight great Signs and mighty Wonders 


Wrought, 
3 Thus 
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256 A Compleat Hiſtory Book 
Thus died that illuſtrious Prophet * Moſes; whoſe 
Death, when the Children of //rae/ underitood, they 


lamented with great Solemnity, weeping and mourns 
ing for him in the Plains of Moab thirty Days. 


GD) => Wm. Em: on: 0 


<a % 


* Moſes. Thus far the ſacred Hiſtory Cecrops King of Athens, who reigr'{ 
was of Moſes's Inditing, which contains three hundred Years before that War, 
the firſt five Books of rhe Bible, and is is certain he is much ancienter than H 
thence called the Pentatemch, All Anti- mer or Heſiod, or any profane Write 
quity, both ſacred and profane, acknow- 2. Moſes is the only Perſon that has give 
ledge Moſes to have been the Legiſla- a plain and hiſtorical Account of the0n 
ror of the Fews; and that whole Na- gin of the World, and who has continu 
tion has always carefully preſerved his that Hiſtory uniform, and without 
Books as containing their Law, When Interruption to his own Time. All th 
the Tribes were divided into two King- others have written of the firſt Ages 
doms, both of them preſerved the ſame as they own themſelves, mere Ignorance 
Reſpect for thoſe Books, as being writ Darkneſs, and Fable. 3. Moſes wrote; 

The Samaritans, who came a Time, when he could be ſure of d 


raelite Prieſts ; the Fews carried them to might have been eaſy to have convict 
Babylon, when they were led Captives him of Falſhood, had he delivered u 
thither ; they brought them back, andaf- Fables. 4. We have nothing in ancie 
terwards reviſed and corrected them. Hiſtory, nor in Fable, to prove that! 
Profane Authors have ſpoke of them, as World is older than Moſes repreſents i 
written by Moſes, In — it is as cer- F. His Hiſtory agrees with the profane 
tain, that the Books which go by the ſtorians of ſeveral Nations. We thereh 
Name of Moſes are his own, as that thoſe the Originals of ſeveral Nations, andthe 
which are aſcribed to Herodotus, Thucidi- ancient Names which many of thembe 
des, &c. appertain to thoſe, whoſe Names preſerved. But if Religion did noto 
they bear. It is poſſible there may have vince us, that the Books of Moſes ve 
been ſome Additions and Alterations written by divine Inſpiration, yer R 
made in them; but the Bulk of theHiſ- ſon ought to perſuade us, that this Hi 
tory and the Laws could not be altered. tory ot Moſes is true, and the only of 
As to the Truth of the Hiftory we have wherein we can find when the World) 
ſeveral Proofs. 1. It is the moſt ancient gan, and how long it has laſted, Ai 
Hiſtory in the World; for whether Mo- the laſt Chapter of Denteronomy it v 
ſes was contemporary with Inachus the written by Jeſhua, as a Preparation 
firſt King of Argos, who liv'd Six hun- his Hiſtory, and could not be ſuypil 
dred Years before the War of Troy; or to be written by Moſes, as giving at 
whether he did not live till the Timeof count of his Death. 
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PADBECYPON the Death of Moſes, Joſbua by 
ee the Command of God undertakes the 
"EDM ny Charge of the Children of //rael. He 
IJ had been Prime Miniſter to Mo/es for 
5 the greateſt part of thoſe forty Years 
the //7aclites wander'd in the Wilder- 
Þ; had ſeen the wonderful Works God wrought by 
et; underſtood well the Nature and Diſpoſition of 
beople; was one of the twelve Spies which were 
to ſearch the promiſed Land, and one of the two 
t gave a juſt Report of it, in CO to the 
er ten Spies that gave an evil and falſe Account of it. 


theſe and other Qualifications, he was formally 
led into his Office with very ſolemn Ceremonies; 
5 having, by God's Command, preſented — 
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258 A Compleat History Book III 
fore Eleazer the Prieſt, laid his Hand upon him, and 
diſpoſed to him 4ſome of the Honour that was upon 
himſelf, in the Sight of the whole e e e ˖ 
Being now ready to enter and take Poſſeſſion of the o 
promis'd Land, God for Joſbua's greater Incouragement b. 
ſtrengthen'd his former Commiſſion, by giving him a WW p: 
more immediate and expreſs Command, as he had before Wa; 
done to his Servant * Mo/es, to lead the People over For- WM" 
dan; telling him, that every place, upon which the Sole Nob 
of their Foot ſhould tread, ſhould be their own; and a- Wn 
ſuring him, that there ſhould not any Man be able to Meo! 
ſtand before him all the Days of his Life: For as he to. 
had been with Moſes, ſo he would be with him, and 
never fail nor forſake him: Therefore he bid him be 
ſtrong and of good Courage, for he ſhould divide the 
Land for an Inheritance to the People. And to in- 
gage him to a Performance of the Law, which he 
had delivered to Moſes, he annexes a continual Serie 
of Proſperity and Succeſs; charging him to make i 
his Study Day and Night, as the Standard of all hs 
future Actions, and repeating his former Aſſurance 0 
his Preſence with him whereſoever he went. 
Joſhua upon this Incouragement prepares to put tie 
Command of the Lord in Execution; and, that no 
thing material might be omitted, -he orders the Ofi 
cers to go thro' the Camp and give Notice to the Peo 
ple, that within three Days they ſhould pals the Jo 
aan, in order to poſſeſs the Land which the Lord the 
God had given them, and that they ſhould provid 


. . a lich 
themſelves with Victuals for ſuch a March. re Da 

| ; plac” i 
| The City of Jericho Was juſt oppoſite to the pla ine 
| | | 2 m go 
4 Some, &c. See Numb. xxvii. 20. muſt be underſtood, that he doth it N not 
T Moſes. God ſpake now to Frſhna by by himſelf, but by his Angel. ay, befc 
his Angel, as he had done to Maoſes, Beſides, the Angel here ſpeaki Wn. 80 
when he gave him the Law upon Mount: TFoſhna, may be ſaid ro ſpeak eith Wn Cha, 
Sinai, as appears from Gal. iii. 19. For {piritual Locution, objecting to his Mer of T 

Angels are the miniſtring Spirits of God, the Notions of theſe Words, ſo 45! tbe firſt 
Hieb. i. 14. For which Reaſon, as often ſhna had heard God ſpeaking to bim: Tenth | 
as it is faid in the old Teſtament, that by corporal Locution, aſſuming an , 0 
God appeared or ſpoke to any one, it rent Body: Either of which is probe 90 7 
g a N len, 


I wie 


Book III. f the Holy Bible. 259 
| where they were to pats. Joſhua therefore, ſ before his 
Order for their making Proviſion for this March, ſent 
wo Spies thither to obſerve the Situation and Strength 
of the Place, and the Avenues to it; becauſe it would 
be the firſt Place they were to attack, after they had 
pals'd the River. Thele* Spies entering Jericho, went to 


PD ae SC #* 


apublick Houſe of Entertainment, which was kept by 


Fahab, and there took up their Lodging. But being 
e MWobſerv'd by ſome to go in there, Information is preſently 
given to the King of Jericho, that two Iſraelites were 
come to ſearch the Country. Upon this the King ſent 
eo Rahab to produce them; but the having timely No- 


"Brfore. This Direction for March- 
is mentioned in the Text, betore the 


l. and Ch. ii. 1. But it ſeems the Spies 
re ſent before that, and returned to 
e Camp at Shittim, before they took 


che! ar March towards Forden : For the 
ies ſpent longer Time in their Search, 
avid n was between the Notice given for 


Ching and the March, which was but 
Le Days: Whereas they lay hid three 
in the !//ountains for their Safety, 
des the Time they ſpent in Jericho, 
oy going and returning; which they 
us not have done, had they been ſent 
ay, defore che Order for Marching was 
en. So that what is delivered inthe 
ond Chapter of Deuteronomy, ſhould in 
er ot Time come in about the Middle 
de firſt Chapter between the Ninth 


o bim Tench Verſes ; being as Junius and 
; a0 s obſerve, diſplaced by a Figure 
probs ed Hybeybaton, 


Nel. Theſe Spies are fabulouſly ſup- 


ding the Spies to Fericho. See Feſh. i. 


ice, had hid them upon the Roof of the Houle, under 
the Stalks of Flax which ſhe had ſpread there. Having 
thus ſecur'd the Men, ſhe put off the King's Meſſengers 
with a feigned Story, pretending that ſome Men did 
ome to her Houſe, but ſhe knew not what they were, 
nor whence they came; and that when it grew dark, 
xtore the Gates were ſhut, they went out, but ſhe knew 
ot whither. And to prevent any farther Suſpicion, ſhe 
dviſed to perſue them quickly, for they could not be 
ar off, Upon this they ſent out ſeveral to take them, 
"ho went as far as the Fords of Jordan, but in vain. 


pos'd by the Rabbins to be Phineas and 
Caleb ; which is very improbable. For 
Phineas was deſigned by God to be a 
Prieft, and Caleb a Man in great Autho- 
rity, But Joſh. vi. 23. poſitively ſays 
they were young Men. 

u Ravab. Interpreters are at great 
Variance about the Quality of this Wo- 
man; molt agreeing, ſhe was an Hoſteſs, 
which is very probable ; and chat ſhe is 
render'd an Harlot upon the Account of 
Idolatry ; for it is a common hraſe in 
Scripture to ſay, — Go a Ming after 
other Gods. That ſhe was a Victualler is 
unqueſtionable. 

w Roof. The Roofs of Houſes wer? 
then built flat, fo that they couid walk 
upon them, and ſer their Goods there. 
having Battlements round them to ſe: 
them from falling off, Dent. xxi1. 8. 
ſuch a Roof it was that David afteru 
walked upon, when he unhappily e 
the fair Bathſheba bathing her ſelf, - 
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gle from the Houſe, their Blood would be upon the 
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When they were gone, Rabab went up to the Men 


The had hid, and thus accoſts them : © T know the Lord 


& hath given you this Land, and the Fame of you is be- 
“come ſo terrible to us, that our People are utterly di- 


“ couraged. For we have heard, how the Lord dried up 


ce the Water of the Red Sea for you to pals over, when 
« ye came out of Egypt; and how ye ſubdued Sion 
& and Org, the two Amorite Kings, on the other ſide of 
Jordan. Theſe Actions have flaſn'd Terror amongſt 
ec our People, and quite diſpirited them. Your Godi 
ce the only God in Heaven and Earth. Now therefore, 
ce inregard of the Service have done in concealing you, 
« thew Favour to me and my Family, when you come 
ce into Power, and fave us alive; and of this ye ſhal 
« give me ſome Afſurance.” They readily promiſe up- 
on their Lives to fecure herand all that belong'd to her; 
upon which ſhe let them down by a Cord from th 
Window, which fac'd the Country, for her Houſ⸗ 
ſtood on the Town Wall. When they were down, the 
advis'd them to make to the Mountains to avoid the 
Perſuers, and to conceal themſelves three Days, till the 
Search was over. The Spies ſeeing the Sincerity of tht 
Woman in conſulting their Security, reſolve to mak: 
her eaſy in their Promiſe to her; and for a Token © 
their Integrity in the Performance of it, give her thi 
farther Aſſurance. When ſhe ſhould ſee the //raelit 
Army approach the Town, they bid her be ſure to ti 
* ſcarlet Twine in the Window, thro' which the l 
them down; and to bring her Father, Mother, B 
thren, and all her Family home to her, and be carefult 
keep them within Doors, that when their Forces ſhoul 
enter the Town, by this Token they might diſtingul | 
the Houſe and ſpare them. And that if any ſhould tiry 


own Heads; but if any one in the Houſe ſhould co! 


* Scarlet, This being a Token of De- the Death of Soul and Body. Thi9 
liveranceto Rahab and her Family, is not Opinion of ſeveral Fathers, par%** 
uraptly reckoned a Type of the Blood of St, Ambroſe and St, Angnfiine 
Chriſt, by which we are delivered from 
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to any Damage, they would anſwer for it. To theſe 
Terms ſhe gladly agreed, and fo diſmiſs'd them. 


The Spies having hitherto thus happily ſucceeded, - 


take Rahab's Advice, and make the beſt of their Way 

to the Mountains, where they lay hid three Days; in 

which time, thole that went in Perſuit of them de- 
pairing to find them, return'd to Jericho; and the 

Spies deſcending from the Mountains ford over For- 

dan, arrive ſafe in the //raelitiſh Camp, and give Jo- 
ua their General a faithful Account of their Expe- 
dition 3 adding, that for certain the Lord had deli- 
rcred the Country into their Hands, for the People 
were quite diſpirited at the Fame of them. 

Joſhua rous'd at this News decamps from $hittim, and 
ys down to the Jordan. Then putting the Tribes of 
euben and Cad, and the half Tribe of Manaſſeh, in 
ind of the Agreement made between Moſes and them, 
hat they, leaving their Families and Cattle on this {ide 
Jordan, ſhould with their belt Forces go over arm'd 
fore their Brethren, to help ſubdue their Enemies, 
nd place them in their Poſſeſſions, they acknowledge 
he Agreement, and declare their Readineſs to go; 
romiling in all things to be ſubject to him their Ge- 
ral, as they had been to Mo/es, and in all things to 
bey his Commands, under Penalty of Death. 

The Army being provided of Neceſſaries for their 
larch, the Officers going thro” the Hoſt commanded 
e People, that when they ſhould ſec the Ark of the 
orenant of the Lord their God, and the Prieſts of the 
Frites bearing it, then they ſhould move and follow it, 
t they might know the Way by which they were to 
Y becauſe they had never before paſſed that Way. 
d that a Decency might be obſerv'din their March, 
rection was given, that they ſhould leave a Space of 
Wt! two thouſand Cubits between the Ark and them. 

83 Things 


To thouſand, There were two thou- and in probability the ſame Proportion 
Cubits berween the Ark and the was obſerved when they reſted; This 


When they marched, Foſh. ith» 4. Diſtance of Ground ſome interpret to be 
| | one 
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Things being thus diſpoſed, Joſhua early in the Morn- 
ing on the ninth Day of the firſt Month exhorted the 
People to ſanctify themſelves, becauſe the Lord would 
next Day do Wonders amongſt them; and giving Or- 
der for the Prieſts to move, they took up the Ark, and 
march'd with it before the People to the Banks of the 
Jordan, where they halted : Here the Lord told 7% 
that he would fo diſtinguiſh him in the Sight of all //rae, WY t 
that they ſhould know his Preſence ſhould be with him, i / 
as it had been with Moſes. He directed him to bid 4 
the Prieſts, who were to carry the Ark, ſtop upon then 
Brink of the River; which they did, and Jou there- 1 
upon calling the People together to hear the Wordsof MW mn 

the Lord their God, told them, That they ſhould her. N ce 
by know, that the living God was amongſt them, and er 
would drive out the Nations before them: For the Ari ne 
of the Covenant of the Lord of all the Earth pa 
ſing into the River Jordan before them, as ſoon as th on 
Feet of the Prieſts that bare it ſhould touch the Waters 
they ſhould divide and ſtand on a Heap. According) 
the Prieſts march into the River with the Ark, and ſtop 
ping in the midit of it, they ſtood on firm Ground, th 
rapid Stream dividing, and the Waters forgetting the 
Fluidity, condenſe in heaps to afford them a dry Patiag: 
'Thus di God make good his Word to Joſhua, in pro 
miſing to magnify him in the Sight of the People, 
dividing the Waters of the Jordan, as he had done beto! 
to Moſes, when the Iſraelites paſs d the Red Sea. 


But before the People croſs'd the River, the Lo ble 0; 
commanded Joſhua to ſelect twelve Men, one out Th 
cach Tribe, who, ſo ſoon as the People had pals'd i Nouri 
River, were to take up twelve Stones from the plit tonif 
where the Prieſts ſtood on dry Ground, according WW, 


the Number of the twelve Tribes, and to ſet thi 


one Mile, ſome two; ſome meaſuringit bath-Day's Journey ; becauſe on thes 
according to a leſs, others according to a bath-Day rhey were all to repuit b 
longer Cubit, which they term a Geome- Place of God's publick Worſhip, wh 
trical Cubit. But all agree in this, that was two thouſand Cubits diſtant f 
theſe cwo thouſand Cubits were a Sab- thoſe, who incamped neareſt. 


- | 
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up as a Memorial of this great Miracle in that place. 
He commanded them likewiſe to take other twelve 
Stones, and to carry them on Shore, for another Me- 
. W morial of the ſame Miracle. | 
18 The Prieſts that carried the Ark walking on dry 
Ground to the midſt of Jordan, and {topping there, 
v Joſhua had ordered them, he commanded the reſt of 
the People to follow, forty thouſand of the Tribes of 
„Feuben and Cad, and the half Tribe of Manaſſeh, well 
a armed, leading the Van. When they wereall ſafely ar- 
he MW riv'd on the other Side of the River, the General com- 
e manded the Prieſts that bare the Ark, which ſtood in the 
of MW midit of the Jordan till all the People had paſſed over, to 
e · ¶ come out of the River with it; which they had no ſoon- 
ma er done, but the Waters return'd to their natural Chan- 
nel, and overflowed the Banks, as they uſually did. 
The //aelites having thus — paſs'd the Jordan 
on the tenth Day of the firſt Month, incamped in a 
Place called afterwards Gilgal, which was in the Eaſt- 
border of Jericho. Here Joſhua erected the twelve 
Stones, which the twelve Men had brought out of For- 
lan, as a Monument to Poſterity, that when the Deſcen- 
dants of the 1/raelites in future Times ſhould ask the 
Reaſon of it, they might know, that the Lord their God 
had dried up the Waters of the Jordan, and cauſed his 
People 1/7ael to pals that River on dry Land, as he had 
formerly dried up the Red Sea for their Paſſage out of E- 
t; and that all the People of the Earth might be ſenſi- 
ble of the Omnipotency of the mighty God of 1/rael. 
The Fame of this Miracle ſoon ſpread thro' the neigh- 
bouring Countries, and ſtruck the Inhabitants with A- 
toniſhment and Terror; for when the Kings of the Amo- 
ten, which were on the Welt of the Jordan, and the 
Kings of the Canaanites, which inhabited by the Sca, 
ard that the Lord had miraculouſly convey'd his Peo- 
le over the River by dividing the Waters, their Hearts 
unk for Fear, and their Courage fail'd them. 
Joſhua having thus candufid the Iſraelites over the 
| 8 4 __ River 5 
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River, God commanded him to cauſe them all to be 
2 circumciſed : Which being done, the Lord ſaid to 
Jaſbua, This Day J have taken away the * Shame of 
« Egypt from you.” And from this Act of Circumci. 
ſion, the Place where it was done was then called G 
gal. Here the //raelites tarried till their Circumciſion: 
wounds were healed; and here it was they kept the 
< Paſſover, on the fourteenth Day of the firſt Month, in 
the Evening. Now did the //7ae/ites begin to enjoy the 
_ Goodof the Land; the delicious Products of the pro- 
miſed Inheritance: For on the next Day after the Paſſ- 
over they cat of the Corn, and there being Plenty of al 
Fruits, on the Morrow the Manna was withdrawn. 
All Things being ready for approaching the City cf 


1 Circumciſed. The great Goodneſs as the reproachful Diffidence of the Egypt: 
well as Wiſdom of God was very con- ans, who would not believe that (he 
ſpicuous in this AQ of Circumcifionaf- Lord would make good his Promile in 
ter the Iſraelites were ſafe on the other bringing his People into the promiſci 

Side of Fordan; for their miraculous Land; (which Moſes often hinted, wh! 
Paſſage thro? that River, and the Fame he addreſs'd himſelf to God in behal! 6! 
of former Miracles wrought by God in the People, to deprecate God's Anger iron 
their Favour had affected the neighbour- them, urging that their Enemies fron 
ing Nations with ſuch Fear, that they thence would rake Occaſion to ridiculean 
dare not offer the leaſt Oppoſition to Iſrae! queſtion his Omni potence; ) or thei 
in their Paſſage. But now that they were Fore-skins not being cut off, which ret 
fate on theother Side of the River, God der'd them like the Egyptians. 
had a Work to do upon his People, which b Gilgal, Or Galgal, which ignites 
would render them for a while not only removing, rolling, or taking away, This 
unable to aſſault their Enemies, but even to Word is uſed before in Feſh. iv. 19. anl 
defend themſelves, For during their Tra- in Deut. xi. 30. but it was in eithe! 
vel in the Wilderneſs, Circumciſion had Place only by Way of Anticipation, Thi 
been omitted; not, I am apt to think, Place is by St. Ferom called Golga!, 3 ti 
thro* a Neglect of that Ordinance; but mous City formerly about fifty Furlong 

being, or at leaſt expecting to be, always from Fordan, and ten from Jericho in de 

upon the March, they thought it unſafe ſtrait Road thither. The ſame St. Jer 
to expoſe them to the Hardſhi pof it; and with Bed. and Tyr. render the Wo! 
all they who were Men, when they came Galgal, a Wheel, Revolution, or Cina 
out of Eeypt, and had been circumciſed volution. From whence they form © 

there, being dead, (Foſhna and Caleb only Word Gulgolet, Chald- Gulgolta, i 

excepted) moſt of the preſent Generati- thence, Golgotha or Calvary, which bi 

on being ſuch, as had 94 born within fies a Skull, ſocalled from its rolling 3% 

the Forty Years of their Travel in the ing round. And Calvary, fo call'd 101 

Wilderneſs, had not been circumciſed the Skulls of theCriminals there execuis 

- Hitherto. Therefore now that they © Paſſover. This was the third f 
were paſſed over Jordan, and were rea- over the Iſraelites celebrated, The Fir 
dy to take Poſſeſſion of the promiſed the Day before they came out of AH 
Land, and the Inhabirants of it under a Exod. xii. The Second was the 1: 
ſou Conſternation having ſhutthem- atter, upon their receiving the Lav 

elves up in Jericho, the Lord command- ſetting up the Tabernacle in Sinai, Aus 
ed Jaſhua to prepare for the Circumci- ix. 2. The Third was this here in“ 

Yon of the People. Holy Land, in the Plains of Jerich, 

e Shame, This Shame might be WW Jerid 
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Je 0 SHUA CHAP. V. 


An « angel appears to. Jo oſhua . 


JOSHUA z "> "4 By 
Td he bolted and fe kalle loo? a 


man oven againſt hum, nu ht his ee 
arenen, Nt Reg hand, 8 1 | 
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Jericho, Joſpua gives the Word, and the Army marches 
towards it. The. Place was ſtrong, well provided, and 
full of Inhabitants, who had retir'd into it, and ſeem'd 
reſolv'd to make a brave Defence. Joſhua therefore un- 
certakes to view the Place by himſelf, to find out the 
moſt e ee Approaches to it. Whilſt he was 
making his Obſervation, there appeared, as he thought, 
the aw ul Form of a Man, but with a Luſtre in his Face, 
that beſpoke him more than mortal. In his Hand he held 
alaming Sword, and his whole Appearance far ſurpaſſed 
any Thing of humane Nature. The //-aelitifo General 
alyances to this * great Unknown with a Courage be- 
coming his Character, and boldly demands, who he is 
or? Heanſwers, For 1/r2cl, of whoſe Army and People 
he was the Guardian. At theſe Words the General falls 
proſtrate, and waits the Command of his Lord, who 
vids him looſe his Sandals, and not profane the Holy 
Pace with irreverent Approaches. Foſhua obeys, and 
rcetves new Orders for the better Management of the 
dege of Jericho He was to cauſe all the Forces to march 
und the Place ſix Days ſucceſſively, and that the ſe- 
nth Day the Prieſts ſhould take the ſeven Trumpets 
ade of Rams-horns, which were uſed to declare the 
Jubilee Year z that they thould go before the Ark, and 


" Great, c. This was an Angel in 
e Shape of a Man, which the Hebrew 
us Gebir, from whence ſome think this 
de Gabriel, See Note one, His ap- 
ing in the Shape or Habit of a mi- 
Ty Perſon is very proper in this Plage, 
Cod always adapts the Appear- 
«of his Meſſengers to the Occaſion. 
ni this Place of Jh. v. 13. the 
un Sword in the Hand of a Man of 
71 repreſenting his Power. Thus 
iſt appeared to Mary Magdalen in the 
"cen, in the Shape of a Gardiner. To 
Vo Diſciples walking to Emmans he 
[red in the Habit of a Traveller, &c. 

Profirate. By this Act of Adoration, 
ile of Lord, performed and given 
Jin, and accepted. by the other, it 
Pident, that this Guardian or Captain 


y Lord's Koft was Chr. ſt, the Son of 
Who was pleaſed in this manner to 


appear to Joſhua, both to incourage and 
direct him. Wheretore having firſt bid 
Trſbua (as Meſes was bid at the Burning 
Buſh, Exod. 111. 5.) to put off his Shoes, 
becauſe the Place whereon he ſtood was 
holy, (which confirms that it was Chriſt, 
whoſe Prefence conſecrates every Place, 
where he appears and J. ſbaa havin; 
obeyed, Ch. v. 13, 14, IF. the Lord Lid, 
Ch. vi. 2. See T have given into thine Hand 
Jericho, and the King thereof, with the 
michty Men of Valour; and inſtructed him 
in what manner be ſhould-bele:guer the 
City, and ſhew how he ſhould take ut, 
Ch. vi. 25 Cc. f 
Jubilee. This Word is derived from 
the Hebrew Word J. bel, which ſignifies 
a Ram, and alſo a Ram's Horn, as hers: 
in 7oſh. vi. 4. where the Word Fobelim 
is uſed and expounded by the Chaldee Pan 
raphraſt, Rams. Florus. 
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round the City, and when the Trumpets ſounded firſt 
loud, and then low, the People ſhould all give a Shout, 
for then the Walls of the City ſhould fall, and every 
Man ſhould march in at the Place which was directly be. 
fore him. Having rounded the City ſix _—— as they il | 


were commanded, on the ſeventh by Break of Day they 
compaſſed it ſeven Times, and at the ſeventh Time M , 
when the Prieſts blew with the Trumpets, the GenerilM ;, 
faid to the People, © Shout! For the Lord hath givaa n 
« you the City.” With that the N ave a Shout 0 
and thereupon the Wall of the City fell down flat; en 
that the Army march'd directly up to it, and took iin 
e all to the Sword, both Man and Beaſt, Old andi in 
dung: Only Rahab, and thoſe in her Houle were {aver 
alive; for Joſhua had given a ſtrict Charge beforc-hanW:;c 
to the two Spies (which ſhe had formerly concealed) i ¶ hab 
take Care, when the Town ſhould be taken, to go to hehe 
Houſe, and bring out her Family in Diſcharge of theiſ ed, 
Oath to her. Which they accordingly did, and left hei hi 
with all her Kindred and Subſtance ſafe 8 without th ad} 
Camp of //racl. Then ſetting Fire to the City they deWther, 
ſtroyed every Thing in it, except the Silver and Golf en 
and Veſſels of Braſs and Iron; which were put intotii 
Treaſury of the Houle of the Lord, as it had been com rar 
manded. And leſt any one ſhould attempt to rebuild ti 
City, Foſhua publiſh'd this prophetick Imprecation 
the bold Undertaker; That he ſhould lay the Found 
< tion thereof in his Firſt-born, and ſet up the Gat 
co thereof in his youngeſt Son: By which he mea! 
that it ſhould be the 5 Ruin of his Family. 


Before the City was taken Joſhua had caution'dt 177 
People, not to ſpare any Thing that was in it, but toq the; 
ſtroy all that lay in their Way, except Silver, Gold, Bi Inha 
and Iron; which were to be conſecrated to the L com 


And therefore he warn'd them not to meddle with# 


b Without, Cc. Being Aliens, or Hea- Ahab King of Hrael (above five o_ T 
thens, they were not permitted to come Years after) began to rebuild 7 226 
within the Camp, till they were proſe- the Loſs of his eldeſt Son 2 
lyred, or at leaſt legally purified. finiſh'd ir with the Loſs of & 

u Ruin. This was exactly fulfilledin youngeſt Son, 1 Kengs xvi. l: 
Fiel the Bethelite; who in the Days of d þ 
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Thing, for fear — a Curſe, not only upon them- 
ſelves, but upon all the Nation of the //raelizes. Not- 
withſtanding the ſtrict Charge of Joſbua againſt med- 
ding with any Thing that was devoted to this general 
WW Deſtruction or conſecrated to the Lord, yet ſo prevailing 
s che ſacrilegious Thirſt of Gold, that one of the Tribe 
„of /zdah, whoſe Name was Achan, contrary to the Com- 
WY mand of the General, took ſomething of the Spoil of ei- 
u cher Sort, and hid them. This prov'd of ill Conſequence 
i to //7-2e/ in general, which was diſcovered upon this O- 
of cafion. Joshua being deſirous to take in a little City 
1M named Ai, near Bethavan, to the Eaſt of Bethel, and 
0 knowing that it was neither populous nor welldefended, 
coffdetach'd a Body of three thouſand Men only to go and at- 
n ack it: Who no ſooner approach the Town, but the In- 
i habitants ſally out and repulſe them, and drive them to 
heiß meir Camp; whither thoſe that eſcaped went ſo fright- 
ed, that they brought a Terror upon the whole Army. 
This Defeat fo afflicted Fo/hua, that rending his Cloaths, 
nd proſtrating himſelf before the Ark of theLord,he lay 
there till the Evening, both he and the Elders, in token 
of extream i Sorrow and Humiliation ſprinkling Duſt 
on their reverent Heads. But 7o/bua being wholly ig- 
orant of the Offence, and deſirous to know the Cn, 
nat had provoked God thus to deſert his People, in this 
humble Expoſtulation complains to him. Where- 
fore, O Lord God, haſt thou brought thisPeople over 
Jordan to deliver them into the Hands of the Amorites 
to deſtroy them? We had been happy, hadſt thou per- 
mitted us to have dwelt on the other Side of Jordan. 
What ſhall I ſay, when //7ael turn their Backs upon 
their Enemies? For when the Canaanites, and all the 
' Inhabitants of this Land ſhall hear this, they will in- 
compaſs us, and cut us off, and what will become of 
WW 7 Honour? | 
The Lord not willingtolethisServantJoſbnalanguiſh 
nder the melancholy Thought of being deſerted by 


i Sorrow, See 1 Sam. iv. 13, Nebem. ix. 1. 


| him, 
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kim, tells him there is a latent Cauſe of his Diſpleaſure 
among the People: That ſome of them had taken of the 
k accurſed thing, and alſo of thoſe things which were de- 
voted to the Lord, and pretending as it they had brought 
it all into the Treaſury of God, had concealed it for their 


268 


own Uſe. And to put himina Way to clear the Camp 
of this accurſed thing, which had brought this Judg- 
ment upon them, the Lord commanded Joſbua to pro- 


claim among the People; 


« inthe midit of thee, O //7ael: Ve cannot ſtand before 
& your Enemies, until ye have removed the accurſcd 
you:“ Then directing 7e/ua, 
how he ſhould find out the Offender ; and when he was 
found and convicted, how he ſhould be punithed, early 
next Morning ſummon'd all the Tribes before the Lord; 
and the Lot being caſt upon the Tribes, the Tribe of )- 
dah was the Tribe co whom the guilty Perſon belonged, 
Then procceding by Lot from Tribe to Family, from 
Family to Houſhold, and thence to particular Perſons, 
the Lot fell at laſt upon Achan. Having thus happily 
diſcover'd thePerſon, Joſhua, like a prudent Judge, with 
great Mildneſs examines the Criminal, and brought him 
to a Confeſſion. © I have ſinned againſt the Lord God 
of //rael, ſaid he, for when I ſaw among the Spoil a 
Royal Garment, and two hundred Shekels of 


c thing from amon 


k Accurſed. That is, of that which was 
devoted to Deſtruction. Our old Tranſ- 
lation renders it in Juhu vi. 17, 18. 
execrable Thing; and in Ch, vii. 11, 12, 
excommuenicate Thing ; which are ſynony- 
mous Terms, and ſignify the ſame Thing. 
In which Places the Diſtinction of the 
Spoil is plainly expreſs'd. All the In- 
habitants of Jericho, except Rahaband her 
Family, with their Effects of all Sorts 
were to be deſtroyed ; only Gold, Silver, 
Braſs and Iron, were to be conſecrated 
to the Lord. Theſe are by the Septuagint 
eall'd Holy, becauſe they were to be laid up 
in the Treaſury for the Service of the 
Tahbernacle; but all the reſt was profane, 
and ordered to be deſtroyed. The Sep- 
#rra7int keep to the Word Anathema in 
the foreſaid Text, which ſignifies ſepa- 
Ned gr accurſed gad implies chat the 


„There is an accurſed thing 


Silven 
With 


profane Spoil was not to be mix dvi 
what was Holy. In the ſame Senſe is 
the Word Anathema uſed in the New 
Teſtament, particularly by St. Paul, who 
pronounces Offenders Anathema, ſepif 
rated from God, that is, accurled 
Which is the old Word for Excommunid 
tion, upon the Breach of ſeveral Caron 
in the moſt early Ages of the Church. 
In this one Inftance *tis obſervadlt 
That tho' it was but one Man that v4 
actually guilty ; yet the Guilt was cha 
ed upon the whole People, and they !, 
the Effects thereof; till they had col 
victed and puniſhed the Offender. Hot 
great then is the Guilt of Nations! 
general, where Sins are Epidemica 
repeated from Age to Age? 4 
1 Royal. This is render'd Baby 
ſuppoſed to be ſuch g gich Carmen, 
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( with a n Wedge of Gold, of fifty Shekels Weight, 
(my Covetouſneſs prompted me to take them; which 
« did, and hid them in the Earth in the midſt of my 
( Tent.” Joſbua, for his more evident Conviction, ſent 
- MW Meſſengers to Achan's Tent z who, finding the things 
p hid, as he had confeſſed, brought them to the Aſſembly, 
nd laid them before the Lord. And now Achan being 
duly convicted, by his own Confeſſion and the Noto- 
1 rouſneſs of the Fact, Joſhua proceeded to Execution 
by the n expreſs Command of God; which was thus: 
They take 4chan, with the Garments, the Money, 
ad Wedge of Gold, as Evidences of his Guilt, and 


1 with him his » Sons, his Daughters, his Cattle, his 
rent and all his Moveables, and brought them into 
dz e Valley of Aehor; (which from him took its Name, 
„ Nenifying Trouble) where he and his Family being 
ed. Wilt ſtoned, were afterwards burn'd. And to perpe- 


ute the Memory of this for a Warning to others, 
hey raiſed a great Heap of Stones over them. 


ns 
xl The Wrath of God being appeaſed by this Execution, 
ich e incourages Joſhua to attack Ai afreſh, aſſuring him 
him at he had given the King of Ai and all his People and 
Jol ountry into his Hand; and that he ſhould do to them 


he had done to Jericho and her King; only, for the 
neouragement of the Soldiers, he allowed them the 
under of the City, and the Cattle for themſelves; giv- 


g Joſbua particular P Inſtructions to lay a Party of 
len in 4 Ambuſcade behind the City. 7 


Kings of Babylon formerly wore, pertains to God, and to whom he will 
e Hebrew calls it Sinhar, that is Ba- reveal it. To Man he hath expreflly 
mh; for Babylon was in the Land commanded, not to puniſh the Fathers 
Ihinar, Gen. xi. 2. Thence the La- for the Children, nor the Children for 
render it Pallium Coccinerm, a Scarlet the Fathers ſake , but that every one 
. The Greeks render it Stoleen Poiki- ſhould be put to Death for his own 
1 Carment of State of divers Colours, Sin, Dent. xxiv. 16. 

this Variety of Verfions do all agree P Infirufims, God would not de- 
0:5, that it was a rich Garment, ſtroy Ai by a Miracle, as he had done 
Wedge, This was made in the Fericho; becauſe he had a Mind ro make 
not a Tongue, and for that Rea- his People formidable for their Power 
s not improperly ſometimes called and Policy to other Nations with whom 
"ane of Gold, they were afterwards to engage. 

Expreſs. See Fiſh, vii. 15. 4 Ambuſcade, This was the firſt Am- 
denn, Cc. This Judgment only ap- buſcade we read of in Hiſtory, 
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2,0 A Compleat Hiſtory Boob Ill 
In order to this Action Joſbua ſelected thirty thou- 
ſand Men, out of which he appointed five thouſand to 
hide themſelves between Bethel and Ai, who, upon the 
Signal that he ſhould give them, which was by holding 
up a Spear with a Banner upon it, ſhould enter the City, 
and ſet it on fire; himſelf having firſt by another Strata -· . 
gem drawn all the Forces out of the Town to perſue 
him in his pretended Flight. 4 
The ——— being laid as he had directed, he drew, 
up the Army before the North Part of the City of 4,0 
and towards Night he marched into the Valley in Sight 
of the Enemy to tempt them to ſally out upon him. Thin 
ſucceeded as Foſhua deſired; for the King of Ai thinking 
he had them ſure now, early the next Morning drew ou; 
all his Forces to give 1/rae] Battle; who at the firlWay 
Charge gave Way, and fled. This ſo animated the KingWT! 
of Ai's Army, that concluding the //raelites fled indecdMi ar 
through Fear of them, they called out all the Citizens: th 
aſſiſt in the Perſuit, which they eagerly did, leaving tie c 
Town naked and defenceleſs. But this Confidence ofa 
Victory coſt them dear; for when Jaſbua by his than, 
Flight had drawn them a good Diſtance from the Citi the 
he gave the Signal to the Ambuſcade, who immediate erat 
enter'd the City, and ſet it on Fire. When Joſbua bo 
theSmoak perceived his Men had poſſeſſed themſelves ag 
the Town, he faced about, and charged the Aian ArmyMWn, : 
who, not in the leaſt expecting the //rae/ites would rad. 
began to think of retiring to the 2 but when th re in 
ſaw their City in Flames, they were ſo diſpirited that tine fr. 
had no Power to fight or fly. In the mean time the Aa Lea 
buſcade having perform'd their Orders in burnirg ef ot 
City, fell upon the Rear of the King of Ai's diſmay lied ti 
Forces, who being thus incompaſſed were cut in Piece 
Foſhua having: thus gain'd an intire Victory march 
to Ai, and put all he found in it to the Sword: Soth 
the Number of the Slain that Day amounted to twei 
thouſand Men and Women. The Cattle and Spoil 
the City was giyen to the Soldiers, who burnt the Ci 
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W:d made ita Heap of Rubbiſh. As for the King of Ai, 
e was taken Priſoner in the Fight; and being brought 
xfore the General, he was by his Command hanged on 
Tree till * Sun- ſet; at which time he was taken down, 
nd buried under a great Heap of Stones at the Entrance 
the Gate of the City. „ 

Joſhua _ thus happily ſucceeded in this Action 
günſt Ai, in Token of Gratitude to the great Giver of 
victory erected an Altar to him in Mount Ebal, as tlie 
Mord had by Moſes before commanded, on which he 
u ered Burnt-Offerings, and ſacrificed Peace-Offerings: 
ſnd then he not only read unto the People, both 7 
ng ltes and Strangers, the Words of the Law given by 
ones, but wrote alſo upon great Stones a © Copy of the 
ir which Moſes had written. 
ing The Fame of the //7aelites Succeſs againſt Jericho and 
lee and the terrible Slaughter of the Inhabitants, alarm'd 
sti the Kings on that fide the Jordan; who conſulting 
; thifſe common Security confederated together, entering 
ce oa League for their mutual Defence. But the Gibeo- 
hans, who were more deeply affected with the Rumour 
City the Hraelites Courage and Power, diſtruſting a con- 
arcMerated Force againſt fo great and numerous a People, 
obo well skill'd in the Art of War, had recourſe to a 
ves q atagem to fave themſelves from the general Deſtruc- 
mf, which they plainly perceiv'd hung over their 
\ rallyWads. They choſe a certain number of their Men, who 
n thre inſtructed to feign themſelves to be Ambaſſadors, 
at ta ne from a far Country to treat for Peace, and enter in- 
League with //racl. And to perſuade them into a 
lief of the great diſtance they lived from thence, they 
ed themſelves in old Cloaths, with old clouted Shoes 
their Feet, and put dry mouldy Bread into old Sacks, 
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m-ſet, This was in Perſuance of apprehend how many of the Gentile 
Law, See Dent. Xxi. 22, 22. Nations came to imitate the Jews in 
. See Exod. xx. 25. and Dent, many of their religious Obſervances and 
288 Rites, fince the Meſaick Law was ſo pub- 
2), It is no great Difficulty rs lickly expoſed to the Sight of all, 
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* hon and Og the Amorite Kings. Wherefore our Go 
* yernors bid us take Proviſion for our Journey, and te 


So that without any further Heſitation or Scruple, tf 
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and Wine into * old Bottles. Thus accoutred they came 
to the //raelitifh Camp at Gilgal, and preſenting them: 
ſelyes before the General, told him they were come from 


a far Country, and deſired to enter into a League with 
{/rael. The People at firſt ſuſpected theſe Ambaſſadors, 


and told them, that perhaps they poſſeſſed part of that 


Land which God had given them; and if fo, they could n 
not make a Peace with them. And Joſhua put the Que-· N c. 
{tion directly to them, asking them who they were, and; 
from whence they came ? To which they cunninglyMin 
but falſly replied, . From a far Country are we cometh 
« where we have heard of the Fame of the Lord thiWind 
« God; of all that he did for thee in Egypt, and to d 


« you we are your Servants, and deſire to be in Amit 
<« with you.” Then producing their mouldy Bread ; 
their torn Bottles, and their old Cloaths and Shoes, theYheaſ 
aſſured them that they took the Bread hot out of the! 
Houſes when they came from home; that their Bottle 
were then new ; and that their Garments and Shoes we 
worn old by reaſon of the Length of their Journey. Th 
{/raelites in this ſuffered themſelves to be outwitted ; fil 3 
they had a ſure Way to have known the whole Truth QF thi 


_ this Matter: But neglecting to ask Counſel at the Mout Th, 


of the Lord, they ſuffered themſelves to be impoſed upoWere c 
by the ſeeming Simplicity of the ſubtil G;beonires. I pr. 
Stratagem of theirs had its deſired Effect: The cred ther 
lous {/raelites believe the plauſible Story of the Gibeoniſſ be g 
confirm'd ſufficiently, as they thought, by demonſti 
ble Tokens, and of which their own Eyes were ſudge 
received them into their Alliance, Joſhua making Pea 
with them to let them live, and the Princes of the Co 
gregation ſwearing ſolemnly to obſerve it. But wit 


* 0/4 Bottles, Theſe Bottles were not which they formerly, and now Ia 
of Glaſs or Earth, as thoſe in Uſe now Countries, kepr their Wine. See che 4 
q-days; but were made ef Leather, in on theLerter®, in Lib. Vi. * 
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three Days this Cheat was diſcovered; and they who 

pretended to come from a diſtant Country, proved to be 
1 their Neighbours, and inhabited a part of that Land 
which God had given //rael to poflcis. 
Whenthe Maelites found their new Allies had put a 
ul Trick upon them, and what noble Plunder the rich Ci- 
jag ties of the Gibeonizes would have afforded them, they 
c could not forbear mutinying againit the Princes who 
nag had fworn to obſerve the League; which they perceiy= 
Aung, indeavoured to pacity them by urging the Neceſſity 
ne chey were under of keeping their Oath, leſt they ſhould 
H incur God's Diſpleaſure; and that tho” the Alliance ex- 
Wicnded to the ſaving their Lives, yet it did not exempt 
them from Tribute or Service, trom which they might 
eap conſiderable Advantages, intending to make them 
ewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water, for the Uſe 
alp all the Congregation. This being approved, ap- 
heFpcaſed the People; and Joſhua calling tor the Gibeo- 
chene, expoſtulates the Matter with them for thus im- 
tlWoling upon and deceiving them. They in Excuſe an- 
welfktwer, That they were ſenſible God had given them all 
The Land where they dwelt, and commanded them to 
il all the Inhabitants 3 and that they had made uſe 
ch f this Stratagem to fave their Lives. 
lou They did fave their Lives indeed by this Trick, but 
 upoFere condemned to perpetual Bondage, and Jaſbua him- 
pronounced this Sentence againſt them; Now 
therefore are ye curſed, and there ſhall none of you 
be freed from being Bondmen, even Hewers of 
Wood, and Drawers of Water, for the u Houſe of 
my God.” The Gibeonites glad to come off fo, reply'd, 
Behold we are in thy Hand, do to us what thou wilt.“ 
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5 Peius Fo/bua delivered the Gibeonites from the Fury of 
e C Maelites, who would have put them all to the 


wilord. But tho? they had by this Policy ſaved their 
mnſe, From the Gibeonites being ing of the Temple, wer? called Nethi- 
ven or dedicated to the Service im: (up is, Given) in I Chron. ix. 2. 
t Tabernacle, and of all the Con- and often ſo in other Places. 

C0 their Poſterity, after the build- . 
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274 A Compleat Hiſiory Book II. 
Lives with the Loſs of their Liberty; yet their Neigh- 
bours the Amorites put them in freſh Danger of loſing 
them: For deſerting the common Intereſt, and making 
a ſeparate League with Iſrael for themſelves, they re- 
{olv'd to take Revenge of them. Accordingly Adonize- 
deck King of » Jebus taking with him four neighbouring 
Kings, Hoham King of Hebron, PiramKing of Farmuth, 
Japia King of Lachiſh, and Debir King of Eglon, with 
their joined Forces they incamp before Gibeon. The Gi- 
_ beonites not daring to truſt to the Strength of their City 
againſt ſo ee and confederated a Force, diſpatch 
away Meſſengers to their new and great Allies to their 
Camp at Gilgal, to acquaint them that the Kings of the 
Amorites that dwelt in the Mountains had arm'd againſt 
them, and to intreat them to come up to their Relief ¶ wi 
with ſpeed. Joſhua was bound in Honour and Intereſt cut 
to ſuccour them; to which God himſelf gave particular e 
Incouragement, aſſuring him of Victory. Upon which cer 
Joſbua by a ſwift March came up with them by Night, Wh 
and ſurprized them in the Morning. The Action Waben. 
| Hot for a time, but they were ſoon put to Flight; aud % 
as they fled, a Storm of Hail overtook them, whiciWene: 
fell with ſuch Violence upon them, that more werf th 
——— by the Hailſtones than by the Sword. TI 
five Confederate Kings eſcaping the Storm of Half C- 
in their Flight made to a Cave in a place called ab 
kedab, and there hid themſelves from the Perſuit Mom 
the Enemy: But Joſhua having Intelligence of theory 
Concealment, order'd the Cave to be block'd up, A the 
ſet a Guard upon it to prevent their Eſcape z comma pe 
ing the reſt of the Army to continue the Perſuit, andWany 
do Execution on the Enemies, leſt they ſhould retreat Wliſta; 
any fortified place. And that they might not want tW vid 
to compleat their Victory, Joſhua, addreſſing himicl'W Thet 
God in Prayer, received Authority from him to col. 
mand the Sun, inthe Sight of //aet, to ſtand ſtill, cur 
ing, Sun, ſtand thou ftill upon Gibeon, and three 


on'd 
Febnt. This Place was afterwards, in David's Time, called Jon tex of 
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Moon in the Valley of Halon. The great Machine 
obeyed, and ſtood unmoved at his Command. This 
was a long Day indeed; for never before or ſince did 
God honour Man ſo much as to change the Courſe 

of Nature, and ſtop the Motion of the rolling Orbs. 

7 Heaven thus miraculouſly aſſiſting Joſhua in gaining 

„che Victory, he returns from the Chaſe, and ordering the 

h Cave to be open'd, where the five Kings lay hid, he 

N commanded them to be brought before him. Then cal- 

ling for the Officers of the 2 he bid them ſet their 

Feet upon the Necks of thoſe Kings; which they did. 

This was not to inſult over the wretched Captives, but 

an emblematical Prediction of their future Succels over 

the Enemies of God's People; For thus, ſays Joſhua, I 

will do to all that oppoſe you. Then commanding Exe- 

cution to be done upon them, he cauſed them to be hang- 

d upon ſeveral Trees until the Evening; when he or- 

ter d them to be taken down, and caſt into the Cave 

here they had hid themſelves, making their intended 

Pactuary their Sepulchre. 

Liſua having thus ſucceſsfully cleared the Field of his 

Enemies, the next Thing heundertakes is the reducing 

f the Cities. He marched firſt to Makkedah, then to 

Libnah; from thence to Lachiſh, where he {flew the King 

H Gezar, who came to the Relief of Lachiſh. From 

cbiſh he marched to Eglon, from Eglon to Hebron, and 

it m Hebron to Debir. All which Places he took by 

torm, and put the Inhabitants, both Kings and People, 

the Sword, as God had x commanded. To/bua hav- 

e performed ſuch great Exploits, and conquered fo 

ro. Kings and Nations in Y one Expedition thro? the 

ſiſtance of the mighty God of 1/7ael, returned with 
victorious Army to his Camp at G//gal. 

Theſe great Succeſſes of //ael alarmed the more di- 


nſelt 


0 C0 

j { Ummanded. See Dent, xx. v. 16, 17. laced in the Year of the World 2553. 
a One Expedition, All theſe great At- But they rather ſeem to have extended in 
d ch dements are by ſome Chronologers to, if they did not wholly take up che 
ſale tand to have been performed in the Year 2554 
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276 A Compleat Hiſtory Book III. 
ſtant Nations, eſpecially the Hazorites, whoſe King 
thinking it in vain for the Princes of Canaan to en- 
counter ſingly with ſo puiſſant and victorious an Army, 
ſends to Jobab King of Madon, to the King of Shimron, 
and to the King of Achſhaph, and to all the neighbour 
ing Princes within Reach, to invite them into a League, 
that with their united Force they might drive the 
raelites out of the Land they had conquered. 

Theſe Potentates the next Campaign with an al. 
moſt innumerable Army prepare to fight Foſhus 
whoſe God, to chaſtiſe the Pride and Preſumption of 
his Enemies, and to encourage his General, bids him 
not to fear them, . For to-morrow, /ays he, I wil 
deliver them into the Hand of Lſrael, and thou 
c {halt diſable their Horſes, and burn their Chariots. 

The Confederate Princes thinking themſelves ſecure 
in their Numbers, little thought 22 durſt look them 
in the Face: But he, in perſuance of the Encouragement 
and Inſtructions God had given him, without Delay 
takes the Field, marches directly towards the Enemy 
and falls ſo ſuddenly upon them, that he immediate. 
routed them, and in the Perſuit put all to the Swor. 
And becauſe Jabin, the King of Hazor had been th 
Head of the Confederacy, he cauſed that City to b 

burnt to the Ground. But all the other Cities, Whoſe In 
habitants were ſlain in the Action, he left ſtanding, an 
gave the Cattle and Plunder of them to the Soldien 
Thus did Joſbua by * Degrees recover all the Land 
Canaan, ſubduing the People that poſſeſſed it, andila 
ing all their Kings, one and thirty in Number, withth 

Anakims or Giants, of whom he left none remaining, e 

cept in Gaza, Gath, and Aſbdod. And now Joſhua 
„„ ny et ee. 
11 6 And indeed in Jeſh. xi. 18. it is 2 And, &c. The other Thing * 
aid, Joſhua made War a long Time with are mentioned in the Book o Jy 
ell thoſe Kings. And from Caleb's Words may be ſuppoſed to have taken 
in Chap. xiv. v. 6, & 10. Where he ſays, reſt of Foſhna's Time: As 1 


It is five and forty Tears ſince he was the Land among the nine T1196 
ſent as a Spy into the Land: it may rea- half by Lot, from Chap. xiv. ro (hf! 
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gan to think of a Settlement, which he did by dividing 
the Land beyond Jordan among the nine Tribes and 
half; who being ſettled in their ſeveral Poſſeſſions, Jo- 
ſhua ſetup the Tabernacle at $h;/obh. Then calling the 
Reubenites, -Gadites, and half Tribe of Manaſeh, and 
acknowledging that they had faithfully kept their Co- 
venant in accompanying their Brethren, and helpin 
them to ſubdue their Enemies, he kindly diſmiſſed them, 
adviſing them to continue ſtedfaſt in their Duty to God; 
and giving them his Bleſſing, they returned to their Fa- 
milies loaded with Spoils, conſiſting of Gold, Braſs, Iron, 
Raiment, and very much Cattle, which was their Share 
of the Plunder taken from the Enemy during the War. 
Theſe two Tribes and half, being ſafely arrived on the 
Borders of the Jordan, erected an Altar, not for any re- 
igious Uſe, but as a Memorial to ſucceeding Ages, that 
though they were parted from their Brethren by the For- 
an, yet they were all of one Extraction and 3 
and had equal Right to the Altar of the Lord at SHiloh, 
ad the Worſhip performed there. This had like to 
have proved of l Conſequence, and occaſion'd a War 
between them and the other Tribes; to whom the Mat- 
er being either miſrepreſented, or they miſapprehend- 
ng it, and ſuſpecting their Brethren on the other Side 
Ihe Jordan were about to revolt from God and them, 
hey unanimouſly aſſemble their Forces at Shiloh, in or- 
ler to declare War againſt them. But before they pro- 
eeded to Extremities, they choſe ten Princes, one out 
each Tribe, and they the Chiefs of their Families, 
mth Phineas and Eleazar, and ſent them away to in- 
ure into the Cauſe of this new erected Altar. 
| As ſoon as they were come to them, they fell very 
ughly upon them, charging them with Rebellion a- 


or the Tribes of Reuben and Gad, and ties of Refuge for the Manſlayer, Ch. xx. 
e half Tribe of Manaſſeh, had their the ſetting out Cities for the Levites 5 
ions aſſigned, and given them on the ſome out of each Tribe, Ch. xxi. with 
der Side of the Fordan by Moſes him- many other Things of more. 3 
Nonb. xxxii. which is in Foſh. xiti. Concern, which being not hiſtorical, I 
21. repeated, and the Lots deſcribed.) have thought fit to omit in the Text, and 
e ſetting up of the Tabernacle at from hence refer the Reader to the Texts 
dab Chap. Xviil. 1. the appointing Ci- above - meftioned, and what follows. 


3 gainſt 
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gainſt the Lord; and, to aggravate the Matter, they 
put them in Mind of the Sin of b Peor; and to let them | 
lee that it was not out of an officious bufy Temper or 
Humour that they came to them thus, but out of a ge- 
neral Concern for the whole People, they ſaid, “ If you 
c thus rebel againſt the Lord, he will ſoon be angry 
* withthe whole Congregation of //rael.” This they 
inforce by the late Inſtance of Achan. And to prevent 
any Objection, and take from them all Pretence of Ex- 
cuic or Defence, they add, © If ye have done this from 
c any Apprehenſion, that the Land ye poſſeſs on that 
& Side the Jordan is unclean, or leſs holy than ours, be- 
& cauſe the Tabernacle is on our Side the River, return 
& and ſettle amongſt us, where the Tabernacle reſteth: 
« But by no Mcans rebel againſt the Lord, nor us, in 
c building you an Altar beſides the Altar of the Lord.” 
1] he Renbenites, Gadites, and Manaſſites, were very | \ 
much concerned at the ill Opinion their Brethren en- 
tertain'd of them: But well knowing their own Inno- £ 
cency, with a ſolemn Appeal to God return Anſwer to N t 
Phineas and his Companions in this Manner: * The t. 
& Lord God of the whole World, and all Yael, ſhall MF tc 
& know how innocent we are of the Rebellion with t! 
& which you charge us. If we have ſet up an Altar in I 
© Oppoſition to the Lord's Altar, let him judge and 
* puniſh us, neither do ye ſhew us any Favour. But 
ce whenyou ſhall know the Truth, you will find wia th 
© wc have done was to prevent what you fear. For we pr 
& conſider'd that in Time to come your Children migit ¶ tri 
c ſay unto our Children, W hat have ye to do with th int 
© Lord God of Iſael? For ſince the Lord hath made th. 
5 the Jordan a Border and Bound between us and you, Ke. 
you have no Part in the Lord; that is, you do not be- 


15 * Hom the Congregation of the Lord, nor hai Alt 
te any Right to come before his Tabernacle, nor to offt m 


* upon his Altar; and ſo your Children might be al 
cc Occaſion to our Children to turn Rebels to the Lou 


o Peor. See Numb, xxv. for which Sin of Peor, the Plague was ſent among ot 
Congregation, | 6c There: 
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Therefore we agreed to build an Altar, not for Burnt- 
« Offering, nor for Sacrifice, but to be a Witneſs be- 


« tween you and us, and our Generations after us; 


that when we ſhould come to perform Service to 
the Lord with our Burnt-Offering and Sacrifice be- 
“ fore him, if your Children ſhould ſay unto ours, Ye 
« haveno Part inthe Lord; our Children might reply, 
« Behold the Pattern of the Altar of the Lord, which 
our Fathers made, not to ſacrifice upon, but to be a 
« Witneſs between us and you. But as to the Matter 
“you charge us with, God forbid that we ſhould rebel 
« againſt the Lord, and turn this Day from following 
« the Lord, to build anAltar torBurnt-Offerings, Meat- 
« Offcrings or Sacrifices, beſides the Altar of our God, 
that is before his Tabernacle. 

When Phineas and the Princes of the People that 
were with him heard this fair and juſt Vindication of the 
Reubenites and the reſt, they could not forbearſhewing 
great Satisfaction; and being overjoy'd at the Proof of 
their Innocence, Phincas looking upon this as a happy 
token of God's Prefence among them, teſtifies the ſame 
to the injur'd Renbenites, aſſuring them by this Teſt of 


| their Loyalty to God, that he was {till preſent with them. 


Then taking Leave of their Brethren, they return in 
Triumph to the //7aelizes at Shiloh, who with infinite 
Pleaſure and Joy receive the good Tidings of their Bre- 
threns Innocence, and of their pious Care and Zeal to 
preſerve their Poſterity in the Fear and Service of the 
true God : And changing theirangry Thoughts of War 
into thoſe of Tindernes and Peace, they bleſs God for 
the happy Iſſue of this dangerous Affair. As for the 
Reubenites and their Brethren, to prevent any future Jea- 
louſy or Suſpicion of their Intentions, they called the 
Altar which they had built E D, which ſignifies a Wit- 
nels, adding this as the Reaſon of the Name; ©& For it 
ſhall be a Witneſs between us and our Brethren, the 
* other Tribes of /ael, that the Lord is God.” Inti- 
mating by this, that tho' they lived at a Diſtance _ 
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the reſt of their Brethren, yet both had but one God, 


who was the God of 1/7e!. 


After this Joſhua reaped the Fruits of his Victories in 


the quict Injoyment of Peace; and at laſt being grown 


old, and foreſceing his End to be near at Hand, he cauſ- 
ed all /7ae] to be aſſembled, to whom he thus briefly 


enumerated the Bleſſings God had beſtowed on theirAn- 


ceſtors and themſelves : © Your Fathers dwelt on the 
e other Side of the Jordan, from whence the Lord 
ce -brought Abraham his Servant to this happy Country, 
&« where he bleſſed his old Age with a Son, and that Son 
« with two others, Jacob and E/au. Eſau poſſeſſed 
&« Mount S$eir; but Jacob and his Family went into 
« Egypt; where their Poſterity remain'd under {laviſh 
« Bondage till God ſent Maſe and Aaron to deliver 
« them. You cannot be ignorant of the Wonders God 
« wrought by their Hands when he plagued Egypt for 
their Sakes, nor of his Care in mins them againſt 
ce the Amorites. Your ſelves have lately ſeen confedera- 
ce ted Nations fall before you, and the Power of the 
% Almighty hath always pathed out the way to an 
c ealy Victory for you over all your Enemies. And 
& now at laſt he hath left you in quiet Poſſeſſion 
“ of a Land that aboundeth with all manner of Plen- 
cc ty; whoſe happy Soil, without your Labour, yields 
ce the comfortable Product of all that Nature can give 
& In Recompence for all this, your great Protector 
ce and Benefactor requires only an exact Obedience to 
& his Laws.” Then ſolemnly declaring, © That what 
“ Courle ſoever the reſt ſhould take, he and his Houle 


c would ſerve the Lord ;” and exhorting them to | 


faithful Obſervance of the Laws of God, he invited 
them to renew the Covenant with God. Which ha- 
ving done, in very ample and ſignificant Terms hc 
wrote the Words of their Covenant in the Book of 
the Law of God. Then ſetting up a great Stone un 
der an Oak by the Sanctuary of the Lord, he bid the 
People take notice, That that very Stone * . 

| Ines 
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Witneſs to them, to put them in mind of the Cove- 
nant which they had made, to prevent them hereafter 
from denying their God. 

Soon after this, Joſhua beg arrived at the hundred 
and tenth Year of his Age died, and was buried in the 
Border of his Inheritance, in 7:nmath-Serah, in Mount 
Ephraims which City, upon the Diviſion of the Land 
amongſt the Tribes, the Children of Hrael by < God's 
Direckion gave unto him, in token of Gratitude for 

me many Services and Benefits they had received b 
bis Adminiſtration. Much about the ſame time alſo 
died Eleazar, the Son of Aaron the Prieſt, whom they 
buried in a Hill which was given him in Mount E- 
ü bobraim, and which deſcended to Phineas his Son and 
r Woucceſlor in the Prieſthood. i 

| The Children of //7ael, as has been ſaid at the End 
of the firſt Book, being obliged by Oath to carry 
Joſeph's Bones with them when they ſhould be deli- 


1- Wiered from the Egyptian Bondage, having them ſtill 
1c Nvith them, now bethought themſelves of the Obli- 
mation they lay under to perform their Anceſtors En- 


gagement; they therefore buried Fo/eph's Bones in 
bechem, in a parcel of Ground which Jacob had for- 
merly bought of the Son of Hamor, the Father of 
Ids Nbcchem; which parcel of Ground afterwards became 
ve. the Inheritance of Joſeph's Poſterity. | 


© God's Direction. See Fiſhua xix. v. 49, 50. 
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AY HE A 7/7aelites as yet having Joſh dal 
NY Exhortation freſh in their Memory, and 
being warn'd of the dangerous Cont 


1 ee of their Anceſtors Murmuring) K 
ei WE are not undertake any Thing withou 
ELECZIDRG God's Direction. And there ſtill remain] ! 
ing ſeveral of the Canaanitiſh Kings unconquer'd, aq 
who might be troubleſom to them, they unanimoul) ” 

| 1 3 ar 

4 The Iſraelites. After the Death of Kings made War on, and ſometimes ſu Port 
*oſhna, the Iſrachites were long without a them; but God from Time to Tin 

any King or Sovereign. . Every Tribe, raifed ſome Perſons, who delivered then Cale 
being govern'd by its Elders, choſe its on from their Oppreſſions. In Acknowleq 

Commanders for War, and they by De- ment for which Benefit the People . eq, 

grees ſubdued the reſt of the Inhabitants of pointed them their Judges, that 15 | 


the Country, either deſtroying or making ſupreme Magiftrates,to adminiſter Jul fits, w 
them Tributaries. The Neighbouring and govern them. 
repil 
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repair to the ſacred Oracle at Shiloh, to ask Direction 
who ſhould go firſt up for them to fight the Canaanites. 
The Lord gave this firſt Poſt of Honour to the Tribe of 
Judah, with an Aſſurance of Victory. Whereupon they 
| Þ invited the Tribe of Simeon, whoſe Lot lay within theirs, 
| to accompany them in this Expedition; they promiſed 
them, if they would join Forces with them now, they 
would do the like for them afterwards. Simeon agrecs; 
and taking the Field they both attack the cruel King of 
Bezek, who having fortified himſelf in his City, could 
not hold out long againſt victorious //-ae/; but ſeeing 
his heartleſs Troops give Way, quits the Place, and 
indeavours by ignoble Flight to ſave his Life. But in 
vain; for the 1/raelites having taken the Town, and 
put ten thouſand of the People to the Sword, they 
perſue Adonibezek the King, and having taken him, they 
cut off his Thumbs and great Toes. This Execution 
drew from the Tyrant an Acknowledgment of the Ju- 
ſtice of God upon him; for he confeſſed he had cut off 
+ the Thumbs and great Toes of no leſs than ſeventy 
Kings, whom in this mangled Condition he made to 
gather their Meat like Dogs under his Table. 
= The old City © Jebus, with its Territories, lay in 
wo Parts: Of which one Part fell to the Lot of Ju- 
b, the other Part to that of Benjamin. Judab ſoon, 
overrun that Part of it that belonged to him, and ha- 
ving put the Inhabitants to the Sword, ſet the Place 
on Fire. Hither it was they brought the Captive 
King Adonibezek, where he died. 

The next March of the //7aclites was againſt the Ca- 
naanites that dwelt to the Southward on the Mountains, 
and in the Plains; where having taken Hebron, they 
marched to attack Debir, which was a Part of Caleb's 
Portion, but poſſeſſed by the Canaanites. This being 
Caleb's Propriety, notwithſtanding his great Age, he re- 
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Jeb. This City, and its Territories, i. 8. called Feraſalem, which Name it had 
hd hitherto been poſſeſſed by the Jeba- till long after; for after that the Iſraelites 
ſites who ſprung from Jebaſi, the third had ſacked and burnt it, it was rebuilt 
"Not Canaan, Gen, x. 16. It is in Fadg. again, and poſſeſſed by the 7ebaſites. 
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284 A Compleat Hiſtory Book IV. 
ſolves to ſtorm the Place; and to incourage his Men the 
more in this brave Attempt, he made Proclamation in 
his Camp that he would give Achſah his Daughter to 
the brave Hero who ſhould attack and take the Town. 
The Hopes of this beautiful Prize raiſed in all the Vouth 
a generous Emulation, and ſpurred them on to Love 
and Glory: But none came near the brave f Othniel, 
whoſe conquering Sword at the Head of his Party hews 
down all before him, and paths the Way to Victory. 
In ſhort, he won the Place, and with it the fair Prize. 

Othniel's Gallantry being thus nobly rewarded by Ca- 
leb, the beauteous Achſah thinking herſelf not a ſuffici- 
ent Gratitude for the Service of her valiant Hero, puts 
him upon asking of her Father a Parcel of Land which 
lay commodiouſly by their Eſtate. Othniel thinking 
his Service already over- paid, ſeems back ward in the 
Requeſt; therefore Achſabh addreſſing her ſelf to her Fa- 
ther Caleb, deſired him in general Terms to give her a 
Bleſſing, but more particularly ſne thus applied to him; 
« 'Thou haſt already given me a pleaſant Eſtate in the 
& South Part of the Country; but it is hot and dry, 
“and likely to prove barren; give me, I pray thee, 
&« this Parcel of Land, which is well watered.” Up- 
on which the generous Parent granted her Requeſt, 
giving her the upper and lower 8 Springs. 

Old Caleb, though he had paſſed his h eighty-fiftt 
Year, yet retaining his youthful Strength and Vigour, 
cam on his good Fortune, and takes Hebron, as his 

cen already faid, with other Places, expelling the Gi-M 
gantick Race of Anak ; bur the Inhabitants of the Val 
ley _ their Ground, being a hardy People, and wel 
provided with warlike Munition, ſuch as Iron Ch 
Tiots, Cc. | | - 

Thoſe of Fo/eph's Family, that went up againſt B. 
zhel, did by the Aſſiſtance of the Lord prevail; ff 


7 C 
f Otmiel. He was ſomewhat of Kin fore called the Renexi te, Numb. xxxii. 1488 
to Caleb, being, as Tremellins and Fanins and Foſh. xiv, v. 14. 
fay, of the Poſterity of Kenaz; from 8 Springs, See Judg. i. 15. 
whom Cale being deſcended, was there- Þ Eighty, See Foſh, xiv. 11, 12. 


ſendun! 
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ending out Spies to diſcover the City, they ſeeing a 
„Man come out of it ſeized him, and promiſed him 
Mercy if he would ſhew them the Avenues to it. The 
Man, to ſave his Life, gave them the beſt Information 
ele could; by which they ſo well ſucceeded, that having 
iven Notice to the reſt of their Forces to join them, 
they enter'd the Town, and put the Inhabitants to the 

Sword, except the Man that had diſcovered the En- 
4 trance, with his Family. | 


As for the other Tribes, they alſo poſſeſſed themſelves 
of the Lands allotted them; but did not deſtroy the 
Inhabitants, contenting themſelves with making them 
inbutary, and ſuffering them to dwell promiſcuouſly 
mongſt them. Only the Children of Dan were fo un- 
ſucceisful againſt the Amorites, that they were forced 
to quit the Plains, and retire to the mountainous Parts 
of the Country, where they were kept pent up for a 

ime. But the reſt of the Hraelites, who had been 
ſucceſsful againſt the Canaanites and Amorites, fell in- 
0a great Error; for, either thro' Lenity or Cove- 
ouſneſs, not making the right Ule of their Victories, 
b they were expreſly i commanded by God, they not 
nly permitted them to live, but incouraged them to 
ade and deal with them. This Diſobedience and Neg- 
1 Net of the Divine Precept not only proved a Snare to 
hem, but likewiſe incenſed God againſt them; who, 
h make them ſenſible of their Folly, ſent an K Angel 
Ci. remind them of the many Favours he had beſtowed 
Va- Non them, in delivering them out of Egypt, and 
wellleinging them into that good Land, and of his Faith- 
Oh. heſs in keeping his Covenant with them, which 
hey had ſo unfaithfully violated, by which Ingrati- 
de they had provoked God to withdraw his Help 


d Protection from them. 


'Commanded, See Exod. xxili. v. 32, Prieſt. But by the Words of the Text, Judy. 
Dent. vii. 2, &c. I. 1. it muſt be an Angel, or divine Mei- 
Angel. That is, 2 Meſſenger, for ſo ſenger, by whoſe Mouth God declared, 
word implies. The Rabbins will 7 brought you ont of Egypt; which could 
e this Mefſenger to be Phineas the not be applied to Phineas. Thi 
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286 A Compleat Hiſtory 
This Reproach for the preſent brought the People 
to themſelves, and made them ſo ſenſible of their Sin 
that they fell into a general weeping, deplored the 
Wretchedneſs of their Condition, and offered Sacrifice 
to the Lord to appeaſe his Wrath, calling the Name 
of the Place where they received this Reproof Bochin, 
which ſignifies Weepers. * But ſcarce were their Tear 
wiped off at Bochim, when they, forſaking the Lord 
God of their Fathers, fell into open Idolatry, wor- 
ſhipping ! Baal and Aſbteroth, the Idols of the He- 
thens; which ſo Pen the Lord, that he = often 
e taken and inflaved by their Ene. 
mies. But that which brought theſe Calamities up- 
on them, was their Favour to thoſe Enemies with 
whom God had forbid them all Manner of = Cor- 
reſpondence. For, beſides that it was expreſly for. 
5 bidden in the Law, Joſhua but juſt e 
had particularly warned them of the Danger they would 
fall into, if they ſhould entertain any Familiarity wit 


ſuffered them to 


Book IV. 


1s Death 


thoſe Nations that God had doomed to Deſtruction: ence 


And above all things, he laid a moſt ſtrict Charge on 


Mention was made in Foſh, xxiv. 
31. (and the ſame is repeated here, Jug. 
11, v. 7.) that the People of Mrael ſerved 
the Lord all the Days of Jolhua, and all 
the Days of the Elders that out- lived 
Joſhua, who had ſeen all the great Works 
of the Lord that he wrought for Iſrael, 
But when that Generation was dead, and 
there aroſe another Generation after them, 


Which knew not the Lord, nor yet the 


Works which he had done for Tfrae!, v. 
10. The Children of Trae! did Evil in 
the Sight of the Lord, and ſerved Baalim, 
v. 11. that is, the leſs, or Tutelar Gods, 
ſo called of the ſeveral Nations about 
them. 

1 Baal and Aſhteroth. That is, Idols 
or Gods of the Heathens : For by Baal, 
or Baalim, were ſignified all the Male 
Gods, as the Females were by Aſhteroth , 
which was the Idol of the Zidenians, 
repreſented in the Form of a Sheep. The 
firſt Idol, or Baal was that of Nimrod, 
which the 4fſſhrians worſhipped : For 
Nimrod was Baal or Belas, the Father 
of Niaus, Husband to Semiramis. And 


Baal, Bal, Beel, Bel, Belus, &c. are the 
ſame, From the Afſrians the Bah 
nians took the Idol and Worſhip of 3. 
lus; as it is plain in the Hiſtory of J. 
and the Dragen ; (which, according i 
the Latins, is the fourteenth Chapter 0 
Daniel.) And from the Babylonians i 


Zidonians and Phenicians wok then he 
Hence all the Idols or Gods of the ha: - 
thens, by an extenſive Name, were cal miſtr 
ed Baal, Bel, Baalim. And from tl llit 
Variety of Gods, or their Places and * 
vents, they were named, as Beeiph'y' E for 
that is, Priapns, the luſtful God; 3 on tl 


Zebub, the God of Flies; Beelxephon, u 
God of the Eagles, or Mercury; Baa 
the God Fortune. And from the Wo 
Baa! are compounded ſeveral Afi 
Names, (which Language, as we 
Country, bordered on the Hebrews) 
Hannibal, that is, Lord of Camps; 4 
drubal, Lord of Villages, &c. 
m Often. See Jud. il. from the fol 
teenth Verſe to the End of the Chap® 
a Correſpondence. See the Note 
laſt Letter &. 
the 


| Gods 

luſpir a 
natura 
y Sip 
4 Th 
lid to 
en he 
ace. 
1, $; 


2 


Jem to take Care that they did not marry with them, 
Which he knew would naturally lead them to Idola- 
g. Yet, notwithſtanding they knew all this, they 


Book IV. of the Holy Bible. 


0 far indulged themſelves in a looſe Converſation 
ith the Canaanites, Hlittites, Perizzites, Amorites, 


erved their o Gods. 


Hvites, and Jebuſites, that forgetting the Obligation 
hey lay under, they made Intermarriages with them; 
he immediate Conſequence of which was, that they 


By theſe Provocations God was ſo incenſed againſt 
fael, that he left them to themſelves; who without 
Care and Protection made but a poor Defence againſt 
heir Enemies: For Cuſhan-riſhathaim, King of Meſo- 
wamia, invading them, made an eaſy Conqueſt of 
hem, and inſlaved them for eight Years. Durin 


1 
*. hich time of Servitude the //rae/izes coming to a Senſe 
ath nd Acknowledgment of their Tranſgreſſions, and cry- 
dg to the Lord for Help, he raiſed up a Deliverer for 


rithMWicm. This was the brave Othniel, who in Recom- 
on Nence of his Valour had married Caleb's Daughter. 
e his Hero being divinely p inſpir'd, undertook the 


Gods, See Judg. iii. 6. 
luſpir d. All virtuous Qualities, whe- 
natural or ſupernatural, are in the 


d. Thus Bexzaleel, Exod, xxxi. 
lid to be filled with the Spirit of God, 
en he was 2 to build the Ta- 
le, The ſame is ſaid of Gideon, 
Jun, Saul, and others. 


y Scripture called the Spirit of the 


helyerance of the //raelites, defeated Cufpan-riſha- 
aim, King of Meſopotamia, and by this Victory over 
e Syrians procured to the //raelites a Peace of 4 forty 
ſears; during which time Othniel govern'd Iſrael, 
d was the firſt of thoſe we call Judges. 

The //raelites having under Othniel's peaceful Ad- 
iſtration injoyed an uninterrupted Reſt and Tran- 
llity, grew wanton; and ungratefully forgetting 
te former Favours and Benefits God had beſtowed 
on them, lapſed into their former Sins of Apoſtacy 


Forty Tears. That is, from the Death 
of Foſhna, as ſome compute it; bur ic 
muſt be in all Probability from the Time 
of their Deliverance by the Conduct of 


3. Othniel, who Ds Pin ſays, (and with great 


Reaſon) govern'd {frae! in Peace for the 
Space of torty Years, 


and 
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288 A Compleat Hiſtory Book IV. 
and Corruption in Religion. Of which the two fol. 
lowing * Stories are notorious Inſtances. 

There was about this time a devout Woman of the 
Tribe of Dan, who thro' a miſtaken Zeal had dedicy- 
ted a Sum of Money to the Lord, and laid it by, intend: 
ing her Son ſhould make with it an Idol. 
_ whoſe Name was Micah, finding the Money, but not 


Her Son, 


knowing to what Uſe his Mother had devoted it, took 
it for himſelf. She miſſing the Money, and not ſuſpct 
ing her Son, did in his Preſence curſe the ſacrilegiou 


Thief; which fo frighted the Son, that he conteſſed 
the Fact, and reſtored it to her, being in all eleve 

hundred f Shekels of Silver. The Mother having r 
ceived her Money again, took two hundred Shekel, 
of it, and gave them to a Founder to make an Idol 

which being done, ſhe placed it in the Houle of he 
Son's Gods; for he had made a * Teraphimand an Ephud 


r Stories, Theſe two Stories are men- 
tioned in the ſeventeenth, eighteenth, and 
nineteenth Chapters of Judges; and be- 
ing diſpoſed toward the End of the 
Book, ſeem as if they belonged to later 
Times; but in the Judgment of moſt 
learned Men, they were tranſacted about 
this Time. Their Reaſons are too ma- 
ny to recount; I therefore chooſe to in- 
ſert theſe Stories here, as the moſt likely 
Times for ſuch Evils to have been com- 
mitted in, For it is plain from the Text, 
that theſe Things happen 'd when there 
was no King ( that is, Ruler; for, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, there had been hitherto 
no King) in Iſrael ; but every Man did 
that which was right in his own Eyes, Ch. 
XVi1. 6. xviii. 1. xix. 1. 

C Shekels, Which, if common Shekels, 
at one Shilling three Pence each, would 
amount to ſixty eight Pounds and fifteen 
Shillings of Engliſh Money; but if She- 
kels of the Sanctuary, double that Sum. 

t Teraphim, We have already ſpoken 
ſomething of Teraphim in the Story of 
Jacob's Flight from Laban, when Rachel 
took away with ber her Father's Tera» 
phim, But of this a little more now: 
Teraphim were Images; for the moſt Part 
of Men, but ſometimes of ocher Crea- 
' tures; as particularly Dogs, for their 
Watchfulneſs in guarding the Houle. This 


| conſecrated by Magical Art, to ing 


[ 

al 

C 

an 0 

latter Sort were accounted Tutelar ot Pr th 

tecting Gods, anſwerable to the Zaresan th 
Penates, or Houſhold Gods, amongſtth 1 

Romans. Thoſe Teraphims, which boy .* - 

the Image of a Man, or, at leaſt, of t lels 


Head of a Man, were uſed as Oracles, 
be conſulted with, and inquired of, inan 
doubtful or hidden Matter. Theſe wel 


fome Evil Spirit to ſpeak through the 
and give Anſwers to the Inquirers. I. 
ban's Gods, which his Daughter Ra 
ſtole from him, and are called 7iraph 
Gen. xxxi. 19. are thought by ſome 
have been ſuch Oracular Images; and! 
ſhe therefore took them that her Fa 
might not, by conſulting them, ki 
which Way her Husband was gone. 
this with ſome looks too groſs, who 
ther think they were but the com! 
Penates, or Houſhold Gods. But 0 
though the Times, in which this 3 
of Micah was tranſacted, were evi i 
the People, for want of Govern 
and by intermingling with the Hen 
Nations, were very much corrupted; | 
it is hard to conceive that they coul 
already ſo far degenerated as to ſet up 
Oracular Images, to ask Counſel d 
Devil by. But it is probable they the þ 
they might worſhip God by or t!0 
Images, (as too many, who = - 


* 
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and u conſecrated one of his Sons to be his Prieſt for 
a while, till he could procure a Levite. Which was 
not long firſt ; for ſoon after a certain young Man, 
that was a Levite, and had dwelt ſome time at Beth- 
lehem- Judah, travelling from thence to ſeek a better 
Settlement, came in his Way to Mricah's Houſe in 
Mount Ephraim. Micah, glad of this Opportunity, 
invited the young Levite to dwell with him, and be to 
him a Father and a Prieſt, offering him for his Wages 
ten Shekels of Silver by the Year, his Diet, and two 
Suits of Apparel, one for common wearing, and the 
other to er in. The Levite liking the Terms clo- 
ſes with Micah, and became one of his Family. On 
the other hand, Mzcah was as much pleaſed in the Hopes 
and Confidence that the Lord would proſper him, be- 
cauſe he had gotten a * Levzze to be his Prieſt. 

About the = time ſome of the Tribe of Dan find- 
ng the Lot, which fell to them upon the Diviſion of 
the Land in Y Foſhua's time, too little for them, and 


ares hey not — all that neither, (for the Amorites, 

acc s has been already ſaid, would not ſuffer them to poſ- 

nch bo 3 

0 ſess the Valley, which was the belt and richeſt Part, 
es 

f, inuchriſtians, at this Day do ;) for it is evi- led Fathers to their Pupils, Senators Fa- 


ent from the Text, Judg. xvii. 3. that 
&ah's Mother dedicated her Money to 
de Lord, which ſhe deſigned for the 
king of Images; and Micah himſelf, 
men he made the Teraphim, made 
an Ephod, v. 5. which was a Gar- 


y nent appointed by God for the Prieſt to 
1 fear, Exod. xxviii. 4. and by which they 
her Fall ask Counſel of God, as in the Caſe 
em ko David, 1 Sam. xxx. 7, 8. 

gone. Gnſecrared, This was a great Abuſe, and 
3, Wh t putable ro the Licenriouſneſs of choſe 


mes, when every one aid what ſeemed 
Ft in his own Eyes, What is here, Judg. 
u. 5, render'd Conſecrating, is original- 
filing the Hand, and is a Hebrew Phraſe; 
rating being performed as well by 
ing the Hand with Gifts and Victims, 


rupted; WW che anoinring Oil. 

ov cou Father, The Prieſt was call'd a Fa- 
> ſerup 0! for Reverence Sake, being indeeda 
unſel 0 ual Father to the Laity, 2s having 


chey woe of their Souls, and Charge of the 
or 7 Things. Thus are Preceptors cal- 
10 ae Vol. . 


thers to the Citizens, Princes Fathers of 
their Countries, &c. 

* Levite, Who this ycung Levite was, 
is hard to ſay. He is call'd Jonathan, 
the Son of Gerſhom, the Son of Mana ſſeh, 
Ch. xXviit. 30. But who this Manaſſeh 
was is uncertain. Tremellins and Junius 
call Jonathan Pronepos Moſchis, ex Ma- 
naſſeh. Annot. on Fudg., Xvii. 1. As 
if Manaſſeh had been Moſes's Son, Ger- 
ſhom Moſes's Grandſon, and this Jonathan 
Moſes's Great Grandſon. But ſince we 
read of no more than two Sons that Mo- 
ſes had, viz, Gerſhom and Eliezer, Exod. 
xviii. 4. this muſt be conſider'd ſome 
other Way. The old Latin Tranſlation, 
which is called St. Ferom's, reads it, Jo- 
nathan the Son of Gerſhom, the Son of 
Moſes. And another ſays, the Hebrews 
read Moſes for Manaſſeh; which ſounds 
moſt likely, if any ſuch Jonathan Son of 
Gerſhom can be found, and whoſe Age 
may ſvit the Time of this Story. 
WW * See Jeſh. xix. 47. b 
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but forced them up into the Mountains) they were 
fain to ſeek out more Room to inlarge their Quarters. 
Whereupon chooſing out five Men of Courage, they 
ſent them to take a View of the Country. Theſe Spies in 
their Travels hght _ Micah's Houſe, where they 
wereentertain'd ; and knowing the young Levite by his 
Voice, they asked him how he came thither, and what 
Buſineſs he had there. He told them what Agreement 
Micah had made with him, and that he was icah's 
Prieſt. When they heard this, they deſired him to ask 
Counſel of God, that rhey might know whether their 
Journey would be proſperous or no. With this Incou- 
ragement they went on tall they came to Laiſh; where 
obſerving the People lived very ſecure and careleſs, with: 
out any fort of Diſcipline or Government, they conclud- 
ed it would be no difficult Matter to conquer them, and 
take Poſſeſſion of the Place. And with this Report they 


returned to their Friends, giving them an Account that th 
the Land abounded with all Neceſſaries for Life. th 

The Danites imbrace the Opportunity, and arming ai to! 
Party of ſix hundred Men, they ſent them to take PH ou 
ſeſſion of the City of Laifh. Theſe marching throught ' 
Mount Ephraim came in their Way by Micab's Houſe Fri 


where making a Halt, the five Spics, who were Guido / 
do this Party, and had been re, acquainted tht t 

reſt that there were in that Houſe an Ephod and Ter: 
phim, and agraven and a molten Image, wiſh them ti 
conſider whether they had beſt tarry there to askCounk 
of the Lord concerning the Succeſs of their Enterprit 
or take the Ephod and Images with them, to conſultu 
on all Occaſions. The laſt ſeem'd moſt expedient ; WM 
the five Spies that were the Guides, leaving the Part) 
the Gate,went into the Houſe : Micah being from hon 
they ſaluted the Levite, whom they ſent to the Gate 
talk with the Danites; and whilſt they entertain d 
without, the Guides, having been there before, 4 
knowing the Rooms of the Houſe, plunder'd it of! 
Ephod, the Teraphim and other Images, and * ; 


in //rael. This advantageous Offer ſoon gain'd the 
young Prieſt to their Side, who joined with them, 
and went off with the Plunder. 

Micah returning, and underſtanding that his Prieſt 
and Gods were gone, gathers as many Friends as he 
could, and perſues the Danites. But they were along 
Way from his Houſe before he could over- take them: 
ere At length coming within View of them, ſome of the 
th-W Danite Soldiers in the Rear heard them make an Out- 
ud-M cry; and facing about, asked Micah why he made ſuch 
andi an Out-cry. He told them they had robb'd him. Up- 
hey on which the Danites adviſed him to be ſilent; for if 
they provoked the reſt of the Party, it would coſt them 
their Lives. Micah finding himſelf over-match'd, was 
forced to put up the Wrong, and return home with- 
out either Gods or Prieſt. | | 

The Danites having thus got rid of Micah and his 
Friends, continuing their March came in a ſhort Time 
to Laiſb; and finding the People quiet and ſecure, they 
ſet the City on fire, and ſurprizing the Inhabitants, who 
were buſy in putting out the Fire, they put them all to 
the Sword. Afterwards rebuilding the City, they call'd 
t Dan, after the Name of their Father; and ſettling 
here, they ſer up Micah's graven Image, which they 
bad ſtolen from him; and making the young Levite Jo- 
k:tban their Prieſt, he and his Sons continued to offici- 
te as Prieſts to the Tribe of Dan all the Time that the 
ouſe of God was in Shiloh, until the Captivity of the 
and, which is reckon'd to be till the Ark in Eli's 
{ime was taken by the * Philiſtines, about three hun- 
red Years after this. 


* Philiſtines. See 1 Sam. iv, 


Us. This 
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them out to their Brethren at the Gate. The Prieſt 
ſeeing this was amazed at the Boldneſs of the Attempt, 
and asked them what they meant by it. They bid 


him be filent, and conſider whether it were better for 
him to be a Prieſt to a ſingle Family, or a whole Tribe 
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292 A Compleat Hiſlory Book IV. 
This Story is an Inſtance of the great Apoſtacy, 
and Corruption of Religion among the //7aelites : That 
which follows is as pregnant a Proof of Immorality 
and Depravation of Manners amongſt them, which was 
thus: 1 
A Levite that dwelt on the Side of Mount Ephraim 
having taken a Wife out of Bet hlehem- Judah, ſhe proy'd 
a lewd Woman, and either through Fear or Shame leſt 
her Husband, and ran home to her Father at Bethlehem: 
Judah, where ſhe tarried four Months. In which Time 
her Husband having ſomewhat digeſted the Injury went 
at the four Months End to her Father's, with an Intent 
to be reconciled to her, and bring her Home with him; 
in order to which he took a Servant and a Couple of 
Aſſes. Being arrived at her Father's Houſe, he was 
receiv'd with great Joy, and entertain'd for three Days, 
At the Importunity of the Father he ftays the fourth 
Day, and was kept till the Afternoon the next Day; but 
the Levite reſolving to be gone, took his Leave, and 
with his Wife and Servant ſet out. By that time they 
were got as far as Jebus the Day was far ſpent, and the 
Servant fearing to be benighted defired his Maſter to put 
in there. But the Place not being fully poſſeſſed and in- 
habited by Hraelites, he indeavoured to reach b Gibea), 
whither they arrived juſt at Sun- ſet; and fitting down 
in the Street, as the Cuſtom of Travellers then waz 
they waited to ſee who would invite them to a Lodging. 
After long waiting an old Man came from his W ork ou 
of the Field, and ſeeing Strangers ſitting in the Street 
went up to them, and ſaluted them, asked whence the 
came, and whither they were travelling. The Levi 
told him; and complained of the Incivility of the Peo 
ple, none having invited him to a Lodging, tho he ht 
is own Proviſions with him. The hoſpitable old Ma 
who was of Mount Ephraim, tho' he dwelt at Gibb 


a Febns, This was that Part of Fernſa- d Gibeah. This City belonged to 
lem which belonged to Benjamin, but was Tribe of Benjamin, and is alſo call 
Poſſeſſed chiefly by the Febnſites, Rama. 
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courteouſly invited them to lodge at his Houſe, where 
he entertain'd them very frankly. Whilſt they were 
at Supper, the Men of the City having obſerved where 
they put in,came to the Houle, and knocking with great 
Violence at the Door, demanded of the Maſter of the 
Houſe to deliver the Man that came in there, that they 
might know him. The good old Man, to prevent 
Danger to his Gueſts, ventur'd amongſt this tumultu- 
ous Rabble to appeaſe them, offering them his only 
Daughter who was a Virgin, and the Levite's Concu- 
bine, to uſe at their Pleaſure, provided they would not 
offer any Violence to his Gueſt. This would not do; 
whereupon the Levite ſeeing them ſo outragious, to ſave 
himſelf, turn'd his * Concubine out among them, who 
abuſed her all Night, not letting her go till Break of 
Day; and then ſhe returning to the Houſe where her 
Lord lay, fell down dead at the Door, her Hands lying 
upon the Threſhold. 'The Levite opening the Door, 
and ſeeing her lie there, concluded ſhe was aſleep, and 
therefore bid her get up, that they might be going; but 
when he perceived ſhe was dead, he took her up, and, 
making no Complaint there, laid her upon one of the 
Aſſes, and haſten'd home as faſt as he could. And now 
he had Time to meditate a Revenge ſuitable to the Af- 
front, which he in this horrid Manner expreſs'd : He 
divides his dead Concubine into twelve Pieces, and 
ent to every Tribe a Piece, through the whole Coaſts 
of //rael, with an Account of the barbarous and inhoſ- 
pitable Treatment he had met with at Gibeah, that fo 
the whole Family of Hfrael in general, being made ſen- 
ble of the Wrong done him and his Concubine, might 
jon in revenging it. „ 
The Fact indeed was in it ſelf moſt barbarous; but 
the reyengeful Levite's expreſſing his Reſentment in a 


Vom him. Juſt as the Sodomites of- à Concubine. She is ſometimes called 
Fired to Lot, demanding to have the Le- Wife, as in Ch, xix. 1. but oftner Con- 
ö 0 delivered to them, that they 3 * cubine. 

| _— in that unnatural Way called | 
U3 
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294 A Compleat Fiiflory Book IV. 
Manner ſo horrid, advanc'd the Heinouſneſs of the 
Crime, and made à deeper Impreſſion on the Minds of 
the //raelites, who upon Sight of each Piece of the di- 
vided Concubine do unanimouſly agree, That there 
never was ſuch a Deed done or ſeen ſince the Day that 
the Children of //rael came up out of Egypt. And to 
acquit themſelves of the Guilt of ſo wicked a Fact, the 
whole Congregation of /rae] met at Mizpeh, that they 
might there examine the Buſineſs before the Lord; 
where demanding of the Levite an Account of the whole 
Matter, he thus in ſhort ſums it up to them: © I came 
c with my Concubine to G:beah,which belongs to Ben- 
& 7amin, to lodge: But the Men of Gibeah beſet the 
« Houſe where I was with a Deſign to murder me; 
c and my Concubine they have forced, that ſhe is dead; 
« by which they have committed Lewdneſs and Folly 
« in Iſael. Whereupon I took my Concubine Home, 
c and having cut her into Pieces, I ſent her throughout 
& all the Inheritance of //rae]. Now ye, being Sons 
&« of //rael, are concerned in this Abuſe as well as J. 
„ Therefore conſider and adviſe what is to be done.” 


When the People had received this Account of the Mat- a 
ter, they were highly incenſed againſt the Men of C 
beah, and reſolved not to return to their Houſes til S 

they had brought the Offenders to condign Puniſhment A 
And that they might loſe no Time, they agreed to dri fe 
in; 


ten Men out of every Hundred, an Hundred out of ever 
Thouſand, and a Thouſand out of every ten Thou be 
ſand, who ſhould be imployed to furniſh the Army th 
with Proviſions and other Neceſſaries. rat 

But before they proceed to Extremities, they reſolve N. 
to ſend Meſſengers through all the Tribe of Benjamin 
to lay the Matter before them, and to demand cho Ea 
Men who had committed this Outrage to be deliver 
to them, that they might do Juſtice on them. But chal chu 
People of Benjamin, in Contempt of their Brechren the 
Iſraelites, reſolve to ſtand by the Offenders, and mulit 
up all their Force to defend them. The //rael17i/ 75 
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conſiſted of four hundred thouſand able Men; that of 
Benjamin but of ſix and twenty thouſand: A great 
Diſparity, and which ſhewed the latter deſperate. 
The 1/raelites over-confident of their Strength, and 
deſpiſing the Benjamites, who were fo few, depending 
on the juſtice of their Cauſe, never went to ask Counſel 
he of God, (as in ſuch Emergencies they uſually did,) whe- 
ey ther they ſhould go to War with their Brethren, or no; 
q; buttaking that for granted, to prevent any Difference 
1c W that might ariſe among the Tribes about Precedence in 
me this Expedition, they went up to the Houſe of God on- 
-1-W to know which Tribe ſhould lead the Van, and the 
che Lot fell to Zudah. Upon this the //raelitifſh Army ad- 
ge; MW vanced, and fat down before Gibeah;z from whence the 
ad; MW Perjamites made a brisk Sally upon them, cut off two 
ly and twenty thouſand of them, and retreated to the Town 
me, with very little Loſs. This unexpected Diſaſter made 
our MW the //72e/7zes ſenſible of their Neglect, in not inquiring 
on of the Lord whether they ought to have undertakenthis 
51: War, or no. Wherefore bewailing their Misfortune in 
ne“ the laſt Action, they ask Counſel of the Lord, (but in 
at an irregular Manner, ) who, to puniſh them for their 
C. Preſumption, bids them go, but promiſes them no 
til Succeſs. The hecdleſs Iſraelites taking this for an 
ent. Aſſurance of Victory, drew up their Army again be- 
drauf fore Gibeah, offering the Benjamites Battle; who be- 
ven ing fluſh'd with their former Succeſs made another 
hou bold Salley, and cut off eighteen thouſand more of 
ur the Lfraelites. The e Defeat brought the //- 
raelites to a Senſe of their former Preſumption and 
Neglect: Wherefore going up to the Houſe of the 
Lord, they humbled themſelves with Weeping and 
Faſting that Day, and offer'd Burnt - Offerings and 
Peace - Offerings before the Lord. And having 
thus regularly proceeded in their Humiliation, they 
again enquire of the Lord whether they ſhould at- 
tack the Benjamites, or forbear: For at this Time 
the Ark of the Covenant of God was in Shiloh, and 
 U4 Phineas 
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Phineas was Prieſt. And now the Lord having ſuffi- 


ciently corrected the Confidence of the Iaelites, not 
only gives them Commiſſion to go againſt the Benja- 


n __ 


mites, but aſſures them of Victory. 
With this ä prepare a third IF : 
Time to attack the Benjamites; and to make their Vic- Þ ; 
tory the more ſecure, they lay an Ambuſcade in the IF « 
Meadows behind Gibeah, that when the Fight was be- f 
gun, the //raelites by a feigned Flight drawing the Ben- r 
jamites from the City, thole that lay in Ambuſcade b 
ſhould ſeize the City, and fer it on Fire as a Signal to ir 
the main Body of the //raelitiſh Army to rally, and re- « 
new the Fight. 6 T 
Matters — thus diſpoſed, ten thouſand choice A 
Troops of the /ſraelites appear before Gibeah; which W& 
the Benjamites — ſally out of the Town, and fell Wt» 
briskly upon them, killing about thirty of them. The WH 
ſfraelites then retiring, as if they were afraid, pretended fir 
to fly; and the Benjamites, ſuppoſing the Day was their N . 
own, eagerly perſued them ſo far, that they were at a Win; 
Diftance from the Town ſufficient to give the Ambul- Wau 
cade an Opportunity to ſeize the Place, and ſet it on Fire. Wrthe 
The main Body of the ¶ſraelitiſʒh Army ſeeing this faced the 
about, and charged furiouſly upon the Benjamites, who ¶ na 
now began to think of retreating to their City; but MWSw 


when by the Smoak and Flame they ſaw themſelves cir- 
cumvented, they took to the Wilderneſs, thinking to ſe- 
cure themſelves there: But in vain z for being incloſed 
by the main Army and the Ambuſcade, they were cafily 
trodden down. In this Action and the Perſuit five and 
twenty thouſand one hundred of the Benjamites were 
ſlain; anda thouſand more having been deſtroyed in o- 
ther Actions, there remained but ſix hundred Men ot 
the Benjamites, who fled to the Rock Rimmon, and hid 
themſelves there; all the reſt of that Tribe, together 


© Phineas. This Paſſage in Judges xx. ſhews plainly, that this Story was tranſ- 
28. ( rejecting that Rabbinical Dream, acted early in the Times of the Judges. 
that Phineas lived three hundred Vears,) e 


with 
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with their Towns and Cattle, ſuffered Military Exe- 


cution. 

The Heat of this Action being over, the //aelites be- 
gan to conſider how low a Condition they had reduced 
the Tribe of Benjamin to by this general Slaughter, which 
aflicted them very much: And the rather, becauſe up- 
on their firſt ingaging in this Quarrel they had raſhly 
worn that no Iradlit ſhould give his Daughter in Mar- 
rage to a Benjamite. Upon this they repair to the Ta- 
bernacle where the Ark was, and mourned all Day, ſay- 
ing, O Lord, why is this come to paſs, that there 
« ſhould this Day be one Tribe wanting in Hrael?“ 
Then getting up early the next Morning, they built an 
Altar there, oc | offered Burnt-Offerings and Peace-Of- 
ferings to the Lord. After which applying themſelves 
to find out ſome Expedient to elude their rath Oath, and 
aye the ſinking Tribe, they recollected that they had at 
firſt bound themſelves by Oath to put to Death all thoſe 
who ſhould not appear with them at Miapeh, and join 
in the common Caule againſt the Benjamites. Upon In- 
quiry they found that none came from Jabeſh-Gilead to 
the Aſſembly at the Camp: Therefore ſending twelve 
thouſand of their beſt Men to Jabeſh-Gilead, they com- 
manded them to put Man, Woman and Child to the 
dword, except ich marriageable young Women as 
vere Virgins, whom they were to bring with them to 
the Camp. Theſe Troops having done Execution on 
Jabeſh-Gilead, as they were commanded, brought away 
With them four hundred Virgins to the //rae/izes; who 
mmediately ſent Heralds to the Rock Rimmon to treat 
1th the few remaining Benjamites, offering them Peace, 
ind inviting them to return. The poor Benjamites glad- 
imbrace the Offer; and coming to the Camp, the 45 
wlites beſtowed on them the Gileadite Virgins for 
Vives. But the Benjamites being ſix hundred in Num- 
er, there was not for every Man one. Upon which 
bey bethought them of another Expedient to fupply 
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298 A Compleat Hiſtory Book IV. 
held at Shiloh, to which the young Maidens of $h116 
uſed to come, and dance there: The //7aelires therefore 
directed the Benjamites that wanted Wives to lie in wait 
in the Vineyards at the Time of the Feaſt, and when 
they ſhould ſee the Shiloh Damſels come to dance, they 
ſhould ſeize every Man one for his Wife, and carry them 
away into their own Country, promiſing them that if 
any of the Relations of the Damſels ſhould complain, 
they would skreen them from Danger. The Benjamites 
perſue their Inſtructions z and watching their Opportu- 
nity, took every one his Damſel, and carried them offto | 
their own Inheritance: Where, repairing their Citic, I 
they ſettled again, and in Time recruited their Tribe. I 
Theſe Civil and Inteſtine Quarrels among the Tribs f 
being thus reconciled, the //rae/izes did not long injoy I 
Peace for continuing to provokeGod by their Projanc-M | 
nels and Irregularities, he again chaſtiſes them by their g. 
Enemies: The moſt powerful of whom was Eglon, King ci 
of Moab. Him God raiſed up to be a Scourge, who hi 
_ otherwiſe had neither Strength nor Courage to attack//M F; 
rae. But being deſign'd by the Almighty to be the In- 
ſtrument of his Vengeance, Eglon arm'd the Ammonite 
and Amalekites, and fell upon the //raelires, whom he 
defeated, and poſſeſſed himſelf of the City of Palm- tree; 
And as an Aggravation of their Offence in ſo ſudden| 
tranſgreſſing after their late Deliverance from Bondage 
God inlarged their Puniſhment ; for their Servitude vi and 
now advanced from eight Years to eightcen, which vi ng 
the Space of Time they ſerved Moab. | 88 
But when the //raelites through a Senſe of their M upo 
{ery addreſſed themſelves to their God, he raiſed the Watt; 
another Deliverer in the Perſon of Ehud, the Son 
Gera, a left-handed Man, by reaſon of a Lameneſs in 
Right-hand. Ebud was a wiſe and politick Man, a 
having obſery'd the Weakneſs of the Iſcaelites by tht 
eightcen Years Slavery, and the low Condition of t 
Benjamites, that they were not able by open War to 
tempt any Thing againſt their Oppreſſors, he conn.” 
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fgfirſt to take off Eglon privately; knowing it would be 
: W much caſier to deal with the Moabites when they ſhould 
be in Confuſion for want of a Leader, than while they 
n had their King at the Head of them. To carry on this 
dhe more plauſibly he repairs to the Moabitiſb Court, 
n 

it 


where, under Pretence of delivering a Preſent to the 
King from his Servants the Children of 1/7ael, he is ad- 

n, W mitted into the King's Preſence. When he had deliver- 
ed the Preſent, and diſmiſſed his Servants that brought it, 
he returning to the King told him he had a private Meſ- 
ſage to him. The King bid him be ſilent till the Com- 
pany were gone; who being withdrawn, Ehud ap- 
proaches, and tells the King, he had a Meſſage to him 
from f God. At that Word, Eglon, in Reverence to the 
Name of God, aroſe from his Scat, which Ehud taking 
the Advantage of, ſtabbed him in the Belly with a Dag- 
ger, which he had concealed under his Cloaths, ſo for- 
cibly, that he thruſt the Dagger, Haft and all, into 
his Belly; and the King being a very fat Man, the 
Fat of his Belly cloſed over the Dagger, ſo that he 
could not draw it out. Ehud ſeeing — dead left him 


him made the beſt of his way Home. 

King Eglon's Servants ſeeing Ehud depart, return to 
pay their uſual Attendance on their Maſter; but finding 
the Door lock'd, they ſuppoſed he had a Mind to retire, 
and therefore withdrew ; but after long waiting, and 
finding the Door {till ſhut, they took a Key and opened 
it, and to their great Surprize found their King dead 
upon the Ground. This long Delay of theirs gave Ehud 
atur Opportunity to eſcape ; which he improv'd by his 


pet, at which Signal the //aelires flock'd to him, to 


Gad. This was Ehud's Commiſſion for he is in the Text called a Saviour of 
rom God to diſpatch Eglon, and there- the Children of Iſrael raifed up by God 
"re is not to be drawn into an Exam- himſelf, Therefore this Paraphraſe may 
dle by others; for in Judg. iii. 15. Ehud be allowed on theſe Words, I have a Meſ- 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have acted nothing ſage to thee from God, that is. God commands 
A this but by the Inſpiration of God; me to ſlay thee, the Oppreſſor of Ta 
3 | N lim; 


wallowing in his Blood, and ſhutting the Door after 


Speed, and coming to Mount Ephraim, he blew aTrum- | 


whom he related what he had done, and bid them follow . 
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300 A Compleat Hiflory Book IV. 
him; for God (ſaid he) hath delivered your Enemies the 
Moabites into your Hands. They readily obey him as their 
Leader, and ſecuring the Fords of Moab towards Jordan, 
ſuffer'd not a Man to pals over; but falling couragiouſly 
upon the Moabites, whilſt they were in that Conſternati- 
on for the Death of their King, and Want of a Leader, W * 
they ſlew about Ten thouſand of the chief of them, at 
the ſame time delivering Iſrael, and ſubduing Moab. { 
After the Death of Ehud God raiſed //rael another MF \ 
Deliverer, whoſe Name was Shamgar, the Son of Anath, I. 
a ſtrong and valiant Man; who, when the Philiſtines in © 
another Quarter invaded Iſrael, with no better Weapon 1 
than an Ox-goad, flew ſix hundred of the Philiſtine, Nc 
and deliver'd them from all dangerous Neighbours, that W 
were Borderers on that Side. After which //rae/injoyed 
a Peace of eight Years. In which time of Liberty and I. 
Eaſe, they grew wanton and forgetful of their former N 
Servitude; which Neglect and Ingratitude of theirs pro- 
voked God to raiſe up other Inſtruments for their Cor- 
rection; the chief of which was Jabin, who aſſuming 
to himſelf the Title of the King of Canaan reign'd in 
Hazor. He was a powerful Prince, well ſtor'd with al 
warlike Munition, having Nine hundred 8 Charts 
arm'd with Iron, and his Sub ects a warlike People. This 
King lorded it over the oppreſs'd //aelites with great Se- 
verity for twenty Vears; God upon the Repetition and 
Aggravation of their Tranſgreſſions increaſing their Pu- 
niſhment. And ſo cruel were the People to them, that 
they durſt not travel the common Roads upon their or- 
dinary Occaſions; but were forced to ſeek h By- waysto 
avoid their Enemies, fo that their Highways were dif 
uſed: Neither could they in Safety dwell in their Vik 
lages, being attack'd by their i Archers, if they went but 
out to draw Water; nay, ſo ſervile was their Condition, 
that they were not fuffer'd to keep any k Arms. 


e Chariots. Theſe Chariots werearm'd and from Foſh. xvii. 16. that they vet 
With Scythes and Swords, which _ nine hundred Years before Cyrus's ume. 
driven among the Enemy cut down all h By-ways. See Judg. v. 6. 
near them. Xenophon, in his Cyropedia, i Archers, Ibid. v. 11. 
will have Cyrus to be the Author of theſe * Arms, Ibid. v. 8. 
_ Chariots; but it is plain from hence; 


Th 
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The poor //7acliteslanguiſhing thus under the Tyran- 


- ny and Cruelty of their Enemies, God was pleaſed at laſt 
to remember Mercy; and ſeeing their Sufferings had 
y brought them to a Senſe of their Sins, he found out a 
Way to deliver them, beyond what they could imagine 
. orcxpecc. For it is 2 much to be ſuſpected, that at 
„ this Time the //aelites, by the Severity of their Servi- 


tude, were ſo degenerated and diſpirited, that the Sex, 
which boaſt it ſelf created for Empire, could not at that 
Time furniſh their preſent Exigencies with a Man fit to 
be inveſted with Sovereign Power. For which Reaſon, 
in all Probability, Deborah the Wife of Lapidoth is ſaid 
to have judged //raelat that Time. She was a Propheteſs, 
and the Iſiaelites uſed to come to her for Judgment. To 


Thoughts of delivering his People, and by his Spirit di- 
rected her to ſend for Barak, the Son of Abinoam, a brave 
young Prince of the Tribe of Naphtali. He came, and 
he acquainted him, that it was the Pleaſure of the Lord, 
that he ſhould get together ten thouſand Men of the 
Tribes of Naphtaliand Zebulun, and lead them towards 
Mount Tabor; and to incourage him, ſhe told him in 
the Name of the Lord, that Sera, General of Jabin's 
Army, with his Army and Chariots, ſhould fall into his 
Hands. Barak, conſidering the Inequality of their 
Forces, and the Greatneſs of the Enterprize, and think- 
ng it neceſſary to have the Propheteſs with him, to con- 
lt upon all Occaſions, as well as to incourage his Men, 
told her, If ſhe would go with him, he would go; but 
not elſe. The undaunted Propheteſs conſented to ac- 
ompany him; but pleaſantly told him for his Diffidence, 
hat this Expedition ſhould not be for his Honour; for 
b/era the General ſhould fall into the Hands of a Wo- 
han, 
Departing together for Kadeſh, which was Barak's 
eſidence, he ſoon liſted ten thouſand Voluntiers in Ze- 
uu and Naphtali, and led them to Mount Tabor, the 


tophereſs ſtill accompanying him. Such a Number of 
2 | diſtreſs'd 


this great Propheteſs the Lord communicated his 
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diſtreſsd People being got together, it ſoon began to be 
rumour'd about the Country; and Notice being given 
toSi/era of this Inſurrection, he muſter'd up all his Force 
to ſuppreſs them, taking with him his Nine hundred 
Chariots of Iron, and down he marches to the River 
Kiſhon. W hich the couragious Deborah ſeeing, being 
divinely inſpired, gave the Signal to the Battle; ſaying 
to Barak, Up; for this is the Day, in which the Lord 
& hath delivered $/era into thine Hand.” Barak upon 
this marched down the Mountain Tabor, and falls upon 
Siſera in the Valley by the River: Whoſe Army God 
ſtruck with ſuch Terror, by driving Storms of Rain and 


Hail in their Faces, that they could not ſtand before the W 
. Jfraelites; who perſuing them put them all to the Sword, 

except the General 97556 3 who, not daring to truſt to“ 
his Chariot, took to his Heels, and fled on Foot, til 
he came to the Tent of Jael, the Wife of 1 Heber the 


Kenite, who dwelt in that Country, which was at Peace I= 
with King Jabin. Jael ſceing Siſera coming went out H 
A 


to meet him, and invited him to come in. He glad of 
the Opportunity went in confidently, not ſuſpecting any 
Danger from her, whoſe Husband was his Maſter's Ally, 

Being extremely thirſty through the Heat and Fatigue 
of the Day, he intreated ac to give him a little Water 
to drink; inſtead of which ſhe gave him as much Milk 
as he cared for; and having allay d his Thirſt, he directed 
her, that if any body ſhould come to inquire after him, 
that ſhe ſhould not own he was there. And now think 
ing himſelf ſafe, he laid himſelf down upon the Floortg 
ſleep, Jael very officiouſly covering him with a Carpet 


1 Heber. He was of the Poſterity of 
Hobab, otherwiſe called Jethro, the Fa- 


ther- in-Law of Moſes, and whole Peo- 


ple went up with the Children of Iſrael, 
to dwell amongſt them, Judg. i. 16. This 
Heber, tho” a Kenite, had removed his 
Family trom the reſt of the Kenites, and 
pitched his Tent in the Plain of Zaa- 
naim, not far from Kedeſh, where Barak 
lived. Theſe Kenites, tho* they were 
Proſelytes, and worſhipped the true God, 
according to the Meſaick Law, yet being 


Strangers by Birth, and not of the pr 
miſed Seed, and fo not pretending 
Right or Title to the Land of Cu 
they held it beſt Policy, in thoſe n 
bleſome Times, to obſerve a Neutralil 
and maintain Peace, as well as they col 
both with the Iſraelites and Canaaui 
Upon this Foot it was that there ua 
Peace between King Jabin and the Hoi 
of Heber the Kenite ; and that gave con 
dence to Siſera in his Diſtreſs to 7 
Heber's Tent for Protection. 

| | wi 


10 
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where he had not lain very long before he fell faſt aſleep. 
Which when Jae perceiv'd, ſhe took a Hammer and a 
long Nail or Tent- pin, and pitching it to the Temples 
Z ofhis Head, ſhe ſtruck it with ſuch Force, that it pierc'd 
1 © through his Head, and pinn'd him to the Ground; after 
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which ſhe ® cut off his Head, and ſo left him. Then 
going ro the Door of the Tent, ſhe ſoon ſpy'd Barak 
d coming in Perſuit of Siſera; whom ſhe went out to meet, 
and inviting him in told him, ſhe could ſhew him the 
Man he ſought for; which ſhe accordingly did. By 
theſe Means did God aſſiſt the //raelites in x Semis Ja- 
lin King of Canaan, whom they never left fighting 
with, till they had quite deſtroy'd him. Upon this 
Victory the Heroine Deborah and her valiant General 
Barak ſang this Triumphant Song. 
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Let Iſrael their Avenger's Glory raiſe 
In lofty Notes of everlaſting Praiſe ! 
Hear, O ye Kings! Attentive Princes hear 
A wondrous Song that well deſerves your Ear /! 
When Iſrael's God from hoſtile Edom came, 
With his own Thunder arm'd, array'd in Flame, 
Trembled the Earth, as o'er the Clouds he rode, 
The Clouds diſſolve to Rain, and own th incumbent God. 
The Mountains Tops at his Approach retire, 
Their molten Entrails run in Streams of Fire. 
0 how unlike thoſe Novel Gods, and vain 
Their Hopes, that Succour from them entertain? 
Weak, unavailing Names ! no Help they yield 2 


War, War the Gates reſound, and War the Field! 
Alarm is giv'n, in vain are Spear and Shield. 
by their inſulting jealous Lords bereft, 

No Refuge, but inglorious Flight was left : 


f the pid 
ending 
Canan 
hoſe to 
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Jena en Deborah aroſe at Heav'n's Command, 

bn ben J aroſe to ſave the orphan'd Land. | 
the by . ed be their Names, the gen'rous few that join'd | N 
gre v urge the happy Change by Heav'n deſign'd ! 1 


| m Cut. See Fndg. v. 26. 
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By Counſel or by Action, Pen or Sword, 

To ſave their Country, and to help the Lord. 

But curſe )en Meroz; an uncommon Weight 

o Vengeance ſeize em, and a Neuter's Fate! 

They would the Spoil, tho" not the Danger ſhare, 

Now Siſera 7s fallen they'll declare. 

His Boaſts, his fruitleſs Hopes, his Fears are o'er; 

He bow'd, he fell, he ſunk, to riſe no more. 


So let thy Foes, O God! To Duſt deſcend ; 
But thoſe that love Thee brighter Stars attend ! 
The Sun himſelf leſs glorious far than they; | 
The Sun, when mounted on the blazing Noon of Day. 


To theſe warlike and tumultuous Tranſactions, a time \ 
of Tranquillity and Reſt ſucceeded. During which the 
1/raelites again provoking God by lapſing into their for- 
mer Tranſgreſſions, he takes them more immediately in- « 
to his own Hands, and chaſtiſes their Preſumption and 
Ingratitude with a ſevere Famine: Which raging fur: 
ouſly among the Mraelites, many of them are forced to 

uit their Habitations, and ſeek for Food in a foreigu 
Land. Among the reſt, one Elimelech of Bethlehen- 
| Fadah, a Man of Condition and Family, removed with 

his Wife Naomi, and his two Sons Mahlon and Chili of! 
to the Country of Moab, where Elimelech ſoon quits thiji Per; 
Life. After whoſe Death his two Sons, not ſtrictly ob preſ 
ſerving the Law of God, took each of them a Wife ber; 
the Women of Moab, of baſe Condition. The Name that 
Chilion's Wife was Orpah, and the Name of MahlmWing t 

| her 


a Meroæ. What Place this was is not ding to Adrichon ex Hieron. Merom i 
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certainly known, tho' very reaſonably by 
ſome ſuppoſed to be Merom, the Varia- 
tion of one Letter making but little Dif- 


ference, if other Circumſtances do but 


agree, which ory Foe pretty much ro 
do here. For about an hundred and 
twenty Years before we find, in Foſh. xi. 
1. Cc. that Foſhna at the Waters of Me- 
rom killed Fabin, King of Hazor, one 
of the Predeceſſors of this Jabin, (King 
of the fame Hazor,) whoſe General, Si- 
ſera, was {lain by Jael. Beſides, accor- 


on the Mountain Lebanon is very full 


a Lake thirty Furlongs broad and fr 
long, ſituated between Ceſare Phi, 
and the Sea of Galilee, the Sea of Ju 
turning through the middle of it. f. 
Lake at the time of the Snow meli 


Water, but at other times in 3 g* 
meaſure dry. Thoſe therefore that bh 
bited about this Lake are curſed, ber 
they did not only refuſe Succours = 
Naphtalites, but underhand favour 


era. 
ſ Rt 


Boak IV. of zhe Holy Bible. 305 
Ruth. With theſe they lived about ten Years, when 
Chilion and Mahlon died both childleſs. The unhappy 


Naomi, thus deprived of her Husband and Children, 
and left in a ſtrange Country, could with no Satisfac- 


tion ſtay longer in a Place, where ſhe had loſt all the 


external Comforts of Life; but being inform'd that 
the Famine was over in //rae/, ſhe reſolves to return 
to her own Country; and accordingly ſet forward for 
Judah, accompanied with her two Daughters-in-law. 
Whilſt they were on their Journey, Naomi, conſider- 
ing it was a Sort of Cruelty to take her Daughters from 
their Friends and Relations, advited them to go back; 
and to ſhew them it was not out of Diſlike to their Con- 
verfation, but meer Pity, that ſhe was deſirous to part 
ime with them, ſhe gave them this affectionate Bleſſing: 
the The Lord deal kindly with you, as you have done to 
for · © me and mine; and grant that ye may marry again to 
in. “ your Content, and injoy a happy Settlement.“ Then 
and giving to each a parting Kiſs, they in Tears preſs her to 
uri. ¶ accept of their Company. She indeavours to diſſuade 
d 10 them by urging, that if they ſtay'd in their own Coun- 
eigaß try they might marry again; which they could not pro- 
pole, if they went with her. At laſt her Importunity 
prevailed with Orpah, who with Tears taking her Leave 
long of her Mother-in-Law, turn'd back to Moab. But no 
Perſuaſion could prevail with Ruth, who with the moſt 
preſſing Inſtances urged Naomi to take her along with 
te o her; aſſuring her, that nothing ſhould part them, but 
mcoithat the God ſhe ſery'd ſhould be her God. Naomi ſee- 


hin ing the pious Reſolution of her Daughter Ruh, preſs'd 
nder no more to return, but on 1 both go to Bethlehem. 
ol Naomi being arrived at Bethlehem, where ſhe and her 
emily had liv'd in good Faſhion, her Return was gene- 
- cially taken notice of, and her old neighbours came to 
1 1 ongratulate her upon her Arrival in her own Country. 
bett was now the Beginning of Barley-Harveſt, (which 


, be ully was in the firſt Month with them) when Naomi 
our WWeturn'd to Bethlehem : And Ruth the Moabiteſs being an 
or 5 induſtrious 
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induſtrious Woman, though poor, deſired Naomi to give 
her Leave to go into the Field to glean ſome Corn. Ihe 
Mother conſented, and ſhe happen'd to go into a Field 
belonging to Boaz, a very wealthy Perſon of the Family 
of Elimelech, and nearly related to him; and there ſhe 
lean'd after the Reapers. She had not been long there, 
e Boaz himſelf came into the Field to look after his 
Workmen; and having ſaluted them in a very devout 
manner, he took notice of Ruth, and ask'd his Steward 
who ſhe was. He told him, ſhe was the Moabitiſh Damſel 
that accompanied Naomi in her Return Home from the 
Country of Moab, and that ſhe had ask'd Leave to glean WF | 
after theReapers. Boaz having before been acquainted WF 
with her dutiful and affectionate Behaviour to her Mo- 
ther-in-law, his Kinſwoman, incouraged her to gleanin I 1; 
his Ground, and to keep with his Seryants, and fare as 
they did, and charg'd them not to moleſt her. Ruth, N 23 
ſurpriz'd at the unexpected Civility of a Stranger, re- 
turn'd her Thanks in a moſt profound Reſpect and Ac- « 
knowledgment of his Courteſy. Boaz told her he hal z 
heard of her affectionate Carriage to her Mother-in-law, 
and that ſhe was come with her into a ſtrange Coun- 


try, out of a pious Deſign, to be under the Care and pi 
Protection of the God of {/rae]; whom he ſolemnlyMM in: 
pray'd to recompence her good Actions, and give hei na 
a full Reward. After this he treated her at his ow ing 
Board very liberally ; and when his Servants returneq; he, 
to their Work in the Field, he charged them to Hand 


civil to her, and to give her an Opportunity of glea!Wy, 

ing the more, by dropping ſome of the Sheaves. Thüfous 
. Ruth continued gleaning among Boaz's Servants ti 
Barley and Wheat-Harveſt were over, dwelling ſt 
with Naomi, to whom ſhe returned every Evening wil 
what ſhe had glean'd, and acquainted her with the gre: 
Humanity of Boaz. Naomi, ſtudious to recompenW 
this tender Affection of her Daughter-in-law, proj 
how ſhe _— ingage herKinſman Boaz to marry Ru 
Whoſe Civility ſhe might reaſonably imagine proce 
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7 from ſome other Motive than that of common Cour. 
teſy or Humanity. Therefore acquainting Rzth that 
Boaz was her near Kinſman, and intorming her 
what the Law of Maſes required in that Cafe, ſhe ad- 
viſed her to waſh and anoint, and dreſs her ſelf, and 
go to Boaz's Barn, where he was winnowing his Bar- 
ley ; but not to let it be known the was there, till he 
had ſupp'd, and was gone to reſt; giving her Inſtruc- 
tions What ſhe ſhould do farther. 

Ruth follows her Mother's Directions, and going to 
the Barn placed herſelf ſo commodioutly, that the could 
unobſery'd ſec what paſs'd. When Boaz had refreſh'd 
ed himſelf, he lay down at the end of a Heap of Corn; 
o- and Ruth, waiting till he was afleep, came ſoftly, and 
11 FF lifting up the Clothes undiſcover'd laid her ſelf down 
at his Feet. Boaz waking about Midnight, in a Fright 
sd, who the was? To which ſheanſwer'd, © I am 
re.“ Ruth thy Servant: Spread therefore the Wing of 
© thy Garment over me, tor thou art a near Kinſman.” 
had Bax, tho pretty well advanced in Vears, was ſo far from 
av rejecting her, that he commended her Forwardneſs; 
un and, being a virtuous Man, told her, ſhe had ſhewn more 
and Picty to 5 dead Husband, than when he was alive, 
any in raiſing up p Iſſue to his Name by marrying his Kinſ- 
bei man, and that her Virtue was conſpicuous in not follow- 
0 ing young Men, whether poor or rich. And therefore 
he aſſured her, he would not fail to anſwer her Deſire 
and his Duty; which he had the greater Inducement to 
do, becauſe ſhe had the general Reputation of a virtu- 
ous Woman. But at the fame Time he told her, that 


ts 1 though he indeed was a near Kinſman, yet there was 

24 ; | 

3 WII. * read. This was as if ſhe had faid, ſingular Love to her former Husband, 
neo Wife, as the Law directs: For as well as of Devotion to the Religion 


he Phraſe of ſpreading the Skirt or Wing ſhe was now converted to, that ſhe ſhould 
Pier One, Imports a taking ſuch a one chuſe ra marry her Husband's Kinſman, 
Mtv Protection. And becauſe it is the to keep up her deceaſed Husband's Name 
Ut of 2 Husband to protect and defend and Family, in Obſervance of the Law 
Is Wife from Injuries ; therefore ro of God; tho' that Kinſman was old in 
Med the Wing or Skirt over one is Compariſon of her, who was young and 
for a Periphraſes of Marriage. beautiful, rather than pleaſe ber ſelf with 
Ie. Boax todk it for a token of ſome young Man. | 
12 another 
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another nearer, to whom he mult give the Preference, 
becauſe it was his Right; and that he would commu- 
nicate the Matter to him next Morning; and if that 
Kiniman would marry her he might, otherwiſe he 
himſelf would aſſuredly marry her. 

In the Morning early Ruth got up, that ſhe might 
get off undiſcover d, and to avoid Cenſure of their Re- 
putation and Religion; but that ſhe might not go 
Home empty- handed to her Mother, Boaz gave her ſix 
Meaſures of Barley: With which Ruth return'd to her 
Mother, who received her joyfully, both for the Pre- 
ſent of Boaz, and his kind Treatment of her Daughter; 
whom ſhe adviſed to take no Notice to any of what I] 
had paſs'd, but patiently to wait the Event; aſſuring ; 
her, that Boaz was a Man of Honour, and would per- 
form his Promiſe. | 

Boaz, according to his Promiſe, appear'd that Morn- Y : 
ing at the Gate of the City, which was in thoſe Days the 

uſual Place of Judicature. There he met with the Kinſ- 7 
man he had mention'd to Ruth; and ſummoning ten 
more of the chief of the City, he in their Preſence ac- 
quainted him, that Naomi, who was come back from : 
the Country of Moab, had a Parcel of Land to diſpoſe ot, 
which belong'd formerly to El;melech : Of which he 
gave him this publick Notice, that he might 4 redeem 
it, the Right of Redemption belonging in the firſt Place 
to him; and therefore he defired to know his Mind in 


this Matter. The Kinſman readily conſented to reden 1 
the Land. But when Boaz told him, that at the ſang 7 
Time he muſt likewiſe take Ruth the Moabite/s to Wife u 
to raiſe up the Name of her dead Husband upon his In: ! 


Heritance, he declincd the Buſineſs; giving this for 


4 Redeem, The Reaſon of this ſeems 
to be grounded upon the Law, Deut. 
xxv. 6. by which the Firſt- born of ſuch 
A Marriage was to bear the Name of the 
Woman's former Husband that was dead, 
to keep up his Name in Iſrael; fo that 
if that Kinſman had married Ruth, and 


Gould have had but one Son by her, that 


Son being not to bear his Name, but 
Name of her former Husband, be h 
ſelf ſhould have had no Son to Kee?" 
his Name in Iſrael; and ſo his Int 
tance might have been loſt from! 
Name, by paſſing into another Ni 
and Family, which he was not W. 
hazard, 


W Read! 
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Reaſon, That he could not do it on thoſe Terms, with- 
out deſtroying his own Inheritance and therefore he 
willingly reſign'd his Right of Redemption to Boaz 
who without any Scruple accepts it; and his Kinſman, 
according to the Cuſtom of thoſe Times, in Token of 
ling, or transferring his Right, takes off his 
Shoe and delivers it to Boaz. Upon which Boaz 
makes this Declaration to the Elders and all the People 
preſent : © Ve are my Witneſſes this Day, that I have 
« bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was his 
“ Sons, of the Hand of Naomi. Ye ſce likewiſe I 
« have purchaſed Ruth the Moabiteſs to be my Wife, to 
& raiſe up the Name of the Dead upon their Inheri- 
« tance, that their Name may not be loſt among their 
“Relations. Of this I call you to witneſs this Day.” 
To all which the Aſſembly gave their Acknowledg- 
ment, adding a hearty Prayer, that ſhe might be fruit- 
ful as Rachel and Leah, who were the original Raiſers of 
the Houſe of //rael. Ruth ſoon conceived, and in due 
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Time was deliver'd of a Son, whom they named Obed , 
ten which Obed was the Father of Je, and Grandfather 
"YN of King David, of whom, according to the. Fleſh, 
4; came the Saviour of the World. 5 

5 Deborah and Barak govern'd //rae] with great Care 
45 and Prudence; during whole Adminiſtration the //- 


Hoc. This was the manner of con- 
irming Bargains, Sales, Exchanges and 


were two forts of it: The firſt was pe- 
ml; as when a Man refuſed ro marry 
his Brother's Wife, to raiſe up Seed to 
te Deceaſed , who died childleſs; for 
hen the Law commanded, Deut. xxv. 9. 
mat the Woman ſhould pluck off his 
doe, and ſpit in his Face, uſing theſe 
Words, Thus ſhall it be done to the Man, 
that refuſeth to raiſe up Iſſue to his Bro- 
ther's Family. The ſecond was ceſſiona- 
or in token of Reſignation, and did 
t reach to compel the Kinſman in the 
ond, chird, or fourth Degree to marry 
de Widow ; bur he might transfer his 


Alienations among the Iſraelites. There 


X 3 


raclites injoy'd a profound Peace. But when Deborah 


Right to any other of the Kindred; and 
as a Sign of his Ceſſion or Tranſlation of 
his Right, he took of his Shoe and de- 
liver'd it to his Kinſman, who would: 
marry the Widow, in the Preſence of, 
the Elders, 

f Came, Herein is defcribed, how Je» 
ſus Chriſt, who (according to the Fleſh) 
ought to come of David; proceeded of 
Ruth, notwithſtanding ſhe was a Moa- 
bite of baſe Condition, and a Stranger 
from the People of God: Which is like- 
wiſe a Type, that rhe Gentiles ſhould 
be ſanQify'd by him, aud join'ꝗ with his, 
People, and that there ſhould be one. 
Sheepfold and one Shepherd. 

and 
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and Parak were dead, they fell into their old Apoſtacy, 
provoking God by their Idolatry to deliver them into 
their Enemies Hands: Which he ſoon did; for he per- 
mitted the Midianites to over- run their Country, who 
for ſeven Vears kept them in ſuch Subjection, that they 
were forced to betake themſelves to Dens in the Moun- 
tains, and Caves in the Earth, and to fortified Places; 
from whencein Spring-time they ſtole out to ſow their 
Land; but towards Harveſt the Amalekites and Midia- 
nites came and incamp'd in their Country, and tarried 
till they had devoured all the Proviſion and Forage 
they could find, and then they return'd, leaving the 
Iſtaelites nothing to ſupport Lite. The poor //raelites 
being ſerv'd thus Yearatter Year, at laſt grew greatly 
impoveriſhed ; which put them in Mind, that by their 
Sins they had drawn this Puniſhment upon themſelves, 
and that the only Remedy was to have Recourſe to the 
Lord, who had permitted theſe Evils to befal them. 
Whilſt they were ſupplicating God for Help, he ſent 
a © Prophet to expoſtulate with them for their Ingra- 
titude, by which he brought them to a Senſe of their 
Folly, and his Juſtice in puniſning them. 
The People being by a due Humiliation prepared for 
Deliverance from the ſad Oppreſſion under which they 
labour'd, God immediately provided an Inſtrument tor 
this great Work in the Perſon of Gideon the Son of Foaf. 
At this Time Gideon was threſhing Wheat, that he might 
hide it from the Midianites: And whilſt he was thus 
imploy'd in providing Suſtenance for his Family, the 
Angel of the Lord appear'd to him, and faid, “ The 
« Ford be with thee, thou mighty Man of Valour.' 
Gideon was ſoon appriz'd by the Manner of this Salu- 
tation, that it was a Meſſage extraordinary, and read! 
ly replied thus: © If the Lord be with us, why then 


t Prophet. Of this Prophet's Name we 
have no farther Account, than that he 
was a Prophet. St. Auguſtine ſuppoſes 

- him to be that Angel which ſoon after 
appear'd to Gideon, but others generally 


ſuppoſe him to be ſome Perſon indued 
with the Spirit of Prophecy by God, af 
ſent to the Iſraelites, as other Prophet 
were. 

z 4 j 
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| An angel talks with Gideon. 
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* is all this befallen us? And where are all his Mira- 
cles, which our Forefathers have told us of, ſay- 
ing, Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt ? 
« But now the Lord hath forſaken us, and dchver'd 
« us into the Hands of the Midianites.“ The Angel 
looking ſtedfaſtly on him ſaid, © Be couragious, and 
« thou ſhalt ſave /rae! from the Hand of the Midia- 
« nites Is it not I that fend thee?” But Gideon, con- 
ſidering his own Weakneſs, and the low Condition of 
his Family, more than the Preſence of him that ſpoke to 
him, r = & In what Capacity am Ito fave //raet, 
« fince my Family is but poor in the Tribe of Ma- 
« Halſeh, and my ſelf the leaſt among them?” The 
Angel to incourage him ſaid, *“ Surely I will be with 
« thee, and thou ſhalt ſmite the Midianites with as 
“much Eaſe as if they were but one Man. 
G:deonupon this began to entertain ſome Hopes, but 
deſiring to know who it was talk'd with him, he faid g 
If now have found Favourin thy Sight, be pleaſed 
© toſhew me ſome Token, whereby I may know that 
«© itis Thou the Lord that talkeſt with me: Wherefore 
* depart not hence, I pray thee, till I return with my 
“Offering, and ſet it before thee.” The Angel pro- 
miſed to tarry; and Gideon having prepared a Kid, 
and ſome unleaven'd Cakes, he came and preſented them 
before the Angel: By whoſe Direction having laid them 
upon the Rock, the Angel with the End of his Staff 
touch'd the Cakes and the Fleſh ;'upon which Fire came 
out of the Rock and conſumed them; and the Angel in- 
ſtantly diſappeared. Gideon upon this was ſenſible that 
it was an Angel that had appeared to him, and crying 
out in Deſpair, ſaid, * Alas, my Lord God! becauſe 
I have {cen an Angel Face to Face, I ſhall die. But 
the Angel, tho? Gideon could not now ſee him, to con- 
frm and comfort him, bid him not fear, for he ſhould 
not die. Gideon, in thankful Remembrance of this 
gracious Interview, and God's Goodneſs to him, built 
n Altar there, and called it Jehovah- Shalom, that is, 
te Lord of Peace. 4X ( 
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The ſame Night the Lord commanded Gideon to de- 
moliſh the Altar of Baal, which in thoſe corrupt Times 
had been erected, and to cut down the Groves there, 
and build an Altar to the Lord his God upon the Top 
of the Rock; after which, to facrifice his Father's 
u ſecond Bullock upon it, which was ſeven Years old, 
and offer it for a Burnt - Sacrifice, with the Wood 
of the Grove which he was to cut down. Gideon rea- 
dily obeys God; but conſidering that it would be dith- 
cult to do this in the Day-time, he reſolves to do it by 
Night; and taking ten of his Servants to afſiſt him, he 
did as God had commanded him. The Inhabitant; 
of the Place being inform'd what Gideon had done, de- 
manded him of his Father, that they might put him to 
Death: But Joaſh would not deliver his Son, reſolute- 
ly ſaying, “If Baal is God, let him revenge himſelf 
& on him that deſtroy'd his Altar.” From which Occa- 
fion Joaſh called his Son Gideon Ferub - Baal; which 
ſignifies, Let Baal avenge. Thus this Tumult ended. 
It was now about the Time when the Midianites and 
Amalekites, with other Eaſtern People, uſed to come and 
plunder the Country, who appearing in a vaſt Body in- 
camp'd in the Valley of Jezreel. Upon which Giden, 
inſpired with a more than ordinary Courage, by Sound ot 
Trumpet ſummon'd all thoſe of his own Family to 
come in quickly to him. Then ſending Meſſengers thro 
the Tribes of Manaſſeh, Aſher, Zebulun and Naphtal, 
they came in ſuch Numbers, that in a ſhort Time he 
could muſter up an Army of two and thirty thouſand 
Men; which were but few in Compariſon of the Ene 
mies Army, which conſiſted of an Hundred thirty-fy 
thouſand Men. Gideon, conſidering the vaſt Odds the 
Enemy had, beg'd of God to give him ſome Omen fo 
an Aſſurance of Succeſs to him and his Men. Th 


n Second. This Bullock is thought by the deftroying this Bullock might 
the Rubbins and others to be called the ſome Meaſure prefigure the breaking“ 
ſecond from the Stall in which it ſtood the Midianiriſh Yoke from the Nec * 
and was fed, which was the ſecond in Tfrael by Gideon; whoſe Name {gow 
Order of Place; and being as many Years a Breaker or Deſtroyer, | 
old, as their Subjection ro Midian was, | 
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Sign he propoſed was, That he laying a Fleece of Wool | 
on the Floor, the Dew ſhould be upon the Fleece on- 
ly, and the Earth round about it ſhould be dry. Which 
the next Morning was done; tor the Ground about it 
was dry, but the Fleece ſo full of Dew, that he wrung 
a Bowl full of Water out of it. Then "inverting the 
former Manner, he defired that the Fleece might be 
dry, and the Ground dewy ; which was likewiſe done. 
G:4e0n, being fully convinced by this double Miracle, 
reſolves forthwith to attack the Enemy. But God 
knowing the Folly and Ingratitude of the //raelites, 
and rightly foreſeeing, that if with this Army they 
ſhould conquer the Midianites, they would vainly im- 
pute it to their own Courageand Numbers, and not to 
his Aſſiſtance; therefore order'd Gideon to make Procla- 
mation in the Camp, that whoſoever was afraid ſhould 
have Liberty to return home. Upon which two and 
twenty thouſand quitted this Expedition, only ten 
thouſand remaining with Gideon. This was a very incon- 
ſiderable Number in Compariſon of the numerous Hoſt 
of the Midianites But yet as few as the Hfraelites were, 
it came within the Verge of Poſſibility, that they might 
defeat their Foes with this Handful of Men: And there- 
fore God, thinking them too many, and reſolvin 
that the whole Action and Victory ſhould appear to be 
his doing, order'd Gideon to bring his Soldiers down to 
the Water, where he would give him a Sign to direct 
him what Men to ſelect for this Buſineſs; which was 
this: They, that took up Water in their Hands and 
| lapped it, ſhould go with him; but they, who laid down 
to drink, ſhould not go. Only three hundred of them 
| drank out of their Hands; whom God commanded him 
to keep with him, and diſmiſs the reſt. But leſt Gideon, 
upon God's reducing his Army to ſo ſmalla Number as 
three hundred Men, ſhould grow diffident of the pro- 
ee der Side l. hi wen ena his Men, and t take off all Suſpicion 


| ion would not have been thus imperti- of Art or Contrivance. 
dent to require a Repetition of the Sign; 


miſed 


1 
miſed Succeſs, God bids him take his Servant Phara, 
and late at Night go to the Enemies Camp and liſten 
where he ſhould hear that which would incourage him. 
Which he accordingly did; and there he heard a Sol- 
dier expounding a Dream to another, which was fo in 
Favour of the Maelites, that he heard his own Name 
mention'd with this Advantage, that God delivered 
the Midianitiſh Army into the Hand of Gideon. 
Gideon having heard this, in humble Gratitude bows 
Himſelf to God; and getting back undiſcovered put 
his Men in order, dividing them into three Companies, 
an hundred in each; he gave to every Man a Trumpet 
and a Pitcher with a burning Lamp in it, charging them 
to obſerve his Motions, and do juſt as they ſhould ſee 
him do. Gideon having thus diſpoſed this little Body of 
Men, put himſelf at the Head of one of them, and giv- 
ing the Signal by breaking the Pitchers and ſounding 
their Trumpets, the reſt did the like, and with a terrible 
Shout they cried out, The Sword of the Lord and of Gi- 
deon ! This Alarm affected their Eyes and Ears with un- 
uſual Objects, and increas'd by the Horror of the 
* Night, ſo added to their Confuſion, that miſtaking 
their own Party, they fell on each other's Sword; God 
having before diſpos'd the Midianites for Deſtruction, 
ſo that Gideon and his Army gain'd an eaſy Victory, hav- 
ing nothing to do but to perſue a flying timorous Enemy. 
In which they were aſſiſted by thoſe that upon Procla- 
mation had deſerted the common Cauſe; who, tho 
they were afraid to fight, yet had Courage to perſue. 
= a to make ſure Work, and to prevent the Midia- 
zites for ſome Ages to give Iſrael any Diſturbance, 
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Night. It is ſaid, Judg. vii. 19. That 
this Action began at the e Nee of the 
middle Watch; which, dividing the Night 
from fix to ſix inta four Watches, as 
molt do, ſhould anſwer to ten at Night 
with us. Bur that ſeems too early, con- 
ſidering how much time mult be ſpent, 
after Gideon had order'd to fer forward, 
in his going to the Midianztiſh Camp, 
ſtaying there to hear the Dream and the 


gain, diſpoſing his Men, and giving the 


Interpretation of it, returning back # 


neceſſary Orders for the Aſſault. Draſin 
on this Place dividing the Night inte 
three Watches only, ſuppoſes this to be 
called the middle Watch, as being tbe 
middlemoſt of the three. Such a Div 
fion running the middle Watch an Hou! 
farther, makes the beginning of it an 
ſwer to our eleven at Night, 

ſends 


ſends to the Ephraimites to poſſeſs themſelves of the 
Paſſes on the Jordan, that fo, few or none of them 
might eſcape. Which they accordingly perform'd,tak- 
ing Oreb and Zeeb, two Midianitiſh Princes, whom the 

flew, and then followed the Perſuit : Which Gideon and 
his Party continued very cloſely till they came to S- 
goth, where being faint and weary they halted, and 2 
leon deſired of the Inhabitants ſome Refreſhment for 
s his Men. The Princes of Succoth knowing that Gideon 
t II with his ſmall Party was in chaſe of Zebah and Zalmunna, 
„ wo of the Kings of Midian, who with fifteen thouſand 
:t Men were fled to Karcer, inſtead of giving Gideon and 
n his Soldiers any Refreſhment, ridicul'd him on the Ac- 


— n — 
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2e count of his little Army, and in Deriſion ask'd him, 


of KF whether he was ſo ſecure of Victory over the Princes 


be perſu'd, as to demand Relief of them? This un- 
ag mannerly and inhoſpitable Treatment ſo incens'd Gideon, 
lc ¶ that he told them, If the Lord gave him Succeſs againſt 


i- Zeba and Zalmunna, he would make them repent their 


in- Incivility. The ſame he threatned to the Inhabitants of 


he Penuel, for the like Rudeneſs; and with his fatigued 
ng Farty continued the Perſuit till he came toKarcor,where 
od the two Midianitiſh Princes with their rallied Forces lay 
on, ¶ thoughtleſs of Danger. But Gideon taking the Advan- 
av- tage of this their Security, ſurpriz' d and defeated them, 
ny. Waking the two Kings Priſoners, whom he brought in 
cla. Triumph with him to Succoth. And call'd the Chiefs of 
tho the Place, Seventy-ſeven in Number, who had before 
ſue. Nupbraided him, to a ſevere Account, chaſtiſing them 

ith Thorns and Briars, as he had before threatned 

hem. Nor was he leſs ſparing to Penuel, whoſe For- 

tifications he demoliſhed, and flew the Governors. 


ng 0 The two captive Kings, Zeba and Zalmunna, had in 
b. s heir March laid all waſte before them, and pur many to 
ode Sword; amongſt whom Gideon's Family ſhar'd the 
; Dis Nommon Fate of the diſtreſs'd at Tabor; and Gideon, in- 
0er ning to ſhew Mercy to the two Kings, if they had 
* hewed any to his Houſe, demanded, what 1 2 
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Men they were whom they had ſlain at Tabor; who an- 
ſwered ſomewhat flatteringly, that they were like him, 
having the majeſtick Appearance of Royal Children. 
Gideon, from their Anſwer concluding they were his 
Brethren, whom they had ſlain, declar'd, if they had 
ſpared them, he would have ſay'd their Lives; bur ſince 
they had kill'd his Brethren, they muſt expect no Mercy. 
Then commanding his Son ether to fall upon them, he 
being but a Youth, and ſomewhat timorous, Gideon 
diſpatched them with his own Hand ; ordering them to 
be {trip'd of their Royal Ornaments, and their Camels 
of their rich Trappings and Furniture. | 
The Ephraimites, who had {lain Oreb and Zee), | 
brought their Heads to Gideon, to let him fee what Ser- 
vice they had done; and beginning to quarrel with G 
deon for not calling upon them at the firſt, he wiſcly 
acified them by magnifying their Service and Succels 
in the Perſuit. And now the Strength of Midian being , 
thus broke by the Slaughter of their whole Army, ia r 
injoyed a Peace of forty Years  - Fo 
2 The //raelites fond of Gideon's Courage and Conduct FF f 
I in this great Deliverance, reſolve to crown his Merit I f 
with the Settlement of the Government on him and his 15 
Family. But Gideon, well knowing the Honour of in 
this Victory was not due to him, but God, modeſtly and pr 
generouſly declin'd their Offer, ſaying; © I will not 
& rule over you, neither ſhall my Son, but the Lord * 
ce ſhall rule over you: Vet to let you ſee I do not light I S 
. 6% your Kindneſs, I will requeſt one Thing of you; and ci 
{4 c that is, that you will give me the Ear- rings of you 
c“ Plunder.” To this they all readily conſented, and 
| ſpreading a Garment on the Ground, they threw in thc 
"i Ear-rings, which by Weight amounted to one thouſand 
4 ſeven hundred v Shekels of Gold; beſides the rich Or- C 
naments and Robes of the Kings, with the Chains that | 


V Shehels, If the Shekel of Gold was thouſand feven hundred Shekels would 
in value fifteen Shillings of Engliſh Mo- amount to one thouſand two hun! 
ney, as Godwyz computes it; theſe one ſeyenty and five Pounds. 

| | - war 
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were upon the Camels Necks. Of this Gold Gideon 
made an 2 Ephod, and plac'd it in his own City Ophrah, 
where he dwelt, as a Monument of this Victory. Which 
in Time, by a wrong Uſe, and contrary to the Will 
of Gideon, prov'd a Snare to his Family, and indeed to 
the whole Houſe of //rael. . | 
After this Victory Gideon lived forty Years, he and 
all raet injoying a profound Tranquillity. But no 
{ooner was he dead, than //rael fell into their old Sins 
of Idolatry and Ingratitude, not only to God, but to 
the Memory of Gideon their Deliverer. Gideon by ſe- 
veral Wives had ſeventy Sons; and by a Concubine he 
had one Son, whom he named Abimelech. And tho? 
Gideon had refus'd the Government of //razl, both for 
himſelf and his Sons, yet as ſoon as he was dead, his 
Son Abimelech, an aſpiring Youth, ſuggeſting to his 
Mother's Family at SHechem, that his _— Brethren 
would uſurp the Government over them, advis'd them 
to conſider, whether it would not be better for them 
to be govern'd by one, than by ſeventy Perſons, at the 
lame Time putting them in Mind, that he was of their 
Family and Kindred. His Relations upon this Suggeſ- 
tion propos'd Advancement to themſelves, which they 
inſinuated to the Shechemites; who cloſing with the 
Project, contrive how to advance Ahimelech to the Go- 
Ephod. The Ephod was the upper 
Garment which the Prieſt wore upon his 
Shoulders. Gideon's Deſign in making 
this Ephod is variouſly queſtion'd by 
Commentators, Some will have it, that 
he made an Idol, and that from Judges 
viii. 27, Iſrael went a Whoring after it, 
which was the Rnin of Gideon and his Fa- 
miy. But this Inference is taxen wrong; 
tor who can ſuppoſe, that a Man familiar 


with God, and choſen by him, as Gideon 
was, after ſo ſignal a Victory, as he by 


in general, and other neceſſary Utenſils 
belonging to the Prieſtly Office; whicke | 
the Iſraelites, after Gideon's Death, per- 
verted to idolatrous Uſes, For the Text 
fays, during Gideon's Lite, which laſted 
forty Years after this Victory, the Iſrae- 
lites lived peaceably forty Years, and that 
Gideon died in a good Age; which we 
cannot ſuppoſe if he had been an Idola- 
ter; nor can it be inferr'd from hence, 
that his Houſe was ruin'd in his times 
for he left ſeventy Sons behind him; ſo 
that this Ruin befel his Family in the 
general Ruin of Irael, when they fell 
into inteſtine Feuds and Idolatry. So 
that we may juſtly conclude that Gideos 
made this Ephod with no other Inten- 
tion, but that it might be a laſting No. 
nument of the vidtory obtained by 1/rael 


over Misian. 
Vernmenty« 


had gain'd, ſhould turn Idolater? Others 
think that Gideon made of this Gold a 
Military Garment, as a Monument of this 
Victory, which the Iſraelites after turn'd 
into an Idol. Bur St, Auguſtin, with ſome 
more ſeem to take it right, and by the 
Eptod underſtand ſ. acerdotal Ornamgns 
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vernment; and that Money might not be wanting to 
forward the Deſign, they took ſome out of the Trea- 
ſury of their God Baal-berith, and gave it to Abimelech, 
who with it hired a Company of diſſolute Fellows to 
attend him. With theſe Ruffians he repaired to his 
deceaſed Father's Houſe at Ophrah, where he ſciz'd 
Sixty-nine of his Brethren, and flew them upon one 
Stone; the youngeſt, named Fozham, having timely 
Notice, eſcaping. Soon after this bloody and unnatu- 
ral Execution, the HHechemites having nothing to fear 
from Gideon's Houſe, aſſembled together at Millo, and 
choſe Abimelech b King. | 

When young Jotham heard this, he went to the Top 
of Mount Gerizim, where in a © Parabolical Oration 
he repreſented to the Shechemites, how his Father Je- 
e Why (Gideon) having refus'd to have the Govern- 
ment of Hrael ſettled upon him and his Family; and 
that they had now diſpoſed of it to one, as much in- 
ſerior in Virtue and Honour to Gideon and his lawful | 
Sons, as the Bramble is to the Olive, Fig - Tree or 1 
Vine; he expoſtulated the Injury done to is Family, © 


and reproach'd them with their Ingratitude : © If you Y 
ce have done truly and ſincerely in making 4bimelech N © 
« King; and if you have dealt well with Zerub-Baal Il ” 
c and his Houſe, who merited ſo well of you: (For iſ ©* 
&« my Father fought for you, and delivered you from hit 
& the Oppreſſion of Midian, and yet you have riſen up bu 
c againſt my Father's Houſe this Day, and have lain N P!! 


c his Sons, and made Alimelech, the Son of his Con- 
ce cubine, King, becauſe he is your Brother.) If you 
„e have done well in this, then rejoice in AMimelech 


a Stone, Some will have this Stone to 
de an Altar, dedicated by Abimelech to 
the Idol Baal, and erected in the ſame 
Place, where his Father Gideon had before 
deſtroyed the Altar of Baal, to recom- 
pence the Diſgrace done by him to the 
Idol. 

d Ning. In this Choice there were nei- 
ther the Call of God, nor the Conſent of 


the People; (who ſeldom, except in 


tumultuous manner, had any thing to © 
with things of this nature) for Abimet 
was not appointed King by the Body dt 
the Iſraelites, but by a few diſorderly ſe 
ditious Shechemites, without the Kno, 
ledge of Judah or the other Tribes; an! 
reigned only in Shechem. im, 

© Parabolical. See Fudg. ix. d. Wer; 

ce and 


” - 
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ce and let him rejoice in you. But if not, let 4 Fire 
« come out from Abimelech and devour the Men of 
« Shechem, and the Houſe of Millo; and let them de- 
„ © vour him.” Jotham having thus delivered himſelf 
to the Shechemites made his Eſcape to Beer, where he 
liv'd ſecure from Abimelech's Rage. And within three 
Years afterwards his Curſe was verified both upon Abi- 
melech and the Shechemites z for they conſpired againſt 
Abimelech, attempting to ſeize or kill him. But being 
diſappointed of their Purpoſe, they join'd another pro- 
fligate Wretch, and his Company, one that liv'd by 
the Spoil of others, as the Shechemites did. His Name 
was Gaal, the Son of Ebed, an impudent Boaſter, but 
a very Coward. 
* Gaal being ſet at the Head of this diſſolute 2 
ravag d the Country uncontroul'd for ſome Time, ſpoil- 
nd ing the Vineyards of the Shechemites who made Abime- 
n- King; and in their Mirth and Jollity they deſpiſed 
ul Aimelech; but none ſpoke with more Contempt of him 
or chan Gaal. The wild Carriage of this fooliſh Fellow 
ſoon reach'd the Ear of Zebul, who was Abimelech's 
Vice-Roy in Shechem; but he not being ſtrong enough 
a to chaſtiſe him for his Inſolence, ſends privately to Abi= 
11] velech, to acquaint him that Gaa/and his mad Crew were 
For come to Shechem, and had fortified the City againſt 
n him, adviſing him to come by Night, and lie in Am- 
buſcade till the next Morning, that ſo he might ſur- 
| prize them. Abimelech approves of the Stratagem, 
and forthwith put it in Execution; which ſucceeded 
ſo well, that Gaal and thoſe that followed him were 
defeated and ſlain; and the next Day he ſtormed the 
Place and took it; and to expreſs his Reſentment more 
turiouſly, after he had demoliſh'd the City, he ſowed 
t with e Salt. But during theſe Tranſactions, _ 
| | > that 


Fre. That is, let Abimelech be 2 © Salt, This was an old Cuſtom of” 
| Scourge to the Shechemites , and they to puniſhing Cities tor Treachery. Not chat 
me in Expiation of their Injuſticeand the Strowing of Salt lignified drying 
"$'Rityde to the Houſe gf Gideon, up, & rendering of the Soil _ 
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that eſcap'd the Fury of the Conqueror's Sword, and 
had fled to the Tower, ſeeing the Houſes of the City | 
thrown down, not ſuppoſing themſelves ſafe in the | 
Tower, took Sanctuary in a Fort belonging to the 
Temple of their God Berithb Which Abimelech hear- 
ing, he takes an Ax in his Hand, and commanding his 
Army to do the ſame, he marches up to Mount Malmo, 
where grew a Grove of Trees, and cutting down a 
Bough, he laid it on his Shoulder and brought it to 
the Fort. The reſt did the ſame, and when they had 
laid the Boughs together, Abimelech ſet them on Fire; 
by which about a thouſand Men and Women were de- 
. ftroyed. 

This Succeſs incourag'd Abimelech to attack the City 
of Thebez, which he took by Storm: But there being 
a ſtrong Tower in the City, the Inhabitants fled thither, 
and maintain'd it for ſome Time againſt all the Force of 
Abimelech , which ſo irritated the impatient Conqueror, 
that perſuing his Fate, he came near the Tower to in- 
courage his Men, and facilitate the Taking it by his 
Preſence z but preſſing too near the Door, with a De- 
ſign to have ſet it on Fire, a Woman from above caſt 
down Piece of a Milſtone upon his Head, which 
broke his Skull. Abimelech finding himſelf mortally 
wounded, call'd haſtily to his Armour-bearer, and com- 
manded him to diſpatch him, that it might not be faid 
he died by the Hand of a Woman. His Servant obcys 
him, and the Report of his Death is no ſooner ru- 
mour'd among the Troops, but they diſpers'd: Thus 
were Abimelech and the Shechemites Scourges to each 
other, and Jotham's Curie compleated in the Fate o 

both. 

Tola the Son of Phua, Uncle by the Father's Side 
to Abimelech, of the Tribe of 1/achar, was appoint 


for there was no Occaſion for that in an was accompliſh'd ; for Abimelech, th 
inhabited Town) but to-ſhew. the De- not a lawful King, yet ſerv'd the St 
teſtation of their Rebellion, and that mites juſtly, who after they had mas 
hereafrer none ſhould rebuild or repeople him their King, revolted from him. 
it. In this Action part of Jotham's Curſe | 
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lead's 


corrupt Morals too often proceeding 


| ed Ruler or Judge of //ac! in his Stead. Of whom 
nothing is recorded, but that he govern'd //7ae! three 
C and twenty Years. To him ſucceeded Fair of Gilead, 
c who reigned two and twenty Years. After which, 
. God being provok'd by the Idolatry of the //raeltres, 
18 he permitted the Philiſtines, Amorites and Ammonites 
ly to over-run their Country as they picas'd tor eighteen 
a Years: And in the laſt Year the Ammonites bent their 
0 whole Force againſt the Tribes of Judah, Benjamin and 
id Ephraim. The 1/raelites finding themſelves not able 
c to deal with the vaſt Numbers of their Enemies, be- 
come ſenſible of their Follies, by which they had pro- 
vok'd God to puniſh them thus; and therefore acknow- 
ty ledging their Sin of idolatry they beg of God to afliſt 
ng FF them this one Time. God upbraids them with their 
cr, Ingratitude, and to increaſe the Pungency of their 
of Sorrow, bids them go cry to the Gods which they 
or, had choſen, and try if they can deliver chem in the 
n- F Time of their Diſtreſs. This was a cutting Reproof to 
his the Iſraelites. However, to recover God's Favour and 
Protection they reform'd; for they put away their Idols, 
-all ¶ and ſerved the Lord. This Method carried ſome Weight 
ich W with it, and God's Mercy return'd as faſt as their Re- 
ally pentance z appointing them Means to effect their De- 
"M- WF liverance. There was at that Time in the half Tribe 
fail WW of Manaſſoh, which ſettled on the other Side of For- 
cy dan, a Man of Note amongſt his People, whoſe Name 
Til" was Gilead, of the Family of that Gilead the Son of 
Thus Machir, to whom Moſes gave the City f Gilead, from 
each whence the F amily were called Gileadites. This Gilead 
ic 00 had ſeveral Sons by his Wife; and he had one Son by a 
80 Concubine, whom he named Jephthah. When Ei- 
5 | o 4 
YOU , See Numb, Xxxil. 4 
| s Concubine. Fephthah was undoubted- 
„ ly Baſtard, and conſequencly covld claim 
5 * d Right of Inheritance or Share of his 


Father's Fortune or Eſtate by the old 

Law, Deut. xxiii. 2. Nor were Baſtards 

Uow'd to be Prieſts in thoſe Days, as 

likewiſe now a-Days, by reaſon of the 

my - the Parents, and their own 
OL, 


from the Neglect in their Education. 


From hence ſome may be apt to call in 
Queſtion God's Diſpenſation, in making 
Fephthah ſo great an Inſtrument of his 
Glory. To which I anſwer : 1. God 
hath preſcribed Laws to Men, but none 
to himſelf; and can alter his Diſpenſa- 
tion according to the Circumſtances and 

Conditions 
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lead's lawful Sons were grown up, they thruſt out Jeh- 
thah, telling him, that being not born in lawful Matri- 
mony, he ſhould have no Inheritance among them. 
Fephthah upon this, ſuſpecting worſe Uſage, haſten'd 
from them, and took up his Station in the Land of 20; 
which Place being very ſubject to the Depredations and 
military Expeditions of the Enemy, Jephthah the ra- 
ther choſe for his Reſidence, being himſelf naturally 
brave and forward upon Occaſion. In their Excur- 
ſions againſt the Enemy he always diſtinguiſh'd him- 
{elf, ſo that at laſt he was courted to accept a Com- 
mand of a Parcel of young Fellows, with whom he 
went a foraging. N | 

In this time of frequent skirmiſhing, the Gileadites 
being hardly preſs' d by the Ammonites, reſolv d upon a 


War, but wanted a General. Wherefore at a general 


Meeting of their Chiets it was agrecd on, that he that 

ſhould firſt attack the Ammonites ſhould be their Ge- 

neral. Then bethinking themſelves of Zephthah, whom 
they knew to be a Man of Courage and Conduct, they 
_ addreſs'd themſelves to him, and offer'd him the Com- 
mand of their Army. Fephthah ſurpriz'd at this ſud- 
den Change, ask'd them what they meant, who had 
expell'd him his Father's Houle; and could they e 
pect any Succour from him 1n their Diſtreſs? 'They 
acknowledg'd their preſent Diſtreſs was the only Mo- 


tive of their coming, and repeated their Inſtances to 


him to go with them. 

Fephthah conſidering the Caſe and Temper of the 
3 who had once us'd him ill, and probably might 
do ſo again, was reſolv'd to be upon ſure Terms with 
them: If I go along with you (ſays he) and ſuccecd 
* againſt the Ammonites, ſhall I be your Ruler after 
“ wards?” Their Neceſſity was ſo prefling at this 


Conditions of Men without Violation in a Share of God's Bleflings, they beit 

a human Senſe, 2. He diſpens'd with excluded from the Benefit of che La 

the Law in this Caſe to ſhew that thoſe nor by their own, but by their Parent 

chat are baſely born ought not to deſpond, Fault. | 

bur by a virtuous and good Life expect Ti 
Ine 


2 


being 
Ee Law 
Parents 


Wins 
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Time, that they readily conſented, ſolemnly ingaging 
that he ſhould. Upon this Zephthah went with them, 
and the People made him Captain ver them; Jephthab 
repeating the Covenant or Agreement between them 
and him before the Lord in A77zpeb. = 

Fephthah having the Security he propos'd for the E- 
ſtabliſhment of the Government upon himſelf, ſends 
Ambaſſadors to the King of Ammon to demand the 
Reaſon of his invading the //rac/;ites. To which the 


Ammonitiſh King reply'd, that the Land was his, and 


that the //-aelites upon their coming out of Egypt took 
it from the Ammonites; which now he demanded, or 
would make them reſtore it. Jephthah by other Am- 
baſſadors tells him the Caſe from the Begiiming: That 
the //raelites in their Paſſage from Egypt being denied 
to paſs thro' the Countries of Edom and Moab, were 
forc'd to fetch a great Compaſs till they came to the 
Land of the Amorites; where they were not only re- 
fus d a Paſſage, but attack d in an hoſtile Manner by the 


 Amoritiſh King, whom the Iſcaelites defeated in a pitch'd 


Battle, fairly conquering not only the Kingdom of the 
Amorites, but whatſocver elſe belonged to $7hoz the 
Amoritiſh King: Who having before taken from the 
King of Moab the Land now 1n 8 Diſpute, it tell with 
the reſt by Conqueſt from the Amorite to Iſiael; be- 
tides, he confirm'd Iſrael's Title by a long Preſcription 
of three hundred Y ears peaceable Injoyment. But 
theſe Reaſons would not do with the King of Au- 
non, who march'd directly againſt the //7aelites, and 
was by them as warmly received. But before the Action 
began, Jephthah, the more readily to ſecure himſelf of 
ictory, made this Vow to the Lord: „ If (fays he) 
thou wilt give me Succeſs againſt the Ammonites this 
Pay, whatſoever cometh forth of mine Houle to 
meet me, when J return, I will ſurely conſecrate to 
the Lord, k or I will offer it up for a Burnt-Offering. 
| | = | To 

© Diſpute, See Numb. xxi. 26. vow, and the Execution of it, as moſt 


d or, | ; lations expreſs and repreſent it, 
> Or = Body can read Jephthaß's Tranlati p po 
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To this Victory of Fephthah'sa Civil War ſuccecded, 


between the Tribe of Ephraim and the Tribe of Gilead. 


without Horror and Amazement. To 
find a Man, and that not a wild Barha- 
rian, but an Iſraclite, offering in a Burnt- 
Offering a young, innocent, and, no 
Doubt, beautiful and virtuous Maid; to 
find an indulgent, fond Father burning 
the Fruit ot his own Body, his own 
Child, nay and his dutiful and obedient 
Child too; the Object of his Hopes and 

reſent Comforts; to find him, whom 
the Apoſtle lifts in the Catalogue of the 
moſt pious and faithful Worthies of the 
old Teſtament, vowing to offer a human 
Sacrifice to God, at the very time in 
which the Scripture ſays, the Spirit of 
the Lord was upon him; and putting 
his Vow afterwards in Execution, tho? 
human Sacrifices were hateful to the 
Lord, provoked bim utterly to deſtroy 
the Caraanites, and kxindled his Indig- 
nation againſt the Iſraelites, when they 
brought the King of Moab to the ſad 
Neceſſity of offering bis eldeſt Son for a 
Brrr;:t-Offermng uten the Wall of his City, 
2 Kings iii. 27. I ſay, to find a'l this 
is very puzzling and unaccountable. But 
it is very ſtrange, that Tranſlators ſhould 
have render'd ſeveral Paſſages of this Vow 


in favour of fuch a cruel and barbarous 


Senſe; eſpecially ours, who knew that 
the Words could very well admit of a 
very different and reaſonable Meaning , 
as may be ſeen in the Notes they have 
ſer down in the Margin of the 31ſt and 
4oth Verſes of that Chapter, No Body 
can deny, but that the Word which. is 
render'd and, ſignifies or, ina great ma- 
ny Places of Scripture: Tho? ſome there 
are who ſay, that the Propriety of Speech 
will not admit of tranſlating or for and 
in this Place. But ſurely they would not 
think ſo, it they had conſider'd, that the 
Words, fhall be the Lord's, ſhould be 
more properly render'd, ſhall be conſecrat- 
ed to the Lord; that is, dedicated and 
ſer apart for God's ſpecial Service as the 


Nazarenes were, And that it is in ſuch 


2 Caſe as this, that Fephbthah is ſaid to 
have done according to his Vow, is clear, 
becauſe it is immediately ſubjoined, And 
ſhe knew no Alan; for if ſhe was ſacri- 
ficed juſt as ſhe came down from the 
Mount, this Expreſſion is altogether ſu- 
perflious, becauſe it is plain enough from 
her bewailing her Virginity for two 


'The 


Months, that ſhe had known no Man 
before; and it is very certain ſhe could 
know no Man after. So that it is very 
natural to underſtand the Words thus; 
That Fephthah according to his Vow had 
ſer apart his Daughter for God's ſpecial 
Service, and that ſhe continued unmar- 
ried; which will mote fully appear, if 
we conſider, that the Words, which are 
render'd to lament in the following Verſe, 
fignify alſo to talk with. But againſt this 
it is laid, that Parents had no Power to 
oblige their Children to a fingle Life. 
To which I anſwer, 1. That this Obje- 
&ion militates more againſt the other 
Opinion. For if the want of a Right 
to do a Thing be an Argument that that 
Thing is not done, then the more De- 
grees of Injuſtice and Unlawfulneſs there 
are in any Thing, the more boldly we 
may conclude, that it has not been done. 
So that if it follows, that if Jephthah 
did not oblige his Daughter to perpetual 
Virginity, becauſe he had no juſt Power 
to do ſo, then it is moſt evident that he 
did not ſacrifice her, becauſe ſuch an 
Action was impious and barbarovs, and 
contrary to the Laws of God, of Nature 
and Humanity. 2. Fephthah's not having 
a Right to oblige his Daughter to per- 
petual Virginity , only proves that he 
ſhould not have done it, and not that he 
did it not. For he might have thought 
he had a Right, or out of blind Zeal 
fancied himſelf obliged to perform his 
inconſiderate and unlawful Vow ; and it 
is much more reaſonable to ſuppoſe this, 
than to imagine him to have been ſo 

groſly ignorant, as not to have known 

the Barbarity andImpiety of humandacri- 

fices, or ſo very ſtupidly zealous, as to have 

performed ſo abominable an Action, if 

he could have been capable of vowing 

it. But then, 3. It cannot be proved, 

that Fathers had not ſuch a Right un- 

der the Law, It's plain they had 4 


power todedicatetheir Children to God's | 


culiar Service, and to oblige them 10 
everal Things, ſomewhat uneaſy to Fleſh 
and Blood. It's likewiſe plain, that Fi: 
thers were to determine what was Fe 
ſonable for their Children, while unde! 
their Care, to vow and promiſe; 
cauſe the Vows made by ſuch Children 


fienified nothing without the Father“ 
* * Conſent; 
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The Ephraimites were an ambitious quarrelſom People, 
| 1 3 and 


/ Conſent; but that if the Father did al- afterwards be redeemed with Money, at 

low them, Every Vow and Bond with the Valuation of the Prieſt, or not re- 
: which they bound their Son!, was to ſtand, deemed, at the Vower's Choice; and if 
1 Numb. xxx. 4, 5. From which it ap- not redeemed, might be ſold, as appears 
7 


pears, that Parents might adviſe their by the Law, Levit. xviii. 21. 
Children to reaſonable Vows, and, with It hath been objected), that Joſephus, 


4 their Conſent, bind them to any Thing Philo, and many of the Fathers, are for 1 
1 chat was not unlawful, and that if the the common Notion of Fephthah's ſa- 1 
15 Father did vow any Thing in the Name crificing his Daughter. I have as great | . 
1 ot his Child, which the Child did not a Veneration for the Ancients as any » 1 


agree to, that then the Father was for- but we are to follow no Body blindly. N 


* given; as the Children were when their It is very probable, that the Fathers be- 
5 Vows were difallowed by their Father, lieved ſo on the Teſtimony of theſe two 
bo MW which is ſufficient to anſwer this Ob- Jews; and ſo ſhould I roo, if they had 
"I jection. any certain Tradition to build their Aſ- 


But it is farther ſaid, that if this had ſertion on. But ſince they want this, 
been all that Jephthah had vow'd, he it's to be look'd upon as their private 


bt had not been ſo much troubled as he Opinion, for which we are to have no 
it was, when at his Return in Triumph greater Value, than the Reaſons, which 
BY his Daughter met him; for it is ſaid, they give for it, do deſerve, The Fa- 
re He rent his Clothes, and ſaid, alas my thers were too much wedded to the Vi- 
wo Danghter, thou haſt brought me ver) low, ſions and Fancies of the Fews, and eſpe- 
ne, ai thou art one of them that trouble me. cially of Foſephus and Philo; which often 
* hut they that think ſo, ſeem to be Stran- betrayed them into the Belief of ſeveral 
wa] gers to the Old Teſtament Notions, and ridiculous Whims; and particularly of 
ver MW © buman Nature, Ir appears from ſe- that ſenſeleſs Opinion of the Angels be- 
he veral Places of che Old Teſtament, that Peruns Giants on the Women that were 
an the being without Children, and conſe- before the Deluge; which they took to 
ang quently perpetual Virginity, was look'd be the Meaning of theſe Words in Geneſis, 
ture upon as a Curſe and Reproach; and That the Sons of God went in unto the 
710g how deſirous Men are to ſee their Po- Daughters of Men. | | 
per⸗ ſterity increaſe, is very evident. So that In Fudg. xi. 40. we read, That the 

he it is no way ſtrange to find Fephthah Daughters of Iſrael went yearly to la- 
t he troubled and rending his Clothes, when ment Jepht hab's Daughter; but the Mar- 
aoht his only Child was to live and die un- gin more properly ſays, to talk with her, 
Teal der this Reproach, when he ſaw his in which Pagnine, Arrias Montanus, Tre- 


\ his Family extin& , and himſelf excluded mellius and Junius do agree; and by this 
ad it from all Hopes of Poſterity, and parti- Verfion of talking with her, may reaſo- 


this culirly from the Hopes of having the nably be meant that they went yearly to 
en ſo Meſſiah to come of his Seed; which was viſit her after her being dedicated to the 
own the genera! Hope and Deſire of all the Service of God. From which likewiſe 
acti: Haelitiſh Women. may very well be inferred, That ſhe was 


have But beſides what hath been urged a- alive long after her Father had perform - 
n, if Ninſt Jepht hab's ſacrificing his Daugh- ed his Vow upon her, and after his 
wing ber, what we have before mention'd of Death too; for he reigned over 1ſraet 
wed, he tranſlating the or inſtead of and, we but fix Years. : 

- un- may very fairly ſuppoſe, that by this =Fephthah's ſacrificing his Daughter is 
ad 2 ou, Jephthah had regard to the Firneſs by our ingenious Countryman Dr. Brown 
God's WF © the Subject, or Thing vowed for a placed among his Vulgar Errors, where 
em to Wi burnt-Offering. So that if what came he very learnedly refutes it by Authori- 
forth to meet him were not fit for a ty of Scripture and Reaſon. In fine, 
ar F- becrifce, then it ſhould be offered for from what hath been ſaid, it is reaſona- * 
s re: Burnt-Offering. Now the Things, that ble to conclude, that Fephthah did not 
under WM vere not fit for Sacrifice, were Man- ſacrifice his Daughter? and that part of 
; be kind and unclean Beaſts and Birds. But ver. 31, of Jadg. xi. ſhall be the Lord's, 
ildren i tough theſe might not be offered in and I will offer it p for a Burnt-Offer- 


arher's . &crihic iS ht thus to be tranſlated, I will 
ather' e yet they might be yowed, and ing, ought thus ———_ 
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and this was i not the firſt Inſtance of their Temper, 
which formerly went no further than Words: But now 
the mutinous Ephraimites carry it further, and with as 
little Reaſon. For afſembling their Forces together, 
they came upon Fephthah, and demand why he tought 
the Zmmonites without them? Jephthah very calmly ex- 
poſtulates the Matter with them, and caſts the Blame 
wholly upon themſelves, who refuted to come to his 
Aſſiſtance when the Ammonites attack'd him. The un- 
reaſonable Ephraimites were ſo inraged at this juſt Re- 
proach, that, having nothing to urge in Vindication of 
themſelves, and depending on their Numbers, threatned 
to burn hisHouſe over his Head. Jephthah finding it to no 
Purpoſe to reaſon longer with them, muſters what Force 
he could in fo ſhort Time, and being fluſh'd with the 
late Succeſs, reſolves to fight the Ephraimites; who had 


no reaſon to deſpiſe them, by calling them Fugitives of | 
Ephraim; for the Gileadites needed no Reproach to 


rowſe or whet their Courage, eſpecially under the Con- 


duct of their valiant General Fephthah. The Armics 


Join, and after a ſhort but ſharp Diſpute the Fortune of 
the Battel declar'd for Gilead, Ephraim being forc'd to 
fly. Tephthah reſolving to make ſure Work, and pre- 


vent the Ephraimites from diſturbing him quickly, {c- | 


cures all the Paſſes on the Jordan, which thoſe Ephrai- 
mites that eſcap'd inthe Fight, mult of neceſſity pals, to 
get Home : So that as faſt as any of them came thither, 
if upon Examination they own'd themſelves Ephrai- 
mites, they were put to the Sword: If any denied, they 
ene the Teſt, which was to pronounce the Word 

SHIBBOLETH, Which they could not do either thro' 


conſecrate it to the Lord, or T will offer it not called at firſt to the Battel, they took 
wp for a Burnt- Offering, in Proportion upon them to reprehend Gideon very 
to the Circumſtance of the Perſon or ſharply for the Affront; which be like 
Creature that firſt ſhould meet him. a prudent Man took patiently, and ap- 
i Not the fit. Tho' Gideon had call- peaſed them with good Words, extolling 
ed the Ephraimites to aſſiſt in the Per- their Valour, and applauding their Suc- 
ſuit of the Midianites, and had given ceſs. 
them the Advantage of Plunder, and * Shibboleth. Which ſignifies a Stream» 
Honour of taking of Oreb and Zeeb, two Watez-Courle or falling of Waters. 
Princes of Midian, yet becauſe they were - Fear 
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Fear or Infatuation, calling it S1BB0LETH, which 
S {ſmall Variation coſt them their Lives. In this Action 
and Perſuit there were {lain two and forty thouſand of 
the Zphraimres. 
; Fephthah having thus ſucceſsfully rid himſelf both of 
Z his foreign and domeſtick Enemies, ſpent the reſt of his 
> Lite in Peace, which laſted not long, for the whole Time 
; of his Adminiſtration was but of fix Years Continuance. 
- Tephthah is ſucceeded by /bzan of Bethlehem, of whom 
5 there is nothing more recorded, than that he had thirty 


f Y Sons and thirty Daughters, and that he reign'd ſeven 
d Years. Elona Zebulonite ſucceeded /bzan, who govern- 
6 ed 7/rae] ten Years; and after him Abdon ruled eight: 


All that is ſaid of this laſt is, that he had forty Sons, and 
10 thirty Grandſons. In theſe three Reigns Iſiael injoyed a 


id Peace of three and twenty Years ; in which Time grow- 
of ing wanton they laps'd into their former Sins; by which 
50 they provoked God to puniſh them, which he did, in 
n- delivering them into the Hands of the Philiſtines. 
ies Samſon, who was the laſt of thoſe, Who are accounted 
of extraordinary Judges of //7ael, is ſuppos'd to have been 
to born about the Time of m Jephthah's Victory. His 
e Birth being attended with unuſual Events and Circum- 

ſe-ſtances, we will relate the Particulars. Samſon was the 

he Son of Manoah a n Danite, whole Wife having been 


to long barren, the Angel of the Lord appeared to her 
when ſhe was alone, and told her ſhe ſhould conceive 


Cl : . | 
a- and bear a Son, directing her how to manage and or- 
a0 8 9 0 - 
4 | Extraordinary. That is, Judges or And when he took upon him the Ad- 
01 Deliverers raiſed up in an extraordina- miniſtration. : 
wo WM y manner. Others were raiſed at the ® Danite. The Tribe of Dan border- 
time when they were wanted: But Sam- ing upon the Philiſtines was molt expoſed 
k ſon was promiſed for a Deliverer before to their Incurſions and Invaſions, and 
800 he was born. Therefore becauſe there therefore God out of that Tribe choſe 
5 were many extraordinary Things that Samſon for a Judge and Revenger. Which 
e ike happened, both leading to, and attending is very agreeable to the Prophecy of Ja- 
d o his Birth, it is very proper to trace his cob when he bleſſed his Sons a little be- 
olling Hiſtory from the beginning. fore his Death. Dan ſhall be a Serpent 
5 m Fephthah's. Allowing Samſon to by the Way, an Adder by the Path, biting 
have been born at this Time, he muft Ve Heels of the Horſe, ſo that his Rider 
Lreams be ar leaſt thirty Years old at the Death ſhall fall backward, 
. of Abdon; his immediate Predeceſſor: 
Feu 14 der 
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der her ſelf whilſt ſhe was with Child, by forbearing 
Wine or ſtrong Drink, and all unclean Meats; and that 
after ſhe was delivered of him, ſhe ſhould not o ſhave his 
Head, for he ſhould be a Nazarite unto God from his 
Birth, and ſhould begin to deliver //rae! from the Op- 


preſſion of the Philiſtines. The Womanacquaints her 


Husband with this Interview between her and the An- 


gel; and he being not ſo much ſurpriz'd as overjoyed 


at the Hopes of having a Son, had the Curioſity to ſec 
this divine Meſſenger himſelf, his Pretence for it being 
to be further inſtructed in the Management of the 
Child when he ſhould be born. God graciouſly an- 
ſwered his Requeſt, and the Angel again appeared, re- 
peating to the expecting Couple the former Inſtructi- 
ons. The Angel appearing in human Shape, Manoah 
took him to be a Man of God, and preſſed him to ac- 
cept of an Entertainment. The Angel told him he 
would not, but advis'd him to expreſs his Gratitude 
in a Burnt-Offering to the Lord. Mamnoah according- 
ly prepares a Kid and a Meat-Offering, and offered it 
upon aRock unto God, and then the Angel ina won- 
derful Manner diſcover'd himſelf, which before he re- 
fus'd to do at Manoah's Importunity; for when the 
Flame aſcended from the Altar, the Angel aſcended in 


it and difappear'd. Now poor Manoah begins too late, 


he fears, to repent his curioſity, and both he and his 
Wife proſtrate themſelves on the Ground; but he 
looking upon himſelf and Wife as loſt, cry'd out, 
Fe ſhall furely die, becauſe we have dar'd to ſee God. 
But the good Woman arm'd with more Reaſon and 
Courage argues with her timorous deſponding Hus- 


© Fhave. Long Hair was eſteemed ve» Hair after by Dalilab, it was done in: 
ry much among the Fews, and here Sam- fraudulent Manner and with a hoſtile In- 
ſon's Mother was forbid to cut his Hair, tent, not only to deprive him of his Hair, 
becauſe he was to bea Nazariteunto the bur of his Strength, that ſo they might 
3 that is, dedicated to the Lord, the deſtroy him, Beſides it may be ſaid 00 

anRity of his Conſecration conſiſting in be done in Judgment upon him for ſut- 
his long àud uncut Hair, which was a fering himſelf to be deluded by an nh- 
token not only of Beauty, but of Majeſty del Harlot. Dy RE. 
and Yeneration, As to the cutting off his + np 


band 
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band, and tells him, 'That if the Lord had intended 


to deſtroy them he would not have accepted an Offer- 


ing from them, nor condeſcended to communicate ſuch 
a Bleſſing to them as he had promiſed. 

According to the appointed Time the Woman was 
delivered of a Son, whom, from the Angel's appear- 
ing the ſecond Time to her, ſhe called Samſon. By 
the Conſequence it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that Sani- 
ſon's Parents obſerv'd the Directions given by the An- 


| gel for his Nurſing and Erudition; for whilſt a Child, 


the Lord bleſſed him ſo that he grew to a wonderful 
. Strength : And while he was but a Youth, the Spirit 


of the Lord began to p move him at certain Times to 


- I cxert himſelf in Actions of Strength and Activity, in 
„che a old Camp of Dan, between Zorah and Eſptaol. 
- Samſon being grown to Man's Eſtate, had a Mind 
e to travel and fee the Country; and coming to Timnah, 
ic a2 City belonging to the Philiſtines, he happened to caſt 
bis Eyes on a beautiful Philiſtine, who ſo captivated the 
it young Hero, that he could not live without her. But 
n- un Duty to his Father and Mother, he would not mar 


in ? Move him. This is an Hebrew Phraſe, 
for it is often uſed upon particular Oc- 
te, caſions, where God very ſignally appear- 


his ed in the Action; bur in none oftner 
than in the Hiſtory of Samſon's Admini- 
he ſtration; for upon every Emergency it is 


laid, The Spirit of the Lord came mpm him. 
Ut, Hence St. Ambroſe obſerves on Luke i. 17. 
' He ſhall go before him in the Spirit and 
90. £ os 
| Power of Elias; thefe two, the Spirit and 
and Power (which is Fortitude) are always 
lus- join'd together: For all Fortitude, whe- 
ther in atrempring or ſuffering, is from 
the Holy Ghoſt, that inſpires us. Thus 
John the Baptif# is ſaid to have the Spi- 
„ and Power of Elias: And the Angel 
Gabriel ſaid to the Bleſſed Virgin, The 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the 
Power of the moſs High ſhall overſhadow 
thee, And our blefled Lord tells his A- 
poſtles, Acts i, 8. Te ſhall receive the Power 
of the Hoh Ghoſt coming upon you. Whence 
ve ſee Power is always attributed to the 
Hoy Ghoſt; and therefore the Septuagint 


e- without their Conſent. The fond Parents expoſtulated 


very aptly in this Place turn it, The Spi- 
Tit of the Lord began to go along with him. 
Judg. xiii. 25. Thar is, always infpired 
and ſtimulated him on to the Perform- 
ance of godly and heroick Actions. The 
Spirit of Fortitude was with him from the 
Lord to firengthen him; ſaith the Chaldee 
Paraphraſe: 
401d Camp. This Camp of Dan was 

probably that Place, where the Danites 
pitched their Camp in their Expedition 

and Enterprize againſt Laiſh, Judg. xviii 
11. For it is not at all likely, that the 

Philiſtines, who had the Iſraelites at that 
Time under an intire SubjeQion, ſhould 
ſuffer them to have any ſtanding Camp. 
And, if the Reader looks back a little, 
this is another Argument, that the Sto- 
ry of Micah, and of the Danites Expe- 

ition, was tranſacted before Samſon's 
Time, tho* by the Compilers of the Bi- 
ble they are related after, as the Story 
of Joh is. 
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with their Son the Unreaſonableneſs of the Match, in 
offering to marry into anuncircumciſed Family. But 
the amorous Youth conſulting his Paſſion more than 
Religion, was ſo preſſing in his Requeſt to his Parents, 
that their Indulgence was not Proof againſt it; but to 
gratify him, they went with him to Timnab to ſec this 

eauty, and treat with her Parents about the Marriage. 

As they were on their Journey, Samſon ſtraggling 
from the Company, a young Lion came in a mighty 
Rage out of the Vineyards of Timnah and attack'd him. 
Upon which the* Spirit of the Lord came mightily up- 
on him, ſo that he ſlew the Lion with as much Eale, 


as if it had been a Kid. After this Action he went on 


and overtook his Parents, but acquainted them not 
with this Adventure of the Lion. Being arriv'd at 
Timnah, the Match was ſoon concluded; and not long 
after Samſon and his Parents take another Journey to ſo- 
lemnize the Nuptials; but in their Way to Timna, Sam. 
ſon remembring the Place where he had incountred the 
Lion, his Curioſity led him to ſee what was become 
of the Carcaſs; when, to his great Surprize and Amazc- 
ment, he found in it a Swarm of Bees, with fome 
Honey : Of which, taking ſome in his Hands, he went 
on cating, and when he overtook his Parents he gavc 
them ſome of it, but did not tell them whence he 


Had it. | 


Being arriv'd at Timnah, Samſon entertain'd the Re- 
lations on both Sides for ſeven Days, and to grace the 
Nuptials the more, his Wife's Kindred brought thirty 
of their Prime Youth to bear him Company. To thete 
young Men, Samſon, during the Wedding Feaſt, pro- 
poſed a Riddle, which was this; “ut of the Eater 
ec came forth Meat, and out of the Strong came forth 


„ Sweetneſs.“ He gave them ſeven Days to expound 


the Riddle in, upon Condition that if they expounded 
it, he would give them thirty Garments, and as man} 
Shirts; but if they did not, they ſhould give bim the 

7 Spirit, See Note on the laſt Letter P of this Alphabet. Cal 
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IF 


ſame Number. The young Men not knowing how 
to expound the Riddle, apply'd themſelves to his Wife, 
and perſuaded her to diſcover the Meaning of it. Af- 
ter much Importunity ſhe prevailed upon her Husband, 
who was fo weak as to truſt her with it, and ſhe im- 
mediately told it to thoſe young Men, who came to 
Samſon at the End of the ſeven Days, and ſaid; . What 
« 1s {weeter than Honey, and what is ſtronger than a 
« Lion?” Samſon was ſatisfied his Wife had diſcover- 
ed the Secret; for he knew he had told it to no Body 
elſe; and therefore to let them know he was ſenſible 
of foul Play in the Matter, he with Indignation re- 
ply'd; „If you had not ploughed with my Heifer, 
« you could not have expounded my Riddle.” Then 
yielding his Wager loſt, he prepares to pay it; and 
going to Aſcalon, a City of the Philitines, he flew 


thirty 


Men, whoſe Garments he gave to thoſe that 


had expounded the Riddle. Being incens'd againſt the 
Philiſtines for this unfair Dealing about the Riddle, he 


left Timnah and return'd to his Father's Houle. 


But 


tho' he had entertain'd a juſt Reſentment againſt the 
Philiſtines, yet he retain'd a Fondneſs for his Wife, to 
whoſe Weakneſs he did not to much impute the Diſ- 
covery of the Riddle, as to the Fraud of her Country- 


men. 


Some Time after he return'd to Timnah to viſit 


his Wife, and as a Token of his Affection he brought a 
Kid with him for a Preſent; and preparing to go to 
Bed to her, her Father would not permit him, urging 
for Excuſe, that he thought he ſlighted her, and there- 
iore had given her in Marriage to one of his ! Compa- 
nions; but if he pleas'd, her younger Siſter, who was 


more beautiful, was at his Service. 


This was an additional Provocation , for which 
damſon intends a ſharp Revenge, and which he exe- 
cuted thus. He found Means to catch three hundred 


th 


" Companions, 1 ſuppoſe to one of the is very probable 
ty, that they had provided to bear Treacbery in d 
um Company at the Wedding; and, it the Riddle. 
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t Foxes, which he tied two and two together by the 
Tails, with lighted Torches to them, and drove the 
Foxes into the ſtanding Corn, by which Means he 
burnt not only the Corn, but the Vineyards and Olive- 
Trees. The Philiſtines underſtanding it was Samſon, 
Son- in- law to the Time that had done this Miſchief, 
becauſe his Father- in- law had taken away his Wife, 
came in Revenge to Timnah and burnt Samſon's Wife 
and her Father. This gave Samſon freth Occaſion of 
quarrelling with the Philiſtines again, and he was fo 
far from concealing his Reſentment, or uſing any Stra- 
tagem to be reveng'd on them, that he openly declar'd 
he would have Satisfaction; which he forthwith did 
in a great Slaughter of them. 

After this Action, Samſon well knowing he had pro- 
vok'd the Philiſtines to the higheſt Degree, for better 
Security took up his Refidence in the Top of the Rock 
Etam: Which when the Philiſtines ood: they 
march'd into Judah and incamp'd there, demanding 
$amſ/on of the Inhabitants, that they might have Sa- 
tisfaction of him for the Wrong he had done them. 
The Men of Judah dreading the Conſequence of this 

Invaſion, immediately detach three thoufand Men of 


e Foxes, The catching of ſo many 
Foxes (which are a very cunning wary 
Creature) is very ludicrouſly queſtion'd by 
fome. But if they would conſider, that 
what Samſon did in this Cafe was by 
Divine Inſpiration, and that in every 
other great Action of his, The Spirit of 
God is ſaid to come mightily apon him, 
their Mouths might be ſtop'd. For we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that God by his 
Angel ſeconding the Acts of Samſon, 
theſe Foxes might be diſpos'd and got 
rogether, that they might eafily be raken 
by him; as God directed all Creatures ro 
come to Noah before the Flood, to be 
preſerved by him in the Ark, But it is 
plain from Scripture, that Fadea, and 
eſpecially that part of it which was the 
Portion of the Tribe of Dan, (to which 
Samſon belonged) abounded with Foxes ; 
for the Septuag int render Judg. i. 35. Sa- 
lebim, in which are Foxes, but Foxes are 


left out in our Tranſlation, And yet as 


incredulous as ſome would ſeem to be 
in Tranſactions mention'd in Holy Scri- 
ptures, they readily credit the almoſt in- 
credible Accounts of profane Authors. 
Julius Ceſar is ſaid to have producd at 
one Shew four hundred Lions. Proba. 
the Emperor a thouſand Leopards, a thou- 
ſand Stags, a thouſand Bears, & c. He- 
liogabalus 2 thouſand Weeſels, &c. 28 
Lampridins and Vopiſcus teſtify in the 
Lives of them, and Pliny, I. 8. c. 16, 
How ſtrange is it then, that #amſor's 
gerting three hundred Foxes together 
Id ſeem ſo extravagant to any one? 
But beſides the Satisfaction Samſon migh! 
take in expreſſing his Refentment thus 
on the Philiſtines, he may reaſonably be 
thought to have another End in it; for 
by catching ſo many Foxes he ſecur 
the Vineyards of his own People from 
theſe miſchievous Creatures, ſo that this 
Injury to the Philiſt ines was a Benefit o 


himfelf, ; 
3 their 
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their Tribe to go and take Samſon, telling him, © Didft 
& thou not know, that we were ſubject to the Phi- 
& Jiſtines, why then haſt thou provok'd them ſo much?“ 
Adding, that they were come to ſeize and deliver him 
to the Philiſtines. Samſon knew his own Strength, 
but would not uſe it againft his Countrymen; only 
obliging them by Oath not to fide with the Philiſtines 
againſt him, he gave them Leave to bind him; upon 
which they brought him to the Place where the Phi- 
liftizes lay incamp'd ; who ſeeing him brought bound, 
; thought they had him ſecure now, and went out ſhout- 
{ ing or Joy to receive him. But before they could lay 
d ends on him, the Spirit of the Lord came upon him 
to powerfully, that he broke the Cords from his Arms 
as much Eaſe as if they had been burnt Flax; and 


LE WHEL) 2 
bing about him fora Weapon, he could find no bet- 


k n thana Jaw-bone of an Aſs; however, being inſpir'd, 
be with that diſpatch'd a thouſand of the Philiſtines. The 
10 Heat of this Action made him ſo exceſſively thirſty, that 
a- I he was ready to faint, and being in a Place where there 
m. was no Water to be had, he addreſs'd himſelf to the Lord 
nis thus; Thou haſt given this great Deliverance into the 
of Hand of thy Servant; and ſhall I die with Thirſt and 
„fall into the Hands of the Uncircumciſed?”” God 
den- beard his Complaint, and that this miraculous Victory 
in ©} g4in'd by the Hand of one Man, and ſo poorly arm'd as 
'4 with nothing but the Jaw-bone of an Aſs, might not be 
ww! WY unattended, he as miracuouſly gratifies the Champion's 
u. WM Thirſt; by a ws 4c of Water from'a Rock, which 
MC, 28 3 . 
ie ¶ never before produc'd any Moiſture ; he clave a hollow 
e, Rock called Mates which was at Lehi, and Water 
gether | | plen- 
) . 
0 Roch. Vatablus, Junius and Tremel- and there came Water therecut; whereas 
op lus have remarked, that all the Verſions, they ſhould have tranſlated, God clave a 
on he except the Chaldee Paraphraſe, have tranſ= hollow Rock called Mactes, which was at 
ne formed the Place where Samſon killed Lehi , &c. The ſame Rock Mactes is 
ſecurd he thouſand Philiſtines, which is called mention'd in Zephamah i. 11. where our 
from thi, into a Jam - bone; and a hollow Tranſlation renders it the /ow Place. It 
Mar this ok which was in that Place into 2 was called Mactes, becauſe it had the 
nefit to hulow Tooth, which was in the Jaw- Figure of a Mortar; the Chaldee Para- 
* ne: Judg. xv. 19. tranſlating, God phraſe ſays, that it was ſituated near the 
their clave a hollow Plave, which was in the Faw, Brook Kedron, or near Tiberias, accord- 
ing 
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lentifully flowed from it; of which Samſon having 
drank, his Spirit came, and he revived. | 

Samſon'snext Exploit was at Gaza, another City of the 
Philiſtines, whither, invited by Curioſity, or Deſire of 
the Philiſtine Women, he went, and took up his Lodg- 
ing at a Houſe of publick Entertainment. He was not 
long conceal'd here; for the Inhabitants of the Place 
having Notice of him, beſet the Houſe, and watch- 
ing for him all Night at the Gate of the City, concluded 
they ſhould have him in the Morning, and then they 
would diſpatch him. S2/0z being inform'd of their 
Deſign upon him, lay ſtill till Midnight; and then riſing, 
took the Gates of the City, with the two Poſts and 
Bars, and laying them on his Shoulders, carried them 
to the Top of a Hill which looks towards Hebron; and 
ſo eſcaped the Danger that threatned him. But a more 
fatal Danger than this ſoon after befel him : For falling 
in Love with a beautiful Woman that liv'd in the Vale 
of Sorek, whoſe Name was Dalilah, he was ſo captivat- 
ed with her Charms, that he had little Regard to his own 
Safety. The Princes of the Philiſtines obſerving Sam- 


themſelves to Dalilah, promile to give her cach ofthem 
w Eleven hundred Shekels of Silver, if ſhe could intice 
him to diſcover to her wherein his great Strength lay, 
that ſo they might bind and punith him for the great 
Miſchief he had done them. So great a Bribe eaſily pre- 
vail'd with the Woman to betray her Lover; who after 
much Solicitation and Importunity told her, that he 


ing to the allegorical Comments of the 
Jews. Nor did Foſephrns the Hiſtorian 
underſtand this Text otherwiſe, when 
he remarks, Antiq. I. 7. c. 10. That 
« God, having heard the Prayer of Sam- 
« ſon, made a Fountain to ſpring in a 
« Rock, which did ſend our abundance 
c of ſweet and clear Water. And thoſe 
that have travell'd through Paleſtine do 
aſſure us, that this Fountain remains to 
this Day. St. Jerome tells us, he ſaw 
it; and Michael Glycas, who lived about 
the Year 1120, ſays, That it was to be 


ſeen at that Time in the Suburbs of E- 
leut heropolis, and that it was called Tit 
Fountain of the Faw. 

Eleven, c. The Number of theſe 
Princes of the Phi/ifines is ſuppos'd v 
be five, from the five chief Cities, 2“. 
Accaron » Aſcalon, Azoth, Gaza, I 
Gath, 1 Sam. vi. 17. So that hve times 
eleven hundred, or five thovuſar 
five hundred Shekels of Silver, eich 
in Value fifreen Pence, would amoun' 
to about three hundred forty- three Pounds 


and fifteen Shillings, 
had 


22 


the gates of Gaza. 
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hadbeenaNazarite toGod from his Birth, and that noRa- 
zor ever yet came upon his Head; but if he ſhould be ſha- 
ven, his Strength would be no more than that of a com- 
mon Man. Dalilah having thus extorted the great Secret 
from him, ſent for the Princes of the Philiſtines to come 
to her, aſſuring them that he had now diſcovered the 
whole Secret ot his Strength to her. They accordingly 
come and bring the Money they had promiſed her; and 
ſhe having lulled him to ſlecp, as his Head lay on her 
Lap, a Man, whom ſhe had provided, ſhaved off the 
ſeven Locks of his Head; then rowſing him, ſhe ſaid, 
« The Philiſtines be upon thee Samſon.” He not know- 
ing what was done, thought to ſtretch himſelf, as he 
us'd to do, for as yet he knew not that the Lord was de- 
parted from him; but he too ſoon diſcovered it by the 
Loſs of his Strength. The Philiſtines ſeeing him now 
really diſabled, ſeized him immediately, and to make 
ſure of him, they put out his Eyes, and bringing him 
to Gaza they fetter'd him, and made him work in the 
Priſon. „ 

Some Time after the Philiſtines kept a Day of Rejoyc- 
ing for the taking of their greateſt Enemy, and offer'd 
Sacrifice to their God * Dagon. When they had feaſt- 
ed a while, and were grown merry, they called for Sam- 
ſen to make Sport; upon which he was brought from 
the Prifon, and being placed between the two Pillars 
that ſupported the Root, they made themſelves Sport 
with him. Beſides the great Conflux of People of all 
Sorts that were in the Houſe of Dagon at this Solem- 
nity, there were about three thouſand on the Roof, that 
came to be Spectators of Sam/on's Milery. By this Time 
his Hair was ſomewhat grown; and it is probable his 
Strength might begin to return: However, whether it 
did or not in that Manner, it is very likely theſe Indig- 
nities offered him by the Philiſtines provok'd him to the 


* Dagon, This Dagon was the com- and downwards of a Fiſh; from which 
mon God of the Sea- Coaſts, having the the Word is derived. 
Form of a Man from the Navel upwards 


higheſt 
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higheſt Degree; wherefore perſuading the Lad that 
guided him, tò ſet him ſo that he might feel both the 
Pillars on which the Houſe ſtood, on Pretence of lean- 
ing on them to reſt himſelf, he with great Earneſtneſs 
rp to God to ſtrengthen him but this one Time, that 
e might be revenged of the Philiſtines for the Loſs of his 
Eyes. God heard his Prayers, and gave him ſuch a won- 
derful Acceſſion of Strength, that taking hold of the 
two Pillars with both his Hands, he bowed himſelf with 
all his Might, and at the ſame Time ſaying, Let me 
cc“ die with the Philiſtines; he exerted his Strength in 
ſuch a Manner, that forcing the Pillars from their Baſcs, 
the Houſe fell down upon all that were in it. So that 
yes had a full Revenge on his Enemies, and put an 
End to his miſerable Condition; ſlaying more at his 
Death, than in the Height of his Strength. Thus died 
Samſon, who is faid to have judged Iſrael twenty Y ears; | 
and was rather a Scourge to the Philiſtines, than a De- 
liverer of the Iſraelites. Yet he may be ſaid to have 
begun to deliver Iſrael in this laſt Action, tho! it coſt 
him his Life. Whenhis Relations heard of his Death, 
they came and brought him to his Father's Sepulchro 
between Zorah and E/htaol, where they buried him. 
After the Death of Samſon, the Adminiſtration of the 
Government of {/rael ſeems to have deyolved upon Eli 
who was then High-Prieſt. In the Beginning of his 
Reign was born Samuel the Prophet, the Son of Elk 
nah, a Y Levite deſcended from Korah. He lived in the 
City of Ramah, which belonged to the Tribe of E- 
phraim, with his two Wives Hannah and Peninnah. 
The latter of which had Children, but the firſt none. 
Elkanah according to the Cuſtom once a Year went 
up to Shiloh to worſhip and facrifice to the Lord, tak- 
ing his two Wives and his Children with him; where 


v Levite deſcended, &c. Elkanah was Numb. xvi. except his Son, Numb. x Wi M. 
deſcended from that Korah, who in Mo- 11. from the eldeſt of which, nam 
fes's Time, for his Rebellion in the Wil- Afr, the Genealogy is drawn down 0 
derneſs, was ſwallowed up by the gaping Sammel, in 1 Chron, vi. from ver. 22 
Faiths end all that he had with him, to 28. ofie 
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after he had made his Offerings, he gave Preſents to 
both his Wives; but Hannah being his beſt beloved, 


he gave her a double Share of his Favour. This bred il] 
Blood between the two Wives, and Perinnah priding 


herſelf in her Children, reproach'd Hannah for her Ste- 


rity. Her Husband endeavours to comfort her; but 
Hannah ſeeks for it from a more powerful Hand, addreſ- 
ſing her ſelf carneſtly in Prayer to the Lord, and vow- 
ing at the ſame Time, that if he would bleſs her with a 
Son, ſhe would dedicate him to the Lord all the Days of 
his Life, and that no Razor ſhould come upon his Head. 
Eli the Prieſt, who was near her, ſeeing her Lips move, 
but not hearing her ſpeak, ſuppos'd ſhe was intoxicated 
with Wine, and chid her for it; but finding himſelf miſ- 

taken, he turned his Reproof into a Bleſſing, praying to 

God to hear her Petition. Being return'd to Ramah, 

ſhe conceiv' d, and was in due Time delivered of a Son, 

whom ſhe named Samuel, becauſe ſhe had asked him of 
God; which his Name implies. 

Hannah having weaned her little Son, according to 
her Promiſe brought him to the Houle of the Lord at 
Hiloh with an Offering, acquainting Eli, that ſhe was 
the Woman, that ſome Time ſince had prayed to the 
Lord fora Child,and that ſhe came to perform her Vow, 
which was to dedicate him to the Service of the Lord. 
Eli at this gave Thanks to the Lord, for having heard 
and anſwered Hannah's Prayer, and Hannah in a Holy 
Rapſody did the ſame. Elkanah and Hannah havin 
pertorm'd their Vow, prepare to return, and Eli pro- 
nouncing a Bleſſing upon them ſaid, The Lord give 
© thee the Seed of this Woman, for the Loan which is 
© lent to the Lord,” meaning Samuel; whom they left 
behind them with Eli who put on him a Linen Ephod, 
and he ſerved in the Houſe of the Lord as Eli had direct- 
ed him. After that, once a Year till he grew up, his 
Mother, when ſhe came up to offer the yearly Sacrifice, 
made him a little Coat, and brought it to him. 


Vor 2 El 
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Eli the Prieſt had two Sons, but very wicked ones 
for valuing themſelves upon the Authority and Dignity 
of the Prieſthood, they domineer'd over the Men, and 
debauch'd the Women. And to ſuch an Inſolence were 
they grown, that not content with the Portion of the 
Fleſh of the Sacrifice, which God had aſſign'd them, 
they would ſeize what they liked beſt, and at what Time 
they pleaſed. By theſe Means the Service of God grew 
contemptible in the Eyes of the People; who were in- 
different whether they offered or not. But how hei- 
nous ſocyer the Sins of the Prieſts might be, they did 
not excuſe the People from Guilt in neglecting the Ser- 
vice of the Lord. 

El; himſelf had often heard of the Wickedneſs of his 
Sons, yet did not reſtrain or puniſh them as he, that was 
both their Father and Magiſtrate, ought to have done, 
giving them only a flight Reproof, which was ſo far 
from diſſuading, that they ſtill perſiſted in their wick- 
ed Practices. At laſt a * Man of God came to Eli with 
a Meſſage that threatned him and his Houſhold with FF 
Ruin for his careleſs mild Adminiſtration: Firſt upbraid- Y} « 
ing him with Ingratitude for {lighting the Honour done FF « 
his Family in inveſting the Prie Rod in it; threatning © 
his Sons Hophni and Phineas with Death, which he fore- IF « 
tells ſhall happen at one and the ſame Time. And to ſhew 
Eli the wretched Poverty that his Poſtery ſhould fall in- h 
to, he added, That every one that ſhould be left in hi E 

Houſe,ſhould come and crouch to a more faithful Prieſt, 
whom the Lord would ſet up, for a Piece of Silver anda 
Morſel of Bread; and ſhall ſay, “Put me, I pray thee, 
& into one of the Prieſt's Office, that I may have a 
6 Piece of Bread to eat.“ 


Z Nam of God. Who this Man of God 


was, that brought this unwelcome Meſ- 
ſage to F/ is very uncertain. Tremellius 
and Junius in their Notes upon the Place 
rake him to be Samuel. Which is very 
ſtrange, and very unlikely to be true, for 
Sammel was then too young, and in the 
third of the firſt of Samuel, he is ſer 
forth as one not yer acquainted with the 


\Vgzce of God; and alſo that the Lord, 


when he had ſpoken to Samuel, ts 
him, as 2 Thing, he knew not befor 
that he had denounced a Judgment again 
Eli and his Houſe, Ir is certain, th 
it was a very dark Time: There Wi 
no open Viſion, no certain known Fil 
phet, ſuch as Moſes had been before, 0 


as Sammel, Nathan, Elijah, and othe WI 
were afterwards, 


Sool 
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Soon after this the Lord gives old Eli another Denun- 
ciation of his Judgments by a younger Hand. Samuel 
being lodg'd in the further Part of the Tabernacle amon 
the Levites, the Lord in the Night called him by his 
Name; who, as the Manner was, anſwered; Here am 
I; and ſtarting up, ran to Eli's Apartment, ſuppoſing 
he had called him: But when Eli told him he had not cal- 


FFA 


V led him, he went and lay down again. This was repeat- 
- ed three Times, and Samuel began at laſt to be poſitive 
j= with Eli, that he did call him. This rouzed Eli, and 
d made him think there was ſomething extraordinary in it, 


which Thought he communicated to Samuel, biddin 
him go to Bed again, and directed him, that if the Led 
1is Y ſhould call him again, he ſhould fay, „Speak Lord; for 
ras © thy Servant hearcth.” As Eli expected fo it happen- 
ne, ed; and Samuel did as he directed him. Then fd the 
far Lord to Samuel, . All that J have ſpoken concerning 
k- Eli and his Houſe Iwill perform; for I have told him, 
ith “ that I will judge his Houle for ever, for the Iniquity 
ith Y © to which he is privy : Becauſe his Sons made them- 
aid- “ ſelves vile, and he did not reſtrain them: Therefore 
lone M © I have ſworn unto the Houſe of Eli, that the Ini- 
ning “ quity of Eli's Houſe ſhall not be purged with Sa- 
ore- | © crifice, nor ng for ever. 
This Sentence was ſo terrible even to Samuel, that 


Hin- had no Share in it, that he was afraid to tell it Eli; but 
in his Eli now throughly awakened, by the Meſſage he had 
riclt, MW received before, and the Apprehenſion he now had, 
anda that the Lord had revealed ſomething like it to Samuel, 


obliged him to tell him what the Lord had ſaid to him. 

"Samuel obeys, and tells him the very worſt. To which 
poor Eli humbly ſubmitred, ſaying; “It is the Lord, 
* let him do what he pleaſeth. 

And now to the great Comfort of Ihe God was 
pleaſed to appear again in Shiloh, revealing himſelf to 
Samuel there. For as Samuel grew up, both in Stature 
%a Man, and in Grace as a Man of God, the Lord was 
with him, and accompliſhed whatſoever he ſpoke by 

. Z 2 him; 


ent again 
tain | 10 
There Wi 
10wn Pro 
zefore) and 
and oth 
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him; ſo that all 77ae/knew, from one End of the Land 
to other, that Samuel was a faithful Prophet to the 
Lord. 5 
The Iſfaclites being again bleſs'd with a Prophet, pro- 
miſed to themſelves great Things, concluding all that 
they undertook would ſucceed ; and therefore being ani- 
mated with this Thought, they had a Mind to try, if 
they could not ſhake off the Philiſtine Yoke. Woherc- 
fore intending to fight them, they incamped in a Place, 
«Which was after wards upon better Succels called Eben- 
Eger. The Ppiliſtines fat down by Aphek, a City of Ju- 
dah, and in a ſnort Time the Armies join'd; but the / 
raclites, inſtead of Victory, find the Judgments of God 
denounced againſt Prieſt and People ready to fall on 
them; for in the Action they loſt four band of their 
Men. The reſt making an orderly Retreat to their 
8 the Elders began to conſider what might be the 
Cauſe of this Defeat; and fondly ſuppoſing it to be for 
want of having the Ark with them, they reſolve for the 
Future to carry it with them in all their other Expediti- 
ons. Then they ſent Meſſengers to SHiloh for Hophni 
and Phineas the Prieſts to bring the Ark into the Camp. | 
Which they forthwith did; and when the //7ae/ites ſaw 
the Ark brought into the Camp, they gave ſuch a Shout, 
as made the Earth ring: Which ſo diſheartened the Phi- 
liſtines, that they were at the Brink of Deſpair, eſpeci- 
ally when they heard the true Cauſe of this rejoicing. 
he Iſcaelites on the other Hand were as fool-hardy, 
as the Philiſtines were dejected. For concluding them- 
ſelves ſecure under the Protection due to the Ark, and 
not in the leaſt queſtioning Succeſs, they again offer the 
Philiſtines Battel; who ingaging, flew thirty thouſand 
of their Foot, among which were Hophni and Phines;, 
put the reſt to flight, and, which was the terribleſt Blow 
of all, took the Ark of God. One of the Soldiers, of 
the Tribe of Benjamin, ſeeing the Day loſt, made his 
Eſcape from the Field of Battel, and came running to 
Shiloh with his Clothes rent, and Earth upon his * ; 
hi 
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which in thoſe Countries were Emblems of extreme 


Sorrow for the greateſt Loſſes and Misfortunes. 


Tho” Eli had diſobliged the Lord highly in his remiſs 
and careleſs Adminiſtration, yet he had a religious Con- 
cern for the Safety of Hiael, and more particularly for 
the Ark of God. Upon this Account therefore he went 
and fat at the Gate to hear (for he could not ſee) how Af- 
fairs went: Whilſt he was fitting here, the foreſaid Ben- 
Jamite that eſcaped in the Fight having told the Citizens, 
how Things went, there was a mighty Outcry among 
them. Whereupon Eli asking what was the Meaning 
of that Tumult, the Benjamite Soldier was brought to 
him, who told him, the 7/aelites were routed, his 
Sons in the Number of the Slain, and the Ark of the 
Lord taken. Eli kept his Scat till the laſt Piece of News 
was told him, but then his Spirits failing, he fell from his 
Seat backward ; and being heavy as well as old, his 
Neck broke with the Fall, and he died, having judged 
[ſrael forty Years. His Son Phineas had a Wife at this 
Time, who being big with Child, and near her Time, 
hearing of the Death of her Father, and her Husband, 
and the Loſs of the Ark, fell in Labour; and being 
deliver'd of a Son, with her dying Breath ſhe named 
him Jehabod; which ſignifies, No Glory, adding as the 


Reaſon of giving the Child this Name, That the Glory is 


departed from Iſrael; which ſhe meant by the taking 


of the Ark of God. 


The Philiftines having clear'd the Field, and carried 
off the Plunder, brought the Ark to Aſhdod, and plac'dit 
in the Temple of Dagon near to the Idol; whom the 
next Morning they found fallen down upon his Face be- 
fore the Ark of the Lord. They ſet him in his Place, 
and next Day come in again, and not only found him 
fallen to the Ground, but his Head and Palms of his 
Hands broken off, and lying on the 'Threſhold, only 
his lower Part was left intire. Whence a ſuperſtitious 
Cuſtom aroſe amongſt the Philiſtines, that neither Prieſts, 


nor People would tread upon the T hreſhold, 


Z. 3 And 
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And nov to let theſe Idolaters ſee, that the Cauſe is 
no longer between the Philiſtines and the Iſraelites, but 
between God and Dagon; the Lord lays his heavy Judg- 
ments on Aſphdod, and all the Coaſt Towns thereabour, 
afflicting the People with the Piles, and deſtroying at 
the ſame Time the Country with Mice. The People of 
Aſhdod were ſenſible this was a Judgment from the God 
of Iſrael for taking and detaining the Ark; therefore 
conſulting what to do, the Princes of the Philiſtines, 
partly to redreſs the Complaints of the Aſbdodites, but 
chiefly to carry the Ark about in Triumph, ſend it to 
Cath, where the ſame Judgments perſue the Detainers 
of it. Whereupon they remove it to Ekron, but the 
Inhabitants no ſooner ſee it, but they cry out, They 
& have brought about the Ark of the God of 7/rac! to 
& us, to {lay us and our People. 4 
Whilſt the Ark was here, not only the Piles, but a | 
deadly Plague attended the People; wherefore calling | 
the Prieſts, they reſolved to ſend the Ark away, but could 
not preſently agree upon the Manner of doing it. The 
Prieſts 3 them not to ſend it away empty, but to IF © 
prepare a Treſpaſs-Offering for Atonement of their Sa- 
crilege, which was to conſiſt of five golden Emrods, and 
five golden Mice, according to the Number of the 
Princes of the Philiſtines; hoping, that by thus acknow- | 
ledging the Glory of the Lord of Iſfael, he would rid 
them of the Plagues he had inflicted on them; for why, | 
ſaid the Prieſts, ſhould you be obſtinate, as the Egypri- | 
ans were, to your own Deſtruction? Then directing | 
them to provide anew Cart, and two Milch-Kine, that 
never had been yok'd, and faſten them to the Cart, with- 
out their Calves, they bid them lay the Ark on the Cart, 
and put the golden Emrods and Mice in a Coffer by the 
Side of the Ark, and ſend them away: But caution d 
them ſtrictly to obſerve which Way the Cart went; for 
if it went by the Way of Beehſhemeth, they might 
conclude, that it was the God of //7ael that had 
plagued them; but if it went not that We, ar | te, 
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ſhould look upon all theſe Judgments only as common 
Accidents. 

'The Philiſtines ſending the Ark away in this Manner, 
the Kine that drew it went on lowing directly to Berh- 
ſhemeth; the five Princes of the Phili/tines follow'd at a 


Diſtance to fee what would become of it, who, when 


they ſaw it arrive ſafely at Berhſhemeth, return'd to Ekron. 
The Bethſhemites, wha were reaping in the Valley, ſee- 
ing the Ark, were over-joy'd. The Kine having drawn 
the Cart into the Field of Joſhua the Bethſhemite, ſtood 
ſtill there by a great Stone, called the Stone of Abel; 
which the * Levites ſeeing, they took down the Ark of 
the Lord, and the Coffer that was with it, and laid them 
upon the great Stone. Then cleaving the Wood of the 
Cart to make aFire with, they offer'd the Kine for a 


Burnt-Offering to the Lord. But ſome of the Bethſbe- 
mites, whether moved by Joy or Curioſity, took the 
Liberty of looking into the Ark, b contrary to the 
Law; for which the Lord flew < ſeventy of them, 
which ſo terrified the reſt, that they cried out, Who 
4 is able to ſtand before this Holy Lord God? And to 
© whom ſhall he go from us?” This made them de- 


2 Levites, Bethſhemeth was a City 
which belonged to the Levites. See Foſh. 
xxi. 16. 

d Contrary. See Numb. iv. 40. 

© Seventy, c. Cornelius a Lap. very 
learnedly at firſt determines the Number 
of the People ſlain for this profane Cu- 
rioſity to be hut ſeventy, following there- 
in the Opinion of St. Ferom, Foſephns, 
and the Hebrews, That God ſmote ſeventy 
of the fifty thouſand Berhſhemites. Bur 

terwards, inclining roo much to the 
beptuagint and the Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
will have them amount to fifty thouſand 
and ſeventy Men that were ſlain ; but 
with little Reaſon in my Opinion. But 
let us rake the Judgment of others: The 
learned Bochart could not without Hor- 
tor read what the Verſions make the 
Scripture ſay, 1 Sam. vi. 19. That God 
ſmote fifty thouſand and threeſcore and ten 
Men of the Inhabitants of Bethſhemeth , 
becanſe they had looked into the Ark: For 

could not imagine that God, who is 


2 4 


Goodneſs it ſelf, could have made ſuch 
2 Slaughter of thoſe who had received 
the Ark with Joy at its Return, and 
offered ſeveral Sacrifices to God on that 
Account. Befides, he could not conceive 
that there could have been ſuch a Multi- 
tude 'of People in a Village on the Bor- 
ders of Fudea, Theſe Conſiderations 
inclined him to believe the Opinion of 
Foſephus, who ſays, That God only ſmore 
feventy Men; and he proves that the 
Text fays no other thing , and that it 
ſhould be tranſlated, Aud he ſmote three- 
ſcore and ten Men of the People of Beth» 
ſhemeth, viz. fifty Men of a thouſand, 
which anſwers exactly to the Hebrew. 
And he ſhews that it is not uſual in the 
Hebrew Tongue to make thouſands to go 
before inferior Numbers to make up 2 
total Sum; but that they conſtantly be- 
gin with the leſs Number, and end with 
the greater, as St. Ferom has likewiſe 
obſerved in ſpeaking of Daniel's ſeventy 
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ſirous of removing the Ark, and ſend to Kirjath-jearim, 
to acquaint them that the Philiſtines had ſent back the 


Ark of the Lord, and deſire them, to come and fetch it. 


Accordingly they come, and convey the Ark to the 

Houſe of Abinadab on the Hill, whoſe Son Eleazer was 

conſecrated to keep it, where it abode twenty Years. 
Samuel, having upon the Death of Eli and Loſs of 


the Ark, taken upon him the Adminiſtration, govern'd | 
Iſfael; at the End of twenty Vcars, finding in the Peo- 


lea good Diſpoſition to repent, and return to the Lord, 


exhorted them to put away the ſtrange Gods Baal and 


Aſhteroth, and only to ſerve the Lord; promiſing, that 
if they would do ſo, they ſhould be delivered from the 


Philiſtines. Then ordering all //racl to meet him at Mix- 
peh, they came to him there: Where whilſt they hum⸗ 
bled themſelves with Prayer and Faſting, the Philiſtines 
having Notice of this general Meeting came in Arms, | 
and put them into a great Conſternation. The //raclites | 
thus frighted, begged of Samuel to intercede for them to 
the Lord. Samuel thereupon took a ſucking Lamb, of- 
fered it whole for a Burnt-Offering, and prayed to the 


Lord for Iael. W hoſe Prayers were ſo effectual, that 


the Philiſtines coming to attack //rael at that ſame In- 
ſtant, the Lord ſent down ſuch a Peal of Thunder on 
the Philiſtines, juſt as they were ready to ingage, that | 

the Maeliles taking the Advantage of their Diſorder | 
gain'd a mighty Victory, and perſued them from Miz- | 
peh beyond Beſchor. From which Time the Philiſtines | 


came not into the Country of the //7aelites, who reco- 
vered the Towns thoſe People had raken from them 
from Efron to Cath. And Samuel in Memory of this 


eat Deliverance ſet up a Monumental Stone between | 
Mzizpeh and Shen, calling it Eben » Ezer, that is, the 


Stone of Help. 


After this, Samuel, for the better Adminiſtration of | 
Juſtice, took a Circuit throu gh Bethel, Gilgal, and Miz- | 


gh, returning every Year to Ramah : But growing in 


Y cars, and unable to travel, he conſtituted his two 700 
- | 06 
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Joel and Abiah, Judges over 1/rael; who degenerating 
from their good Father were corrupted with Bribes, 
and acted unjuſtly. W hereupon the Elders of //-ael aſ- 
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| ſembling, went ina Body to Ramah, and complained to 
Samuel. Their Cauſe of LO was juſt; but when 
they took upon them to go further, and dictate to Sa- 
muell how to redreſs it, they forfeited his Love and God's * 
| Care. They would not only have their Grievances re- (il 
— dreſs d, but have the Form of their Government alter'd, 9 
, inſiſting uponSamuel's Inability to govern them byRea- „ 
ſon of his great Age, as much as upon the Injuſtice of „ 
t his Sons. And ſceing other Nations were govern'd by | | 
0 - Kings, nothing would pleaſe them but they mult have 1 
a king. This inſolent Demand was unpleaſing to Sa- * 
- F ze, who finding he could not diſſuade them, conſulted U 
the Lord; who order'd him to give them a King, as k 
„ they deſired, but reproached them for their Ingratitude 
to him and Samuel both: And to warn them of the 
o dangerous Conſequences of rejecting him and Samuel 
for a King, he gives him Inſtructions to lay before them 
e what they were to expect from this wanton fickle Tem- 
at | per 3 Thar he ſhould inflave them and their Children, 
n- Y by making them {ſubject to all vile Offices; that they 
on ſhould be always in Arms and Tumults, liable to the In- 
at conveniencies of a conſtant War, and attended with 
ler heavy Taxes; and that then they would cry to the 
2- © Lord, but he would not hear them. | | 
mes | Notwithſtanding this Caution which Samuel expreſ- 
oh delivered to the People they perſiſted in their *Reſo- 
m lution, 
N1S | | 
h T Reſolution, It is ſuppoſed by ſome, But the haughty Amorite, in Contempt 
een that what made them ſo urgent at this of Ifrael, let them know, that if he made 
the time for a King was a preſent Straight a League with them, the Condition there- 
they thought themſeves in for want of of ſhould be, That they ſhould come out 
an able Leader: For Nahaſh, the King to him, and let him thruſt out all their 
of of the Amorites, coming up to Fabeſh- Right Eyes, and lay it for a Reproach upon 
q Gilead, and incamping before it, had all Iſrael. The Elders of Jabiſh in this 
[12 put the Men of Fabeſh into ſuch a Fright, ſad Circumſtance demanded ſeven Days 
in that without more to do they offered to Reſpite, that they might ſend Meſſen- 
4 1 urrender upon Terms, telling him, They gers into all the Coaſts of Iſrael : and if 
NS, would become Subjects to him, if he would in that time no Succours arrived, they 


Mag a League with them, 1 Sam, xi. 1, 


would ſubmit. 'This, it is thought, _ 
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lution, poſitively ſaying, © We will have a King over 


&« us, that we may be like other Nations, and that our 
« King may judge us, and go out before us, and fight 
& our Battels.” Samuel ſeeing them ſo reſolute, again 
conſulted the Lord about it, who bid him anſwer their 
Deſire, and make thema King. Upon this Samuel diſ- 
miſſed the Elders of Iſrael to their Cities; and ſince the 


ſetting up of a King at that Time was but to gratify the 


Humour of a fickle People, God fitted them with a 
Man extraordinary in his Perſon, being taller by the 
Head and Shoulders than any of the People. This was 
Saul, the Son of Kiſb, of the Tribe of Benjamin, a hand- 
fom Youth. £X:/#'s Aſſes being gone aſtray, he ſent his 
Son Saul with a Servant to ſeek them; who after much 


wandering about came to the Town of Ramah-Zophim, | 


Samuels Reſidence, without hearing any News of what 
they ſought for. Here Saul's Servant ſaid to him, 
& There is ae Seer in this Town, who may tell us where 
& the Aſſes are.“ Saul approves what his Servant pro- 

oſed, and went into the Town inquiring for the Seer. 
God had the Day before given Samuel Notice of Saul's 

coming, and declared to him he was the Perſon whom 
he had choſen to be King. Saul meeting there with Sa- 
muel, who was going up to a High Place to offer Sacri- 
fice, asked him where was the Houſe of the Seer? Sa- 
muel underſtanding again that he was the Perſon God had 
appointed to be King, anſwered, “I am the Seer: Go 
& up with me to this High Place: You ſhall dine with 
 & me to Day, and I will diſmiſs you to-morrow. As 
c for the Aſſes which were loſt three Days ago, be not 
& in Pain for them, they are found again.” Then he 
aſſured him, that all the beſt Things in /7ae/ ſhould be 


his: And bringing him Home with him, he invited 


the Elders of Iſrael preſs ſo hard at that . their Enemy. But they, as it 


time upon Samuel for a King: Whereas ſeems, had a mind to be more i 
they ſhould have inquired of the Lord dent of God. 3 
(as formerly they did) whom he on that © Seer, So the Prophets were called in 
occaſion would appoint for that time to thoſe Days, | 8 
be their General, to lead out their Forces 2 
thirty 


» 
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thirty Perſons to bear him Company, ſeating Saul and his 
Servant at his Table, but placing Saul above all the other 
Gueſts, and diſtinguiſhing him beſides by ſetting be- 
fore him the beſt of the Meat. 
After they had eaten, Samuel, taking Saul to the Top 
of the Houſe, had further Communication with him 
there that Evening; and carly in the Morning calling 
him up, that he might diſmiſs him, they went out toge- 
I ther; and as they were going down towards the End of 
Ii the City, Samuel bid Sau} order his Servant to go f be- 
i fore, but ſtand ſtill himſelf for a While, that he might 
ſhew him what God had ſaid concerning him. The Ser- 
3 F vantbeing gone out of Sight, Samuel taking a Vial of 
Oil, poured it upon the Head of Saul, and! kiſſed him; 
„adding that he did this becauſe the Lord had appointed 
TV3ꝝ him to bea Prince over his Inheritance. Then as a Token 


that what he had told him was true, he foretold ſeveral 
c IF Particulars which ſhould happen to him in his Return; 
- F ThatnearRache/s Tomb he ſhould meet two Men, who 
F. ſhould inform him that his Father's Aſſes were found a- 
's fgainz that departingthence, he wouldmeet three Mengo- 
n ing to Bethel, one of them carrying three Kids, the ſecond 


1 three Cakes of Bread, and the third a Bottle of Wine, 
1- and that they ſhould give him two Parts thereof: And 


2 aſtly, that when he came to the Mountain of God, where 
d vas a Gariſon of the Philiſtines, he ſhould meet a Com- 
50 pany of Prophets going into the City, where the Spirit 
ch | | 
Ag f Before. This was with Deſign to s Oil. Saul was the firſt King of I- 
let Saul underſtand, that what Samuel rae! that was anointed, though Union 
ot was about to do was by Divine Appoint- was in Uſe before, as we may ſee in 
h ment; and that when they ſhould come Fade. ix. 8. : 
( tocaſt Lots among al! the Tribes, as they * Ned. This Hgnified a Communi- 
be after did, 1 Sam. x. 20, &c. Sau might cation of Grace, and a mutual Concord 16 
not think he was choſen King by the between the Regal and Sacerdotal Offices, 15 
ed Chance of a Lot. Beſides, there may be a Kiſs being an Emblem of Friendſhip + 
. another Reaſon for Samne!'s bidding Saul and Peace. Mariana will have it to be 1 
to ſend away his Servant, vix. leſt the a Token of Subjection and Homage; but | 
as 10 People ſuſpecting Samuel to do this by in this Caſe (however it may be in o- if 
Pen- his own Will more than the Appoint- thers) it could not be ſo in Samuel to- 3 
ment of God, ſhould mutiny. Therefore wards Saul; for Samnel was Prince and 23 
ed in it was neceſſary that this ſhould not be Prophet, and this Act rather ſeems co ja 
8 publiſhed till Saul was convinced that he make Saul his Equal than his Superior. 1 


ves choſen by God himſelf, 
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of God ſhould fall upon him, and he ſhould propheſy | 
amongſt them. After this he ordered Saul to go to 
Gilgal, where in ſeven Days he 1 expect him, be- 
caauſe there Samuel intended to offer a Peace-Offering. 
All which Signs that Samuel had foretold, Saul found 
to happen exactly. | | | 
And now, though Samuel had thus privately anointed | 
Saul, which no Body knew but themſelves, yet for the | 
general Satisfaction of the People, and that the Choice 
and Inauguration of the King might be more publick 
and ſolemn, Samuel called them before the Lord at Miz— 
peh; to which Place the Ark of the Lord was brought, 
that the Choice might be openly made, and declared by 
caſting Lots among all the Tribes of //rae}, to know | 
from which of them the King was to be choſen. 'The | 
Lot fell on the Tribe of Benjamin; and caſting the Lot 
again among the Families of Benjamin, the Lot tell upon | 
the Family of Matri, and at laſt on Saul, the Son of Ki/h. 
Faul being before aſſured that the Choice would fall on 
him, was not preſent at the caſting the Lot; but the Peo- 
ple inquiring of the Lord whether they ſhould fetch him 
or not, he not only conſented, but expreſly directed them 
where to find him. Accordingly they went for him; 
and having brought him, they ſet him among them, 
Where he appeared taller than all the People from the 
Shoulders upwards; which Samuel obſerving, ſaid to 
them, « Behold him whom the Lord hath 9" 3 there 
is none like him among all the People!“ At which | 
Words the People gave a general Shout, faying, God 
< fave the King.” Then Samuel told them the Duty 
of a King, and the Manner of the Kingdom, writing | 
it in a Book, and laid it up before the Lord. Which 
done he diſmiſſed the People, and Saul went home to 
Gibeah, attended with a particular Company of Men, | 
whom God had inclined to wait on him. But there 
were i ſome that were not pleaſed with the Lo 
| thoug 


Some. Theſe are called Sons of Be- bellious, proud, diſobedient . y 


Fah 1 Sam. x. 27. that is, Men of a re- tho” they had defired a King, ye hs 
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though they had deſired a King, but deſpiſed Saul, 
and would not make any * Pretents to him; which 
Saul obſerved, but very prudently at that Time I con- 


niv'd at it. 


refuſe him; deſiring what they had not, 
and deſpiſing what they had. They do 
nor expreſs their Contempt of him by 
Name, bur do it worſe in a more gene- 
ral way, ſaying, v. 27. Shall He ſave ns? 

k Preſents. Preſenting the King with 
Gifte was one way of recognizing him. 
The Chaldee Paraphraſe ſays, They came 
not to ſalute him , which is the ſame 
thing; for the firſt Salutation offer'd to 
a King was always attended with Pre- 
ſents, which Preſents carried with them 
a Sign of Peace and Friendſhip, of Con- 
gratulation and Joy, and of Subjection 
and Obedience. It was a general Cuſtom, 


and ſtill continues among the Eaſtern Po- 
tentates, to bring Preſents, there being 
no approaching them without. 

I connived. The Hebrew ſays he was 
deaf, that is, ſeemed or pretended not to 
hear. In which he was very politick, 
being unwilling to begin his Reign with 
any Tumult, which his juſt Reſentment 
of ſuch an Affront mighthaveoccafion'd : 
If he had taken any notice of the Affront, 
and not revenged it, he had ſhewn him- 
ſelf mean ſpirited; and if he had reſents 
ed it, the People might have been apt to 
charge him with Severity and Cruelty. 


| The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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ARO N orn. „ Ie3 
[ eloquent. 162 
—— Meets Moles by God's Appointment. 
I 64. 
— Makes a Calf to quiet the People. 199 
os High-Priefk. 213 
mn——— [tines againſt Moles. 221 
—Di/inguiſh'd by a Miracle for the Prieſt's Office. 
232 i / 
His 4 and Dow. | 236 7 
Abarim. 5 254 2 
Abel murder d. | 1; 4 
Abel-Miſraim. 134 WA 
Abihu. 198, 214 4 
Abimelech. c | 49, 64. 
— Another. | | 317 
Abinadab. _ | | 344] 
Abiram. | 227, CC, 
Abram. 20 
Leaves his Country by God's Commun. 31, &c. 
[s called Abraham. 41 


—Expoſtulates with God ao Sodom. 
A nilates a League with Abimelech. 
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I commanded to ſacrifice his Sou. Page 53 
Diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the World by the 


Covenant of Circumciſton. ſ5 - 
Abraham. In the Notes, married Keturah. 
Dies and is buried. 5 : 
Abreth. 107 
Accurſed Thing. 268 
Achan puniſhed. 269 
Achiah. : 284, 
Achihaph. 276 
Adam expelÞd Paradiſe. 11 
| F Adonibezek. 203 
IF Adonizedeck. 274. 
Adullamite. 98 
Adultery puniſhable with Death. _ 100 
2 Aholiah. | 199& 206 
2 Ahuzzath. | 67 
t Ai taken. 5 271 
4 AF Ajalon. 275 
9 Allens not permitted in Iſrael's Camp. | 266 
3 Amalekites. 195, 224, 247, 310 
g Ambuſcade, the firſt. N 15 Lon 
ce. | Another. 296 
$5 | Amenophthis. 173 
26 Amorites, | 224, 23 
54 Amram. 1573 
Anak. . a 
Anakims, — 
Aner. 36 
Angel appeared to Gideon. 310 
Angels. 83 
— Often uſed in Scripture for the E. recution 4 
God's Judgments. _ 
And Diſtribution of his Mercies, I9 
Anointed, Saul the firſt anointed King. 347 
Arad. = 236 
Ararat, 22 
Arbath. | 92 


Archers, 
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Archers. 
Ark, the Deſcription of it. 
Ark of God taken. 
Reftored. 
_ Arnon. | 
Aſenath, who. 
Aſmodæus. 
Aſs of Balaam. 
Aſſer born. 
Aſſyrian Monarchy founded. 
Aſſyrians. 
Atad. 
| B. 
Baal. 2.4.3, 286 
Baalim. | 1bid. | 
Baal-berith, what. | 317 
Baal-peor, ict: | „ „ 
Babel, Tower began. | | 5 27 
Balaam, who. 240 i 
Bleſſeth Iſrael. 244, 245, &c. NW - 
His wicked Advice to the Moabites 10 be re- ! 
veng' d on Iſrael. 248 15 
1s ſlain. 270 L 
Balak Ang of Moab. 5 | 240 | 
Barak. | 301 
Barrenneſß a Reproach. | 77 
Baſhan. 7 5 | 238 ( 
Baſhemath. 66 6 
Battel, the firſt that ever was fought. 35 * 
Bed, the Cuſtom of bringing the Bride to it. 74 | 
Beerſheba. 7577 65, 120 
Before the Lord, what it means. 149 
Bela. 40 
Ben-ammi, Lot's Son by Inceſt. 4 C 
Benjamin born. 920 
Benjamites abuſe the Levite's Concubine. 298 © 
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— 7, thereupon. Page 294 2 
Are almoſt all cut of. | 296 
— Recover again. 297 
Bethel. 32, 33, 72, 80, 90 
| Bethlehem-Judah. | 289 
Bethſhemetn. 343 
Benn ſi» S7 
= Bezalcel. - 198, 206 
Bildad, who. 147 
Bilhah: | 76 
I £irth-right, the Privileges of it. 63 
1 Bitter Water. I91, 192 
Blaſphemy puniſh'd. 217 
Bleſſed of the Lord, an ancient Salutation. 578, 66 
Boaz #s kind to Ruth. 306 
6 And marries her. 309 
1 Bochim. 286 
- Boils, one of the Plagues of Egypt. 175, 176 
8 Bondmen, the Word how taken. 116 
7 Book of Go. | | 203 
10 Bottles of Leather. : 272 
c. Þ Prethren, the Word how uſed ſometimes. 135 
en Brict, the firſt Uſe of it. 27 
48 Bullock, the ſecond, what. 312 
70 Burning Buſh. 158 
0 | 
— — 
ISAIN he, _ 
56 | — Murders his Brother. 13 
37 Caleb. 224 
74 A Iicourages the Army with the Promiſe of his 
£0 Daughter. 283, 284 
149 Calf, why worſhipped by the Iſraelites. 199 
46 ——4 great Miſtake about this Calf in the Yer ſions, 
4$ In the Notes. 200 
92 Canaan curſed. 26 
297 Cattle of the Egyptians droge. 1757 
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Cenſers. lage 230 
Cham diſcovers his Father Noah's Nakedneſs. 25 
Chaos. T 
Chariots firſt uſed in ar. 187 
Afterwards. 300 
Charran. 30 
Chedarlaomer. 5 35 
Cherubims. 11 
Chilion. 304 
Chriſt, the Angel of the Covenant. 126 
Church firſt founded. Sh 
Circumciſi on, its Original. | 41 
The Time of its being dangerous. 89 
After long Neglect repeated. 264 
Concubinary Wife. 39 
Concubine. 293 
Confederates. 35,36 
Conſecration. | In the Notes. ] 
Corah's Rebellion. 227, SC. | 
Covering of the Eyes, what it means. In the Notes.) yo | 
Creation. I, K. 
Cuſhan-r:thathaim. 287 | 
D. 
AGON. „341 
Dalilah. _ Ke 
Damaſcus. 36 
Dan born. 76 
That Tribe driven from their Poſſeſſions. 289, 290 
They rob Micah. bid. 
And ſurpriſe Laiſh. 291 
Dartns at 180, 181 
Dathan. 227 
Daughters, the Text reconciled, 121 


bir. 


Deborah, Rebecca's Nurſe. 
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Dies of a Fall. 
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died. Page gr | 
Deborah. 301 | 
Deborah's Gong. 303 | 
Deluge. = | 
Di. ſertation about its Univerſality. In the M 2 ld 
Deſire. | 11 4 
Dinah Sorn. | 77 9 
Ravi ſhed. | 87 | 
Dreams. | 945 104, 105, 106 | 
| | | 
E. | 
Ar-rings. | | 
Eating, what among the Jews inſtituted. 212 1 
Ebal. | | 271 | [7 | 
Ebed. 319 f 
Eben-Ezer. 340, 344 | 
Eber. 26 
ED. 279 
Eden. 
Edom. 
Eglon. 


Egypt, by whom firſt inhabited, and what called. 


1 perſue the Iſraelites and are drowned. 
ud. | 


Ekron. 

Elam. a 
Eldad. . 
Elders. | 


Eleazar. 
Eli. 


Uiezer, Abraham's Steward. 

m—— Delivers his Maſter's Meſſage to Laban, 

mm One of this Name, Son of Moſes, 

I kk, 
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Elim, Page I92 
Elimelech. 304 
Eliphaz, who. | | 147 
Elkanah. c 337 
- Enmity. | IO 
oc. | 155 16 
Enos ; 16 
Ephod, what. | In the wes] 288, 317 
Ephraim Horn. | 108 
_ Ephraimites. po 315 
Quarrel with the Iſraelites, and are defeated 326 
Ephrath 91 
Ephron. 76 
Er. | 98 
Eſau horn. 61 
Sells his Birth-right. 62,63 
Marries. 66 
An Interview betwixt him and Jacob. 83, 84. 
Eſchol. | 223 
Eſcol. | | 6 
Etham. - | I 96 FF ( 
Ethiopian. 221 N 
Eunuch. ¶ In the Notes} 96 FF . 
7 F. 
ACE 10 Face 0 Nl © 
Falling on the Face. 227 le 
Famine in Canaan and Egypt. 108 6 
Among the Iſraelites. | 304 Mc 
Fecial Laws. In the Notes. 29 WG 
Feſtivals of the Jews inſtituted. 2115 &c. WF © 
Fire ſent among the Uraelites. i 219 
The Word how us'd. 319 
Firmament. OC Z | 
Firſt- born of Egypt ſlain. 183 
Flaming Sword. 1 II 4 
te 2 the firſe Inſtitution of cating it. _ 
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Flies, one of the Plagues of Egypt. Page 173 
Four Corners of the Wind. 142 
Foxes. | In the Notes. 331, 332 
Frogs, one of the Plagues of Egypt. I71, 172 
G. 
AAL. 319 
Gad born. 76 
Garment, the Meaning of a Man s ſoreading it over 4 
Moman. 307 
Gerar. 49 
Gerara, Iſaac's Ref; dence 6 
Gerizim. | 31 
Gerſnom, Moſes's Son. | If7 
Giant. © — 
Grants. 276 
Gibeah. 292 


Gibeonites, their Stratagem to ſecure themſelves. 27 1,272 
Are protected, but chid by Joſhua. 273, 274 


Gideon. | 3r0 
His Fleece. 312,313 
His Stratagem. w— 
Gilead. $1,321 
Gilgal. | 264 
COD, his Name. 160 
-Promiſes to deliver the Iſraelites. 167, 168, &c. 
Gods, ſtangre. 90 
Goſhen. 119,173, 17» 185 
Graves of Luſt. | 219 
Greeks. 1 
Groves, the firſt of them. © f3 
H. 
AG AR given to Abraham by Sarai. 39 
The reſt of her Story. 40, - 


— Abraham. 
turn y by ASA Hil, 
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Hall, one of the Plagues of Egypt. Page 177 - 
Hamor. 87 
Hands, ſmiting them, a Token of Anger. 247 
Hannah. 336 
Haran. | 8 30577571 
Hazeroth. 221 
Head, laying Hands on it. 2157 216 
Hebrews, why [6 called. 26 
Hatred by the r 103 
Hebron. 35 
called Kiriaharba. d SS 
Called Arbath. 92 
Heſhbon. 238 
High-Placesz. | 243 
Hills everlaſting, a Term of Duration. 132 
Hirah. 98 
Hittites, whence deſcendel. FF, 224 
Hoba. | . Fo. 
Hoham. | 274 
Holineſs of the Lord. 209 
Hophni Hain. 340 
—= | 236 
Horeb. - 178 
Horma. : 226, 237 
Houſe of God. 73 
Hunter. | 29 
Hur. 195 
Husband of Blood, 2 Meaning of it. 163 
J. 
A BAL, he Inventor of Tents | If 
Jabbock. *r 1 
Jabeſh-Gilcad. | = 
Jabin. | 276 
Another of that Name. 309 
Jacob born. 02 


— apples, Eſau in his Fathers Bl Ing. 67, = 


— 711 


" NY —_— Y —_— 
4 


as wo. IN Vos dt DD bh DOD. ⁰y TI. On T5 


The INDERK. 


— His firſt Dream. 1 
„ a 73 
His Stratagem to enrich himſelf. 579 
Leaves Lan 2 | bo 
I reſeles with the Angel. 8 
Maßes a League with the Shechemites. 88 
Sends his Sons to Egypt for Corn. 108 
His Preſent to Joleph, wrong tranſlated. 113 
———Blefſed Joleph's Sons. 126 
And afterwards all his own. 127, 128, &c. 
Ai, Death. 133 
I imbalmed and buried. 134 
Jael &ilIs Siſera. | 30 
Jahaz. 23 
Jambres. | 169 
Jannes. ibid. 
Japhet. | 25 
: His Modeſty. | — 
Japia. „ 274 
Jazar. 238 
Idols. | 90 
Febus. | | 274,283, 292 
Jebuſites. 224 
Jehovah. 2 167 
Jephthah. | 321 
His Vo explain'd. | | 323, &c. 
Jericho zaken. 266 
Jerubbaal | - 312,318 
Jethro. 176 
Entertains Moſes, and gives him his Daughter. 
: | 1 1 577 
—/;;ts Moſes in the Camp. I96 
Jezreel. 
Jicabarim. 238 
[mage of God. | 4 
Images call'd Temptation. 80, 288 
Imbalment firſt mention d. 133 
lucampment of the Iſraelites. 216,217 


A a 4 Inheritance 
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Inheritance before the Law. Page 98 
nquiring of the Lord, what it was. > x-— WS 
Joaſh. | 310, 312 
Job, who-he was, &c. 147 
＋ is Hiſtory real. | 138 
The Time of his Birth, 139 
Is tempted. 141, 142, &c. 
The Text explain'd about his IWife's bidding him 
curſe God. 1455 146 
Js juſtiſied of God. 1-49 
Recovers and becomes greater and richer than be- 
fore. | 150 
Jobab. | 276 
Jochebed. "43 
Jordan. 34 
Joſeph Born. 7 
1 hy bis Brethren hated him. 9 
His Father's Fondneſs of him. ibid. 
His Dreams. 94 - 
e whole Story of him. 0607 
2e of bis Dreams compleated. 108 
- did not ſwear by the Life of Pharaoh. 109 
- Ahblolber of his Dreams compleated. II 
His Brethren's jealous Fear of him after Jacob's 
Death. 134,135 
22 8 5 Age and Death. 


136 
His Bones carried out of Egypt by Moſes. 18 185 
Aud buried in Shechem. 49 
Le Ceneral of the liraclites under Moſes. 195 
One of the Spies ſent to view the promiſed Land. 
| 224 


As, bpoinred Moſes's Succeſſor. 255 
mann Prepares to rate Poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land. 


25 
. Jericho, and meets an Angel. 267 
— 222 | 281. 
Jotham . 318 
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Iſaac promis d. | Page 42 
Born. | Fo 
. 61 


Removes from Beerſheba by Reaſon of the Fa- 


Mine. 
I diſcover'd by Abimelech to beRebecca's Fn. 
band. 64. 
His Fondneſs of Eſau, 66 
Bleſſeth Jacob. 69 
Bleſſeth Efau. 70 
is Age and Death. 101 
Iſcah. Þ 30 
Iſhmael Born. = 
Turn'd away with his Mother. 7 
Grows a great Man, and has twelve Sons, and 
dies. f 62 
Iſrael, the Name given to Jacob. 
Ifraclites murmur againſt Moſes and Aaron. 166 
A ＋ heir ſpoiling the Egyptians, not to be drawn in- 
tro an Example. 18 
ey did not croſs the Red-Sea. 18 
—Diſovun'd to be God's People. 200 
A ngain rejected. 201 
Diſown'd to be God's People again. 205 
Muſter d. 216 
Their Preſumption in attempting to enter the pro- 
mis d Land. 226 
After Joſhua? s Death are govern'd by the Elders 
of each Tribe. 282 
ier Apoſtacy. 291 
ie defeated by the Benjamites. 295 
nn Alerwards defeat them. 296 
lraclites are ſubdued by the Moabites, and _— 
29 


— ain ſubdued, but delivered by Deborah. 301 

— ſubdued again 2 and delivered by Gideon. 
310, = 

mmm Defeated. 
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wn Deſire a King. | Page 
Iſſachar bor. hs = 
Jubal, he Inventor of Muſical luſtruments. 17 
Jubilee. 267 
Judah born. 75 
——Mearrits a Canaanitiſh Zeman. 97 
Commits Iuceſt. 9 
Judges. | 248 
Judith. | 66 
K. 
Adeſh. 301 
Kadeſh-Barnea. 223 
Kane. © | | 247 
Keturah married to Abraham. 61 
Kibroth-Hattaavah. | 221 
Kings. & 2 
Kirjath-jcarim. | | 34+ 
Kiſh. | | | 1 346 
Kiſhon. 302 
Kilſed. 347 
L. 
A new Agreement between him and Jae 
Perſues Jacob. vs 5 I 
l. 5 
A cruel Man. | ibid. 
Laudanum. 113 
Tacus relating to Matrimony among the Jews, 212, 213 
The Law repeated to the Iſraelites. 273 
Leah given to Jacob inftead of Rachel. 74 
Bears Children. : 
w——/here buried, 133 


Lentils, what. 


Leprofies 
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Leproſie. Page 161 
Levi born. 7} 
pat Tribe bleſſed. 202 
| Their Lot aſfſigwd. 252 
Levite of Micah, who. In the Notes. ] 289 
Lice, one of the Plagues of Egypt. 172 
Light. | 2 
Locufts one of the Plagues of Egypt. 179 
Lord, the Word how uſed in Compliment. 83 
Lot. 33 
Parts from Alb 34 
Entertains Two Angels. 44 
Eſcapes with his two Daughters. 46 
Commits Inceſt. | 48 
2 Graves of it. 219 
Luz. 72 
mM. 
Achpelah, the Cave or Sepulchre there of Abra- 
ham's Family. 76 
Mactes. 333 
Magicians. 169 
Imitate the Plagues of Egypt. 171, 172 
Madon. | 276 
Mahlon. = 
Makkedah. | | 9 
Mamre. | 92 
Man created. 4. 
Manaſſeh born. 108 
Mandrakes, the Miſtake in the * about * 76 
Manna ſent. 193 
Manna, loath'd by the inci, | = 
A ithadracun. 264 
Marah. En, 192 
Marriage firft inſtituted. | p 
Ad ſacred among the Heathens. 32 
Maſh, | 194 


Money, Pieces of it, what. | In the Notes. 
Moriah. 
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Matrimony among the Jews. - Page 212 
Medad. 535 
Melchizedeck. | $9. | 
Men, the Word implying both Sexes. 8 
Meribah. 195, 237 
Meroz. Vn 304 
Meſraim. e 
Methuſael. | 15 
Methufaleh, rhe gef lol N 16 
Micah. 288 
Mice. n 5 
Midian. 240 
Midianites. 250, 3 10 
Subdu'd by Cdn 314. 
Midwives of the Hebrews. if3 - | 
Their Piety in diſobeying Pharaoh. 153 
Milcah. 30 
Hath eight Children by his Wife. ſo 
Millo. 319 
Miracles wrought by Moles. 165,234 | 
By Aaron. 169, 170, 192, I9f 
Miriam. 0 1 
Provides her Mother to nurſe her Brother Moles. 
I54 
A nfutinies againſt Moſes 221 
Res. 233 
Mitre | | | | 209 
Mizpeh. „ 
Moab Son of Lot by Inceſt. 48 
Moabites. | 238 


Months at firft numerically reckoned without Name. 182 


Monuments, the Antiquity of them. 
Money firſt paid by Weight. | In the Notes.] 


Mortar firſt uſed. 
Moſes born. 
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Ils true Name. Page 155 
Leaves the Court. ibid. 
Flies to Midian. ; 156 
God appear d to him. 178 
Expoſtulates with God about going to the Iſraelites. 
161 
Demands Deliverance of the King of Egypt for 
1 Iſraelites. | 167,168 
Converſes with God. 198 
Deprecates God's Fudgments againſt the Iſraelites. 
200 
| Breaks the Tables of the Law. 201 
Me ones provided. 204 
His Face illuſtrated. 205 
Takes the Aſſiſtance of the ſeventy Elders. 220 
His Diſobedience puniſh'd. 1 
—His Death, Burial, and Epitaph. 255, 276 
Murder, the firſt. I3 
Murmuring. I 92, 194,219 
Murrain, one of the Plagues of Egypt. -_ 
Muſter of the Iſraelites. 216 
N. 
Aamathite. 
Nadab. 
Nahor. 
Naomi. 
Naphtali born. 
Nebo 
Nile, a River. ¶ In the Notes. | 


Nimrod. 

Noah. | 

Noah builds the Ark. 

Ie and his Family enter into it. 
m——Coes out of it. 
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AK of Mamre. * 
——— Of Morch. » 5 : 
Oak-Grove. 
Oath, firſt introduced by à Heathen. bo the Notes. 
| 3 
Oboth. 238 
Officer. | 96 
Og. 239 
Oil, the firſt Uſe of it ina a religious May. YE 
The firſt Uſe of it in anointing Kings. 347 
Omer, a Meaſure. 193 
On. | 107 
Onan. = * 
Orcb. 315 
Orpah. | - 304 
Othnicl. 284 
Subdues the Syrians and governs Iſrael. 287 
Ox-Goad. 300 
P. 
Adan-aram. 
Paradiſe. 
Paran. 
Paſſover inſlitnted. 
| Repeated. | 
Patience of Gvd, | 18, 19,43 
Peleg. \ - 
Peninnah. 
Perizzites. 
Pethor. 
Phanon. 


Pharan. 
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Pre- adamites, the Opinion of them refuted. 


Puah. 


eas Jacob to her Brother Laban. 
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Pharaoh, His Dreams. 


Page oy 
A tr of that Name. 152 
Aſlidts the Iſraelites. 152, &c. 
His rough 7. rearment Ef Moſes and Aaron. 
| 16 
Pharez born. I 95 
Phicol. 525, 65 
Phineas's boly 2 Zeal. 5 
Piles 
Piram. 
Piſgah. 


Plague among ſt the Iſraelites. 


Polygamy, the firſt of it 
Potiphar. 


Another of that Name. 


Prieſthood, the Qualifications of it. 
Proſtration. 


a 


Qu Sen. 


Achel. 


—arried to Jacob. 
Died. 


Rahab, who. 
Rainkois. | 


Rameſe, a City of Goſhen. 
Rebecca. 


- Iarried. 
Rebecca bears Iſaac two Hong. 
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—_—_— Ae. Page 101 
Kedbeming of Land. 3 
Red Sca. 180, 187 
Why ſo call'd. | 191 
Rehobeth. 1 -- 8 
Remembrance. 185 
 Rending of Garments, the firſs Mention of it. 96 
Rephidim. | I 94. 
Re folution. 346 
Netracting of Generation a Sin. 98 
Reuben horn. . 
Commits Inceſt. 92 

For feited his Right of Primogeniture. 128 
Reubenites retire. to their Poſſeſſions. 277 
Juſtiſy the ſetting up their Altar. 278 

Rings, the Uſe of them among the Iſraelites taken from 
be Egyptians. 199 
Rod of God. | 162,188 
Diſtinction between the tuo Rods. 234 
Romans. 247 
Roofs of Houſes built flat. 259 


Rucl, 4 Name of Jethro. | In the Notes. I 77 | 


Ruth. 
Accompanies her Mather-in-Law 70 Bethlelitr, 
307 

. 8. 

Abbath, V. -olation of it puniſh TE 227 
Sabzans, _ * 141 
Sackcloth, the firſt Inſtance of it. 1 97 
Sacrifices, the ſeveral Sorts of then, 209,210 
Salem. 87 
Salmona. | 8 — 
Salt. | 319 
Pillar of it. = 47 
— en and born. 155 327 
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Samſon, his Story. "On 329, Kc. 
Samuel Horn. 336 
God calls to him. 339 
Anoints Saul Kin. LY 347 
Fanctuary. | 231 
Sarai, called Iſcah. | 30 
Chang'd to that of Sarah. 42 
Her laſting Beauty. 49 
Bears Iſaac. | 50 
| Her Death and Burial. TX 
Saul 8 346 
— Anointed King. 347 
Seer. | 346 
Seir. 7 
2 fiery, ſent amongſt the Ifr aclites. 23 7 
eth. . I 
Seven, this Number m_— ſacred among the Iſraelites. 
Seventh Day. | | 4 
Shame of Egypt. | 264. 
amgar. 300 
Shechem. 87 
Shechemites. 317 
Shekels, two Sorts of them. ¶ In the Nates. 3 50, $6, 316 
Shelah. 98 
Shelomith. 21F 
Shem. | | A 
is Modeſty to his Father. ibid. 
Shen. | 344 | 
Sheep. 8 ty 
Shepherds formerly led their Flock. © ibid. 
dhibboleth. 326 
Shiloh. = 277 
Shimron. 278 
Shinar. 3 26 
Shiphrah. = | 172 
Shittim. 248 
Hoe, untying of it in 5 i 309 


Vor,I, EM Shuhite. 


—— 


7 2 


„ 
. 


ww e Tae 


CY 


The 1 N DEX. 
Shuhite. Page 146 
—_— — 
Sign ſet on Cain. 14 
Sihon. 239 
Simeon born. | 77 
Sin, a Wilderness. 192 
Sinai. 197 
Siſera. 8 302 
Sodom. 2 
Deſtroyed. — . 
Song of Moſes. 190 
Sons of God, who. 17,1409 |, 
Of. Men. ibid. 
Sorek. 334 
Spies ſent to view the promis'd Land. 5 223 
Sent to view Jericho. 419 
S pirit of God, what. | 2 
Stammerer. 158 
Stone. In the Notes. 318 
Strange Fire. | In the Notes.) | 214 
Succoth. 185, 317 
Swearing, one Cuſtom of it by putting the Hand under the 
122. A 577 
Another by Mein up the Hands. 167 
7 — deſign'd. 1988 
Built. 206, &c. 
Tabernacle of the Congregation. 247 
Tables of Stone. In the Notes. 204 
Tabor. l 
Tales told by Joſeph of his Brethren, 23 
Faskmaſters. '1T $7,165 F 
Temanite. 146 i 3 
Tenth, or Tythe paid. 33 2 
Terah. Tu 38 z 
— [Iz the Notes] = 80, 288 
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Texts reconciÞd and explain'd. | In the Now} 2, 33 45 
„„ 0; 10%, 1, 15, 20, 21, 23, 24, 28, 30, 31, 
3575377 5795 755 76, 99, 112, 121 131, 142, 145) 153; 
1645 176, 179, 180, 193, 200, 204, 205, 241, 24, 


3232333 
I Thamar. . 98, 99 
| Thebez. | | 320 
Thurmuthis, who. | 174 
: Thigh, how uſed in Swearing. | 77 
4 Timnah. ; 330 
5 Timnath-Serah. e 281 
0 'Fob. : — 
| Tola. | : 320 
+ 2 Confuf on of them, : 28 
3 Tree of Life. _ F 
9 Free of Knowledge. 5 
: | 'Tubalcain, he Inventor of Armour, and Working in Me- 
| tals. If 
8 Twelve, its typical Signification. 192 
4 Twelve Stones taken out of the Jordan ſet up for c Mo- 
7 nument. 263 
he | 
1 5 
7 U. 
Neleanneſs, the ſeveral Sorts of i it among the Jews, 
212 
98 Wee what. 246 
Aters turd into Blood. 
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oman created. 
World, New and Old- 
enen (publick) inflituted.- 


Bb=z 


— — —— ——— 3 


— „ 2 2 
— > EE ES " . © 


«+. 3 . * \ 
* 4 +E fs " k 


The INDEX. 


Almunna. 
1 Zaphnath-paancah, 
Zarah born. 

Zared. 

Zebah. 


Zebulun born. 


Zeeb. 
Zelophehad's Daughter's Cafe. 
Zilpah. | 
Zimri. 
Zillah. 
Zipporah. 
Zak. 


Zophar, who. 


Zur. 
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